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FOREWORD 


Sino-Japanese characters, or kanji, consist of logically interrelated parts that forma 
systematic network of interlinked symbols representing both meanings and sound. 
They function as an integrated system, rather than as a set of disconnected symbols 
that must be memorized by rote. 

The traditional approach to making sense of this system has been through the 
study of etymology. A character’s etymology and how it relates to its modern mean- 
ing is often an interesting story that helps the learner memorize the character. 
What typifies the etymological approach is that it is based on historical facts to 
explain how each component contributes to the character’s meaning. This is the 
approach that I use in my book Kanji no saibakken (Rediscovering Kanji), which 
introduces the “Atomic Theory of Chinese Characters.” As I illustrate there, knowl- 
edge of etymology can be of genuine value to learners when presented in groups 
of kanji that share the same phonetic component. 

In this kanji course, Andrew Scott Conning aims to make learning kanji as 
straightforward as possible by effectively adapting etymological information to 
pedagogical purposes. What he has produced is not merely a list of mnemonics, 
but an integrated, self-guiding, self-reinforcing course that offers a comprehensive 
system for interpreting the main meaning(s) of each character from its graphical 
constituents. While it generally preserves the historical meaning of each graphical 
component, or grapheme, it breaks free from rigid adherence to etymology. 

This combination of discipline and flexibility allows the author to tap into 
rich etymological sources while offering learners effective shortcuts for remem- 
bering character meanings. The wisdom in fusing a conservative adherence to 
etymological convention at the grapheme level (across characters) with a liberal 
transcendence of it at the character-formation level (within characters) will become 
apparent in due course. 

To illustrate the effectiveness of this approach, consider the character }i (EAST). 
We can visualize #i as the “sun” (||) rising behind a “tree” (4s) in the EAST. Using 
this interpretive (but historically inaccurate) approach, the learner has little dif- 
ficulty in memorizing this character’s meaning. In reality, 4 originates from ba 
picture of a bag pierced through by a stick used in ancient times for carrying water 
bags. Since {i is pronounced dong in Chinese, it was “borrowed” and assigned the 
meaning EAST, also pronounced dong, without relation to its original meaning. 

It is no doubt easier to remember this character with the interpretive approach 
by associating the meaning EAST with the concrete image of “the sun rising 
behind a tree.” 'To most kanji learners—who are primarily interested in efficient 
memorization—the loss of historical authenticity is of little consequence. 

Now let us consider how the etymological and interpretive approaches com- 
pare across a group of related characters, using a series based on the element = 


Etymological sources for C1 provide meanings such as “arrow,” “spool,” “wind- 
ing,” or “bending.” Unfortunately for the learner, how these meanings are related 
to modern character meanings such as SELF ((,) and WRITE DOWN (ji) is far from 
straightforward, and is indeed a matter of scholarly debate. 

The author’s solution is to borrow from etymology the notion of “winding” 
or “bending” (easily visible in the shape of (2) to produce a concrete image of a 
kneeling human body with the head bent forward. He then combines this image 
with the meaning of 1 as an independent character (SELF) by assigning to , the 
graphemic meaning of “kneeling self.” 

Let’s see how this works, The image of a kneeling and bowed figure works 
well for U as an independent character, given the humility expected of a Japanese 
speaker in referring to one’s SELF, To learn the character for WRITE DOWN (ji), 
the learner simply visualizes C. as the “kneeling self” kneeling before a writing 
desk, writing down “words” (74). Likewise, the notion of DISCIPLINE (f!) can be 
visualized as the “kneeling self” using a “rope” (4%) to restrain oneself. Similarly, 
the abstract idea of REFORM (%) can be seen in the image of striking oneself with a 
“rod” (4¢), while the meaning RISE (j) is represented in the image of the “kneeling 
self” rising abruptly in order to “run” (jE), 

It is clear that studying characters organized in groups like the above is more 
effective than memorizing each one in isolation. The (!-series illustrates the cre- 
ative, flexible, and etymologically informed way in which this course allows users 
to associate a single grapheme with a diverse set of meanings. The power of this 
method lies in invoking concrete imagery adapted to the needs of explaining con- 
temporary meanings while maintaining etymological authenticity on the grapheme 
level. 

In my capacity as the editor-in-chief of several kanji dictionaries and author of 
a book on kanji etymology, several features of this innovative course struck me as 
particularly remarkable. 

First and foremost, the concrete imagery helps the learner memorize the mean- 
ings of complex characters from their graphical components. As can be seen from 
the annotations for 4¢ and for the C1-series, such imagery serves as a powerful 
mnemonic because it leaves a lasting impression on the mind. 

Second, the sequence in which the kanji are introduced represents a break- 
through in kanji pedagogy. The meaning of each grapheme is explained before it 
appears as a component of other characters, ensuring that the learner understands 
all component parts when learning new kanji. 

Third, the mnemonic effect is reinforced by presenting graphically similar char- 
acters together, rather than as isolated units, which provides a smooth, streamlined 
course of study that is both easy to follow and mnemonically self-reinforcing. 

Fourth, this course links the mnemonic annotations to semantically accu- 
rate, concise mnemonic keywords that encapsulate each character’s core meaning. 
Derived from my own Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary, the core meanings allow 
the learner to accurately grasp the character’s meanings as a concise conceptual 
unit. This is another feature that distinguishes this course from every other kanji 
self-teaching method. 

Fifth, special attention is given to learning each kanji in a differentiated way; 
that is, learning the characters in a mutually contrastive manner that connects 
their graphical distinctions to their underlying semantic differences. The author 
thus immunizes the learner from what is perhaps the greatest source of difficulty 
arising at the intermediate and advanced stages of study, which is the confusion 
produced by multitudes of look-alike characters. 
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To see an example, the reader can flip to entry 0814, which focuses learners’ 
attention on the distinction between kanji based on 41), "J, and ©]. Groups of kanji 
based on tJ and iJ immediately follow; moreover, a second group based on "JJ is 
appropriately cross-referenced. This approach allows the learner to associate the 
meaning of each character with the features that distinguish it from graphically 
similar characters. 

Finally, while the meanings of graphemes are rooted in historical etymology, 
the annotations for individual kanji are defined by their eclectic use of a variety 
of mnemonic techniques, such as concrete imagery, semantic analysis, historical 
etymology, and other techniques. The guiding principle is practicality, rather than 
rigid adherence to a theoretical principle. 

This is not the first time that a mnemonic approach has been applied to the 
learning of kanji. However, the present course surpasses previous works in the 
thorough approach it takes and in the skillful balance it strikes between etymo- 
logical authenticity and the practical needs of the learner. The innovative use of 
concrete imagery, the emphasis on differentiation, the effective sequence of pre- 
sentation, and the mnemonically effective core meanings round out the course, 
making it the most effective kanji learning tool available today. 


Saitama, Japan Jack Halpern 
CEO of The CJK Dictionary Institute 
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PREFACE 


The purpose of this course is to assist the non-native learner in remembering the 
basic meanings of Sino-Japanese characters (kanji), and in applying kanji-based 
vocabulary in a communicative context. 

In its coverage, arrangement, and pedagogical approach, this course reflects 
the assumption that the user’s overriding goal is not to find the shortest route to 
some elementary or intermediate stage of kanji proficiency, but to find the most 
efficient and reliable route to genuine literacy. It contains all 2136 Joyo (“regular- 
use”) kanji plus 164 of the most useful non-Joyo characters, specially arranged to 
maximize efficiency of acquisition. Each kanji is accompanied by an explanation 
of how to remember its meaning so as to distinguish it from similar ones. Many 
explanations involve the use of visualization and concrete imagery, but some rely 
on other mnemonic techniques, as appropriate. The goal throughout is to offer 
pragmatic, time-saving solutions to remembering the kanji. 

I sincerely hope that this course will help learners on their way toward a more 
direct and profound understanding of Japan and its people, whose generosity, 
support, and everyday kindness provided this work’s foundation as well as its 
inspiration. 

The preparation of this text was made possible by a Japanese Ministry of Education 
research fellowship and the institutional support of the University of Tokyo, for 
which I am indebted to Professor Taleo Funabiki. Most of the research and writ- 
ing took place at the Tokyo Metropolitan Library, the Japan Foundation Library, 
the Okayama Prefectural Library, and the libraries of Harvard University and the 
University of Tokyo. My sincere thanks to the librarians of these institutions for their 
assistance. I am also grateful to Mr. Yasuhiro Takeda of the Ministry of Education’s 
Agency for Cultural Affairs, for his patient help with my numerous requests for 
information while his agency was preparing the revisions to the Joyo Kanji List. 

I wish to express my warm appreciation to Michael Staley and his colleagues at 
Kodansha, who turned this text from a mere concept into a reality; Jack Halpern of 
the CJK Dictionary Institute, who generously granted permission to reprint material 
from the Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary; the staff of the CJK Dictionary Institute, 
who provided invaluable assistance with the preparation of the readings index; 
Kay Yokota, who edited the manuscript with consummate expertise; Toyoko Kon, 
who skillfully designed the layout; Roo Heins, Chikako Imoto, and Ayumi Minowa, 
who proofread every page with care and perseverance. I am especially grateful to 
Hiroko Takahashi, Tadamasa Iwai, Hideki Shiromoto, Taeko Shiromoto, Fuminori 
Nagasawa, Katsuo Nagasawa, Kunio Matsushita, James Mark Shields, Rebecca 
Givens Rolland, Andrew Smith Lewis, Paloma Escalante Gonzalbo, and E. Anthony 
Fessler for their advice, personal support, and motivating example; and above all to 
my family, whose constant support allowed this project to reach completion. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Non-native learners of Japanese have long wished for a simple and reliable way 
to remember the meanings of Sino-Japanese characters, or kanji. Over the years, 
a number of exceptionally insightful students of the kanji—people such as Michael 
Pye, James Heisig, Jack Halpern, and Kenneth Henshall—have pointed the way 
toward this goal." These scholars understood from their own experience that it is 
more efficient for adults to learn kanji through an interpretive mnemonic approach 
than through the mechanical repetition used by schoolchildren. Their pioneering 
efforts have helped generations of learners overcome the kanji barrier. 

My purpose in creating this course has been to extend previous work by develop- 
ing a comprehensive and pedagogically sound method for remembering the mean- 
ings of all the characters required for genuine literacy in Japanese. I have pursued 
this objective in a variety of ways, such as by introducing characters in a streamlined 
and pedagogically effective sequence, by explaining the meanings of graphical com- 
ponents step by step, by summarizing character meanings in concise keywords to 
facilitate memorization, by applying mnemonic techniques pragmatically and oppor- 
tunistically, by highlighting the contrastive features of graphically similar characters, 
and by using concrete imagery to make the meanings of many difficult characters 
immediately apparent. In these and other ways, I hope that the present volume will 
help lower the kanji barrier once more. 

What follows is a complete kanji course for non-native learners. Its primary 
goal is to help you remember the basic meanings of each kanji, But it also helps 
you actively apply each kanji’s principal meanings and readings by learning a few 
sample vocabulary words, carefully chosen to illustrate the kanji’s uses and to help 
you employ it in everyday communication. Finally, by indicating each kanji’s stroke 
order, explaining the component parts of the kanji step by step, and teaching you 
how to differentiate among graphically similar kanji, this course offers a solid 
foundation for learning how to write kanji accurately. It thus offers not simply 
a series of memory aids but an integrated system for studying the kanji. 
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*Pye, M. The Study of Kanji: A Handbook of Japanese Characters. Tokyo: Hokuseido, 1971. 
Heisig, J. Remembering the Kanji I: A Complete Course on How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of 
Japanese Characters. Tokyo: Japan Publications Trading Co., 1977- 
Halpern, J. (20 WHEN Kanji no saibakken [Rediscovering Kanji]. Tokyo: Shodensha, 1987. 
Henshall, K. A Guide to Remembering Japanese Characters. Rutland, V'T: Charles E, Tuttle Co., 1988. 


BACKGROUND AND BASICS 


Kanji and the Japanese Language 

The earliest attempts to write the Japanese language used imported Chinese 
characters, irrespective of their meaning, as phonetic symbols for similar native 
sounds. As these complex ideographs proved unsuitable for the transcription of 
a polysyllabic tongue, the Japanese soon invented a much simpler set of phonetic 
symbols (the kana: first hiragana, and later katakana), but retained the kanji for 
the many words borrowed from Chinese. They also began using kanji to denote 
native Japanese words of similar meaning, this time without regard to phonetic 
similarity, so that many kanji came to have both a Chinese-derived pronunciation 
(the on-yomi, used in reading words borrowed from China) and an unrelated native 
pronunciation (the kun-yomi, used in reading native words). Having thus become 
associated primarily with meanings rather than sounds, kanji could be used to 
represent the stem of a polysyllabic Japanese verb or adjective whose inflected 
portion could be represented by kana. In this way Japanese came to be written in 
a mixture of kana and kanji. 

Today, kanji are used mainly for Chinese-derived nouns, proper nouns, and 
the stems of verbs and adjectives. Hiragana are used for all types of native words 
not written in kanji, and for the inflected endings following a kanji stem, known 
as okurigana (for example, the ¢ in %<), Katakana are used mainly for loanwords, 
names of species, sound-mimicking words, and emphasis (like italics). 

In this mixed scheme, the main function of kanji is to represent basic mean- 
ings, rather than sounds, It is for this reason that in learning Japanese it is useful to 
systematically study character meanings as an independent task. 'Thus the primary 
focus of this course will be to help you associate each kanji’s graphical form with 
its meaning. 

There are several ways to do this. The easiest way is simply to see in the kanji a 
direct representation of either an object (as in the simple pictograms [I] RICE FIELD 
and XX FIRE) or an idea (as in the ideograms I: ABOVE and BELOW). However, 
simple pictograms and ideograms represent only a small percentage of the kanji 
in use today. Their primary importance lies, rather, in their function as building 
blocks from which the vast majority of kanji are assembled. 


Kanji Structure and Its Analysis 

A few words regarding the structure of kanji are now in order. Most kanji are com- 
posed of multiple building blocks, or graphemes—meaningful contrastive graphical 
units. A simple example is the kanji for (cultivated) FIELD (sill), which combines the 
kanji (which in this context we would call the “graphemes”) for fire OX) and rice 
Jield (il) (as in the main entries, I shall use italics to refer to grapheme meanings 
and CAPITALS to refer to meanings of entire kanji). 

To identity the meaning of these “complex” kanji, it is necessary to interpret 
the clues provided by their component graphemes. However, because of the com- 
plicated evolution in the meanings and graphical form of many kanji, these clues 
are not readily organized into a coherent system. The challenge is made still more 
difficult by the necessity of remembering every kanji in such a way as to clearly 
distinguish it from all others. Herein lies the central problem this text is intended 
to solve: that of devising a comprehensive system of mnemonic clues that allows 
you to remember distinctly and reliably the meaning(s) of all the kanji needed for 
fluent reading in Japanese. 
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In the most common type of kanji, a semantic (meaning-bearing) grapheme is 
combined with a phonetic (sound-bearing) grapheme, producing a character with 
one clue as to its meaning and another as to its sound. For example, consider the 
kanji fi. This is an example of a “left-right pattern” kanji, in which typically the 
grapheme at the left is the semantic component, while the one at the right is the 
phonetic component. Thus 4 indicates the character has something to do with oats, 
while (1 suggests the Chinese-derived reading 77 (kanji readings are indicated 
by kana, which needless to say should be learned first). As it turns out, #f] means 
OCEANGOING SHIP and is indeed pronounced 77. 

Of course, the clue to the kanji’s meaning, ij, still leaves open a broad range 
of meanings associated with doats. For all we know, #H could mean ROWBOAT, 
CANOE, WARSHIP, RUDDER, GUNWALE, NAVIGATE, or anything else having to do 
with Joats. The only thing that distinguishes ff] from other kanji sharing i is the 
phonetic clue [1, which we must therefore use as a secondary clue to its meaning 
(incidentally, [|| means white). One way to do this is to associate white with the 
foamy wake churned up by a large OCEANGOING SHIP. This is an example of 
semantic analysis—more on this in a moment. 

Before we turn our attention exclusively to the issue of remembering kanji 
meanings, let me lower any expectations I may have raised regarding the possibility 
of determining a kanji’s on-yomi based on its phonetic clue. While some phonetic 
hints like § are very useful, most are not. ‘To give an extreme example, though all 
of the characters #, $3, ili, Bi, and [| have the same phonetic element (St), each 
of them has a different primary reading: fi (4 4), Mi (= 1), ahi CE), Tht (7), and 
fi] (tv). Alas, these irregularities are as much the rule as the exception, because 
of both historical changes in the pronunciation of Chinese and the fact that the 
Japanese borrowed characters over a period of hundreds of years and from differ- 
ent linguistic regions within China. Given this situation, you should not concern 
yourself with learning the on-yomi in the same systematic way in which you learn 
kanji meanings, but instead simply absorb them in the process of learning the 
Chinese-derived compounds in which the kanji appear. The exception to this guid- 
ance is the set of 600 or so kanji listed in Appendix 2 (p. 611). 


The Meanings of Component Graphemes 

Rach grapheme is introduced the first time it appears, so it is not necessary for you 
to learn the meanings of the different graphemes before beginning to learn those 
of whole characters. Once you have learned a new grapheme, you will start to 
run into it in learning more complex characters, which will naturally reinforce its 
meaning. For convenient reference, the appendixes contain a Table of Grapheme 
Meanings (p. 624), but you will hardly need to use it if you proceed through the 
course in the assigned sequence, 

In the way we piece together the hints provided by a kanji’s component graph- 
emes, we shall be under no obligation to etymological authenticity. Nevertheless, 
for the meanings of the graphemes themselves, | have chosen to adhere to tradition 
for the most part. This is not out of any pretense at conventionality, but rather 
because the traditional meanings are generally the ones most consistently useful 
as memory aids, as will become apparent in due course. Now and then, especially 
where it was useful to have a visual mnemonic, I have ignored the traditional 
meaning. Also, I have occasionally given myself license to treat as a “grapheme” a 
certain distinguishing set of strokes even though it has not traditionally been con- 
sidered a distinct unit, Similar exceptions are detailed in the Table of Grapheme 
Meanings. 
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As you progress through the course, terms less precise than “grapheme” (such 
as “element,” “construction,” “part,” etc.) appear more frequently, I do avoid the 
term “radical,” which in its strict sense refers to that portion of a character that is 
designated by tradition as its semantic root, or to any of 214 forms that are deemed 
eligible to serve this function. In keeping with this course’s expedient approach to 
remembering kanji, we shall not be particularly concerned with knowing which 
part of a kanji is designated by tradition as its radical. For purposes of looking up 
a kanji in a Japanese dictionary organized according to the historical radicals, you 
may find each kanji’s radical and radical number in the reference data section of 
its main entry (see p.18, “Explanation of Sample Entry” ®). 


PEDAGOGICAL APPROACH 


This course provides a comprehensive system for remembering the core mean- 
ings of all the kanji needed for genuine literacy in Japanese. The solution arrived 
at is an eclectic mix of mnemonic techniques, relying above all on visualization, 
and paying special attention to the problem of distinguishing look-alike kanji—a 
problem that that bedevils so many advanced learners. 


Eclecticism 

The pedagogical approach of this course is defined above all by its eclecticism. It 
does not attempt to rigidly apply a single method method (such as etymology or 
semantic analysis) to the study of every kanji. Instead, it uses an opportunistic 
approach, taking advantage of whatever method offers the most efficient and reli- 
able way to remember a kanji’s meaning. Different strategies are appropriate to dif- 
ferent kanji. Some are easy to remember as pictograms. Others are best approached 
by linking together the meanings of their component graphemes. Still others are 
best learned by considering their etymology, or by focusing attention on one of 
their distinctive features, or by applying some ad hoc method. For this reason, the 
first guiding principle of this course is that the way a character is learned should 
be adapted pragmatically to the particular qualities of the character, and to those 
of similar characters from which it must be distinguished. 


Semantic Analysis 

Earlier we associated i] with the meaning OCEANGOING SHIP by letting white 
(F) suggest the foamy wake churned up by a large deat (41). ‘This is an example of 
semantic analysis, in which we use the meanings of individual graphemes to con- 
struct an idea representing the meaning of the character as a whole. 'This technique 
sometimes provides the most straightforward way to remember a character, and 
we shall exploit it in those cases. 

Unfortunately, there is often so little logical connection between a kanji’s com- 
bination of graphemes and its meaning that almost any method of remembering the 
character is easier than trying to analyze the graphemes semantically. Consider the 
kanji for FALL (;#), which contains graphemes for grass (1+) and water (¥ ), as well as 
a phonetic grapheme (#5) that by itself means each or every. Using semantic analysis, 
we might try to associate the kanji’s parts with its meaning through a conceptual 
statement such as “every drop of water FALLS on grass.” Quite apart from its odd- 
ness, this statement has two significant disadvantages from a mnemonic standpoint. 
First, it is indirect: rather than allowing us to immediately recognize the meaning of 
the character in its visual image, it forces us first to pass through an intermediate 
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stage of cognition, Second, it is abstract: it exists only in the mind, rather than in 
the physical form of the kanji. In short, the analytical method merely substitutes 
the task of remembering kanji with the perhaps more difficult task of remembering 
abstract conceptual statements removed from the kanji’s concrete form. 


Visualization 

For this reason, the approach used in this course is to apply some form of visual 
interpretation to complex kanji whenever it is practical to do so, while generally 
(but not always) respecting the individual grapheme meanings. The key to this 
method is the use of concrete imagery to supplement (and occasionally replace) 
the semantic face value of a kanji (that is, the meaning one might gather from the 
meanings of its component graphemes), so that its core meaning may be immedi- 
ately apprehensible in its graphical form. 

This approach allows us to simplify the many complex kanji that do not present 
a straightforward semantic interpretation. To make this work, we must often treat 
graphemes as visible images even when their meaning as stand-alone kanji cannot 
be visualized. For example, though #% means EACH when used as an independent 
kanji, we shall give it the concrete, visible meaning cabin whenever it functions as 
a component grapheme inside another kanji. This allows us to perceive the meaning 
of # directly in its graphical form: simply visualize a grass (1")-covered cabin (4%) 
rooftop from which water (7 ) FALLS during a heavy rain. 

There are countless kanji like {# that are hard to master because one of their 
graphemes represents an abstraction. This problem is solved for you in this course 
by the substitution of concrete, visible meanings for many of these graphemes. 
When appearing as a component part inside other kanji, 4 will thus generally be 
treated as evening moon rather than evening, [4 as good boy rather than good, 1 as 
kneeling self rather than se/f, etc. This substitution of concrete imagery for abstract 
ideas allows us to make use of grapheme meanings in a consistent and organized 
way even as we create distinctive images from complex kanji. 

For the simple kanji, the use of our visual memory is all but automatic. This 
course does, however, provide tips for visualizing kanji that have been so drastically 
stylized, simplified, and reproportioned over the centuries that their pictographic 
origins are no longer obvious. For example, to see an image of the MOON in JJ, 
we can associate the gently curving left-hand stroke with a crescent. This course 
will offer you many similar opportunities to visualize the distinctive feature(s) of 
a kanji in a meaningful way. 

Here let me emphasize an important point made in the preceding pages—that 
this course will ask you deliberately to take a simple-minded, sensory approach to 
learning most kanji. For adult learners, it may feel like a waste of mental capacity 
to prioritize lower-order cognition when more abstract forms of thinking are avail- 
able for solving a problem. And yet in learning kanji, you will find that seeking 
a clarifying sense of order at a higher level of abstraction is in fact counterpro- 
ductive. Simply put, your brain is not wired to memorize 2300 abstractions. It is 
therefore generally advantageous to slide down the scale of complexity and learn 
kanji as concrete visual representations. Needless to say, some kanji do require 
more abstract levels of thinking. But in order to simplify your overall task, I have 
assigned concrete, easily visualized meanings to most graphemes. 


Etymology 


Occasionally, knowing the historical development of a character, or something 
about its original context or intent, provides the most straightforward way of 
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remembering its meaning. For example, it is perhaps easiest to remember that ji 
means STAY OVERNIGHT if we consider that it was originally used to refer to an 
anchorage, white (1) water (7 ) indicating the place where the surf breaks upon 
land. Whenever we take advantage of such opportunities, our primary concern 
shall not be whether our understanding of the etymology is historically accurate, 
but whether it helps us remember the character’s meaning in modern Japanese, 


Sensory and Emotional Impressions 

The mnemonic approach followed in this course reflects the assumption that the 
mind is far better at remembering ideas that are accompanied by sensory and emo- 
tional impressions than those that are arrived at through logical abstraction. In 
addition to turning kanji into vivid images that suggest their core meanings, many 
of the mnemonics in these pages will aim to produce other physical and emotional 
responses, for example, the annotations for A DRIVE (1388), Hk PROVOKE (1832), 
and 4% TORTURE (1956). 


Differentiation 

As your stock of kanji grows, the number of confusing similarities among them 
will also grow. Because the magnitude of this problem does not become apparent 
until the later stages, learners often make the costly mistake of starting out with 
simplistic methods of memorization based on an unrealistically small character set 
(say, five hundred or a thousand characters). These methods are quite convenient 
as fone as each kanji is easily distinguishable, but turn out not to be sophisticated 
enough to accommodate the more advanced kanji that come along later and blur 
the lines of distinction that have initially been drawn. Any learner who aspires 
toward genuine literacy in Japanese does well to avoid such methods, for they only 
prove to be an impediment in the long run. 

The learning method followed in this course pays specific attention—from the 
beginning—to the specific qualities that distinguish a kanji from similar ones. 
Wherever differentiation is an issue, you will learn to recognize the meaning of a 
kanji precisely in those features that set it apart from others with which it might 
be confused. This outcome is achieved not only through the use of explicit instruc- 
tions, but also through meticulous cross-referencing and the arrangement of kanji 
in graphically related groupings. These features focus your attention on the con- 
trastive attributes of each character as you learn it, and thus save you from having 
to relearn it in a different way after you encounter confusingly similar kanji at a 
more advanced stage. 


A Few More Words about Eclecticism 
The method outlined above is not a formal or academic approach. The formal 
study of kanji etymology, while a rewarding pursuit in its own right, is generally 
not an efficient method for remembering kanji meanings. This course assumes 
that your goal is not to study the kanji by the most intellectually sophisticated 
means, but to be able to use them in the shortest possible time, For this purpose, 
no method of learning a kanji is too unscholarly, provided it helps you recog- 
nize the kanji’s meaning. On the other hand, should you decide later to look up 
etymologies, you will encounter no special barriers for having used the method 
introduced here. 

This method is also not a systematic approach—except in its systematic flex- 
ibility and pragmatism. Each kanji presents a unique challenge; for this reason, 
the study of kanji is ill served by the rigid application of one theory of learning 
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or another. While methodological consistency offers a certain impression of rigor 
(which perhaps explains why most earlier kanji-learning systems of similar scope 
have followed more or less strict etymological or analytical approaches), the sac- 
rifice of any pretense at methodological purity is one that I happily make. Surely 
it is the most sensible response to the lack of predictability in the relationship 
between component parts of kanji and the meanings kanji have acquired in mod- 
ern Japanese. There is no consistent set of rules that governs this relationship, no 
one key that can be turned to unlock the meaning of every character. 


FEATURES OF THIS COURSE 


The primary goal of this course is to help you learn and remember the basic mean- 
ings of each kanji. It is also designed to familiarize you with the principal pronun- 
ciations of each kanji as you learn its core meaning(s), and to actively apply both 
the meanings and the pronunciations in learning a few sample vocabulary words. 
As it provides in one place the basic meanings, pronunciations, stroke order, and 
other information on each kanji, this text can also be used as a basic dictionary. 

For an exhaustive listing of meanings, pronunciations, or vocabulary contain- 
ing the kanji, you should consult a comprehensive kanji dictionary. Likewise, to 
learn about kanji etymology or for detailed instruction on how to write kanji, you 
should consult specialized treatments. A brief summary of the principles of stroke 
direction and stroke order is provided in Appendix 1 (p. 609). 


Coverage 

The 2300 entries in this course contain all 2136 kanji in the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology’s Joyo (regular-use) Kanji List (revised 
2010), plus 164 of the most useful kanji not designated in the list. In select- 
ing these 164, I first included all non-Joyo kanji appearing in the Test Content 
Specifications for Level 1 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT). While 
the administrators of the JLPT have decided no longer to issue these Test Content 
Specifications, the latest-issued edition (2006) provided an objective criterion of 
some practical significance. With a few exceptions, the kanji added from the JLPT 
list are in fact among the most useful of the non-Joyo kanji. 

Beyond that, I selected another roughly one hundred kanji for their general 
usefulness and/or ease of acquisition. To be included, a kanji had to rate favorably 
according to a simple cost/benefit assessment: How much time would it take to 
learn and remember this character? How much benefit would there be to remem- 
bering it? To assess a character’s “benefit”—which weighed more heavily than 
“cost”—I consulted a variety of authoritative kanji frequency rankings. Because of 
the biases inherent in these rankings, I included a limited number of lower-ranking 
kanji that in my personal judgment were important for you to learn. Conversely, 
I excluded some kanji that might have merited inclusion based on their frequency 
ranking alone. Most of these fell into one of the following categories: 


(a) Finmeiyo (name-use) kanji. Knowing the meanings of personal and place 
names is largely irrelevant to language comprehension. | have therefore 
included Jinmeiyo kanji on the basis of whether they are important for 
understanding words. For information on other Jinmeiyo kanji, I refer you 
to Halpern (see “An Ideal Companion Resource,” below). The section “How 
to Study the Kanji” (p.24) includes some advice on how to handle name kanji 
in your reading. 
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(b) Kanji which appear almost exclusively in a single compound. You should not 
study these kanji for their own sake, but instead simply learn the com- 
pounds. Kanji in this category appear in this course only if they belong to 
the Joyo Kanji List. 

(c) Kanji for plant and animal species. Some of these, such as ff: (4.2, Japanese 
Judas tree), would clearly deserve to be included if frequency were the sole 
criterion. But there is little point in trying to remember a kanji for a species 
of tree when one doesn’t even know what the tree looks like. I thus leave the 
bulk of these kanji to be pursued by those with a specialized interest (the 
important ones can be found in Halpern). 


The question of “cost” (that is, How much time would it take to learn and remem- 
ber this character?) was secondary, but it did influence my selection. Among the 
non-Joyo kanji, those which are visually distinctive, or which otherwise lend them- 
selves to an easy or intuitive mnemonic, are more likely appear in these pages than 
those which do not. 


Sequence 

The order in which you learn the kanji is perhaps as important as the method by 
which you learn them. I urge you therefore to take a few moments to familiarize 
yourself with the logic behind the arrangement of kanji in this course. 

A basic premise is that you will start with the first kanji and learn the kanji in 
sequence, Each grapheme is introduced the first time it appears (or, in a few cases, 
the first time you need to notice it), so that if you go through the entries in order 
you can build up your kanji vocabulary cumulatively, and will not need to search 
other parts of the text for the meaning of one of a kanji’s component parts. These 
component parts often consist of whole kanji appearing earlier in the list. Studying 
the entries out of sequence inevitably leads one into mnemonic explanations that 
assume knowledge one does not have (for this reason, those with some prior study 
of the kanji should at least read through the explanations from the beginning). 
That said, it never hurts to flip ahead and preview later entries, especially to look 
up unknown kanji in the course of one’s reading. 

Another reason to follow the sequence is that I have deliberately arranged the 
kanji to maximize the efficiency with which the adult learner can learn to read 
authentic Japanese. Most kanji learner’s texts, making an unfortunate compromise 
with the system of graded kanji levels that prevails in Japanese language instruc- 
tion, separate graphically similar kanji into different groups based on frequency 
rankings, proficiency test requirements, or the Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology’s kanji grades for Japanese schoolchildren. 
However, for the adult learner, it makes more sense (a) to learn kanji graphemes 
step by step, so that one does not learn a complex kanji without first learning the 
component parts to be used in interpreting its meaning; and (b) to learn kanji in 
logical groupings based on similarities in graphical form (and sometimes meaning 
or reading), so that one can give significance to the features that distinguish one 
kanji from another, as one learns them. These graphical groupings also permit the 
learner to acquire kanji more seamlessly and efficiently than sequences that give 
no regard to such groups. 

Because this course arranges the kanji in accordance with pedagogical prin- 
ciples rather than externally defined grades, it offers the most streamlined and 
straightforward program of study for learning ail the kanji needed for genuine 
literacy, but not necessarily the shortest route to some artificial milestone of kanji 


Introduction 


competency (such as mastering the kanji required for the beginning and intermedi- 
ate levels of the JLPT). I urge you to take the long view. You have a large edifice to 
build, and it will be better to build it patiently, according to one grand plan, than 
to rush yourself to complete one or two small rooms only to find that you have 
seriously delayed or distorted the overall project. 

You will notice that the sample compounds (“didactic vocabulary”) for each 
kanji contain only the kanji itself and such others as have already been intro- 
duced (this is another reason to study the kanji in the sequence provided). As 
far as possible, I have included sample vocabulary using each of the kanji’s most 
important meanings and/or readings. Because the didactic compounds can use 
only such characters as have already appeared, some characters (especially those 
having multiple meanings and/or readings, and therefore additional didactic 
requirements) appear later in the sequence than their importance would other- 
wise dictate. This fact should matter little to the learner whose ultimate goal is 
real-world literacy. 

To the extent allowed by the above considerations, I have a/so attempted to 
arrange the kanji in general order of frequency, so that you can learn as early 
as possible the kanji you are most likely to encounter in your reading. Let me 
emphasize here that the frequency factor carries less weight in the sequence than 
the other pedagogical considerations explained above. Nonetheless, it has not been 
ignored. For the benefit of novice learners, all of the hundred most important 
kanji appear early on. Also, while the imperative of grouping related kanji causes 
individual kanji to appear earlier or later in the sequence than frequency would 
otherwise dictate, the groups themselves appear in rough order of their aggregate 
frequency, within the constraints imposed by the step-by-step introduction of 
graphemes and the availability of sample vocabulary. In this way, the character 
sequence for this course achieves what perhaps no other sequence has done: it 
follows a rational pedagogy by introducing character components step by step and 
related kanji together, yet also introduces the most important characters early on 
and maintains a general correlation with frequency throughout. I sincerely hope 
that this volume’s unique kanji sequence—quite apart from its mnemonic meth- 
ods—will in some measure increase the efficiency with which students of Japanese 
can learn and remember the kanji. 


Explanation of Sample Entry 
A sample character entry appears below, with annotations: 


'ROLLUP. wind © ¥e< e< rollup; wind © 


2VOLUME ! ae WAL saeco roll (up), wrap; involve, ae 
n 

[> ° 1VART-AR watiZA scroll, rolled book 0094, 0031 

® Eth PA besbestFwr set of three volumes 

£(4) £3 E(%) | 0041, 0035, 0040 





24I)# Am separale volume, extra issue ..0090 














In ancient China, long records were kept on tally sticks (}8) bound with string. To store such® 
records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROLL—represented here by c (roll 


up). When referring to a bound work, 45 corresponds to the English “VOLUME,” which itself 
derives from the Latin word for “ROLL,” volyeresex 47 0456 
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@ Head character, The font used here simulates brush-stroke form, allowing you to 
learn to write the character naturally by following the image provided. Numbers 
indicate the point where each stroke is initiated, and its order. 


© Entry number. 


© Radical (the “root” grapheme by which kanji are arranged in Japanese dictionar- 
ies) and radical number. An explanation and complete listing of these radicals can 
be found in the back matter of Halpern. Some radicals will appear in a different 
form here than they do in the head character; for example, the three-stroke 
radical 1 in 4: appears in its six-stroke parent form Mill, For kanji that lost their 
radicals in the orthographic reforms that followed the Second World War, a 
substitute radical from the simplified form is given, followed by an asterisk. 


© A nonstandard form of the character. Most of these are traditional forms (iE 7, + 
‘\L) now used only in names but still found in prewar writing and certain other 
contexts. Some are alternative forms (M{K*}:, 724). For characters having 
both a traditional and an alternative form, I have listed the traditional form. I 
have not listed traditional forms that are not substantively different from standard 
forms (e.g., those differing only by the use of i_ in place of i_). Where appropri- 
ate, notes on nonstandard forms are given in the mnemonic annotations. 


© Entry number in The Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary: Revised and 
Expanded, edited by Jack Halpern. 


© List status, indicated by one of three characters: 
ti: Appears in the Joyo (#y)IJ) or “regular-use” list 
%: Appears in the Jinmeiyo (A %/fJ) or “name-use” list 
Sb: Hyogai (424)) or “off-list” (does not appear in either list) 


© Stroke count. 


© Meaning(s), adapted from The Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary. Each kanji is 
shown with up to three basic meanings, consisting of a “mnemonic keyword” in 
large capitals and additional senses in lowercase type. The mnemonic keyword 
provides a concise idea for ease of memorization. The additional senses are 
intended to supplement the keyword by clarifying the kanji’s general meaning 
and usage; do not concern yourself with memorizing these. 

The term “mnemonic keyword” refers only to the word or phrase in large 
capitals while “(basic) meaning” refers to an entire numbered meaning (where 
no additional senses are provided in lowercase type, the two terms are equiva- 
lent). In the mnemonic annotations, “M1,” “M2,” and “M3” refer to the num- 
bered meanings 1, 2, and 3. 

Within one meaning, commas generally separate similar senses and semi- 
colons more divergent ones. In practice, the great difference between Japanese 
and English often made arbitrary the choice between comma and semicolon. 


© Readings, borrowed from The Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary. All of the 
characters’ officially recognized readings are included. Following the usage of 
Japanese dictionaries, om readings are listed first, in katakana, followed by kun 
readings, in hiragana (in this course kun readings appear on a separate line), 
The portion of the kun reading that would normally be written in hiragana 
(okurigana) appears in parentheses. The okurvigana are written to indicate verb 
and adjective inflections or to clarify pronunciation in ambiguous cases. 
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Readings marked with an asterisk are not officially recognized in the official 
Joyo Kanji List. However, asterisks are not used for the readings of characters 
that themselves are not recognized in the Joyo list. 

For a more comprehensive listing of readings, and information on special 
readings for each character, see Halpern. 





© Didactic vocabulary including kana reading {%%¢ g¢ sotlup; wind 
and concise English equivalent, adapted from |1%33A¢ #26 roll (up), wrap; involve, drag 
the Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary. Kanji |" ay 
compounds include only characters that have peer ee ce he ee 
been learned previously, and are followed by se A Noi scicaranbslcmhahy a 
cross-references to the main entry, or entries, |? 92% «27a separatevolume,extralssue 0090 
of such kanji. Due to space limitations, only ene ee 
the principal meanings of each sample vocabulary word are given. 

For kanji with multiple meanings, superscript numerals to the left of the 
word indicate the meaning to which the vocabulary item corresponds. Circled 
superscript numerals (or circles without numerals in the case of kanji that do 
not have multiple meanings, or whose meanings overlap in the vocabulary item 
in question) indicate words that are useful to commit to memory as an illustra- 
tion of either a reading, a numbered meaning, or both. 

Where a compound forms a -% or -® type adjective, the -% or - suffix is 
included. Moreover, many substantives are shown in verb form with 14, or 
in adverb form with {<. These variations follow Halpern and are intended to 
highlight important usages and to clarify the kanji’s meaning. 

The « indicates a kanji in the didactic vocabulary that does not have its own 
entry in this course, such as the kanji wR in fiITA (AiWi#R*, tbolt A), In such 
cases, the word is first shown with the unlisted kanji replaced by hiragana (fol- 
lowing the official usage for non-Joyo kanji)—except when the kanji is used 
only for its phonetic value, or other cases in which hiragana would never be 
used. Note, however, that this practice is not followed in the vocabulary for 
kanji that themselves do not belong to the Joyo list, even though you may find 
these written in mixed kanji-kana form following official usage (for example, 
the sample compound for the non-Joyo ## 1614 is shown only as ‘ili, LLw, 
even though you will sometimes see it written as Hi] 9). 

The following functional labels, appearing at the front of the English 
equivalent in brackets, are used to clarify usage: archaic, vi (intransitive verb), 
vt (transitive verb), math (mathematics), familiar, baseball, grammar, literary, 
elegant, honorific, humble, slang. 


@ Mnemonic and other annotations. Specific formatting conventions are followed 
in the annotations. BOLDFACE CAPS are reserved for appearances of the entry 
character’s mnemonic keyword (additional senses forming part of the character 
meaning appear in boldface without capitalization), REGULAR CAPS are used when 





in ancient China, long records were kept on tally sticks (7S) bound with string. To store such 
records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROLL—represented here by C (roll 
up). When referring to a bound work, #5 corresponds to the English “VOLUME,” which itself 
derives from the Latin word for “ROLL? volvere. © 3 0456 
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citing the mnemonic keyword of another character for purposes of comparison 
or reference, but not in indicating the meaning of another character subsumed 
as a grapheme in the entry character. Italics are used to refer to the meaning of a 
component grapheme, when that meaning has been established as conventional 
within this course (i.e., #talics would not be used for a one-time interpretation 
of a grapheme). Italics are also used for referring to the meaning of another 
character when it is subsumed as a grapheme in the entry character. They are 
also occasionally used for foreign loanwords; their intent will be clear from 
context. Finally, underlining is used for emphasis. 

The following abbreviations are used in the mnemonic annotations section: 


“$1,” “S2,” etc.: stroke 1, stroke 2, etc. (as indicated in the stroke-order 
diagram) 

“S3-6,” “S9-11,” etc,: strokes 3 through 6, strokes 9 through 11, etc. 

“V1," “V4,” etc,: first didactic vocabulary entry, fourth didactic vocabulary 
entry, etc. 

“M1,” “M2,” etc.: meaning 1, meaning 2, etc., in entries with multiple 
numbered meanings 

“cf.:”: compare with 


® Cross-reference to look-alike or other easily confused character(s). i Fe 0456 


In some entries, the symbol #% at the end of the annotations 

section refers you to one or more characters with which the entry character can 
easily be confused, followed by their entry numbers. Usually this draws your 
attention to similarities in form (e.g., between iif and fii), but occasionally it 
alerts you to potentially confusing similarities in meaning (e.g., iV, CRY and jj 
TEAR) or in two characters’ mnemonic imagery or logic. For reference purposes, 
these cross-references have been provided even when they are redundant with 
those made in the annotation text. 

The aim of these cross-references is to help you become aware of features 
that distinguish a kanji from its look-alikes, to pay special attention to those 
features, and when possible to associate some aspect of the kanji’s meaning 
with them. This process, critical to mastering kanji, is done far more efficiently 
if one notes these similarities and differences from the beginning than if one is 
left to stumble upon them later. 


Appendixes 

Familiarize yourself with the contents of the appendixes before you begin the 
course, so that you can take advantage of them as you study. They contain the 
following: 


1. 


2. 


Basic Principles of Stroke Direction and Stroke Order. 


Regular On-Yomi Groups. The on reading of roughly a quarter of the kanji in 
this course can be learned reliably by mastering a limited number of phonetic 
components. ‘Take advantage of these low-hanging fruit by consulting this 
table from time to time as you proceed through the course. Groups are listed 
in the same order in which their phonetic components appear in the main 
entries. 


Selected Compounds with Irregular Readings. A list of common compounds with 
irregular readings, issued by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology. This can be left for the later stages of your kanji study. 
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. Understanding Kanji Compounds. Use this section to familiarize yourself with the 
underlying patterns that guide the formation of compound words from indi- 
vidual kanji. Since most kanji appear far more frequently in such compounds 
than independently, one needs to learn compounds to be able to actively use 
the kanji. Consult this section relatively early on in the course. 


> 


. Kanji for Countries and Regions. Lists thirty of the most frequently encountered 
kanji used as abbreviations for countries or regions. Consult this appendix 
when you're ready to try reading a newspaper. 


WT 


oN 


. Table of Grapheme Meanings. As mentioned earlier, each grapheme is explained 
the first time it appears in a kanji entry. Consult this appendix if you’ve forgot- 
ten the meaning assigned to a grapheme, and to find the place where it is first 
introduced. 


. Table of Related and Look-Alike Kanji. Use this table to practice differentiating 
among kanji that are graphically similar, or present other potentially confusing 
similarities. To find a kanji’s kun homophones, consult its entry in Halpern. 


~] 
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Fable of Nonstandard Forms, You will encounter nonstandard forms in proper 
nouns, in pre-1946 texts, and in words containing kanji belatedly added to the 
Joyo Kanji List. Familiarity with these forms will also help you read many non- 
Joyo kanji. Use this table to familiarize yourself with the nonstandard forms 
and, at an advanced stage of study, to test your ability to recognize them. You 
can also use this table to look up the standard forms of any nonstandard forms 
you come across. 


9. Summary of Changes to the Foyo Kanji List (2010). Includes a full list of kanji 
added to (or removed from) the Joyo Kanji List, a list of newly recognized 
readings, and other information on this important revision to the official list 
of “regular-use” kanji. 


10. Table of Finmeiyo (Name-Use) Kanji. Consult this table as you begin wading into 
authentic Japanese texts, Of the kanji you will encounter that are not intro- 
duced in this course, the majority will be name-use kanji. This table is also use- 
ful for finding the entry number of the hundred-odd name-use kanji introduced 
in this course. Note that I have not included a table of the Joyo kanji, because 
all of them are included in the course. The official updated Joyo Kanji List is 
available online. 


11. Table of Hyogai (Off-List) Kanji. Lists the kanji introduced in this course that do 
not appear in either the Joyo or Jinmeiyo lists, with their entry numbers. 


Indexes 

Three indexes—stroke count, radical, and readings—are provided for your conve- 
nience. Information on how to locate a kanji is provided at the beginning of each 
index, and summarized inside the back cover. 


An Ideal Companion Resource: The Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary 
When I first approached Kodansha regarding the possibility of putting together a 
kanji learner’s course, I suggested designing it as a complementary resource to The 
Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary, which | personally had found extremely useful 
in learning the kanji. Thanks to the cooperation of Kodansha—and the Dictionary’s 
editor in chief, Jack Halpern, who gave permission to reprint character meanings, 


Introduction 


readings, and a selection of sample vocabulary—learners now have access to an 
ideally matched pair of kanji study resources: a step-by-step learner’s course with 
the kanji arranged for sequential study, and a conveniently sized learner’s diction- 
ary with in-depth character meanings that clarify how each character is used in 
forming compound words. 

While this course may certainly be used as a stand-alone resource, I strongly 
encourage you to use it concurrently with Halpern’s Kanji Learner's Dictionary. 
Among the features that make Halpern an ideal companion resource to this volume 
are the following: 


1. In-depth character meanings. This Kanji Learner's Course provides the core mean- 
ing of each kanji, including one or more keywords for memorization and, 
where necessary, enough additional senses to clarify the character’s usage. For 
the more important characters, however, there are significantly more senses 
and uses than the scope of this volume allows for. Halpern’s Kanji Learner's 
Dictionary allows the user to discover that the greater part of the contribution 
kanji make to the Japanese language lies in the semantic richness of the sev- 
eral hundred most productive characters. While their entries each occupy but 
a single frame in this volume, they often fill an entire page in Halpern. The 
present volume provides a useful method of remembering these characters’ 
core meanings, but it gives only a partial view of their applications and range 
of meaning. It is therefore best used in conjunction with a dictionary providing 
complete and precise explanation of how each kanji is used, for which Halpern 
is the superlative source among portable volumes. For those interested in a 
reference volume, Halpern’s Kodansha Kanji Dictionary is recommended. 


2. Cross-referencing of kun-reading homophones. These cross-references identify 
characters that are related but usually not identical in meaning, such as those 
having the kun reading 6X(%): 4 (take in), #4%% (put away, put in 
place), if7%% (govern), and {$4 (master). Comparing these related words and 
characters helps the learner develop a deeper and more precise understanding 
of their meanings, and overcome one of the trickier challenges of the written 
language. 


3. Jinmetyo kanji and name readings. Halpern includes the full set of Jinmeiyo 
kanji, as well as special name readings for Joyo kanji. 


4. Full English equivalents for uses of characters as independent on-reading words. These 
allow the learner to begin making use of a kanji’s on reading even without know- 
ing any of its compounds, The independent on-reading words receive less atten- 
tion than they deserve in most Japanese-language learning materials, and offer 
the opportunity to master a character’s on reading through communicative usage. 


5. Full English equivalents for uses of characters as kun-reading words or word ele- 
ments. These also allow the learner to make immediate use of a kanji before 
knowing any of its compounds, and to master a character’s readings through 
communicative usage. 


6. Functional labels. These clarify, among other things, how a kanji is used differ- 
ently as a prefix, as a suffix, as a component of compounds, or as an indepen- 
dent word, 


7. Explanatory and supplementary glosses. These clarify the specific sense, range of 
usage, and syntactical function of kanji-based words. 
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HOW TO STUDY THE KANJI 


I have prepared this course with the assumption that you will start with the first 
kanji and study the characters in the assigned sequence. If you have previously 
studied kanji, you should at least read through the annotations from the beginning 
in order to lay the groundwork for learning and remembering the challenging kanji 
introduced later on. The annotations assume knowledge of what has come before. 


Step-by-Step Method 


Each time you begin studying a new character, proceed as follows: 


1. 


Z. 


‘Take a moment to study its form carefully, and compare it with similar-looking 
kanji appearing on the same page or adjacent pages (before or after). 


Read the annotation. Some annotations will instruct you to review an earlier 
entry that provides information that is in one way or another foundational to 
learning the present entry (this information will be found in the earlier entry’s 
annotation section). Often only part of the earlier annotation will be relevant, 
but it will generally be clear which part. If you’ve forgotten the meaning of a 
component grapheme, look it up by stroke count in the Table of Grapheme 
Meanings, which will refer you to the entry where the grapheme was introduced. 


After reading the annotation, look over the kanji again. Allow plenty of time 
for the images or ideas in the annotation to work their way into your memory. 
Try to see the meaning of the kanji in some aspect of its appearance or its com- 
ponent parts. Staring at it is not a waste of time. 


Study the kanji’s meaning(s) (see “Learning Meanings,” below). If more than 
one meaning is given, consider how the different meanings may be interrelated. 
Focus on remembering the capitalized mnemonic keywords. 


Study the kanji’s reading(s) (see “Learning Readings,” below). If kanji contain- 
ing the same phonetic component appear immediately before or after the kanji 
you are studying (as they often will), note whether the other kanji have similar 
or identical on-yomi. 


. If any cross-references are provided at the end of the annotation (indicated by 


a pointing hand), make note of any similarities or differences with the kanji 
you are studying. Train your eye to recognize the distinctions, and practice 
associating these with the respective meanings of each character, as suggested 
by the annotations. 


Practice writing the kanji several times in the stroke order provided—even if 
you are not interested in learning how to write kanji—in order to fix its form 
in your memory. Mastering orthodox stroke order is important to be able to 
count strokes accurately (useful for looking up the kanji in dictionaries), and 
to read cursive writing. 

To practice, start by tracing over the head character with a capped pen. 
Maintain continuous contact with the paper throughout each stroke. Then write 
the character, imitating the head character as closely as you can. Note especially 
how component parts are modified in form or proportion in order to accommo- 
date other parts. To maintain consistent proportion, use the printed manuscript 
paper (JitHiJHMl, A, <344L) the Japanese use. This paper provides squares of 
regular size, which helps you avoid the bad habit of writing high stroke-count 
characters larger than low stroke-count characters. 
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As you write the character, remind yourself of the mnemonic association 
between the kanji’s form and its meaning(s). Also, if the kanji contains a graph- 
eme you are writing for the first time, practice writing it until you can repro- 
duce it from memory, 

If the head character is a nonstandardized form (this will be mentioned in 
the annotation), you should also practice writing it according to the standard- 
ized form shown in the variant field below the head character, For example, 
for #) 0609, you should practice writing the standardized form #1. 


8. Study the didactic vocabulary provided (see “Learning Didactic Vocabulary,” 
below). If necessary, review other kanji appearing in the vocabulary using the 
cross-reference numbers provided. For sample words in which the kanji is 
followed by okurigana (a kana-based inflectional ending), note which portion 
of the inflected word is written in okurigana. For example, you should note in 
entry 0081 that 4/4 is written A, not HAS or HFS. 


g. Familiarize yourself with the traditional or alternative form of the kanji, if there 
is one. 


10. If you have a digital device handy, you can practice inputting the didactic 
vocabulary using a Japanese text input method, find sample sentences on the 
Internet, etc, 


11. Proceed as above until you have reached the end of the page. Then, test yourself 
on the kanji appearing on the previous page (see “Self-Testing,” below). 


12. Every » pages, test yourself on the previous set of pages, where » equals the 
average number of pages you are studying per day. For example, if you are 
studying five pages per day, then on completing page 80, test yourself on pages 
71-75 (see “Self-Testing,” below). 


Learning Meanings 

As mentioned in the sample entry, you should concern yourself only with memo- 
rizing the capitalized mnemonic keyword(s), not the additional senses listed in 
lower case, The mnemonics are designed to suggest the ideas encapsulated in the 
keywords. 

Following Halpern, each basic meaning consolidates a variety of related senses 
into a concise conceptual unit, This summarizing function, together with the clear 
division of each kanji’s senses into discrete numbered meanings, allows you to avoid 
the confusion students have long encountered in learning the more semantically 
rich kanji. 

In studying the meanings of these more versatile kanji, try to see how their 
ramifying senses are related through a core idea. Halpern is particularly helpful for 
this task (the more important the kanji, the more likely you will find a significant 
amount of additional information there). The keywords given in Halpern are not 
always identical to those given here, but the general meanings given in the two 
texts are consistent. 

For characters with multiple meanings, these meanings appear in general order 
of their importance. Note, however, that the mnemonic annotations will often 
start with a lower-ranked meaning when this aids learning and retention. ‘This is 
especially the case when the lower-ranked meaning is in fact the original meaning 
of the kanji, and is for that reason (a) more directly related to the kanji’s graphical 
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form, and/or (b) more intuitively related to the kanji’s various subsenses. For 
example, the kanji l!] has two basic meanings: CHEERFUL and CLEAR/bright, While 
CHEERFUL is the more important meaning in modern Japanese, CLEAR/bright is in 
fact the original meaning, which not surprisingly is more directly associated with 
the kanji’s semantic hints, “good ([!) + moon ())).” The mnemonic therefore instructs 
you first to think of a “good moon” as being CLEAR and bright, and then to associate 
this image with the primary meaning CHEERFUL, via the idea of brightness. 

As you study, always keep in mind that the mnemonics should not be learned 
for their own sake. Their only purpose is to serve as a temporary bridge between 
the kanji’s graphical appearance and its meaning(s). 

There is no doubt that for many kanji you will end up coming up with a more 
useful mnemonic than I have done. While this course will give you a reliable way 
of remembering 2300 kanji, it will certainly not provide the best way of remember- 
ing every kanji for every person. In preparing this kanji curriculum, I have had to 
insert generic mnemonics in place of some personal mnemonics that were specific 
to my own experience and thus of absolutely no use to you. I encourage you to 
reverse this process by replacing some generic mnemonics with ones grounded 
in your own stock of knowledge and experience. Here our one rigid rule, that of 
being flexible, applies as always. 

That said, you should also bear in mind that the reasoning behind a particular 
mnemonic will not always be apparent at first. In some cases, I have deliberately 
forgone an obvious mnemonic in favor of one that will help you distinguish the 
kanji from similar ones introduced later. Also, the above exhortations toward flex- 
ibility notwithstanding, it won’t do you any good to be gratuitously inconsistent. 
If you make up a new interpretation of a grapheme nearly every time you run 
across it, you will soon end up making your job harder rather than easier. Except 
when there is good reason to ignore an established meaning, it is best to stick to it. 
Moreover, if you find that a mnemonic hasn’t worked, it is usually more efficient 
to enhance the existing mnemonic than to completely replace it, lest you get the 
new mnemonic confused with the old one. With these cautions in mind, you are 
certainly encouraged to adapt this mnemonic system to include your own special 
insights. In time you will identify the mnemonic strategies that work best for you. 


Learning Readings 
One of the more daunting things about learning kanji is that many characters can 
be read in several different ways. The best approach is not to concern yourself with 
memorizing the readings for their own sake. Instead, focus on learning didactic 
vocabulary, and simply learn new kanji readings as you learn new words. Do 
memorize at least one didactic vocabulary word (and thus one reading) the very 
first time you study a kanji, since this will make it easy for you to produce it on a 
keyboard, to look it up in an electronic dictionary, or to find it in the readings index 
of a paper dictionary (or this book). For kanji with both on-yomi and kun-yomi, I 
recommend in general that you memorize a didactic vocabulary word for each. 
The appendix “Regular On-Yomi Groups” lists roughly 550 characters whose 
readings can be learned reliably by mastering a limited number of phonetic com- 
ponents. I encourage you to take full advantage of this list as you proceed through 
the course. 


Learning Didactic Vocabulary 
The didactic vocabulary for each kanji was chosen with the following purposes in 
mind, in general order of priority: 
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(a) to illustrate the basic meanings of the entry character; 

(b) to illustrate the principal readings of the entry character; 

(c) to create opportunities to put the kanji into practice in an everyday context; 

(d) to provide high-frequency or instructive vocabulary words containing the 
kanji; and 

(e) to review previously learned characters, especially recently learned ones. 


As suggested by the hierarchy of this list, high-frequency samples were given 
somewhat less priority than samples that illustrate an important reading or mean- 
ing of the entry kanji, This reflects the overall scope and purpose of this volume, 
which is to serve not as a dictionary but as a tool for gaining a solid understanding 
of the kanji themselves. 

An important feature of this course is that the didactic vocabulary of kanji hav- 
ing more than one basic meaning is arranged in the order of those meanings, and 
is labeled with a superscript numeral for cross-referencing with the meanings. 
This feature allows you to reinforce your understanding of the separate mean- 
ings and grasp how each one is used, emulating in a limited way one of the most 
distinctive and didactically useful features of Halpern’s dictionary. Note that I 
have not numbered sample words that in my judgment corresponded equally with 
more than one numbered meaning, or did not correspond with any numbered 
meaning. 

Do not neglect to briefly study the didactic vocabulary words, as these will 
help you not only build a more sophisticated sense of the kanji’s meaning but also 
assimilate the meanings and readings of the kanji you have already learned. 

I further recommend that you memorize at least one vocabulary word for each 
kanji, right from the beginning, so that you will not simply attempt to memorize 
the kanji as a detached entity. For this purpose, | have suggested one or two sample 
words to memorize for most kanji, by means of inserting a superscript circle to the 
left of selected vocabulary entries. In some cases, I have suggested three sample 
words, particularly when a kanji has several important meanings or readings, The 
words not marked in this way as “suggested” are provided more for the purpose 
of illustration than for systematic study. Learn these and other kanji-based words 
through your general study and communicative use of the language, once you’ve 
learned the kanji’s basic meaning. 

Memorizing the suggested words will create opportunities for you to use the 
kanji in practice, and will help reinforce the individual meanings when more than 
one exists. For example, it is easier and more natural to remember the kanji {& 
(74) as the 71 of IKIE (E29 7c\), state) and MRME (7:\)¥, attitude, posture) than to 
remember it on its own as a kanji with the two basic meanings STATE and POSTURE. 
The sample words help you ground your learning of the kanji’s meaning(s) and 
reading(s) in concrete examples that can be used in real-life communication. 

The vocabulary items also serve as ready identifiers for referring to a kan ji ver- 
bally. For example, a speaker referring to a kanji pronounced ++ 4 would typically 
clarify the reference by saying “the +74 of SvitA” (AHIR), “the 4 of MAX 
vy (HIRO), “the 4 of (EA SV” (4#AROAL), etc. For kanji with kun readings, 
a kun word would serve the same purpose. 

I have chosen the suggested vocabulary entries to help you learn and remember 
the basic meaning(s) and principal readings of each kanji, and to point out par- 
ticularly useful or instructive words that will allow you to begin communicating 
through kanji, whether actively or passively. While the suggested words will not 
be the most useful ones for everyone in every case, I felt it would be advantageous 
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for you to have some sound basis for selection when an overriding criterion does 
not present itself. | encourage you to replace them with any words familiar to you 
from other contexts, 

I have not included vocabulary suggestions when I felt there was no particular 
justification for recommending one word over others. Nor have I included them in 
the first fifty entries, whose didactic vocabulary is of limited usefulness as a result 
of the requirement of using only such kanji as have already been introduced. 

The didactic vocabulary assumes knowledge of hiragana and katakana, as well 
as some knowledge of Japanese grammar. Familiarity with word endings and 
the use of transitive and intransitive verbs is particularly important, as knowl- 
edge of the latter will allow you to make sense of examples such as 46% {2% 
& (thee 1724S, spoil a flower) and f#AHhVb (AZ Vh, rotten tomato). 
Always compare the examples given in the didactic vocabulary with the forms 
listed in the readings field. 

Some didactic compounds have irregular readings not listed in the readings 
field. These can be personal names (e.g., 5, £55), place names (Jit, “¥ 7), or 
words with irregular readings (-A, £!)), Of this last group, many appear in the 
appendix “Selected Compounds with Irregular Readings.” These compounds com- 
bine characters chosen for their semantic value for writing a pre-existing Japanese 
word, without regard to their phonetic value. For example, KA (dig + person) cor- 
responds to the meaning of the indigenous Japanese word for “adult,” bE, even 
though X is never read as tb and X is never read as +. A limited number of such 
compounds, known as afeji (suitable characters), appear in this course, including 
some which also have a regular on reading with the same meaning or a related one. 
An example of the latter case is “|| (present/this + day). Its regular on reading (— 
A\<%) means “today” as in “in this day and age,” while its irregular kun reading ( 
S45) means “today” as in “this day.” 


Learning to Write Kanji 

This course is appropriate both for those who aim to learn how to write kanji by 
hand and for those who are happy just to produce them on a keyboard. The step- 
by-step introduction of graphemes, and the unwavering emphasis on learning to 
differentiate among graphically similar kanji, will make it much easier for you 
to write kanji accurately. At the same time, learning the reading of at least one 
didactic vocabulary word per kanji will make it easy for you to produce kanji with 
a keyboard. While this course assumes that your first priority is to learn to read the 
kanji in the shortest time possible, you should still practice writing every kanji as 
you learn it (if only for the purpose of better recognizing it), and learn to write all 
the graphemes from memory. 


Learning Nonstandard Forms 

It is helpful to be able to recognize traditional forms, not only because of their use 
in names, but also because kanji not included in the Joyo list (or belatedly added 
to it) often appear in traditional form, 

In many cases, postwar revisions were applied to all of the characters based 
on a revised form. Thus, the short stroke deleted from the traditional form 7% to 
make the revised form ?% was also deleted from iff, # and other traditional forms 
based on ?%. In some cases, different traditional forms (such as the crowns of 4 
and 4#) were conflated into a single revised form (¢/“F:), rendering the origin of 
some revised characters unclear. 
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Self-Testing 

The kanji entries in the main section of this course have been laid out in reg- 
ular columns to allow you to test your recollection of the kanji after you have 
learned them. By preparing a card of the proper dimensions, you can cover up all 
of the entry to the right of the kanji, and test your recollection of its mnemonic 
keyword(s). By cutting a small notch into the side of your self-testing card, you can 
also test yourself on the didactic vocabulary (the superscript circles to the left of the 
suggested vocabulary entries allow you to limit your self-testing to these words). 
The same card can be used with the appendixes, at an advanced stage of study, 
to test your ability to differentiate among related or look-alike kanji, to recognize 
nonstandard forms, and to pronounce compounds with irregular readings. Both 
the Radical Index and the Table of Related and Look-Alike Kanji facilitate self- 
testing by bringing together groups of related kanji in a different sequence from 
that used in the main entries. You can simulate the use of flash cards by testing 
yourself'on these kanji in random order and checking off those you have mastered. 


Making the Transition into Reading 

This course is designed to reduce the difficulty of initially acquiring the kanji, but 
it is no replacement for using the kanji by reading real Japanese. You should not 
attempt to complete the entire course before doing so, or without concurrently 
studying grammar and other aspects of the language. The 1200-kanji mark is a 
realistic point at which to plunge into some kind of authentic reading material. 
This inevitably will expose you to many kanji outside your 1200, which will serve 
as an impetus to continue adding to that number. It will also tell you what other 
areas you may need to improve in your knowledge of the language generally. 

If you find these first forays into authentic reading too halting, you may be 
tempted simply to redouble your efforts at studying kanji rather than to apply what 
you already know. In fact you should pursue the two tasks together, immersing 
yourself in reading ever deeper as your supply of kanji increases. For one thing, 
this will help you maintain your knowledge of the kanji you have already studied. 
In addition, it will force you to explore senses and applications of kanji that go 
beyond the core meanings provided in this volume. 

If you read authentic texts, you will encounter kanji not covered in this course. 
Make a mental note of these, and perhaps write them in the margin of the Table 
of Related and Look-Alike Kanji, next to a group of similar kanji. It is helpful just 
to know that they exist. Do not worry about studying these in the same systematic 
way you study the kanji in this course. Instead, focus on learning the compounds 
that contain them. If such a compound contains another kanji that is covered in 
this course, make a note of the compound at that entry. 

You may prefer to use a graded reader, or a website that allows you to read 
Japanese webpages even without having an advanced vocabulary. While this course 
is not designed specifically to be used with graded readers, it is certainly possible 
to do so, When you run across kanji you haven’t studied yet, you can always flip 
ahead and preview their entries. But don’t let flipping ahead degenerate into skip- 
ping around—always go back to the place in the sequence where you left off, and 
continue forward in order. 

Ultimately, you should keep the goal of 2300 kanji firmly in mind, and eventu- 
ally press on to the end, always reviewing as necessary. Completing the course will 
create the space in your memory for these 2300 kanji, and hundreds more you will 
encounter elsewhere, to fit together in an organized way. Naturally, you may prefer 
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at first to set a goal of 1000 or 1200. But in the long run, while a partial knowledge 
of the kanji may help you complete a college course or pass an intermediate-level 
proficiency exam, it will not allow you to read authentic Japanese texts with real 
fluency. Every aspect of this course reflects the assumption that your ultimate goal 
in studying kanji is to read authentic texts. 

When you begin reading real Japanese, you will notice that a large portion of 
the kanji unfamiliar to you will be those found in names. Before long you will learn 
to identify personal names within a text. To pick out name kanji more easily, do 
cast your eye over the Table of Jinmeiyo Kanji in the appendixes. Compare these 
kanji with similar kanji you have already learned. Be aware that they exist. If any 
seem familiar, by all means look them up in Halpern or elsewhere. Practice pro- 
nouncing the personal or place names in which they appear. Write them out a few 
times. When you encounter a name in your reading, try to guess its pronunciation, 
or part of it, If there are furigana, read the name out loud. The important thing is 
to become familiar with the more common pronunciations of the name kanji—not 
their meanings. 


A Final Note 

In the early stages, you will no doubt find many of the memory aids superfluous. 
Indeed, to remember the most unique, vivid, or frequently encountered kanji, you 
hardly need a mnemonic system in the first place. These early stages will impart 
the useful lesson that a memory aid is only to be used as long as it is needed. 

Later on—during the long, critical period in which you know too few kanji 
to be literate and yet too many to keep track of without help—this text will be a 
source of order, clarity, handy solutions, and encouragement in the belief that your 
goal can be achieved. It will also make remembering many of the complicated, 
the unintuitive, and the look-alike characters as painless, or almost as painless, as 
remembering the easy ones. 

Still, no matter how useful any part of this course may turn out to be, it is not 
intended to be an end in itself, but merely a temporary expedient by which you 
may, in a reasonable amount of time, learn to read kanji naturally and without 
conscious effort. 'That feat shall be a testimony to the energy and perseverance you 
bring to this task, far more than to the method provided in the pages that follow. 
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1SUN 7H wvu' daily; days 


' 2 DAY - ee date; number of days (also written 
| JAPAN ate 
==" aa 7 FUCHS wlcetc day by day, every day 
op op ? 4H] %3u one day, acertain day 





3 AY icoy Japan and the Soviet Union, 
Japanese-Soviet 
0001 | We begin with the most common character and the source of all life, the SUN. | depicts the 
A 72 | SUN with a line drawn along its equator. It also means DAY, as well as JAPAN (as an abbreviation 
for [148 [21Z AL). In the didactic vocabulary, note the symbol , which means “repeat last 
character’; thus, ]}4=1H. 


2606 | 
TA | 








—AL wbtts one day 
#6 Istofthe month 
— yv6U"5 one by one; in detail 
AF AY | 2 we one (of something) 
BkE- BE(D) —-22 wtot> oneatatime 


‘The next three entries, representing the numbers ONE, TWO, and THREE, are classic examples 
of Chinese characters as ideographs—written symbols that represent abstract ideas. But one 
could also argue that they are in fact pictographs, representing ONE, TWO, or THREE fingers. 

7 
ow te 2115 





“H bo% two days; 2nd ofthe month. 0001 
Ah fex—be 2 meters 
—39%YF (c59+k two rounds, Round 2 
VEY Levanto twolemons 

tz ze (3) —DlD UVEDHEO one ortwo 





DOO3 | The first didactic vocabulary word (hereafter, “V1") is one of the many words whose pronun- 
ciation cannot be derived from the readings listed in these entries. A selection of compounds 
with irregular readings appears in Appendix 3, «a =& 0110 








. THREE SON &o se justthree 

gerne =H &om three days; 3rd (ofthe month) 0001 

, SHEC somee bythe 3rd 0001 

- aby =H (8Ate5 twoorthree days 0003, 0001 
RH A(D) An(d) =7Fes SATs three grams 


ee 








0004 | As these first four entries have made clear, the didactic compounds include only such kanji 
— | | as have been introduced previously. 


1689 
| 3 











2 | TEN =F tcbes twenty 0003 
(a5 twenly years old 
, --H ea ten days; 10th ofthe month. 0001 








Jay Dy. =-+H tom twenty days; 20th ofthe month 
so gy aR | aoc 0003, 0001 
—PHPET wvsroewskT without 
exception 














i 
0005 | We now skip forward to the kanji for TEN, so that we can start learning two-digit compounds 
+- 24 | in the didactic vocabulary. Cross your hands in the shape of +: two hands = TEN fingers. 
———|_ As a component grapheme (a meaningful contrastive unit within a character), 1 can also 
denote abundant/complete, cross shape/cross-shaped, or needle. 


2855 





PUA koa four days; 4thofthe month .. 0001 
+P bedi ©Ue34A) fourteen 0005 
PUIG Leese -kALRSEA) forty-four 0005 
+PUH twdéom fourteen days; 14th of the 


0 
be PS) Bsa) 5K month 0005, 0001 
PYS) &£ASY 4 millimeters 











0006 | The kanji for FOUR is based on a square, which has FOUR sides. Needless to say, you really 
have no need of memory aids for such elemental kanji as these numerals. But you may rest 
assured that this course will grow in usefulness in proportion to the number of kanji you try 
to learn, «= PC 1801 


FLH ve five days; 5th ofthe month....0001 
Pd, 7A U.cics fourorfivedays . 0006, 0001 
FTE Tews’ fifty-five 0005 
= ena | FOL wore around five 
Wits Me aeer Gop FAROH. Savnz five of diamonds 





0007 | You can approximate this shape using FIVE fingers: first, hold out the first three fingers of 
your right hand, then lay the first two fingers of your left hand across them. #& FH 0590 





' SIX XH tum six days; 6th ofthe month .. 9001 
: AA SVS Gost forthe first time in 
six days 0001 





+78 bwd4¢ sixteen 0005 


E] 4 
uz 
2 \ bo) belo) be WN? br six; six years old 


FRbY S<hy 6G tons 











To repeat, you really do not need memory aids for these most basic kanji, but if you wish 
to use one for 7S, you might see SI (stroke 1, as marked in the head character) as the letter 
“)” and $3-4 as the intersecting lines of the letter “x,” spelling the “ix” of SIX. Note that the 
stroke-order numbers in the head character are placed at the starting point of each stroke. 
_| wa ZX 0397 
































) SEVEN tH £m (=tm») seven days; 7th of the 
ITVOIVEH onc es cere en eeectope ttc g tH pacts 0001 
TCA Gas Lsics -beaeelcs) seventeen 
' days; 17th of the month 0005, 0001 
er CTH Sel03T (=LbUH397z) seventy-five 
Pete IPE) FED~ sc ee eee ete os me 0005, 0007 
CA.= LboXA, the lucky numbers; festival for 
children of three, five, and seven... ..0007, 0004 
0009 Write a numeral 7 European-style, with a line slicing through the middle. Then turn it upside 
— 1 | down. 
2854 


JNA £3¢ eight days; 8th ofthe month . 0001 


aoNE seas eighteen ney Toth ofthe 
005, 0001 


2-0 
ae AN i£62-0 eight euros 


miss 


* (9) %5(9) 35 DAD bathe alkonnonanestitel 


Put your EIGHT fingers (no thumbs) together in prayer (actually, almost almost together, imitating 
J\). Inside other kanji, 7\ will sometimes mean split, so the split between SI and S2 deserves 
special attention. Note that in these annotations, italics indicate meanings of component 
graphemes, whereas CAPS indicate mnemonic keywords of whole kanji. 


JLB 2Z2@* nine days; 9th ofthe month 0001 
ATAL ¥05UH5%05 ninety-nine 0005 
AFL << multiplication table 

Ju? 2202 nine (of something) 

ALU AS Z2MmHS startingonthe 9th _ 0001 





ROUND WERT UbHALET asone, 
all together 0002 
AMAL Ms Rising Sun flag 0001 
————— Fu» #30» round, spherical 
. #S(u) £B(DS) ZL % £83 make round, rollup 


| 0012 | simitar to 0011, so let the difference between them ($3) suggest the meaning. Because $3 
\ 3 | curves slightly, we can see it as part of the circumference of a circle (geometrically speak- 
~ | ing, an arc of about 20°), suggesting the meaning ROUND. Pencil AL into the margin of this 
page, then draw a dotted line to complete the imaginary circle, « WY 0087, Jt 0011 

















. :, 
‘CIRCLE TAvs #3y) circular, round 





‘ 2VEN TASS #3% roundness 
1497 aazz7 pie chart 
Ss : 2—F] 4.624 one yen 0002 
\E4(vx) ES 2+-)UFQ vesk2A fourteenyen 0005, 0006 





| 


See the enclosure [] asa hand, wrapped in a CIRCULAR shape around two Japanese YEN coins. 
Kanji do not make use of true CIRCULAR shapes, so the coins are drawn square. FY overlaps 
in meaning with AL, which can also mean “spherical.” Note the traditional form, shown in 
the reference data beneath the head character. 
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TATOO 4oute<cen324 650 yen 
ngussun nen ntise (Rann GES it 0008, 0007, 0013 
I=~=OOILALI— cekanumawdFAtcc 
230-9422 [telephone number] 0003, 0004, 0011, 0004 
I=OROVVA— (c#S4<MOyA— locker 
number 206 0003, 0008 


20801748 £68008 mark(an answer) witha 
circle mark; mark as correct 


—— _ |?OOXA saeesA MX 

0014 | Rounding out our trio of circle characters is the non-traditional kanji ©), long used in China 
but probably derived from the Indian “O-' It functions as a placeholder in kanji numerals, and 
like the letter “O” in English expressions such as “room two-oh-six.’ 


"ZERO, placeholder 
2 CIRCLE MARK; “blank” 





























HUMAN BEING oY?7 A DYFLA aRussian 
—A, vel one person 0002 


—-AA velit) one ortwo people 
0002, 





003 
vy =Y = 
ae X+A tcus3ica twenty people _ 0003, 0005 
AX veue people 











This minimal sketch of a HUMAN BEING is most often modified to 4 when it appears as a 
component grapheme in other kanji (first at {< 0061). It can also be modified to “, which 
usually appears at the top of other kanji, but in those cases it will be better for us to see it as 
a roof or other covering. e% A 0039 


























HUNDRED BA wvecics ahundred days, along time 0001 
! 
3 | BA oecica ahundred people 0015 
.” AHH 4ou'e<aa 600 yen 0008, 0013 
tx? S HATA sAUR<SaC bok 
366 days 0004, 0008, 0005, 0007 
0016 | See the number 100, turned sideways. A little line attaches the 1 to the place-holding zeroes. 
A 106 
“11h 
6 








1 THOUSAND | EA #aica athousand people 0015 


3 —F wotA one thousand 002 
i =F sA+#¢ three thousand 0004 
i __———— | AEFD totaaa 8000 yen 0010, 0013 

% FAIL BHI in pieces 








0017 | Think of this as a stylized letter T, to represent the distinct sound “th” in “THOUSAND” Like 
+> 24 | the Greek letter for the same sound @ (theta), it has a line running across the center. Write 
the word “THOUSAND” a few times, replacing “th” with -F-, and it should stick. e@ —- 0408 








TEN THOUSAND, myriad, all | AX tAtca Ava) all people 001s 
2 Al— £40. if by any chance 0002 
—F7 wW6eA ten thousand 0002 

Oy Ey ELA ue<eéA one million 0016 

=A sakaaa 30,000yen 0004, 0013 













As a temporary expedient, see — (one) plus an upside-down numeral 4, suggesting a1 with 
four zeroes after it: TEIN THOUSAND. The mnemonic should shortly become unnecessary for 
| this frequently seen kanji. Often used generically to mean a number that is so large as to be 
practically countless, c= Fy 0173 







AU vaczs population 
fF oe<6 amouthful 0002 
F132 ¢628 word of mouth 

a5 7 | F827 <6s87 lip synch 

<% INF S ¢bic+s eat; say, speak of 



















Depicts a MOUTH. As we saw with FY, even a round object like MOUTH is drawn as a Square 
in the kanji. Just as the English word MOUTH can refer to the end of a river or the entrance 
to a cave, H can refer to any mouth-like opening. Thus as a grapheme, CJ will sometimes 
mean opening or entrance. 









RICE FIELD FA A(t (EAI) tau’ rice field 
' om WATH HATA gas field 
=H a Mitalsurname] 0004 
Py HH #<'6 Taguchi [surname] 0019 


ras 


0020. Here we look down from the sky on a RICE FIELD, divided into four equal plots. As we'll see 
fH 102) later at 3% 0092, HH will also be able to take on the meaning head when it appears as a 
grapheme. The X appearing after [i] in the first sample compound indicates that this kanji is 
not introduced in this course. 




















"EYE 1—F vem Gvse<) alook,aglimpse 0002 








w 2|TEM; subdivision; order 1A wee attention, public notice D015 
12% 0% look, expression 
£7 KT RFA CuestcAw fiftieth person 


0007, 0005, 0015 


 - F- 
24H sua the sixth day 0008, 0001 

















0021 | This kanji depicts an EYE propped up sideways; the middle section represents the iris. I 
H 109| also has a second meaning that is more abstract, but just as easy to see: each of the three 
———~|_ rectangles represents one ITEM in a list three items long. See The Kodansha Kanji Learner's 
Dictionary by Jack Halpern for additional nuances of this and many other important kanji, 
Now a word about formatting: in the didactic vocabulary section, the superscript" in '—§ 
2619 | indicates that this example illustrates meaning * EYE. 
ale 

5 


i 


















AV AI] auedat Volga River 
JIS) py riverbank 
J @p<6 mouth ofa river 0019 
ty bp<' Kawaguchi [surname] 


mb JIA @tzE (=a) Kawada (= Kawata) 
[surname] 





Depicts a RIVER, with banks at the left and right, and water flowing through the middle, 
See Lj 0037 and 74 0818 for sample compounds using this character's on-yomi (Chinese- 
derived reading). «= "J 0818 























27—F w6ato January 
2 WEDS (= HF) one month 


2= FAB «Aeok5a March 8 
0004, 0010, 0001 


2 AH #out date 0001 
e 28U> time, days 





Ay WY 
2% 








Focus on the curves of the two upright lines and let them suggest a crescent MOON: the line 
at left outlines the dark portion of the sphere, while the line at right outlines the bright por- 
tion. A will frequently be incorporated as a component grapheme in other characters, where 
it can also mean meat, flesh, or body part (see FI 0216). 








sa ‘BRIGHT, cheerful THF] auty-2 bright moon, full moon; harvest 
’ PVD ON sg sso esearch eetgtetice 0023 


? CLEAR 
VHAS\> ase bright, light; clear; cheerful 


2HA As sHeSee clear, distinct, apparent 





ie HD(AW) HSM(SU) HBA at =aLe) tomorrow 0001 
d(H) ak(SA) (1S) -H(it)| HAS SA H<aw the following day 0001 
H(<) H(XS) HAT) L 
0024 | This is our first two-grapheme kanji. In it we see the sun (H) shining on the moon, making 
H 72 | it brilliantly BRIGHT and CLEAR. Notice how the two forms have been compressed; this is 
-——|_ because all kanji must occupy a square space of regular size. In the next entry, which com- 
bines three graphemes, H will become even narrower. 





























DAY OF THE WEEK le(A) c6.4300) Sunday 0001 
FARA(H) tf>k5(e) Monday 0023, 0001 


naa 
? w 
DP” EH &30° day of the week 0001 
¢ om ay “Clg L635 seven days of the week 0009 
ie] 
| 








0025 | ££ is a small bird (SI shows its head and beak, $12 its breast, $13-18 its tucked-back wings), 
H 72 | 33 also looks like a pair of wings—let them suggest the bird's flapping movement. Com- 
bined with [1 day, the image depicts the little bird taking flight from one day to the next, to 

the next, as the DAYS OF THE WEEK fly by. ex #2 1328, #4 1327 





ATCA) #50) Tuesday 0025, 0001 
XE 25 crater 0019 
uss cause ofa fire 
LX <6u fuse; pilot burner; cause (ofa 
-O (i- 





XH] wT slash-and-bum agriculture 0020 





A pyramid-shaped bonfire, from which flames leap to the left and right. As a grapheme, % 
means fire or burn, and takes either the narrowed form 4 or the completely different form 
aw, resembling four fingers of flame. 


XKIAK vars (as opposite as) fire and water 0026 
KO as spout, nozzle 0019 
FRED twca paddy field, rice field .... 0020 
JRI(A) .545(0) Wednesday... ...0025, 0001 
AA2K tfote. Mondays and Wednesdays . 0023 


7K 85 | Though it can appear in this form as a grapheme, it almost always changes to the completely 


different form ¥, easily recognizable as drops of water, w@ JK 1690 











: 'TREE ARIB(A) &<£5(09 Thursday 0025, 0001 
2wWooD LA7HA(A) wertoemaes) January7 

' : (Thursday) 0023, 0001 

ee XAS wb< Tuesdays and Thursdays 0026 

& 2. 2K sw (=&<%) (wood) grain 0021 

2—K ubixz¢ one tree 0002 





0028 | Another simple pictograph. Besides TREE, 7 also means WOOD or timber. In its narrower 
AK 75 | grapheme form (#) the fourth stroke is foreshortened. To make sense of V4, see the entry for 
H in Halpern (2619). 


2901 
#4 


ft 





























i 'METAL ‘| 14 <t2ta metal clasp, snap; metal cap. 0019 
?GOLD (24 Ae I RAXxTIW gold medal 
3 MONEY 3545 #4 money 
eae 4ele(A) SAk3(0) Friday 0025, 0001 
pia are -Ata AKA wotuea Mondays, Wednesditys, and 
C1 | Sra eee eth Sen ase et 0023, 0027 





















0029 | tn addition to GOLD, METAL, and MONEY, 4 is also the “Fri” in “Friday.” Visualize it as a stack 
4> 167| of gold bars kept under a roof(A\) (S6-7 show the gold’s glitter). The basic meaning is GOLD 
| (hence MONEY), but 4 can also convey the more generic meaning METAL. The grapheme 
form (#) carries the more general meaning. 




































SOIL, land AcA(A) &&5(09 Saturday 0025, 0001 
| --H ek Saturday and Sunday, weekend 
oN Goa ico AEM acs Ben te tet ce 8 Gace ha Ts 0001 
‘ 

: ——} AK viz< engineering works 0028 

F bk ; aes 
' ab A eva aborigines 0015 
vi) suc fiddling with dirt, puttering 

in the garden 














See this as a sprout coming forth from the surface of the SOIL, Its shades of meaning extend 
to earth, land, ground, etc. As with 4 and numerous other kanji, the hen (left-hand graph- 
eme) form of + (£) is written with its last horizontal stroke sloping upward, to make way for 
the tsukuri (right-hand grapheme) to extend leftward (as in Hh 0445), 

sax {> 0350 





‘BASIS, origin, root AS. AL mainland 0030 
2 BOOK BAR iA (=(2518A) Japan 0001 
ITHIS HOAOA SOUVEORA that person's Hook 















“e IAA AIA. the person himself, the said 
POISON eo argc cclegitenss asesstasioen spent OUTS 
AH (AL today, this day 0001 








To 7X TREE a stroke was added to indicate the tree’s roots. This gradually developed into the 
meaning BASIS. The root or BASIS of movies, plays, and many other things is in BOOKS. The 
visual focus should be on $5, suggesting an origin, a source, a BASIS. Indicating the time or 
place in which the speaker is BASED, AX also means THIS. 





HHA owvicisa easternjapan 0001, 0031 
HLL] ods eastexit 0019 
RY? oeLry? East Asia 

WFE-—W wsLFE— Wy East Timor 














0032 This character can be broken down into two component graphemes. Visualize the sun (1H) 
rising from behind a tree (7S): EAST. An on-yomi compound appears in the next entry. 














: "BIG "KE £uxA large sum of money 0029 
2 UNIVERSITY THAW sHau big, grand 
: . TAWIC sasuvc very, highly 
4 of | "RA see adult 0015 
BE- BH(AW) BB(WIC) MR ge ELI TOO On ENC ae 








Stretch out your arms, and spread out your leps: make yoursell BIG. The second meaning 
UNIVERSITY comes from X's use as an abbreviation for ACF: (72478 <, university or, liter- 
ally, “big school”), As a grapheme, A can also appear as 7s as in ¥E 1342, 








4s Ls5m2% month with thirty or fewer 
ete a 0023 


Avs #€eLs3 large and small; size 0033 







= 71 =< small lot, small sum [amount]; end, 
va 

- COP Oe cng recedes tence Sete ear cake: 0019 
TUNE a ‘h JI] asa) brook, streamlet 0022 







ANS Bevaduy small 





Now bring your legs back together, and pull your arms hack down: make yourself SMALL. As 
a grapheme, /}s can also appear as *” or °’, though we'll treat those graphemes as visual 
elements and ignore their etymological derivation from /}y, 











‘MIDDLE TBR £03525 Middle East 0032 
7 IN, throughout 'rAE— Wb $93t—- medium-high heel 
3CHINA 2tH12 ga in; in the middle of; between, 










F297 Ya 7 aoe 
a wa 
ee ? AFB t22%63 during the day 0001 
7 §-2%%3 Japan and China, Japanese- 
Chinese 






Right down the MIDDLE. -H also serves as an abbreviation for CHINA, the MIDDLE Kingdom. 
IN, the second meaning (hereafter, “M2"), is likewise related to MIDDLE. To start, then, you 
might simply memorize the keyword “MIDDLE.” 





‘LIFE, grow "AAE vader humaniife, life 0015 
2 BE BORN, give birth to }'—AE woled alifetime, all one’s life ...0002 
STUDENT TEE) gée—v draftbeer 

et Seger | REELS Ses be born 

W(SS) WCF) WTS) F(SIS) | 3 RAE esxuveny student ofthe University of 
AEN) 9ER 32) BO) (4(24) Tokyo 0032, 0033 





pIACOH) & we BE 
0036 | Behold a young plant springing up from the ground and growing its first leaf, See BIRTH and 
4E 100| LIFE symbolized in this first leaf, which you should make the focal point of this character. This 
entry has as many readings as any character you'll find, but as explained in the Introduction, 
you need not trouble yourself to memorize readings for their own sake. Instead, focus on 
___| expanding your vocabulary, and let your repertoire of kanji readings grow naturally as you 
2933 | acquire new words. That said, for 42, I suggest you memorize & 4, Yay, and Ze = from 
fi; | 5 | the start. Numerous examples to illustrate other readings can be found in Halpern. 























t = = 1 rane = 
1 | MOUNTAIN Xi #A volcano 0026 







\lI7K “ATU landscape 0027 
: ' LI] AeA. mountains and rivers 0022 
wy _ 7S zee hill 0034 


fase Ui > mountains; very much 




















0037 | Three towering MOUNTAIN peaks. Some typefaces obscure the fact that the left and bottom 
it 46 | lines are written in a single stroke. This is a good reminder that you should practice writing 
the basic forms you are learning until you can reproduce them from memory. Follow the 
stroke-order numbers shown in the head character. 






















'GO OUT 1HHA 7 go out, depart; go to, be present 


2 PUT OUT THE T<"6 exit 0019 
TAO vot sunrise 0001 

ay tH _ 2uN-> Et put out, produce; expose 

(Se) SO FECT) ECS) 7 THA Lobe (Lact) birth 0036 













Visualize the actions GO OUT and PUT OUT right in the character, by seeing one character 
for mountain (LL) rising out of another. The lower mountain PUTS OUT the upper; the upper 
mountain GOES OUT from the lower. Imitate this action a couple of times with three fingers 

from each hand, and the image should stick. 



















TAS} we enter 

' igu.% enter; join; contain; have; begin 
TO owes entrance 0019 
2X4 wns putin, letin; accommodate; accept 
2 4 (cw3eA_ payment, deposit 0029 


‘ENTER 
?PUT IN 


















Say 
WB) -w(B) WV) (114) 
(Ht) (ku (4) 














0039 | The projecting line at the top (distinguishing X from A 0015) indicates the onward flow of 
d. 11 | ariver that has just absorbed a tributary. See one river's flow ENTER the other's. Note that the 
distinction between , and A is especially noticeable in the handwritten form: in A, the 
right-hand stroke dominates; in A, the left-hand stroke dominates. «# A. 0015 










DOWN, lower, below 





PK tty sewerage, drainage 0027 

AF &vé& subordinate 0021 
tom now, at present 

JNF abu downstream, downriver 0022 


JNFISA@ PIS mbksaA@selc under Ms. 
Kawada’s supervision 0022, 0020 
















Ae 

Liz Le be UPS) ¥(H) 

f72() SHU) SECT) MRECT) 

<72(X4) B(SF) HWS) | ee 
In > and _l: (the next entry), the long horizontal stroke indicates a baseline, and the short 
horizontal stroke (sloping downward, in |*’s case) indicates the relative position either 
below or above that baseline. means DOWN below. _[. means UP above. By now you 
will have noticed that capitalized words not shown in boldface indicate keywords for other 
entries. 


























' UP, rise, raise, above 





Yay yay (oF 
’ 9A. -9R Bd- DA HIYA) -H(1TS) 
(WS) -h(AS) D(A) - (M1) 


ET sou" high and low; rise and fall; first 
and second (volumes) ......... 0.0. 00.0... 0040 


Hk. 3a one’s superiors, one’s seniors; one's 

CUMETS Fence sinedeis ehtnestnees . 0021 
JIE tba upstream, upriver 0022 
E24 ##S go up, rise; be finished 


MES) OY) OLS) OCF) | LS owe goup 


0041 Having explained this kanji in the previous entry, | will use this space to explain something | 


=] 


about the next one: Note that the asterisks after the readings °C (2% 4)* and °@(t.)* indicate 


| that these readings are not officially recognized in the Ministry of Education’s Joyo (regular-use) 


Kanji List. This does not stop writers from using them. 


oe 


H(ES) -E(EV) E(MS) -E (4S) 


hk Se5LFS suspend, stop, discon- 
tinue, cancel... 0095 

iL24 &xe [vilstop 

ILEVAL esky perch, roost; footrail 0028 

ILS ewe [vt}stop 


-K(a) -@(S)* -e(t)* 8% stop (performing an action) 





| 0042, Let SI-2 suggest the figure of a man holding out his arms to STOP himself. To distinguish 
from _E, see $3 as another man pushing him from behind. The bottom stroke will be the first 
man’s feet, which he is using to STOP himself (we'll revert to1’s primitive meaning of foot 
only when it appears inside other kanji, such as in 7E 0140 RUN and 4 0679 WALK). 


RIGHT, upright, correct, exact JEAN #u4EA original document; authenti- 
0031 


cated facsimile 


RAE #vL5 Taisho (era) (reign of Emperor 
Taisho, 1912-26) 0033 


IEA Usdt> New Year's holiday; January...0023 
JEL YY #AELA* right, correct 
WEt= #&Ic just, exactly; surely, certainly 
0043 | See S1asa line that is added at the top of 1 to ensure that all the strokes are set at RIGHT 
angles. It is there to make certain that the vertical lines are perfectly upright, and that every 
angle is exactly 90°. The image of straightness also suggests the English word correct, which 
derives from the Latin word for “straight,’ rectus. 


t4 van 
AR (LWY) ACT) EX EX(IC) 





12 "FOOT, leg; step 1— JE uso%< one pair(of shoes/socks).... 0002 
? SUFFICE : ULHL astep 
“ 4 "JET # le at/under one’s feet; gait, pace, 
- ———————— —j _ step 0040 
. a TAKE £*¢ sh 0030 
HL (WS) E(B) ECE) ee cue 
AT IPCRUS taraceus A thousand yen 
will suffice 0017, 0013 











0044 | Represents the Japanese word  L, which conflates the English words “foot” and “leg.” Here 

Jé 157) we add a head (I) to the image of a body with outstretched arms we saw at 1E. 1E appears 

= in a modified form here, with “high heels” to emphasize the FEET and legs. While the earlier 
image emphasized the idea of STOPPING, this image emphasizes the FEET. 




















‘ FIX, decide, settle ETA Woturts fix, define, unify . 0002 





, SEA base ruler[ct. #0624] 0028 

‘ . EDD x#wS fix, decide, settle 

i | - FA Vay FE) 4#% law; decision; destiny; certainty 
AP(HD) X(ES) X7E(D) FEMA AHA clearly 





O45 | > means roof or house (Si suggests a chimney). Here the roof has been added to FIX the 
+ 49 | lower portion in place (modified from iE 0043). In IE. we added the top stroke to set the 
figure RIGHT; that achieved, we now add «** to FIX it in place. 






















‘HAND, arm; labor; skill 1X TS icwaletS obtain, procure _ 0039 
? PERFORMER OF AN ACTION, -er TEAC Upside inthe hands 0035 
The bese skillful, proficient 0041 
om TPF apes unskillful, dumsy 0040 
CCT Re ‘A weve hand, manpower 0015 
2-1) pic doer, dealer, highly capable person 








0046 | Depicts a HAND. This is usually abbreviated to + as a grapheme, which we'll interpret as 
=: 4 | either hand or arm. See aa 0053, Ff 0352, and #% 0517 for examples of compounds using 
; M2, 

















TEMPLOY, use 
2THINGS TO DO, business 


TAWS %5u% employ, use 
THLA &5tcA. steward, manager 0015 
‘FAK £3¢4° tap [irrigation] water 0026 
‘AFA icb&5 everyday use 0001 
2 ata S 2£5n% have things todo 





me —— 
$5 (WH) 















0047 | Because it will often appear inside more complex kanji, it is wise to give this kanji the 
concrete, visible meaning container, by picturing the crisscrossing lines as the intersecting 
staves and hoops of a barrel or bucket. For the present entry, simply let the image of a bucket 
suggest the notion of EMPLOYING an instrument or having THINGS TO DO. 


‘WITHOUT 14 A tA uninhabited; unmanned. 0015 
2 NOTHING 1 EFA ok5 useless; unnecessary; forbidden 
0047 


2HEOTH wits bring to naught 
4 OtdEu. gtasteu haveno money... 0029 


. eR TF —SS — 
9, 0. 1 R Ze (Ws) 
A \ Y Y MET #<+ taciturnity, reticence 0019 


0048 aw means fire (see XX 0026). Imagine what's above it as a bookcase, utterly consumed in the 
K 96 | flames, leaving NOTHING. «= £6 1654, BE 0961 











1832 
| 12 











1 31 


NOT, un- AHA £3 ofno use 0047 
AE Sev» injustice, wrong, illegality .. 0043 

AEM TUM uncertain, indefinite 0045 

“ — — = = APKE s8€< insufficiency; want; cissali tection 








halted by $1. Up, up into the sky we go... NOT. This character is sometimes interchangeable 
with {MG when the reading is 7. 


‘TURN ROUND ‘|S #66 [vilturnaround 
2TIME ‘> €h¢ [vt] turnaround 

' ElnlS Ssbkps exceed, go/be over 0041 
wh De ‘Fel cxpy athand; personal [items] . 0046 


#£b(4) -#b(4) -Eb(Y) Hb(4) |?7—[B] come onetime, once 0002 
-Eb(F) Eb(L)- -Eb(L) 


| TURN ROUND this wheel-like shape in your imagination. As you do, count each TIME it turns | 
round: one TIME ROUND, two TIMES ROUND, three TIMES ROUND... 





‘SAY O23 3 say, speak, state; call, refer to 


A 
2 SPEECH, word TSOEIL webb expression, turn of phrase 


0050 

~| 173589 Asus declaration, announcement . 0024 

w(3) ze MEA IA silence, muteness 0048 
2—F vere GvSiA, USA) aword 0002 








See the four horizontal lines as sound waves emanating from the small mouth ({_I) at the 


bottom, indicating SPEECH. As a grapheme, = will mean say, speech, or word. Starting in 





this entry, @ superscript circle indicates suggested words to memorize in the didactic vocabu- 
lary section. Meaning numbers appear inside circles when both apply. See entry 0222 for an 
important vocabulary word using 7. 


TONGUE GlF3 (HH) #5 (sharp) tongue 

Vso (Re) bed gartulity, loquacity 
OBIT Lee stick out one’s tongue 
| 0038 





HM LOND Liwbone one’s tongue gets 
twisted 








“This pictograph, stylized over the centuries, shows a mouth at the bottom and a TONGUE 
sticking out towards the top (it reminds one of the expression “forked tongue”). To remember 
the on-yomi, memorize the compound appearing at #% 0133. = 74y 0254 





























’ F SPEAK ORGS ites speak; tell 


= 2 
— ff Fa Lib sign language | 0046 
‘eect 7 #hL-F &kl7 speaker, person speaking 0046 
‘wy 7 ariL AH (t%L409 while talking, busy 


cP 
So’ ‘ 
tke (4) (kel , [telephone line] 0035 
GE AtMeL. (teLaeur nothingtosay 0048 














| 0053 | To SPEAK, we must produce a flow of sound in our vocal cords, and adjust this sound using 
= 149| the tongue. Both ingredients are present here, in their compacted grapheme forms, Train 

your eye to see the tongue (1) jutting out to regulate the sound waves (SI-4). The difference 
between ji and 44 0051 is roughly that between “talk” and “say” in English. 







‘ACTIVE 


VATS ponte utilize, apply; conjugate, 
2 LIVE, lead one’s life —— 


inflect 


VE MU pom (=osXA) active volcano 
0026, 0037 


@sb iH tvs life, existence; livelihood... 0036 
























i ————— —————— ——" — —E 
0054 | We now encounter the grapheme version of water(¥), introduced at 7X 0027. In this charac- 
3K 85 | ter it indicates a moist fongue, suggesting LIFE and, by extension, ACTIVITY. 














'GO, proceed D4F< ure Hd) go, proceed; attend 
? ACT, perform 147 < <7 one’sway, ahead (ofone) 0046 


®475 sc act, do, perform; practice, carry out 
27 WAzs speech and conduct 0051 


= 47 (#23 two lines (oftext) 0009 


*LINE (of print} 
ay ¥a7 FY 
w(K) w(K) -(S) WS CS) 
Wk BOF) 






























At the top see two intersecting roads. Let this suggest GO and, by extension, ACT. For M3, let 
the space between $4 and $5 suggest a LINE of text. In the margin, copy 47 big enough that 
you can write a LINE of text in the space between $4 and S5, then write something in. The 
usual grapheme form, 4, will suggest go or act. 











AUD (ZALA. one’strue mind, one’s real 
intention; one’s conscience 


HEART, mind, center, core 








Orb &H3LA center, middle 0095 
iy DP LA6e> heart, mind, true motives. ..0035 
mrH CCH LAC#> lovers’ suicide, double suicide 

O4F4 ET ccaw<#T to one’s heart’s 






content 














Primitive picture of a HEART organ, surrounded by various arterial valves. The meaning 
extends to spirit and mind, so when it appears as a grapheme (sometimes in this form, but 
frequently as ‘T, and infrequently as ‘J»), we may call it either heart or mind. 











EAR 


s 2 
Ad 











OHH cve< eyes and ears; one’sattention _ 0021 


HE 403 inner ear 0035 


| Hs sane earpick 


FP saat earlobe 


0057 | Differing from F in the way its top, bottom, and right-hand strokes jut out, 1 represents 
H 128) the three sections of the outer EAR. With an earlobe projecting down from the bottom right, 
~~] & looks like someone's right EAR, or your own left EAR seen in the mirror. E's writing is 
unusual, so practice it carefully—you'll need it for writing other kanji. 


2948 
| 6 





‘AGAIN; also 
OR, in other words 


kre re Erc(M)- 


ca JS 0773 





@Mit £et or; in otherwords 





0058 | Derives froma picture of one hand crossed over another hand, implying the idea of duplica- 
MX 29 | tion (AGAIN), as well as alternate choices (OR), As a grapheme, X will usually mean hand, 





Vat 


&(S) EY) EM)- U- -& (1) 


MAA £&aLt See youtomorrow.. 0024, 0001 
‘MOH #tovu another day 0001 







WOK Ustu drawing water 0027 
MU ARS Lyne take in; harvest; 

accept, adopt 0039 
MY LYS ears take/pick up; confiscate; 

deliver (a baby); accept, listen to; adopt 

(a proposal) . 0041 
RYU eyes take out, get out, pickup 0038 
AY wev schedule 0001 


D059 | see this as a hand (DZ) reaching out to TAKE someone's ear(H; note the slight difference 
from =F). You will notice in these mnemonic annotations a strong preference for the active 
participle, such as “reaching” in the previous sentence. These “-ing” verbs, while not the most 
elegant choice, help us see actions taking place and avoid abstract statements. 


"BODY 
7 2 ONE'S PERSON 
“SOCIAL POSITION 











vy 
A 


"UD LALA mind and body 0056 
OW Leola one’s place of origin 0098 


240 E #52 one'scareer,one'sfortune. 0041 


@s¢0 (|) ametu one’s person, personal 
citele/belongings 2.000... 0050 


Iv Ef LeSLA humble position 0034 








0060) See as a BODY with a long cane (S7) carried on ONE'S PERSON. the image of standing with a 
158] cane also suggests SOCIAL STANDING. Take special care to learn 44’s unusual writing. 


2977 
®|7 | 











4 
: SEM) cue 3(v) regular holiday 
Yrs setntctenerneetniensie 0045, 0001 
—— fk 403L pause, standstill, dormancy; rest 
BE ls on ee ecteenh =” MP. Minlapnet igen oto ace hae tex 0042 
PT (CE) PTS) VF (06d) OfKA Bya rest, recess; suspension; vacation, 
holiday; absence 








{ REST, suspend O#KH &05t2 holiday, day off pont 
0061 


Now we'll learn the first of many characters incorporating 4, a compact form of A 0015 
9 | HUMAN BEING, We'll usually refer to 4 as man, which is less abstract, and which allows us to 

contrast it with # woman (see 0093), Here see a man RESTING against a tree (7s). Its sloping 
| branches make a comfortable bed to REST on. oa 4° 0062 


> 

















1 BK LAK (=a) body 0060 
® 4K vate human body 0015 
1e4® dete outline; generally, roughly, on 

S LAC) 2 ee 
V4KM porate inside the body 0035 
25E4K Ledee* one’s true shape; eonpabueres 








Here the focus shifts to the tree’s roots or physical basis (see 4X 0031). A man (4)'s physical 
basis is his BODY. s 1K 0061 













' BELIEVE, trust 









LA&S trust, credit, confidence 0047 





2 MESSAGE, signal 142.0) LALA faith, belief, piety 0056 
1 42 (c#3LA. joining the faith 0039 





1R{E LA distrust, discredit 0049 


142U S(=fa FS) LAUS (=LATS) believe; 
believe in 









0063 | Review = 0051. Here we observe the mouth speaking a MESSAGE to a man (4 ), who trusts/ 
‘A.9 | BELIEVES it. See 5¢ 0065, =f 0079, and 3H 0159 for sample compounds using M2 MESSAGE. 






ATTACH, be attached to, hand over 









APA sta postscript, additional remarks 0051 
Ofte >< attach (to), adhere (to); be connected with 


{$14 1+ attach, fasten; put(one thing on 
another) 


At HLS settes add on, append 0044 
BicftitS asics acquire (knowledge), 
[CARS tae ees Whe oa see andes 0060 
In + see a man reaching out his arm (S3), carrying a smatl object (S5) (this is also an inde- 
pendent kanji we shall meet at entry 0381). Here, see the outstretched arm ATTACH (or hand 
over) this small object to the man at the left. Take a moment to visualize the arm ATTACHING 
the object, sticking it on, handing it over, delivering it. «= [ff 2214 


















7 

(144) 2044) -3(1F) 20) OM)- 
(IF) DUH) -51F OK) -3 (4) 
2(%) -9(%) -9% -3(8) -3S 




























of a message... 
OPS 3B receive, accept 
= Sc! H itd passiveness; passive voice. 0060 
Ya 


" 2 P SATANA 3ttune accept tto; 
3 : St 3 pt, consent to; 
DFS) GF) 3 (MS) receive, accommodate ...........0......... 0039 


Seft Sttou receipt; receptiondesk 0064 


ae. P RECEIVE, accept Zl} Lela reception (frac Wants) pale 
0063 
en 

















0065 "The opposite of “hand over” is “RECEIVE” Here we meet two new graphemes, Claw (*7), at 
XL 29 | the top, derives from JI\ 0201 CLAW. “7, in the middle, looks like “+ roofwithout the chim- 
ney, and means cover. See a claw (*7) handing over the cover and a hand (3X) RECEIVING it. 
| wae SE 0778, FE 1123 














'TO THE... OF OPP ve not more than, under; the following 


‘> 2 BY MEANS OF mine 
\ TLL wad not less than; beyond; the 
above-mentioned; naw thats that’s all, 0041 
1 . 4 ADA ae two ormore people 
to(T)* 0003, 0015, 0041 


PSMELLC chetort with this; because ofthis 



























The primary meaning of this kanji is TO THE... OF. This is a rather abstract idea, but with a little 
imagination we can actually see it in 24. Copy LA on a piece of scratch paper such that $4 is 
the length of your hand. Place your left hand edgewise over $4, palm facing toward the bottom 
of the page (you'll have to bend your fingers backward a bit). Your thumb should be hang- 

ing down in the position of S5. Now make a sweeping motion in the direction your thumb is 
pointing. Anywhere TO THE southeast OF $4 is indicated in the phrase “TO THE... OF” (the area 
occupied by S1-3 is left out). See Halpern for information on M2 BY MEANS OF, os 4) 1354 
























'STAND Orp yr 451 neutrality 0035 
2 ESTABLISH ©i2 9 stand, rise 

"Wb EMS tkbae% stand up, rise to one’s 
yy Yay LOS d Pon See tiie, Rechetosn dere ty tht an 0041 
(OD) -tk(2) fe(b)- ECTS) ‘35h ASIeL chatting while standing up 
PATH) FCC) HT PET) iis 
FE(T) ECTS) MC4 #7 stand, make stand, establish 

















Depicts a STANDING person, Fora sample compound using M2, see iz 0520... Now to prepare 

for the next entry (75), we need to learn the grapheme |S, which derives from a drawing of a 

hillside. When it appears at the right side of a kanji it will denote town; at the left (as in P) it 
will denote hili(s). To allow [8 to suggest both meanings, visualize it as the town’s perimeter walls 
on the straight side, and as the hills outside of town on the curving side. While on the town side 











ef the hills have been landscaped into a sheer wall, on the outside the Aills maintain their natural 
B| contours. In both cases, |3 acts as a barrier — a town from the outlying wildemess... 
SECTION, division, department “Pil v5.3 part, portion, section; a copy (of 
| eee IANO i esc Sg ceo ge cg tee 0002 
ary EB vs5cs upper part [section], top; surface 0041 
HBS £5.5° east, eastern part 0032 
BBP sa subordinate 0040 


 OMBICAS ... OstcduS fall under the 
heading of; be classed among ; 0039 








0068 | (Continued)... Here [§ appears at the right, so the other graphemes (person standing and 
&, 163| mouth) appear in the town position, inside the barrier. When you see person standing above 
mouth, imagine a very short person standing on a box. Thus here we observe a short person 
attempting to scale the wall to escape the city. He’s not tall enough to surmount the wall 
| from the ground, so he divides the task into two SECTIONS, ascending the first SECTION with 
eid a box and the second SECTION under his own power, ©& [3 1263 


#|1 




















Of (cizu. double 0003 
= 1 HE WLE tcteuuues atleast twice as much 


te? oNa 0003, 0066, 0041 
a | | *Peict SHS iteicdes double 


0069 | We bring in fi¥ at this point to show that the very short person standing on a box can also 


‘ ‘TIMES, -fold VA -RT UeVsuwes speak twice as 
_ = KOUBIE much as others 0015, 0002, 0053 













A.9 | appear at the right, in which case the kanji will be pronounced 24 (as in SF 1263, the inverse 
| of the last entry), Here the very short person encounters a man of average height, DOUBLE his 
own. Again, the box is his equalizer. «= {i 0577 
0090 | 
| 10 






















~~ 1 BECOME; form "RAUL S evyoss comeinto existence; be 
— 2 ACHIEVE formed, be organized 0047 
2KMtS kvvewss achieve greatness 0033 





Oo % 
MCA #0UA adult, grown-u 0015 
4 Yan i 8 P 


RB) RE) BF) gehen form, consist of; be 


Wt t%F form, make; accomplish 





the label spear. can be seen as a spear thrower (the dot stroke shows the spearhead). 
Here, & appears with an extra stroke (/&), which we'll interpret as an optional “guide” that 
helps the weapon reach its target accurately. To 1X we need only add the angled stroke at 
the left ($3) to complete bY. Thus $3’s function is to complete the form. As a mnemonic, let 
$3 trigger the idea of BECOMING whole or ACHIEVING completeness, as in the word me A, 
6 | VLA (coming of age, adult), which we might associate with “attaining one’s spear. 




















"REPLACE, substitute OfR 4S ms substitute, take the place of 

















* GENERATION, age a was ani replace (something) 
3 CHARGE, fare with (another 
oh wR —| BORE #OLS8A ransom 0060, 0029 


KiEOCKK AvLssM& Taishoera 0033, 0043 


(DS) AD (DY) -*CHY) AAAS) 
RY a7y—-# taxi fare 


& LA 


“giving a man (4 ) the spear(-\)” REPLACE is intuitively related to the other two meanings: 
just as one GENERATION (or age) “replaces” another, a CHARGE (i.e., a fee) “replaces” the 
resources spent in rendering a service, © {% 1361 


: KING EF #3T check, checkmate 0046 
2 AFATE. £54783 media magnate 
, FE#VCS #5ekTS enthroneaking 0067 
ty! | EO ESIC B5MK51C like a king 


4 








00 12 “A common etymological interpretation provides an easy way to remember =. From top to 
bottom, the horizontal lines originally represented heaven, man, and earth. The vertical line 
represented the symbolic union of all three in the KING. 
























GEM; round or spherical object ] KE ATE polka dots 


HAE ve<aaece hundred-yen coin 
0016, 0013 


0027 






— a YR yA Yak vk soap bubble 
eg H3E até eyeball; loss lead 
Po PoE. PE E sb7ek eyeball; loss leader... 0021 
IC a ST (RCHE) eatcay" flawin the crystal, 
| flyin the ointment 
0073) See $5 as the king (F's GEM. When = is used as the hen (left-side, usually meaning-bearing 
¥ 96 | grapheme) in other kanji (such as #2 0532), it loses the short “gem” stroke, but nonetheless 
denotes gem or, more generally, a round/spherical object. The on (Chinese-derived) reading 
#3 7 is unique in this course. 























TREASURE 






OE wov2¢ gem 0073 


REAL A e532924 Toholfilm] 
Studios . 


CL AMS<L lottery 














0074 See “> roof as an indication of the unusual value of the gem the king holds in Ee. The roof 
++ 40 | is present to protect this special TREASURE. Write ¢. and _Ie in alternation: in =E, you are 
gig depicting an average GEM, in “&, a rare TREASURE, demanding protection. 


A 








COUNTRY 





EE #52< kingdom 
JE 2<55 king 0072 
fl. 2<25 national treasure ............ 0074 
O32 =< national (park, etc.) 0067 
OB)% <iceic nations 













[| means border, though we shall be flexible and see it more generally as an enclosure or 
precinct, or sometimes a box. Here it indicates the enclosure around a king and his gems 
(the crown jewels, if you wish): the borders of his COUNTRY. 









| WHITE OW Lau white 
AA i#<&a. white person, Caucasian 0015 
AIH i<t> broad daylight 0001 


AZ Lett silver; silver coin 0029 
ito%A platinum 


OAR A% suvs<e clear, plain, obvious. 0024 
















DF EXT 
LA Lb6- LAV) 












“0076 | Let St suggest a blinding WHITE beam radiating from the sun (H). Kanji in which KJ] appears 
41 106) at the right generally have the on reading 7.7. This and other such groups are listed in 
Appendix 2, a resource you will want to take full advantage of as you study the kanji. 

c= F{ 0081 





















| : | EMPEROR TT AB] 252<¢ [archaic] Japan 0075 
? ' 
= 39 ot 
ui] 


0077) A white (41) crown atop the head of a king(E) signals a still more exalted status: EMPEROR, 
Fy 106| Don’t just link the elements semantically, but rather visualize the crowned head. Useful 
= compounds to learn appear at fat 0255 and K 0270, w= 47 0755 

2223 


19 


















WHOLE, all 4E] #ac¢< the whole country 0075 


OR +4,3 all, the whole; wholly, entirely 
0068 





— FEO AAO perfect, infallible, absolutely 
ty secure : gore 


Fok (<) F(T) O4< go#€ entirely, utterly 
ETO FXO all, entire, whole 










0078 | As we learned earlier, “ is a flattened form of A, but it will be simpler to see it as a roof or 
A. 9* | other covering (overlapping in meaning with “> and ~~). In =E we have the union of heaven, 
DS man and earth in the king. Here, see “~~ as emphasizing this wholeness. All three parts are 
er covered under this one roof—the WHOLE thing. 




















O< w< write 
‘XIU mee dictation 0059 
‘42 LAs correspondence, letter 0063 
O88 i<vs white paper. 0076 


24d #ALs comprehensive treatise; complete 
works o078 


"WRITE 
> BOOK 










va 
a (<) -at(%) -AtS 








See a three-fingered hand (=) holding a pen and WRITING on a pad of paper. Etymology 

teaches us that $7-10 do not in fact represent |] sun but the obsolete El say—we'll ignore 
| both and instead see a stack of writing paper. #f and 4S 0031 both mean BOOK: 7F sug; 
gests a product of writing, while 4< suggests a product made from the material of a tree. 





‘AFFAIR "Rt ae fire 0026 
2 ABSTRACT THING 14 #2 sietc without incident 0048 
OFAEH £4t things todo, errands, business. .0047 

a 0 RRC TS uxceicds decidetogo. 0055 
zk 2a CATAL. zea mL There is nothing to 
write about 0079, 0048 











0080 | This time see the hand turn the pen upward, holding in the air some THING it has skewered. 
J} 6 | Exactly what the hand is holding up should be left vague, for = does not in fact refer to a 

= physical object, but to. an ABSTRACT THING or AFFAIR, Remember, the hand goes at the top for 

8. WRITING (7), at the bottom for holding a THING (“J#} up in the air. ea 4% 0172 


2986 
| 8 

















SELF HAW vis< confession 0076 


1 
ne! ORK vkv itself; one’s own body 0062 
— EM vA. self-confidence 0063 
aa ca FAA® vss self-evident, obvious. 0024 
aN) BOC) OHS ates oneself 


0087 The much-stylized result of what began as a drawing of a nose. It will be wise to retain this 

‘4 132| association, for in Japan one points to the nose to indicate one’s SELF, and A appears later 

~~ | in the kanji for NOSE 1558 and BAD SMELL 1560. Take S1 as that little stubby thing you see in 
front of your eyes (A) when you look at the world: your nose. #@ |} 0076 





SHELLFISH SEQ kee cowrie shell 
#2 A a&Satuy conch shell 
AR F> wus shell button 








ignore eye (FI) and see the whole character as a striated SHELLFISH, with two little legs for 
scampering across the seabed. As a grapheme, A often means money or wealth, from the 
use of seashells as a primitive form of currency, «= bf, 0083, 0837 

able to see 


aS A(KD) A(ttS) 
Fit ats show, let see; pretend 


0083 | This character is similar to A, so focus on what distinguishes them. JL is a real pair of /egs, 
longer and more flexible than the little stubs the shellfish scurries around on. A thus stands 
taller in 52, the better to SEE. From here on we'll usually assign JL the meaning human legs, 
or simply fegs, but now and then also roots (when they depict the “legs” of a plant), er A 

0082 








O— Fl uoita alook, aglance; apparently 0002 
OBZ ad see, view 


Jit aL headline, heading, caption; Ne 
INDOX aerate gh Oe chg. Gots Peto oe 


SLX HAS be visible; look like, appear; ‘ 












iB 
’ POWER, strength, force OfEAA zue physical strength 0042 
GA) #2He< vital force, vitality, energy 0054 
‘ 
HAA ovcicaus the strength of a hundred 
SVE men; greatstrength 0. 0.0... 0016, 0015 
| ae F}C set: strain (oneself), show one’s best effort 
OWEANT bHoeunT with effort 


[emphasis] 0039 


See as a heavy iron plow (handle on the upper left, cutting blade on the lower right), and 
Hy 19 | imagine the POWER that forces it through the hard-packed soil at the end of the dry season. 
Though we visualize a plow, the meaning it conveys is POWER, Contrast with 7L 0011: 77's 
aha must angte backward, not forward, or it could not plow ahead smoothly, «= 7L 0011, 
0085 








2860 


| 2 























SWORD KT) ue3 longsword 0033 
ONT) zattem (L453) pocketknife 0094 


U7) »&att-t machete 0037 

bey HAY) (cigA£3 Japanese sword ..0001, 0031 
rete Doth: pro 2% (equipped) witha 
blade 0064 





handle shift our visual focus to the blade. As before, see the cutting edge on the lower right. 
As agrapheme, /J is usually modified to !J, which we shall associate with swords, knives, 
| cutting, and slicing. = 7) 0084, Jt ool, A) 0087 




























CUT, sharp —YOM wor all, entire, whole 0002 


OK veto important, weighty; 
valuable 0033 


OMS #% cut, slice, sever 
nw4 *£ns becut (off) run aut, expire 
4 —%— On 4-eUexH apiece of cake 
0002 




















ey 4 
%(S) -&(4) &(Y) -8()) -¥Q) 
&(NS) -¥(14) 3(h) -¥(HN) 

| -¥ (it) ae | ee 
Recall the slashing line in the European-style handwritten numeral 7 (see 0009). Here see 
the sword (JJ) making the sideways CUT across the numeral. This entry clearly illustrates an 
important rule for writing kanji: in writing “left-right” kanjt, we must generally make the left 
side more compact than the right. 








FAW &£5cva sword blade 0085 
OAH iva drawn sword 0076 


BASS weats die by one’s own sword 
0041 


FON wkeort edge ofasword 0085 
KCWMHSHA kcenaid asharp blade — 0086 











‘0087 | See S3 asa slash made across the sword (J) by the blade of another. Feel and hear the cut- 
JJ 18 | ting sharpness of the razor-edged BLADE as it leaves this mark. This mark should suggest the 
~~ lacerating edge of the BLADE, whereas 7) means SWORD in general. Practice writing both 

characters in turn until you've internalized the difference. 3 7J 0085, JL 0012 


11% ‘DIVIDE D4}1FS sits divide into parts, distribute 


\ 2 PART @ak4> 33:4. part, section, portion 0088 

; I MINUTE 2 44> #%3:A. social position: rank, identity. 0060 
SvowgT 2&4) Ws self, oneself 0081 
bi) HU) b(MHNS) b(HS) |? [ASP Close EicvasA) twenty 
bi(a2) minutes 0003, 0005 











0088) Here sword cuts up not a7 (-E, as in & 0086), but an 8 (/\). We learned before that as a 

7 18| grapheme /\ 0010 can take on the meaning of split. See the sword splitting, or DIVIDING, 
the top of the character into two PARTS, Associate MINUTE (the time unit) with the idea of 
DIVIDING time into PARTS. «a ZY 0089 





1713 
th | 4 


itt 

















3 PUBLIC O20 sO public, formal, official 
OVW. 2310 public (institution) 0047 
2. NQ 5 23. official, officially fixed ........0045 
4 =r BATS 23fAts declare in public; profess 
HH 0051 


23/9 230005 fairness, justice 0024 








0089 | Here we add the grapheme Zs, another drawing of the nose, more convincing than the one 

J. 12 | we saw a while ago at [1 0081. As we did then, we should associate the nose with the self, 
for we shall also take 2, to mean self or private. Thus 2 gives us split (/\) and private: see a 
private place splitting its doors wide open to welcome the PUBLIC, = 4) 0088 











' SEPARATE 
? ANOTHER 


OF AIS Koc separately 


‘STS SAN TS classify, distinguish; 
divide, separaté......00...00000000000. 00 


OWi.4 pins separate, part from 

2A SovA another [different] person _ 0015 

25) OAK < MA another[different] book 
0031 





















ay 


bay (id) 











kanji structure: As we saw in the Introduction, in most left-right kanji, the en is the semantic 
element, while the tsukuri is the phonetic element (though the phonetic hint is often not use- 
ful in Japanese). There are a few exceptions to this positioning, including |), which despite 

7 | being a semantic element appears at the right. «= 41] 0718, 5 0300 









'LONG ‘HR LAbs9 stature, height 

2 CHIEF, senior ORE vuse5 growth 
OW eau long 

fay VEG aa Jong talk 

A (Y>) @28-6 36.43 division chief 


arms, while the lower part of the character shows the pleats of his garments (see 4 0700 
GARMENT), Note that the main vertical line is written in two strokes (SI, $6). «> 5 0510 








1 MAN BOA BezseY twomen/males...0003, 0015 
HOLM serous manly, masculine 

: ORF 625% eldestson 0091 

' Wy ty = xaea thirdson 0004 

Bk iE #3 Masao[malegivenname] 0043 





0092 | It is natural to associate MAN with rice fields (FH) and plow (79), but it’s more direct just to 
HH 102| see the top as a MAN’s large head and the bottom as his legs, running. From this point on, 
the grapheme J will be able to take the meaning head in addition to rice field. 


2199 


al7| 











56 














' WOMAN ORD sx3ve eldest daughter 0091 

¥$ec #HAU men and women, both sexes 0092 

. itr 23s imperial princess 0077 
Bg xy oan ~| aA tcxlcA woman 0015 

BAR w BOA BAKMUE woman 0015 











— ———— ————e 
0093 | The product of many modifications on an ancient drawing of a kneeling WOMAN, facing 
2g 38 | toward our left. In today’s version, it will be easier to see her facing forward or toward our 
| right, crossing one leg behind the other in an elegant feminine curtsy. Contrast her gentle 
curtsy with the POWER(7J)-ful forward motion in Yj. 


















‘CHILD, son 
2NOUN SUFFIX, small object 


1dr Lee children, sons and daughters 0093 
DF / EOF val BAKO. girl. 0099 
ORF /HOF LAL /BEZOZ boy. 0092 
i om '-E-F #3t prince 0072 
te 2 reC egglcf. 9M 1141] 0073 








0094 An infant CHILD, recognizable by his oversize head and arms outstretched for hugging. ~ “fis. 
written in three strokes. «= “¥* 0163 

















LIKE OFFA zow taste, liking; choice; wish 
? FAVORABLE OAM Kvvt% very fond of 0033 





\4uES sAGTS fondness for women; 
———= ———— amorous man 0093 
2a 2 : 
cod) #2) Eye wo) BAL svekl good-natured person 0015 
2%f32 25u fortune; good deed D080 











0095 | The analytical mnemonic “women (4) LIKE children (¥-)’ is straightforward enough to do the 
trick here, but | encourage you to see the woman and child LIKING each other. Notice how 
woman changes in the hen form, One on-yomi compound is provided here; a more useful 
one to memorize appears at 4 0172. 


' ‘PEACEFUL OF BALA. peace of mind, relief. 0056 
ro ? INEXPENSIVE VE HaTeve stable, composed 0045 
; TH opty Stoo peaceful, tranquil 
: yy @#@\. Sys inexpensive, cheap 
WHE) WH (ES) OH OF (HA) |7 +A Uedsazavev down ten yen [foreign 
exchange market). 0005, 0013 








Depicts a woman in a PEACEFUL state, at home (under the roof). Don’t try to memorize an 
abstract statement like “A woman feels peaceful under a roof’; instead, see the PEACE and 
calm in the picture of the woman under the roof. When applied to products for sale, gf 
means INEXPENSIVE, as in promoting financial PEACE of mind. 














| PROPOSAL, plan, idea KITS SALe IFS think out, contrive, 
i 0038 


t 
isi devise 
‘ WHTS J0HAFS make aplan, devise, 
| draft 0067 
Re ORE WCS SAEKTS drafta proposal 0067 
mH. KN SAMUS asfeared, sureenough . 0045 


KS S(=KCSD) HAS (<HAUS) ponder; 
WOTTy over 








0097, Peacefulness (22) at the top of a tree (AX): this is where the woman goes to think out, 
#75 | design, and plan a PROPOSAL (the three verbs all refer to secondary meanings). 4€ has a 
rather businesslike connotation, so don’t imagine her loafing around up there. 


iff #2U movable type, printingtype 0054 

“Ff iw character form, type 0062 
Ow—-<2F o-ve Roman letters 

ik vs traditional form ofa kanji 0043 

KSGF HeeeU large character/print 003% 








0098 | Here too we find some serious work going on. See the child (¥-) at home under her roof (“”), 
F- 99 | practicing her CHARACTERS. With that image, let me remind you to wrile out the kanji as you 
~| learn them, even if you don’t plan to learn how to write them by heart. ws 4 1542 


"STUDY 1227) #<W4< scholarship, scholastic ability 
0084 


2SCHOOL 
OaeAE geceur student 0036 


oF O22.33 gaat study, learn 
OA vw university 0033 


EROS) 
273 4 txw3e<FS entera school, 
matriculate 0039 











»Y is a variant of J’ small, but is actually used here as shorthand for the cumbersome eleven- 
stroke crown on the old version 4. We'll interpret *Y flexibly, according to the image we 
want to give the kanji. Here, see little bits of knowledge cramming themselves into the head 
of this STUDYING SCHOOLchild. Distinguish *Y from * claw. 





; FATHER O40-F iL father and child 0094 
»* {X32 eux. godfather 0071 


5, 
O40 sou Father's Day. . 0001 
9 7 | BARXA HedxA father, daddy, papa 
bb 
































cme fea oe 
‘ ‘WRITINGS, learning, culture ME KALS (=bAvs) document, letter, 
F ite 
2 7LETTER, script vs 
’ 13c4F KAD literature, letters 0099 
ics = 13CAH stAsbu» civilization, culture 0024 
Se 23° 4 character, letter 0098 
#AL character, letter; writings 











0101 | See a person sitting behind a desk with crossed legs, WRITING LETTERS. The desktop is high, 

W& 67 | so we can’t see the writer's body; only her head pops out at the top. 3C means LETTERS both 
in the sense of “written symbols” and in that of “correspondence.” fix the images of ME and & 
in your memory, so that the next entry will not jar them loose. 































‘INTERCOURSE, association e]4€ 2225 diplomatic relations 0075 
2CROSS, intersect, interchange ORES (=36¥4) £US (-kX%) [vil be mingled, 
intermingle 
—s @2b + mht exchange 
ay We(CTS conmees take tums, altemate, 
EU(bS) EL(AS) EUS) relieve (someone) 


(XZ) ¥(8S) -2G) aldo) |PRATS cates hare ave dea att 





To avoid confusing this entry with the last two, focus on how it has even more intersecting 
lines than the others, 32 picks up all their crissCROSSING lines and combines them into one 
kanji meaning CROSS and INTERCOURSE. Now practice writing all three in turn, repeating 

their meanings out loud as you go. In later entries, *~ will take the meaning fid. 




















OBE #025 school 0099 
TWEE LeSHo25 primary school _ 0034, 0099 
VBE 25645 principal, schoolmaster ....0091 
TE FHE CeLZS girls’ school 0093, 00% 
@ IE c5eu proofreading 0043 


"SCHOOL 
? PROOFREAD 












19 








0103 | An important meaning of 2€ is associate. #, the hen form of AX 0028 TREE, can imply wood 
or things made of it. Thus #é suggests a wooden building for associating or socializing with 
| others: SCHOOL. It’s also where we go to have our written work PROOFREAD. 


ae MOTHER OF: iL. motherand child 004 
~ | SCRE aux father and mother, parents... 0100 
5 | FEBS £23 alma mater, one'sold school. 0103 
Y’® | Es oe RE@H isso Mother's Day 0001 
thts BEXA #HHSA mother, mommy, mama 
0104 | MOTHER’s breasts. 
i 80 
2917, 


ta 











EVERY OA ducé every day 0001 
pa HEA #uvoe (=#) everymonth 0023 
AEG] uur every time 0050 

. 24 AEALNBA susek5U every Saturday 
~Dk(Ic)* 0030, 0025, 0001 

OSes esau 

Has ome every other day 

0003, ¢001 








‘D105 | ~ is aversion of 4 man, inverted and turned sideways. We shall follow the etymological 
{8 80 | meaning here, but in other cases interpret it flexibly. The bottom portion is 2 MOTHER, but 


p__.| with her nipples combined into one stroke. This combination implies EVERY, for EVERY man 
ay 


has a mother. 

















AME UU (=385e%) ocean 0033 


iif uve oceangoing, maritime, marine 
0041 


AAEWE pacar Caspian Sea 
OHARHE ictzame» Sea of Japan 0001, 0031 


Ojo Saove Ocean Day| Japanese national 
holiday, third Monday in July) ...0..00..... o001 












subsumed character as an integral whole, this being one way in which we simplify complex kanji. 
Thus here we treat 49: as every (rather than man+ mother), producing the mnemonic “Every drop 
of water (7 } flows to the SEA” When you find kanji split between left and right, you can normally 

use the Hen as a semantic hint and the tsukuri as a phonetic hint. But to repeat, the phonetic ele- 
ment is often not very useful in Japanese; witness the on-yomi of #4 and ii:, In any case, we must 
use the tsukuri as a secondary semantic clue if we are to make sense of the character. 


{A LAL believer 0063 
a bLe speaker 0053 
O82 a*<L» scholar, leamed person.......0099 


| BAOBCH waecneort (lam) from 
[with] this university 0031, 0099 


OLe# £t4M outsider 








0107 | Review + 0030. Diagonal $4 points under the soil, so take to mean (literally) buried 

+ 195| underground or (figuratively) old. Let 2 suggest a PERSON growing ofd from exposure to 
the sun{H). Note the tiny extra stroke in the old form, which also appears in the old forms 
of the many kanji that incorporate #. 








‘MANUFACTURE; workmanship, work | 1A Acs man-made 0015 
q 2 CONSTRUCTION 'T 25a< engineering 0099 
"RIE #w< carpenter 0033 
a4 7 ®T =5v construction D0BD 

; 2 TS 255035 Under Construction [sign] 
0080, 0035 








‘M108 | Imagine that this character depicts an 1 beam, as viewed from one end. | beams are MANU- 
. 48 | FACTURED at steel plants and used in the CONSTRUCTION of buildings. When we find 

| used as a grapheme, we can give it either of these meanings, or the related meanings work 
Lin or workmanship. Do not confuse with the katakana =. 


2866 
ff | 3 























‘FORM, style, manner OERK e#uvate formally, regularly 0043 
2 CEREMONY, rite VAIS ...Uatc afterthe fashion 
3 FORMULA 2 Ack #vvALa coming-of-age ceremony 
= 0070, 0015 
PX, @\ 4% a 
(@ Aah c3n<Le school entrance ceremony 
0039, 0099 
3485 25% formula; formality 0089 








Here we combine _L. workmanship with ~% spear. The meanings FORM, style, CEREMONY, 
and FORMULA can all be derived from the underlying concept of an action done according 
to a prescribed form, so let L. suggest the spear-thrower's professional workmanship in 
performing his act according to prescribed form. «= SX 0110, FX O11 











SAR saicetaaa the sum oftwo 
thousand yen 0029, 0013 











TWO (in legal documents) 














A special set of kanji exists for writing numbers in bank notes and other legal documents, so 
as to prevent people from adding a stroke here or there to easily altered characters like ~~ 

and _.. A few of them appear in the Joyo Kanji List and thus in this course. Here, the number 
TWO (=) is hidden in the lower left of the character. «& 3% 0109, i 0111, — 0003 





ORR Kea militarypower.... 0004 
OR oe warrior, soldier 0107 
BLA SUA warrior 0015 
SCR KA. literary and military 





_ MILITARY: warrior 












See a MILITARY man stepping forward to A Ae an invader with his spear. Following the 
principle mentioned in the annotation for 4X 0059, we deliberately avoid the more concise 
but abstract statement, “MILITARY men stop invaders with spears” ar ZX, 0109, =% O110 





THREAD OF *AL gold thread 0029 
FREED VIE worekepsec withoula 
stitch of clothing on, stark naked onn2 

iran 4E%% ae rawsilk 0036 

we OFM) wees beginning, firststep; clue 0019 

Ase USewe white thread D076 








0 12, Here we encounter for the first time the grapheme %, which you should learn to see asa 
#, 120| child. In #, visualize S4-6 as THREADS the child is playing with, 0 ¥ 1077 


1866 


ar 




















BEFORE, ahead LAT wtA. before, ago, since ; 006s 





? 
: 
wn StH] Leva before the fact NT) 
‘ ‘~ BU? &ALe the former 0107 
} Ey a «JO RTET Aas last time 0050 
ER -EA Oa Pil= m#xIc ahead of, before 





113 | Here for the first time we'll let 5 denote meat (see FX 0216 for this derivation), *” derives 

7) 18 | from /\ (EIGHT), and $3 is —- (ONE), but instead visualize two strips of meat that have been 
sliced ( |J ) and placed in front of a tine. See J and !J behind the line, and *’ ahead of or 
BEFORE the line. 


AFTER, later, rear, behind OPE we after this, from now on, in future; 
thereafter 0 


37% wr’ after the fact, ex post facto 0080 


; | # 25» the latter 0107 
Sac). SPE 


Ob IL(D) LS HE BEND) REIL HEEL See apna 


{£42 3L4H6 from behind 





Now we add the grapheme 4Q. When we find it at the bottom of a kanji, we'll take it te mean 
crossed legs, Here 4 (from 4 0055) indicates that you're trying to go somewhere, but your 
child (%) is lagging behind AFTER you with crossed legs, Mt 4 O119 we'll add a second 
meaning for %. 















‘NOON “FA CA morning, a.m. 0113 






2(sign of) THE HORSE PRI 24605 inthe morning; all 
morning 0113, 0035 
, ——— + 47% oz afternoon, p.m. O14 









iE“F Led noon 0043 











Originally depicting the head of a horse, 4- came to mean NOON because the sign of THE 
HORSE was the central sign of the twelve Chinese horary or zodiac signs, corresponding to the 
middle of the day. We might ignore such trivia, but “F's stmilarity to 4@ CATTLE (in the next 

entry) presses us to see the difference between them in the variation between the head of a 

horse and that of a bovine. Naturally this is the male’s horn, which you should see in the pro- 
truding tip of $4 in 4 CATTLE. “F has no such horn, but like 4 it does have a tag clipped to 
one ear (51). Use A& 0336 for referring to an actual horse. = “|* 0116, -F 0408, 4° 0117 







a *4 CATTLE AKA tvee3 water buffalo 0027 
44% e532 rump ofacow 0114 
OFA =5U calf 0094 
é Fay 
3L 





Like “F, 4F depicts the animal’s head. A bull’s horns are on the sides of its head, but here 
see them symbolized in the middle (top of $4), so as to distinguish 4 from 4F. See #L 0160 
and FA] 0216 for other on-yomi compounds. «= 4F 0115, 4 0590 























' || YEAR | JED AELR pAwStied openall year 
0035, 0048, 0061 


O4E AR BAKU age, era, period; date 0071 
(ESE AH Ghuypad out (birth)date 





‘ RY 0036, 0023, 0001 
eb fe4F sata many years 0091 
Off E® &L3aaM older, senior 0041 





0117 | “f° 0115, marking the return of the sun to the top of the sky each day, represents the comple- 
+ 51 | tion of one rolation by the earth, Similarly, “F. marks the return of the sun to {he same posi- 
tion in the sky each YEAR, representing the completion of the earth’s revolution around the 
sun, It has an extra horizontal stroke, so we can interpret the two lower horizontal strokes as 
the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Let the short vertical stroke represent the sun’s path from 
52 | directly over one tropic, to directly over the other tropic, and back.  F 0115 








OFACE &5ttA matter (of business), things to 





MATTER, case be 
O047 











done 
Sie wera affair, incident, case, event 0080 
| Cb sata matter, case, item 0097 
FE CUsstta (= TUstHA) fifty cases, 
fifty items 0007, 0005 
ZOTILOWT EOWA OUT Regarding 
that matter 7 a x 








{A man (1 Ys cow(4E) is his own MATTER, oa 2 0743 









$H vse5e< article, stipulation 0021 


Ofe% vedttA condition(s), term(s); item, 
BEVIS oe ig ceonicricted Seong Margy 0118 


42% LASS principle, creed, article of faith, 


eM vssKA. text (ofa regulation), provision 


ARTICLE, section, clause; strip 
















= ere) aline; a matter; a quotation 0002 
| Review 7% 0114. Now when we find 4& at the top of a kanji, we'll see it as an angled rooftop 
viewed from one end. Picture using strips of wood from the tree (AX) below it for construct- 
ing the gable formed by $2~3. Associate this image of linear strips of wood with the image of 
lines or ARTICLES in a document. « 2 0688 
















CHANGE INTO, convert {ERE a-ttus chemical synthesis, transformation 
0070 


OEE ware chemistry 0099 
ayvta—94{k aves—9% computerization 


O4KitS itt4s change oneself into, take the 
form of} disguise oneself 


{kat tat bewitch, deceive 


0120 | K means spoon (cf. e& 1682), but sometimes, as here, we shall see it as a person who has 
+ 91 | fallen on his rear. See the standing person at the left CHANGE INTO the seated person at the 
———|_ right. Do not confuse EK. with C SEVEN. 


nT 
E(t) (FHF) 








0012 
| 4 











2 \ FLOWER OBZE zm national flower 0075 

+}- AEG tata flower [cherry blossom] viewing 
5 0083 
——/97EK iaeeut fireworks 0026 


he ARISE wide flower arrangement 0036 
SAE size flower; flower arrangement 














0121 | “Hr, resembling two blades of grass sticking out of the ground, implies that a kanji has some- 
wh 140| thing to do with grass, herbs, or, more generally, plants. Thus and (E (change) suggest 

_ plants that transform themselves: FLOWERING plants. Note that in kanji that are split between 
_ top and bottom, the semantic clue generally appears at the top. 


1894 
| 7 


ip 





OJGBB te<.3 north, northern part 0068 
JEX 1<&5 northeast 0032 
JbJk a te<ia<e5 northbynortheast 0032 
HRI &51a< Tohoku (northeastern HOT 


OFETO ae¢6 north exit D019 








visualize two people sitting back-to-back on the NORTH pole. Draw JE on a piece of scratch 
paper above a small coin-size circle representing the earth, and take a few moments to fix 
this image in your memory. The on reading * 7 is unique in this course. e& LL 0123 












‘COMPARE, contrast, match ©4ieEk wa incomparable, peerless, unparalleled 


? PHONETIC [hi] 










"Eee Bev) weet unparalleled 0083 
OLAS cone compare, contrast 
TAELLSNT z-e<SNT compared withA 

2 HEL icéu Japan and the Philippines; 

BJA AN eSEsFMIPIRO oa so ccerazseccecetins 

0123 ) Here the figure at the left looks even more like the seated person at the right, and they face 

tt 81 | the same way. Think of them as lining up with one another to COMPARE their shape and 
~~ | size. Used in place names not for its meaning but for its phonetic value (thus M2}, LE is the 
source for hi(Os,&) in the kana syllabaries. ea JE 0122, IL 1756 












E 
65 (84) 
























a er BACK; stature OBFeB jaune back 0068 
' iw BLES #u<S~ comparison ofstatures, 0123 
, Oth wpm back 0035 





»4 O#< 40¢ go against, disobey 
wtottuy E0(4) FHS) BitS zet+% turn (one’s face) away 











0124) From JL, we have people sitting back-to-back on the North Pole. To that we add flesh (5), to. 


AY 130| refer literally to their BACKS (the body part). As the image suggests, #f is also used to mean 
turning one’s BACK on someone/something, e= 4 2153, #Y 1427 





2230 
9 




















r VEHICLE, car OK Lek body lofacar) 0062 

2 WHEEL STADE bAUsLe rickshaw, human-pulled cart 
0015, 0084 

= IF HTS wets alight, get off 0040 

F Ca¥ OB CHT <aeTU< goby car 0055 
27KH tuLe waterwheel 0027 





0125 | A bird’s-eye view of a chariot gives us the character for VEHICLE. As in the original Chinese 
Hi 159| model, the chariot has only one axle ($7). We can clearly discern a WHEEL on either side (SI 
~——~| and $6), and a chassis in between. 











DSK atv. gas, vapor 0062 
VRS tue atmosphere 0033 
2A IZA% seriousness, earnestness 0031 


2224, ex motivation, willingness, 
mind [determination] to do (something) 


@RIZ AA #120 like, be pleased with. 0039 


S1-2 are { sideways, but see “\ as lines of vapor (like in the Japanese symbol for hot springs 
di), escaping from an enclosure (54) in which an active GAS is contained. The “A” (AK in the 
old form) shows the GAS floating around to every corner of the container, revealing the vital 
energy and SPIRIT of this genie in a bottle. 


O;4 Hi Le (steam) train 





1 4 ‘NATURE, innate quality TROPE veo human nature 0015 


; 2 SEX, gender OAHE ALES (true) nature, (true) personality 
4 . a‘TY 0031 
4 i a amas ———— |? BME Attu male/man 0092 
@yEFI euro distinction of sex; gender 0090 
’ OH BATU stability 0096, 0045 








Di28) Review -t> 0056. T denotes heart/mind and 4E denotes life/be born. Together these clues 
> 61 | suggest the heart/mind we are born with, that is, our NATURE. 


“0266 


ile) 




















(cultivated) FIELD FHM sorte: (ec Atde#) fields and rice paddies 
0020 


OFEH ideitAtt field of flowers, flower garden 
. 0121 


(eve Tavel ASAP a—t—-tE a-t-iwe coffee plantation 











0729) Review ‘x 0026. The present entry means CULTIVATED FIELD: see a rice field (IH) bumed to 
HH 102| clear it for cultivation. Compare & with ‘f from the previous entry, noting the difference in 
the direction of the second short stroke ($2). 


BLUE; green OFFfF uA youth, young man 
OFFv> aasus blue, green 
AAW #evaw pale, pallid 
Ted Spat FYOSD HaexXHd become pale 
bs bb- HH) 





It also suggests “youth.” See a young, blue/green plant growing on the moon (the growing 
plantis simplified here from i: 0036). As a grapheme in other kanji, # will sometimes lend 
connotations of clarity, purity, or calm, which we can associate with a clear, pure, calm, BLUE 
sky, e@ TY 0831 


Os # cox wheat 0034 
KE #ebx barley 0033 
AE F1bH ye 
RF BM ewxige wheat field 0129 
ux #2 Hx buckwheat noodles, soba; buckwheat 





0131 | Growing plant + crossed legs ( x), Picture WHEAT waving back and forth in the wind, firmly 
planted in the earth with crossed legs, «= #2 0705 








1ELEMENT ORF tue hydrogen 0027 
2PLAIN, bare 23 F +7 bare hands 0046 

OF JE tH barefeet 0044 
y z “|? 2A Lae amateur, novice, outsider 0015 











0132, Be flexible about exactly what kind of growing plant you imagine, for here it yields not wheat 

# 120| grain but thread (see #% 0112), as if it were cotton. Imagine yourself pulling the thread down- 

re ward, leaving the poor plant utterly without a stitch, in its PLAIN, naked, most ELEMENTAL 
state, ew FE 1735 














POISON HR &<+ toxin 0132 
Bm eceo wicked tongue, abusive language 
i) 


f 7 
\! 
1 
$ -— Fe A &<HA poison gas 
: | Orbs $95&< poisoning; addiction 0095 
ROR xn&<% pitiable, miserable; 
| regrettable, too bad 








8133) Think of yourself as a child, approaching this strange growing plant out of innocent curios- 

fH: 80 | ity. Suddenly your mother jumps between you and the plant, her arms outstretched (58) to 
= block your approach. The plant is POISONOUS. It will help if this image of a mother’s urgent 
Fe intervention induces a tinge of dread, for #: is the Japanese skull and crossbones. 










O42 tact last month 0023 
AFT S tAcatS precede, go ahead of. 0055 
SH+04El sAeoxs 3 kilometers ahead 


AHEAD (of), previous 


















ey 
xx& (3) 






W46 taxa edge ofablade 0087 
OFF &4E yraexee (=ibaxe) one’s destination 0055 














0134 l Since we saw the sprout appear through the soil back at -L, it has grown a leaf (SI) and roots 
JL 10 | UL, a plant's fegs), Picture this leaf as the plant's leading edge, physically AHEAD of the rest 
of the plant. 











FRYE Fotta flushing, washing 0027 
4 x 
~ OvETR +AU» carwash 0125 
—~;, | O86 #53 wash, cleanse 
SAYEV. TaHSe° lavatory, restroom ........0046 














0135 Water (Y) + ahead of (4E): WASH. The logic of this character is obvious—as natural as wash- 
ing one’s hands before a meal. sa YE 0358 





ORIGIN iss AE element chemical element 0132 
- FCR, A* vigor, energy; spirits; health 0126 

. ' JC: #AXA principal, capital 0029 
aty HWY : | OF vose origin ofa fire 0026 

be Os 4&6 originally, from the first; by nature 








0136 | See Sl asa thing (any thing) and §2-4 as the ORIGIN of or basis for that thing. $2 can be seen 
JL 10 | as the ground and S3-4 as roots, suggesting the idea of genesis. 


“1690 
| 4 

















LIGHT, glow OBE Kez sunshine, sunlight 0001 | 
KG W225 moonlight 0023 | 
IL4E 235A light year 0117 | 
Sy OX%S uw shine, emit light ) 
BAM(S) BAU oan ae uin)77-4/%— optical fiber, fiber- 
p 

















with three glowing rays of LIGHT (*”). *” is a variant of 7] 0034, but we'll use it as a visual 
| element distinguished by the way the three lines radiate from (or converge upon) a single 
point. Distinguish from *Y and +, ea $2 2240 





GO AWAY, leave; go by, elapse OZ *& go away, leave; go by, elapse; get rid of 











HEWAD Hues wash away 0135 
WEEKS £5xS leave, walk out 0067 
$a 2 | RYE! eyes take away, leave out. 0059 
%(S) -X(4) OF4E axa lastyear 0117 










Review ZS 0089. Here we see the self( Zs) go “underground (<E)/ in order to “get away from 
it all,” to just GO AWAY. 





"LAW OS (25a. bill, legislative proposal... 0097 
2 METHOD, way VES i3e< law, jurisprudence 0099 


VIRSABB te5at<.t law department/school 
0099, 0068 


223% Llzd technique, mechanism, style...0046 


PETRIE #42189 way of life, art of living 
0034, 0054 





WY Pye. ARy- 











According to one theory, the first states and LAWS arose along with the need to control the 
flow of water in dry regions with rivers flowing through them. Here water{¥) turns go away 

| (&) into “flow away,” which, in keeping with our theory, we can associate with the need for 
control, or LAW. Connect with M2 METHOD via the idea of contro! or discipline. 








, RUN Ef %5L% runner 0107 
} O47 £524 traveling, driving 0055 
, O24 ttle run 
yy 7 JE") EX psuuse running script, scribble 
lt (4) eed 
JEVRSA teas runaway 0138 








THAD | Foot (review 1+ 0042 and JE 0044) and ground (=). Associate this image of a foot hitting 
3 156| the ground with the phrase “hit the ground RUNNING.’ 





1877 
Al 7 | 

















; 1 , ‘THE PRESENT, the said, this/that 4 £42 the appointed day, thatday 0001 
-s Pp 2HIT (the mark}; correspond to; allot 274) ALSO true, real, genuine 0031 
‘ *Mtz2& #% hit (the mark) 

s bh 2 AL4AU waz exposuretothesun.. 0001 


(72) &(t)) HTS) H(T) 2—FMU TE] wsicbaruetaara 
athousand yenaday . 0002, 0001, 0017, 0013 








| & ————s —$———————__———— —————ae 
D141 | At the bottom is a trimmed variant of = three-fingered hand (in other contexts we shall see 
yy 42*| =*/=1 as a claw, pitchfork, or shovel), At 1 we let the three radial lines *’ suggest light rays 
Al, radiating outward; here see them converging inward, like three darts HITTING THE MARK 
EET of a bull's eye painted on one’s hand, To assimilate MI THE PRESENT/this, see the darts as 
pointing to one’s present time or location, or the thing one is referring to. 


THINK, feel; wish ORS4 LHate think, consider, reflect 
0097 


OfB4 #65 think, feel; wish 
Muott< seuo¢ thinkof,hitupon.... 0064 


we  BueyS sexs resign oneselfto, give up; 
Le, = ts ; 
Bt) resolve, determine 0086 


Moth sé.c recollections, memory 0038 


0142 | A head pictured above a heart (see % 0092 and it» 0056). Between the head and the heart 
we can find a range of ideas from THINK to feel to wish. = 1728 


Bg 











"EARLY |1 35413 aszk5 Good morning! 

? QUICK 1FLWs ides early morning departure... 0067 
VRLD(c té-Pwic alittle early, with time to spare 
yy apy. 2 FEI i-e<s fast talking 0019 
fhe (to) ee ee 1 ($4) OFL4 2545 (ieee) quickly, without delay; 
ide (4) | early 





0143 | at -t. 0030 we learned to see + as a cross-shaped plant sticking out of the ground. Here we 
look out over the eastern horizon and see the sun rising over a plant: it is EARLY. M2 QUICK 
is an easily associated meaning. 





ie ’ GRASS #8 &<£5 poisonous plant 0138 
OAL 454< (=<#) trees and plants, vegeta- 

8 tion 0028 

= CC — HE Z5ve cursive writing 0079 

CC. eK ESE 45H (rough) draft 0097 

BAZE <atte (=%509 flowering plant... 0121 














O146 | To refer to GRASS we throw in some grass to the vegetation obscuring the ear/y morning sun. 
wit 140| Practice writing the last two entries in turn, and distinguishing their meanings. 


1953 | 


ES 

















: ‘MORNING 1 EA] 4525 early morning 0143 


Pou V0 
! -_ 2DYNASTY "HIE #3 rising sun, momingsuntlight) 0001 
lead Oa : 
| 4H] ku.ds* every morning 0105 
Fay | TRE aided earlyinthe morning 0143 


ave! ®-E 8] #3645 dynasty, Imperial regime 0072 








0 145 | Here the sun rises through two cross-shaped plants while the moons still visible, signaling 
A 74 | MORNING. To remember M2, let the rising sun of MORNING suggest the dawn and rise of a 


ify DYNASTY, «= 45H 0258, 19) 0486 
| 


1513 
| 12 





(morning) TIDE 7K Lsay’ seawater 0027 
WAU Lae) comingin of the tide 0039 


Fay 
Lé 











| 0146 Water of the morning: morning TIDE. See jf 0179, F 0408 and 7% 0268 for sample on- 
yomi compounds. «= iH] 0259 


SHAPE, material form O47 AU. form, figure 0062 
OM caved doll 0015 
TK TS Gurew+sS form, make up, mold 

0070 





A ay 


DT: -Att: Deh OFB72(t wtb merely for appearances [form] 


AGHE tent floral pattern; leading, popular 
0121 


Two more graphemes to pick up here. See F¥ as a torii(a Japanese shrine gate), distinguished 
by its parallel crossing lintels. We shall interpret 2 flexibly, depending on the image we wish 
to make from the character. Here let it suggest three strikes of the stonemason’s chisel, giving 
SHAPE to the gate. es IH]? 1279 








‘START, generate 13854 {toepu. invention, contrivance. ..0024 
7 EMIT, issue 138 y:9 start(on a journey), depart 

0PEN UP, develop 2363 S ttoFS emit, radiate 

DY RY 23847 FS (to23TH publish, issue 0055 
e(2)* @38 FL itor discovery, revelation 0083 








0148 | ¥* means outspread legs. The image of spreading out or OPENING UP is reinforced by the 
y< 105| legs of the tori gate, which here OPEN UP much more than in the previous entry, To associ- 
we ate the image with MI-2, see the point where the legs are joined as the STARTING point, 
Bs from which something is issued or EMITTED, from which the whole character OPENS UP. 








‘ 
_ 
* 
¢ 
’ 
s 
. 
2 














\ ‘ABANDON, abolish “WEIL BS tausuys abandon, abolish. 0042 





: 2 WASTE 1 ES iturasa. rejected bill/project 0097 
1 Be watts total abolition 0078 
r 4 a ~— |OReS ttn fall into disuse 
, F724) 2 BE A itussa waste gas 





O149| j* (slanting roof or shelter) differs from J~ (cliff) only by the dot stroke al the top. While 96 

r> 53 | means START/generate; OPEN UP/develop, etc., l§é means virtually the opposite: ABANDON/ 
abolish; WASTE. Thus see | negating the earlier kanji’s meaning: what was earlier started 
up and developed is now ABANDONED in a storage shelter, WASTING AWAY. 


Os847 [toa pronunciation 0148 
AVE (At. one's real intentions 0031 
ORT BUA CIF8A) vowel 0104 
$F LA (=LA) consonant 0094 
27% # Lee sound of footsteps D044 





Man standing on the sun. & 

SOUND by itself, we'll reap benefits later if we can also let it suggest the absence of light. The 
man standing on the sun succeeds in blocking the light but produces an ear-splitting scream 
of pain from the heat. He can make it dark, but his SOUND gives him away. 


| MIND, thoughts; opinion; will “Vee kL utA opinion, view 0083 
? MEANING, sense ‘8-2 23. goodwill, favor, kindness 0095 


VATS k£5uvts prepare, make arrange- 
an =———— 0047 


TAREEC gue bysurprise; allofasudden 0049 


23% Av. meaning (ofa passage), purport 
y 101 


4 








DIST | As with }4 and J5, we can simplify this kanji by using the meaning of another kanji (#7 
lying inside it. We thus have the “sound” inside your heart: your MIND or MEANING. A useful 
compound for M2 appears at YR 0273. 











' t MAKE, produce, cultivate EMTS x<tuvtS make, produce, prepare 
2 WORK, do om 
1 oxs< wheat cultivation 0131 
—- —|®{/£% >< make, create; grow 
2 2 , , Seen. 
268) 26) HK) ee ae 
2EiE «a5 manners, etiquette, decorum. 0139 











0152 | we'll interpret “ as a saw. Here see a man (1 ) with a saw WORKING/MAKING something. 
AY | Let the word “saw” suggest the on readings *+ and 7, one or both of which apply to all 
the kanji in this course that contain “F. 














"YESTERDAY 
‘ ? LAST 


» lay 





OREA &<U-> (-405) yesterday 0001 
1 REA wok<l> (-ekeuy) the day before 


a) _ “VeSterday sain. gue ide oy 0002, 0001 

\2HESE adda lastyear au7 

2—-WESR vroddiaa (=8eEL) the year before 
[AS teak gece ht hatha 8 9 RO gf 0002, 0117 





TH5I) saw (/E) offa day (A), and it’s YESTERDAY. 
A 72 


0795 
fe | 9 








Fi 173| and 4 0395. 








ORK seat (-otUy rainwater 0027 
P§_LAtU sebaeu justaftera rainfall. 0041 
RI AUKAZ seeeeasze Itstopped raining 

0042 


Kil sa heavyrain 0033 
ABR 2x8 drizzle 0034 


ORS, TAX electricity; electric light 0126 
BH TAvs< electric power, electricity. 0084 
38H tO TA generation ofelectricity. ..0148 
af TAh telephone; phone call 0053 
BH TAL train, electrictrain, trolley 0125 


0155 | At the top we have a raincloud (**). At the bottom, a thundercloud with a lightning bolt 


shooting out of it: ELECTRICITY. e 2 0900 


PAGE 





a? 


, 


AN 














—F us~-y page 1, one page 0002 


ALTA s03002%-¥ (-405U0N-9) 
page 90, ninety pages 0011, 0005 


Hitt} <2 pagination 0064 


RAMOAK Hoe<ca—Jowa hook of five 
hundred pages 0007, 0016, 003) 


6 | By itself means PAGE. Practice by penciling in after page numbers and pronouncing the num- 
ber in Japanese followed by “peeji” FA seldom appears by itself but is found in many other 
kanji, where we shall give it the meaning head: see the wide head (SI) attached to the top of 
a shellfish (see Fl 0082), via a stubby neck, w= Ti 1158, FY 0157, 22 0363 














\ 2 ‘HEAD @eeF tw radical (ofa Chinese character) 0068 





' ‘v 2NECK 2NAAYYOR tavern neck ofaviolin 
LEADER OEM cu wrist 0046 

; ey ‘|3508 iAL@ ruler, sovereign 0136 
co 34 Lebs3 leader, chief 0091 





0157 Here 3’ two feet have been removed and replaced by two hairs on top of its HEAD. Bi also 
Hf 185| means HEAD in the sense of LEADER, as well as NECK. Practice writing | and HM until the 
~~) two images are clear and distinct in your mind. 0 BH 0156 


FRI Fuxs waterworks [supply]; channel 
0027 


SiH &&4 air passage 0126 
O#ti8 Lse5 calligraphy, penmanship. ...0079 
AGH vAeS humaneness, humanity. . 0015 


JEEIE tomes Hokkaido (island and 
prefecture) 0122, 0106 


ee _ ‘ _ os : 

0158 | Here head rides atop 4_, which we shall see as a vehicle with the driver and front wheels vis- 
ible at the left and a long bed stretching out to the right. To assimilate the characters contain- 
ing 4_ (or its four-stroke variant, *_), it’s best just to see it as an image of forward motion or 
conveyance, rather than to focus on its semantic label (though for convenience, we'll refer to 
it as a truck). As Halpern notes, 32. means WAY not only as in “road,” but also as in “WAY of 
moral conduct” or “the WAY of an art” Visualize the head guiding the conveyance along the 


' PASS (through) OWS &8% pass (by), get through 
2 COMMUNICATE ‘3Hd Lat let pass (by); admit; carry through 
Oz >3n< attending school; commuting 
EOIN ste tosis cb niirnein deigh vaavatience: 0099 
7 mee 238i( 25LA. correspondence, communication 
4(S) EB()) -EB(Y) -EB() 0063 


EB(+) EB(L) -EB(L) mk) |? 2HE 2929 traffic; communication; 
transportation 0102 


J] 0047 means container when used as a grapheme. See ¥ as a bent arm carrying the 
container, with its elbow pointing forward to indicate progress (unlike Zs in Z 0089). Thus 
regard FH as carrying/moving forward. \n this entry we observe carrying forward on a convey- 
ance, illustrating the ideas PASS (through) and COMMUNICATE. © 421 0158 








MILK, breast OSL xesicw> cow's milk 0116 

ay FEL itcw> mother’s milk 6104 
A) OSL <u (-65<v) teat, nipple 0157 
“ =27 SLE six wet nurse 0104 

, bb 4 SLBEH 5i¢ax baby carriage 0104, 0125 











|| As we saw back at S¢ 0065, *% claw derives from m 0201. See a claw holding a small child 
to a pendulous breast (Lu), feeding it breast MILK. «= ¥# 0613, $L 1559 

















BEAN, pea "DAL £5263 soybean milk o160 

—— “RA £MaA miniature book 0031 
‘J FL HEH green peas 0130 
A care’ by x —_ OK us soybean 0033 
‘ Lb Hw- ANG. ae adzuki bean 0034 














“DI6T | Picture a BEAN ( 1) popping out of its pod. Because 'J- is often used to refer to small things, 
@. 151| we'll sometimes give it the diminutive-sounding label pea. 











BARB &£53° head 0068 
HUTS Look5+% attend, present oneself 
0038 


HEAD, top, beginning 















AM #A£3 forefront, head, top 0194 
HAE $.s5 overhead O04) 
OFFIC AMS s#eaicuns keep in mind _ 0039 


be x 
~ bE PLA -WLB 















0162) Bean + head. The visual focus on head is naturally always al the top, $8. Here it is given a 

Fi 181) mirror reflection in St of bean, to emphasize the idea of HEAD. Like !J, Ff is a tsukuri that 
io nonetheless functions as a semantic clue. The grapheme at the left therefore serves as the 
phonetic clue; compare the on-yomi of &. and HEL, 










1450 





FH A prediction, forecast 0051 

















FEB kALe prophet, prognosticator 
0051, 0107 
> E FFL kita foresight 0083 
rn gen lee th “YE £TU schedule, plan, prearrangement; 
HOD (W) expectation; estimate 0045 
FO s5evH in advance 





0163 | the forward-pointing elbow we saw at #8 0159 is replicated here. See both the top and bot- 
J 4* | tom parts of * pointing ahead in time, that is, IN ADVANCE, «= 3 0164, 0094 










: HALBERD OF-4G (az2% spearhead: the aim (ofan attack); 
the brunt (ofan argument).................. 0134 
3 
2s 
£2 





0166 | To distinguish this from the previous entry, see the diagonal stroke $5 as a long, pointy HAL- 
¥F 110| BERD. Practice writing out A> several times, reminding yourself each time that the last stroke 
makes this character HALBERD. See the on-yomi compound at J& 1551. «= 4 0163 














Filae £2 deposit, bank account 0029 

ASH £4ALe depositor 0029, 0107 

|“ FAYS ars deposit, entrust 

ay 4 #FS receive on deposit, take charge 
0 

















a inherent in the concept of DEPOSIT is the idea of planning forward for a future time when an 
Hi 181) item or sum of money will be returned, ideally with interest. Looking at this image of head 
(1) and in advance (+), try to see the idea of thinking ahead towards one’s future interests 
and thus laying one’s capital aside for the moment. 















1 eA) 4tur< set phrase, idiom 0070 
OWA] £a< phrase, expression; complaint 0101 
2AMETS <adsS compose haiku 0152 
2384) (2<¢ haiku, hokku 0148 














| See “J as the profile of an elephant's ear, head, and trunk, which curls inward to wrap around 
something (7J will mean wrap up/around). Here see the elephant wrap up a group of words 
(symbolized by [1 mouth): a PHRASE. As for M2, a HAIKU consists of seventeen syllables (sym- 
bolized by 1) wrapped up (see HE 0740 for the relevant compound), # Ai) 0167, Hi) 1070 

















UH eA? ten-day period 0001 
OW vsSt0A firstten daysofamonth 0041 


Orp4] te3beA middle ten days of amonth 
S Aa acti: MS tags BAR sais Sea aaniianarctnaen re! 0035 


OFA) ema finalten days ofamonth 0040 
AUMAE LoAMtde flowers in season 0121 


TEN-DAY PERIOD 





















0167 | Here the elephant wraps up (7J) a bunch of days (H}—TEN DAYS, to be exact. «= 41) 0166, 
HL 72| 94) 1090 


\ SHAKU (0.018 liters) “AY wots Ushake 0002 








aT 
‘\ YaT 











0768 | Refers to the old unit of measure SHAKU (0.018 liters). Though the old units are not often 
7 20 | used today, some old-unit kanji still appear in the Joyo Kanji List (though this one was de- 
| listed in 2010). In any case, it will be helpful to learn AJ as a building block. Here see the 
elephant (J) hold out a small ladle containing exactly | SHAKU. 


2540 


7s BEE 
















- 
‘TARGET VARY £<c& object, purpose 0021 


5 2 ADJECTIVAL SUFFIX MII BRA #eicates hit the target 0141 
f @WY 257T& public, official 0089 

Y 7% = 2 2 fRADIS HAUTE ingeneral, onthe 
| $y whole 0078, 0062 


l MAA SAM TSH literary 0701, 0099 




















0169 | Let white ({'1) suggest the elephant(/JY’s tusk (S8), the poacher’s TARGET, This kanji also 
Fi 106| serves as a SUFFIX FOR FORMING ADJECTIVES, which we can associate with the attributive 
‘| relationship between white and elephant’s tusk. 











' PROMISE 





AY £< reservation, preengagement.. 0163 











? SHORTEN, summarize 1238) 25%< public pledge 0089 
‘ 3 APPROXIMATELY "RR eds treaty ang 
9 Y YZ | YF -<crA. contraction, abbreviation, 
y \ Simplest terms. ....000..00 ccc 0051 
OM =4F e<sAtA about three years 


0004, 0117 


0178 | We saw 4s thread at the bottom at #§ 0132; now we find it at the left, where it usually is. 
 120| Picture the efephant(77) pulling on the thread (i.e., SHORTENING it) to tighten a knot (i.e., a 
PROMISE). Associate APPROXIMATELY with the idea of SHORTENING the figures required for 
measurement. 





























DO NOT, not, never DAMES Sotcuvers wasteful: be more than 


one (eserves 0042, 0048 
ABA .teiet Do nol., 


EF Ey- 
tra (Hr) 

















Rarely used as an independent kanji in Japanese~—just remember the meaning DO NOT 

7720 | from the phrase J iw (& 5 4 A, of course or, literally, “unarguably,’ from 2 DO NOT and 
iit’ 0942 ARGUE). More importantly, we must add 2 to our alphabet of graphemes. As it 

resembles “J with hair, see it as a woolly mammoth, or just a furry beast in general. 

















HAI sot material, physical D169 
O34) Uxt-2 book, volume 0079 
NPY 253:> favorite dish 0095 
“495% Ore things, matter; everything _008e 
AY (gA%O real thing [stuff], genuine ae 



























| 0172. “This is the first kanji we have seen with 4, which is the hen form of 2 0116 CATTLE. Unlike 
4: 93 | 3 0080, which refers to abstract things, ¥ generally refers to material THINGS, aptly illus- 
trated by a pair of substantial creatures, a cow and a woolly mammoth (JJ), 0 32 0080 

















‘ ‘DIRECTION, side; locality; person |: PAIS ...me3- inthe direction of..., 


, 2 WAY, method toward... 
3 SQUARE &OH sme that gentleman/lady, he, she 


OFA stra dialect, regionalspeech 0051 



















RY 
: See @yiE (25125 method, way; system; means; 
Irie ite OR IMR UCEGE Seah a2 Suse iaho tas dates 0 
[Pak We HUMESUTEY square 0043, 0147 

















 — 
See a person (M1) with his arms outstretched, running toward a particular DIRECTION or 
side. Let DIRECTION suggest locality and WAY. M3 SQUARE can be remembered by associa- 
tion with side. As a grapheme, 7 will usually mean person, and may sometimes mean 
direction or side. Written in four strokes, 5° J) 0018 


DEFEND AGAINST Bak +4 t5L44 prevent, holdin check 0042 
O-F BG #3 prevention, protection, precaution 
_ aggll| En [ee eee 0163 
! = = | Ki woeA soundproof 
KY . 
Bett (2) IBK <<1z5 national defense 0075 
ORS” see prevent, ward off, protect (against) 


‘D174 | Review #8 0068. Now IS appears at the left, so 77 is outside the barrier, on the other side 
3 17Q| of the hills surrounding the town. See a brave person (F7) running outside the barrier to 
~| DEFEND the town behind him AGAINST attackers. 





































OFF iM Lessa facade, front 0043 
Fifi 5H. direction, district; field, sphere 
0173 


FACE: facet; surface; mask 


= JI wb Gabe) surface ofariver 0022 


ee : EAM eoTeeHA the legal aspect 
By meer vinssss nals tvbaot 0139, 0169 


| : OMIA BeLau interesting, amusing ... 0076 
DIS | see the box at the bottom as a FACE, The three small white boxes down the center depict the 


lai 176| forehead, nose, and chin (57 shows the eyes and S8 the mouth). The empty spaces on either 
side are the cheeks. es [El] 0176 






























‘PICTURE; draw; kanji stroke 
2 DRAW UP A PLAN 


© iM (fi sea. picture; television field; screen 0175 


TL 7Ki] satu landscape painting 
pci alee i So wet gt eR 0037, 0027 


1 ij—Ayte w<yoT4e uniform, standardized 
0002, 0169 


1 Fi] Uy»< kanji strokes; stroke count. . ..0098 
Offj-+ 4 »<+3 mark off, demarcate; plan, map out 
Distinguish from [i by seeing a PICTURE being lowered from above into a frame (the space 
separating the central shape from the outer enclosure, not present in (ff, can be seen as the 
picture “frame”). With PICTURE we associate draw, which in turn leads us to kanji stroke, and 
DRAW UP A PLAN. See compounds for M2 at 4 0502 and at 0555. «= [i 0175 




































BOTH Ti 1] 445654, both sides 0175 
OMA? v451a5 both 0173 
; ij Ws23e both hands 0046 
Ua | MA uase3 dualuse 0047 
Hifi] Uei%5 vehicle, car 0125 


























This kanji’s axial symmetry suggests its meaning. See how BOTH sides are joined to a central 
axis, by which they hang from a single horizontal stroke at the top. Other than the minute 
serif at the end of $3, BOTH sides hang in perfect equilibrium. Ignore mountain ($4-6) and 
inal just focus on the balance between BOTH sides. © [iti] 0178 
} 










OAL saz Okayama [city and prefecture] 
0037 





RAK 4% Okamoto [surname] 0031 
— RAF sae Okada [surname] 0020 
jij maa Kamioka [surname] 0041 









Bm 


















0178 | Here the two sides don’t hang from a top horizontal stroke as in [ij, so there is less visual 
ul 46 | emphasis on the balance between both sides. Instead we have two small strokes (53-4) 
ia suggesting two minuscule climbers standing on top of the mountain. The mountain itself is 







rather undersized—it’s more of a HILL. «= [ij 0177 













FULL, whole MA £AiO fullmoon 0023 
i] FAS23 high tide 0146 
Oj TE £42 satisfaction, contentment _..0064 


Hii: 2AxAe perfect, harmonious, 
well-rounded... ec 0013 


ORES acteatt fill(a glass) with water 
0027 














¥ wy 
ALES) ACD) ACT) 


¥ implies that now what hangs balanced on both sides (|ilj) is a pair of water pails we've just 
FILLED at the river. The pails are heavy when they're FULL, so we've added grass padding 
(S4-6) around the pole (S7) we use to carry the pails. Note that Y, covering the full extent of 
the kanji, overrides ++ semantically. 








































OBRIM #Asra face 0175 
UGB ttAatA washing one’s face 0135 


Balt #224 countenance; expression, look 
0044 

















OM ta face without makeup; 
UM fACe. enh eeee eect 0132 
ALBA Ses round face 0012 


0180 | ¢ resembles the very short person from fib 0068, except that now his face has grown whis- 
kers (2). Combined with 1 head, this means FACE. es 261 1928 




























1919 
lel 





| GIVE BIRTH iC se give birth (to), bear 

?PRODUCE OMMTS Vwoctats give birth (to), bear 0038 
@+ HE tu.sA production, manufacture. 0036 

Hy! a 2]¢e x<xa. domestic production 0075 

4(0) 3(Ena) 93% 2 RE soxA, product, produce 0172 








- J 7 _ = 
0787 | Following the pattern of the previous entry, here we observe a very short woman standing on 
A: 190| the delivery table, GIVING BIRTH to a new life (7E). 
































SAME, similar [EJ— &5u.> sameness, identity 0002 


} z 
; ‘is [BAF ¥5=5 similar tastes 0095 
ae CMR &3e. consent, approval 015) 
de | eo ~ | [ALE &5vs5 as above, ditto 0041 
BAL) OfmJL see same, similar 


W182) the line ($3) and the box ($4-6) are on the SAME side of the enclosure. e= [5] 0183, =] 0820 














TURN TOWARD, direction; other side 









19] «74 intention, inclination 0151 

OF {i} 1325 direction, bearing; course... 0173 
laJ< #@< [vil face; turn toward 

lh} y4 ees [vil face; head toward 

[J 23 the other side; the other party 








yD] » 
uk) O(S) -O(%) O74) OU) 


Bis) O49) O(C4)- 






















789 | Now the “line” has TURNED TOWARD the other side. Practice writing out [=] and [Ay in turn, 
remembering what is signified by the location of the short “line.” wa fF] 0182, fai 0184 





‘STILL (MORE) TMM Ls5t5 premature 0143 
2 VALUE HIGHLY O44 OH £HOZE allthe more, still more _ 0080 


TlMARMMHAY cowesseesst_gau 
ya") This is more interesting still 0179, 0175, 0076 
a . 
mB M43 waskz moreover, also 0058 














0184 | compared to [5], fi has STILL MORE strokes on the other side of the enclosure, Taking [Fy 
7}. 42 | asa baseline, see the additional strokes suggesting STILL (MORE). Also see them adding extra 
~| VALUE to fas, thus suggesting M2. Borrowing the next entry 7 HIGH, we can make a com- 
ao for M2: HM (29-45, noble, refined). Also see ry 0254, «= [5] 0183, FF 1293, 
1288 











‘ ‘HIGH, tall; expensive 
a ? AMOUNT, quantity 


a 
Fear(v») Feds -7Edy tod (¥S) 
7 (4S) 





rm 


"WiFE 2525 high school 


CARY ake (he/she)is tall 
ORES tives rise, be raised: increase 


=3¥A high mountain, lofty peak 


0037 
0103 
0124 


JERE tuanee (amountof) output, yield 








0036, 0181 


0185 Derives from a picture of a tall building: we can see the entrance at the bottom, a window on _ 
the second story, and a roof HIGH up on top. To connect with M2, see a “high” AMOUNT of 
stuff piled up. As a grapheme j= will mean high or tall, and will sometimes be abbreviated 


m5 189 
Ey 


46/10 













0187 


1 Q : 


AK 85 | stick its mouth into a POND of drinking water(¥). it also refers to reservoirs or cisterns, 


0191 


#| 6 


Now we see = at the left for the first time (notice how its form changes). See tH, as a scorpion: 
at the top right hangs its menacing stinger, filled with venom and poised to strike. The 
Imagine the scorpion backed up into a 


to the roof and second story window, as in 3 0245. 


PRESSURE; overwhelm 











0186 | see the cliffexert overwhelming PRESSURE on the soi! beneath it. Do not confuse 
+: 32 | name-use kanji FE FEUDAL VILLAGE {no other kanji differ only by J"~ slanting roof/shelter vs. 
)~ cliff). Also, note that the on reading 7 ‘Y is unique in this course. 


‘GROUND, land 
? PLACE 








| 









SHEA) &2K< pressure 
IRE tus-> water pressure 
WE #2 steam pressure 


AAU AUea-> atmospheric pressure 
0033, 0124 


JETS HFS pressure, oppress; overwhelm 





“Hh &+ land 


‘Hh © a) underground, subterranean 


24h Fy 4135. district, region, area 
WWI L&E local area, local end 
? Fd (tA standpoint, viewpoint 


FE with the 








scorpion is on guard, for its and has been invaded, 
corner, holding its GROUND. 


$ POND, reservoir 








+ 
Wy 


OFMAKIY £3du0 reservoir 
Sith CAs electric cell, battery 
THEQ uvdz Ikeda [surname] 
iL utara Ikegami [surname] 
“itt cunt Koike [surname] 


0084 
0027 
0127 















0030 






0040 
0179 
0136 
0083 









0047, 0027 


0155 
0020 
0041 
0034 











If the right side of S4 is the scorpion’s stinger, the left side is its mouth. See the scorpion (tht) 




















ig OTHER {bi #183 otherside [hand]; on the other 


FANG oe tpn tree ac late odesnasl vaguatetin vale 0173 

2 | {TE AWA other side; onthe other hand 0175 
; es —= —| 4A. #Ic4 another person, other people; 

4 SUAAIRER ROR -Shsciiws sa RRsat ot 0015 

ie | AWE &2< foreign countries 0075 


[Cz oth EN (=€M1E) the others, the rest 








0989 | One can only know oneself by contrasting oneself with “the OTHER” A man ( ) placed side- 

A.9 | by-side with a scorpion (41) makes a graphic image of OTHER-ness. The stroke order for tH, 

| may seem unnatural to you at first, another reminder that it is important to practice writing 
out each kanji on a pad of paper as you learn it. 




















42 Lwaxa collecting money 0029 


OfBth-+S Lwsbe3tS concentrate, focus; 
converge 0035 


2 =—— — —| PL4&& epxraetaled the complete works 
ya of Nakagami 0035, 0041, 0078 


Nee: Beane aE OFS Hoe [vil gather, meet; be collected 
- oe _ | DED [vi] gather, meet 

D190 | Recall 42 smalt bird from Mé 0025. Here imagine a whole flock of small birds GATHERING in 
a tree (AR), var 2 1658 


GATHER, collect 

























HEAT +S LATITS adva 


ADVANCE nce, make progress, 












go forward 
¥£4% Law advancing to the next level of 
SCHOQMBR Ras oa es sects ogee Sxcees 0099 
WEE LAs evolution, progress 0120 


vy 
Bet) ee OYkts 4b advance, make progress, go forward 


¥E% 4 +4 [vt] advance, move forward 








1 MOVE INWARD, into 3A¢; zt putinto; go into; be crowded 


2 
= ; 2EMPHATIC VERBAL SUFFIX TAYIAD uwcze go into, penetrate. 0039 
1AiAA aca outlook, prospects, promise 


¢ LTE ESE EEE SUEreEEeEErenara! EET TTT ETT TTT TET Tre Terre rere 0083 
-7.(@) <2(@) ¢ << 2(H4 , 
; Cea one 1344 xs putinto, include 
VpeiAw TT r24ecHT withall one’s heart 
0056 


0192 | Motion i_ + enter}: MOVE INWARD. Examples of M2 can be found at Xl) 0524, % 0675, 
# 162| fl 1009, and # 1188. 























. | AGN (600 grams) —FT Woe one kin 0002 

















0193) See as picture of a hacksaw standing on end: S1 is the handle and $4 is the blade. We'll 
| mainly use it as a grapheme meaning hacksaw or cut. The independent kanji, seldom used, 
represents the former unit of measure KIN (about 600 grams), easy enough to remember if 
we consider that a hacksaw weighs about one KIN, e Fr 0906, FR 1707 





"NEAR "4{XE G&A neighborhood, environs, vicinity 
0064 


2 RECENT ee 
OvtIA sma shortcut 0158 


= THU aie closetoone, familiar, . 0060 
BAW) 2UT4E SAA recent years, late years 0117 
@ir f(t xaru. modern [recent] times 0071 








! 3_): NEAR. To have something NEARby cuts the motion required to get 
#@ 162| there. M2 RECENT means “NEAR in time” «= 3) 0195 





"VICINITY, side THEW) SANA vicinity, neighborhood .. 0194 
* BORDERLAND, outer regions © YW? eMrA? Where/Whereabouts? 
CIPEWLY Wox<tAdeh) the year before 
ies SS S———= last orthereabouts....0.0...0 0... 0002, 0153, 0117 
Hr) O13 ae riverside 0022 
24 AA remote place 0187 





Slice (J)) + motion (3_): VICINITY, To be in the VICINITY of something slices the motion 
required to get there. While 2 NEAR refers to a shortness of distance, #2 VICINITY refers to 
the space next to something, or the “side” of something. Thus it can also refer to BORDER- 
LANDS and outer regions, places which are by no means near. «= VT 0194 


MOST, -est HEM &523M maximum, supreme, highest 
18 





RAM sve biggest, largest, greatest 0033 









i “WEO xu last, final Di14 
+4 : 
aerate) FREVE aueA recently 0194 
. ORLAMGM goceeuvece the most 
important thing 0033, 0060 











D196 | Take (AX) + sun (A). In English we refer to a superlative feat as “shooting the moon” and a 
Fl 73 | superlative gift as “giving someone the moon,’ but in the kanji, taking the sun is the superla- 
tive act, the MOST one can do. As in = 0079 and some other kanji, [1 technically derives 
from EI say, but we shall ignore this etymological distinction in every case. 


281 
12 


ak 




















PLATE OJMBEY. xeasau» dishwashing: dishwasher 
0135 


A- TF Ill 2-76 soup plate 
——{ AST 36 saucer 0065 














0197 | Here we observe a PLATE with food on it, like a slice of layer cake. We'll mostly see it asa 
IM 108| grapheme used in other characters, such as the two that follow. 








OH Ii. Lwott-> bleeding; hemorrhage. 0038 


HELO stro bloodless, without bloodshed 
0048 







FAME 234424872 high blood pressure 
eet err ee arrears | | EAN 
Ofn726(t see covered in blood 
Tiki see styptic 0042 
















iim sAtt> warm-blooded 0198 
7Kihk suas water temperature 0027 
Oil #234 atmospheric temperature .... 0126 


ay . AK uA. body temperature 0062 
iff; Arteth) dete) ate (KS) | AIGTUHMES oz3aTHkKRS be warmed in 
Hrcts (MS) the sun 0001, 0137 


WIP) water (¥) on a plate (II) under the sun(H), ea BH 1305, By 0446, i 0200 





























— MOIST OPEL Lott Lo#) humidity, moisture. .0126 
~~ iH Ls damp ground, swamp 0187 
'™~ “To ON Lwest dampen, moisten 
\ - ry FAMED g44LH> dampena towel 
dA Y Lets) L&(F) WBolZ\> Lesizes damp, humid; gloomy, 
depressing 








0200 | MV looks a little like the water on the plate in itn 0199 evaporating under the sun’s warmth. 
7K 85 | See the evaporating MOISTURE fill the air, making everything muggy and damp. es jhit 0199 
MM yy 
0555 


#612 








1 CLAW, nail, plectrum INFE >exe tip ofa toe, tiptoe 0134 
2 ‘ IND ext) nail clipper 0086 
MLO >##-> stand on tiptoe 0067 
ey 2 ¥- 











0201, Here we find three CLAWS extending froma paw. We have already encountered the grapheme 
MM. 87.| version * at S¢ 0065 and $L 0160. «= JI 0202 


2605, 
a | 4 


oa 


MELON, gourd OM=2 Sus asalike as two melons 0003 
ARI, tu watermelon 0027 














0202 Picture 4-5 as a slice of MELON speared by the middle claw. The “4” in the reference data 
JK 97 | section indicates that this kanji appears in the Japanese government's Jinmeiyo (A %JH, 
= name-use) Kanji List. Entries marked “#1” appear in the Joyo (#5 JH) Kanji List. «a JI. 0201 


“URI #4 hood, kerchief 














: ‘CLOTH ‘Ai seta, dishcloth, napkin 0203 

t 2 SPREAD OMAi a3 canvas 0176 
OFF Hh mov cloth 0187 

‘ 7 : 2354 TS tdosttS promulgate 0148 
#0) 24) 4i SAS distribution 0088 











See J” as a hand {SI are the fingers pointing downward and S2 is the thumb reaching out to 

the right). Like (J, 4 means CLOTH. It also means SPREAD, so visualize the hand SPREAD- 

ING out the cloth. Now a word about grapheme meanings. As we add graphemes, we shall 

Start to accumulate more of them that mean the same thing (e.g., for hand we have already 
: learned the forms $, #, 2, *%, and =, and there are others yet to come). While this 

2366 | may seem confusing at first, do not be overly concerned. Once you get used to seeing these 
| 5 | forms, you will have no trouble recognizing them. 









































rf 50 





1724 
| 5 








uate 
30 | 













K 05 | 


UR 
























8 | Again, let white (A) play a dual semantic/pictographic role, this time as a white parachute. 





0205 | 





| hyogai (off-list) kanji, meaning that it is not included in either the Joyo list or the Jinmeiyo 


6 


2 
hy FVAYER FAVA alkaline spring 
7 Vit a 


| CITY Oi VW. LW u.6H) municipal 0067 
2 MARKET ‘ahife L649 mayor 0091 
‘fi UTA municipal railway 0155 
Ly 7 ~ |S aT aus morning market 0145 
Rane 2D AO O&O flea market 


















in typical printed fonts, this character appears to have a single central stroke, but is actually 
composed of ++ fid and Tf) cloth. Picture a bolt of cloth stored under a id in an old-fashioned 
MARKET. As for MI, a CITY is defined by the presence of a MARKET. «= I[J 0203 









HANG, suspend OFS 2% hang, suspend 


AU LIvS ouase’s lift, raise; jack up (prices) 
caida bass Digi 2 DENY Oe 0041 


= ARvipl) Xai) suspenders 
a(B) 2()) 2(S4) A os slanted[upturned|eyes 0021 
Fri!) <u>) hanging (bythe neck) _..0157 





| 


Visualize cloth (Tf) HANGING from a “loop” (KH), like one of those hotel-room hangers with 
the loop-and-pin hook. The “Yb” in the reference data section indicates that this is a 425 








list. 









| SPRING AOK tatu fountain 0027 
OA SAGA hotspring 0199 


BA SAAS hotspring (area). 0199, 0187 





Visualize the meaning of this kanji even as you retain the semantic values of white (FA) and 
water (7K). Rather than relying on an abstraction like “white water signals a SPRING," it is 
better to perceive this meaning directly by seeing the whife froth welling up from the water 
at the SPRING’s source. Whenever possible, we should let a kanji represent its meaning pic- 
torially rather than detaching the meaning from the image through the use of a conceptual 
mnemonic phrase. Here, while 4 does mean white, it also represents a visible object, the 
white foam of bubbly water. 














‘PLAIN, field OR cara plateau 





2 ORIGINAL, primitive ‘RAW idee Harada[surnamel 0020 
2 VE WAx< original (work) 0152 
| ayy 232 iAdA original bill/plan 0097 





zo @BF WAL atom 























/\s can also play a dual role, as a smaif skydiver, who drops from the edge of a cliff J down 
to the wide-open PLAIN below. Associate with M2 ORIGINAL/primitive by thinking of PLAINS 
and fields as the ORIGIN of our sustenance. 














SOURCE, origin Wisk (fA+A fountainhead, source 0207 


1 5, 
; ~ iad AKU FuutA headwaters 0027 
>’ —| OWI TAA powersource, electrical outlet 
/ oe a wy Ono; : , tee 
| P \ Ath Jil phoanee headwaters 0022 
; ENOGILBOD TAS toakeciasom 


Thtzeu [tis of obscure origin 0024 


0209 | Overlaps with M2 of JE above. Here the water(Y) image emphasizes the idea of origin or 
7K 85 | SOURCE, by suggesting the SOURCE or fountainhead of a waterway in a high plain. 














OBR TAHA electricwire 0155 
4ERR GA wireless, radio 0048 
JOA Sta rayloflight), beam 0137 
RUS “AHA frontlines; (weather) front... 0113 


HE L5a.e5A Tokaido (railway) 
TO Ae i ce ge 0032, 0106, 0158 


Let # thread suggest the straight LINE along which the water rises up at this spring (42). See 
it spring straight up in a LINE, right from the bottom straight up to the top. The presence of 
the water is important to this character, as we shall see in the next entry. «a #6 0211 


Ai7G ob A.3t cotton cloth 0204 
IRMA (PAA raw cotton saat 0208 
OK #A 4A cotton, cotton doth 0028 
OMe ASD pkeons wadwithcotton 0039 





D211 | The difference between water (7K) and cloth (TI) changes everything here, so make that your 
#120) visual focus. 11! shows us that we’re looking not at a spring but at a COTTON plant. Again 
=| A white can play a dual semantic/ pictorial role, as a white COTTON boll. See the white boll 
being spun into COTTON thread and cloth. «= #2 0210, #3 0213 








SILK Aff AIA artificial silk; rayon 0015 
RAH WFA.31 silk, silk cloth 0204 

OFFER GAL (-&mu8) silk thread o12 

ry TERA LsSttA. (pure) silk 0043 
Sia AHL sat silk fabrics 0187 














0212. Here let flesh (A) suggest a silkworm, spinning thread (i) out of its mouth (1). See the SILK 
FR 120) thread issuing out of the worm’s mouth and dangling down the left side. 


1243 
#113 




















\ s | BROCADE FADS AoOIcLe silk brocade 0212 
$M feFs (cL¥MXAL gold thread ofa 


brocade 0... 29,0112 


4y 


4 
6 D¥ ¥ 
v (EGS 


fi 











G219)) Gold (2) woven through white (I) cloth (111) makes BROCADE. «= ff 0211 


"WISH ‘AIA kvwa ambition 0033 
? ASK A FAVOR DRA Last heartfelt wish 0056 
@ 448A Lesa application 0038 
Wy OMS ta#'5 wish, hope for; pray; request 

RAV SE tywsce one’s wish/request.... 0080 





14 “Original (JE) head (E{)’: in other words, the thing one wanted to begin with, one’s WISH. 
ce WE 1918 


INSIDE A a@utta intemal (phone) line, extension 
0210 


AB ¢uv innerear 0057 
——|OP]8B suxss interior, inner parts 0068 
SAA weer within, less than 0066 

OBL TAY 220.56 while itis early,soon ...0143 


AK ic<aur body, flesh 

ABS s<c# physical, of the body 
OR xesic< beef 

AMSit FS (c<-stryS flesh out 

ALA iccuvn ink pad 

















0216 | A picture of FLESH: see a rectangular steak with a pair of wishbone-shaped bones. Abbrevi- 

Hy 190| ated in grapheme form to H meat/flesh, which is identical to moon/month (the meaning we 
attach to A will depend on the character). Note that the on reading = 7 is unique in this 
course. 














WILD BOAR 340] B£2 sake cup, small cup 0019 


x + ; 
‘ HEA wOLLGLe foolhardy warrior; hotspur 
' 0111, 0107 
ee 8A w<u bull neck 0157 
WALL w 


0217 | 3 (a variant of 2 0293) is a semantic grapheme that refers to dogs or other smallish four- 
X 94 | legged creatures. Picture a person (47 0107) out walking his four-legged ... WILD BOAR. 


NK 0218 
ie Li 


0489 
4111 











OFA sxrice pork 
FIK 25% piglet 
TRIE Late pig's feet 
— |ORaY eAnY pork cutlet 





0218 | Turn 3 dog/four-legged creature into A pig by adding a stroke at the top for the railing of a 

JK 152) PIG pen, and a few extra strokes at the bottom for PlGlets, scrambling toward their mother’s 
teats from every direction. Ax is no longer used by itself: the kanji used for PIG combines it 
with the general classifier meat. ex 3% 0217 


‘HOUSE, home © yu household affairs, housework .. 0080 


? FAMILY, House P8408 wastaoua one’s own house 
0081, 0068 


7H m85 family treasure, heirloom... 0074 
@¥ 0 A 36mUe myhusband; one'sfamily...0015 
{FRR om writer, novelist, author. 0152 











EGO, ! BA va. [literary] we 0015 
. ; BF Hz mychild 00% 
, = 
t 


0220 | & is used to refer to oneself. See it asa stylized way of writing the word “EGO”: like the 
11 30 | letters “N” and “Y” that blend together on the New York Yankees’ baseball cap, see in & an 
ie uppercase “E” blended together with a lowercase “g” and “o.” Note that kanji incorporating 
TL. are pronounced x7. 











2132 


447 



























|O AF cae self, ego 0081 
4SEFR ts4° self-effacement, selflessness... 0048 
O42 phbh we 
FRA] bs<tc our country 0075 
OFLA pe ourhome [household] 0249 


7 
bir b b(As)- txt 
















0221 221 | see 2 See asa hand (¥ ) holding a spear (3) and picture a man 1 carrying his own spear, knowing 
“-e 62 | he must fend for himSELF. 











‘WORD 
7 LANGUAGE 

TELL 

cag 

WI(S) w72(69) 





2E £52 terminology; diction, wording; 
vocabulary 


1243 CFA word source, etymology 0209 
Mi AZ language 0051 
“HHS wks tell, speak 

32 tour story, tale, legend 0172 












































TRANSMIT WR CAA verbal message, word 0051 


{talabS uur} be transmitted 
[handed down] from generation to generation 
Apiesesa duel uct tinld iby MAME keg eee REE G 0071 


ORMEEZRS TABRDERS conduct 
electricity 0155, 0126 


FH4E4 TOS help, assist, lend ahand . 0046 





Py 
Dte(bS) D7:(24) OO) 
BH (uy) 






















Zi asa towering cumulonimbus cloud. In this character, a man (4 ) TRANSMITS data | 
throw “the coud’ es 4d, 0811, {= 1094 


Oplte+ S wm TAFS revolve, rotate, turn 0050 
Aan UTAL* bicycle 0081, 0125 
#6} TAZS tum, conversion, about-face. 0183 
Fy OmRAS 230s roll over 
ZAMS) LAWS) CAAT) ORS) 253 fall over 
2H (3%) 


TURN, roll over; turn into 























| Review # 0125. Here, the car(Hi)'s wheels TURN/ roll over quickly, producing a cloud of 
smoke. = 491 0690 











2 3 ART, craft; performance 


= 





8 









‘MEET, gather 
2 SOCIETY 






Ad x. 
(4) d& (rtd) 








‘COMBINE, join 
2FIT 







ty Ho Hy 













| Flowery grass (+++) embellishing a cloud: ART. 








(9) -(9) BW) Sv -H(W) 
“hi Hb) w(bttS) -d (tS) 


Te 
Fa 
ie 
One 


cfu technical art, technology . 0108 
Listfu» handicrafts, manual arts 0046 
SAUTE literature, art and literature 0101 
(fu‘be geisha 0107 


eT OIG esos pig that does tricks 
0218 








D255 pub conversation 0053 


1b 
zy 
Of 
Mp Low 
2 ag oe 


7a 





1 te 


V4 LesZ3t gather, assemble: call 
1)" J a Ro ne 0190 


Oo 


auMtA interview, audience 0083 


43 5 meet, encounter 


tous academic society 0099 
#545 president, chairman 0091 








0226 | Visualize clouds (z=) gathering under a roof (A): MEET, As for M2, a SOCIETY is a MEETING 





z'5t. mutual agreement[consent]...0151 


®£4 49 fit, come together 
?7mL4 télé speak together, talk over 
0053 


Bb shes combine, join; match; collate 


















' 1 PRESENT, now 
2 THIS 
— 
P my +y 
} lard 





Here treat“ as a kind of lid. To avoid having to work $3 (—) by itself into the mnemonic of 
every kanji that has S1-3 in it, just see ST-3 as an image of a lid fitting snugly on top of some- 
thing. Thus in & we see fitand opening (I): picture joining or COMBINING the snugly 

fitting lid to the opening. The similar widths of $3 and $5 show a good FIT. 





“GET WET till now, so far, up to the present 


YAH 


@ 


24.5 
245 





ZAI today, these days, 0001 
#43 today 

cA thismonth 0023 
ZAM this time; lately 0050 





0228 | s4 depicts a sundial and its shadow, indicating the time. SI-3 give us fit, so suggests the 
A.9 | fitting (i.e., applicable) time: the PRESENT. Assimilate M2 THIS as an extended idea of THIS 
7 PRESENT moment. As a grapheme inside other kanji, 4 will mean now, «= 4 0229 


1712 


Hi] 4 














'p, COMMAND i tz5nv- laws and ordinances, statute 0139 
O84 (tone. pronouncement 0148 
~~ fa TAdu messenger 0223 


VI TT BIE x<sonu royal decree .0075,0072 
4 


0229 | See asa picture of a bell, used for giving COMMANDS. S1-2 form the bell’s cup, which is 
extended down the right side by angled $4. The focal point is $5, the clapper, which sets & 
| apart from 4. Picture someone lying in bed and clanging $5 against the lip of the bell to 
COMMAND the presence of a servant, ss 4 0228, fr 0232 


























THOUGHTS, mind, wish 42 LARA belief, faith 
50 BAc> mind 0162 
48 masa one's heart's desire 0214 
RY ~~ JOANIE tau careful, elaborate. 0039 


ME ta. regret, vexation, chagrin 








0230 | See the sundial’s shadow pointing at what is presently (4) on one’s mind (/L)): one’s 
it» 61 | THOUGHTS. Also means thoughtfulness or attention, meanings which are easy to see in a 
by recalling the phrase “presence of mind.’ 





SEAL; mark EMI) uAic< stamp pad, ink pad 0216 
ALENT S KuwAtS sign[seal] by proxy. 0071 

OaA£) saws rubberstamp 

OffEN eva_ unbranded, generic 0048 


HEf tcSu+A Japan and India, Indian-Japanese 













Ayo 
LAL -L4L 






0231) See a hand E holding a SEAL (IJ). Because the end of $5 points back upward, picture [! as 
11 26 | one of those self-inking stamps in which the stamp die retracts upward to re-ink, and only 
flips back downward when you press down. El) SEAL refers not only to the instrument but 
also to the mark made. Used phonetically for the 4 ~ in “India” 





6 
’ 1ORDER, command Og sete. command, order; edict, decree 
0229 
* LIFE 
AN. > FATE ‘Fair &5spu» command, order 0047 
§ - —_ = _ _ = @) A 
AG Hue life 


t 0036 
Af 349 
p am 2H MYO wobevo fatal, deadly 0059 
3 AA (EAU probable winner, most likely 
candidate 0031 








1232 | Here we might try to visualize an ORDER from heaven deciding one’s LIFE. suggests “com- 
OO 30 | ing down from heaven’ [] is a seal, used here to issue ORDERS, or to “seal one’s FATE” (from 
ia a visual standpoint, the direct, top-down line made by $8 helps represent an ORDER coming 
down). L-1 mouth suggests breath, as in “breath of LIFE” M3 FATE is an ORDER coming down 

from heaven to decide one’s LIFE, e 4 0229 


go in 

















, DECEASED CX 155: late father 0100 


; C# #5ve the deceased 0107 

3 OL gr wae exile 0232 
Ho En Lite i¥5uLe exile, exiled person 

tus) te (&)- 0232, 0107 

OTSA weve the deceased O015 














0233 | Visualize as the outline of a coffin, seen from one end: DECEASED. As a grapheme, C= will 
+ § | take the meanings die or /ose. 


"RICE VALE Nuss rice crop 0152 
2 AMERICA ORE(ES zHe0<% growrice 0152 

OAK it<gus white [polished] rice 0076 
wow!” : @KE curd USA 0075 


cH ? AX cb» Japan and the USA, Japanese- 
American 0001 


Depicts a bundled stack of RICE stalks. As the picture suggests, 7 refers to rice before it has 
been cooked; cooked rice has its own kanji (f 0377). Based on an older pronunciation, AC 
was once used phonetically for the A in “AMERICA’; it is now used as an abbreviation for 
the entire word. 


O#t-F- W3L particle, grain 0094 
PALF Eiw3L elementary particle 0132, 0094 
ARAL 223 grain of rice 0234 

ORME seat raindrop 0154 


MOB vwersinex a grain of wheat 
[OATIEY higscoa sii eter cstpstecagsecets 0002, 0131 


Here rice appears in the more compact form #. See a person standing (XL) next to a bundled 
stack of rice stalks and picking off an individual GRAIN of rice. 








' ‘HARMONIOUS ‘AZ be harmonious atmosphere 0126 
’ *PEACE, calm “AE? z3 harmony, concord; union... 0227 
. . 3 JAPAN ?flloX 5x abatement, alleviation; 
er ; peacefulness 
D, PS te vt> F 
HED) 7 KAll Pe Yamato (old name forJapan) 0033 





0236 | F is a variant on ¥, and can be seen as a bundled stack of rice stalks that has been bound 
11 30 | neatly across the top with a string (ST), such that $1-2 of 7X disappear. It will mean rice or 
rain. Here, see rice being put into a person’s mouth (LJ) to calm him down and preserve 
the PEACE and HARMONY. Used in AFil (3° £<), homeland of the Japanese state, and as 
a an abbreviation for JAPAN. esr £11 0560 


di | 8 

















'PRIVATE OPW. Li b<LW>) private, non- 

2 governmental 0067 
VALUAS Uloeve< private university 

_ ——— _! 0067, 0033, 0099 

¥ TAAETE Leu one’s private life 0036, 0054 

teste ie "#400 U.s2 private property 0172 


@AO bkLo Ghk<LM) my 


. 0237) Rice (F} + + self/private (Zs): this suggests “things belonging to a person,’ i.e., one’s PRIVATE 
A 115 affairs or property. Also used as the first-person pronoun. # 4d, 0812 



















OR Ki: caus vast, expansive, grand 0033 
Ov» war wide, extensive, spacious; generous 

WA evs business suit 0124 
REIS wAVAYS openabook . 0031 
Aa) wae extent, expanse, stretch 


WIDE, spacious 










a4 
U4(v) DAES) VA(HS) 
OA(MNA) OATS) 













Og*uiss were fine thread 0112 
TE AAS a#attzts become thin, losers 
060 





— 2 MT. xu< work, craftsmanship; artifice, tactics 
oA 0108 
$E(U9) (FE(B) CEC) LEDC) Oop eM wy racs particulars, details 0024 
Olav ae ZéPuy small change 0029 


02991) Picture a farmer using SLENDER, MINUTE threads (J#) to mark off rows in his rice field (EH) for 
planting. «= 3& 0884, fH! 0874 









FOREST HAY. YAU standing in close preatiaeyiass of 
buildings] 


(LLYAKS (AAMAH< forestry 0037, 0099 
ia RAE Crattuwa virgin forest. 0208, 0036 
[Pet RAK SWA. rain forest 0154 
7)#K zeeeL Kobayashi [surname] 0034 











\ Two trees: FO REST, 














| THICK WOODS Op RK LAWA forest, woodland 0240 


PARSE LASAMS< forestry 0240, 0099 

FFE #560 Aomorilcily and prefecture] 0130 
yy | #REB sur Morita (surmame] 0020 
ty 








—— 


Three trees: THICK WOODS. Practice writing and pronouncing the compounds #R4K (LA) 
A) or PAR (LAU A.2*<) to help yourself assimilate the respective on-yomi. 





PINE FE eous5 preenpine 0130 

$ FAK &OIPL pine forest 0240 

= 14 HAN #715 pine grove 0208 
‘ yay | F848 g04e Matsumoto [city in Nagano 

—_ PRISON sai ruhadnehuutgute ct arets 0031 
M4 tave2 Takamatsu [city in Kagawa 

COGN) oo ini ceviscurnacegiens er 0185 


0242 | This is the first of numerous tree species we shall learn that combine the classifier * tree 

7K 75 | with another element at the right. Public(ZS) suggests a tree that is available to all, a fitting 
= description of the PINE, one of the most widely distributed, widely used tree species. 
aS 





OFTAK &<HA (=ttHEPL) bamboo grove . 0240 
TOF KYM bamboo shoots 0094 


PMT. At<U< bamboo work, bamboo crafts 
0239, 0108 


FTA 55 Takeuchi [surname] 0215 
7] Lées bamboo sword 0085 





BAMBOO 










ett 














A pair of tall BAMBOO shoots with leaves at the top. The grapheme form *” appears in many 
kanji, often suggesting the idea of counting, figuring, or keeping records, from the ancient 
use of bamboo for tally sticks and writing tablets. In other kanji, **” will refer to instruments 
made of bamboo. 









lo ‘METROPOLIS, capital CAB Lav city, town 01226 
' 2 METROPOLIS OF TOKYO VRABA trea large city 0033, 0226 
4 248A) avs in Tokyo metropolis 0215 

RY 24812 U2 metropolitan, under control of the 

Bee, Tokyo Metropolitan Government........... 0047 

O#$ fF 229 convenience, circumstances; in all, 

altogether ooo eecc cee 0227 





Review #8 0068 and BH 0174. Here we find person (2 0107) on the town side of the walls 
around the edge of town (3), This entry thus depicts persons in a town, by which it implies 
METROPOLIS or capital. This kanji is also used as an abbreviation for the capital, TOKYO. 



















"CAPITAL VECAB *45¢ Kyoto 0244 
— = ?TOKYO THER £5429 Tokyo 0032 

















| IKYOTO TALE AA. Beijing, Peking 0122 
7. ayy Af = 2 ERTS vsses9F6 goto Tokyo 0041 
~ IRCA &25#u' Kyoto University 0093 


—- 


45 | From the roof and upper-story window of ij 0185 we derive tall. Behold a tal! building sup- 
a. - 8 | ported by a post (S6} with two diagonal buttresses (S7-8): the legislative assembly building. 
y=] Used in the names of the old CAPITAL 545 KYOTO and the new CAPITAL 445 TOKYO, 

and as an abbreviation for each. 














OFFER ¥E5+u» administration 0055 


ATES Fe5euMUN administrative 
order 0055, 0232, 0229 


FYEZ #eusttus domestic administration, internal 
affairs 


EBC t25evs administration of justice. 0139 
REL mwu. home economy 0219 


0246 | Review & 0114 and 4 O119. Now we'll learn the four-stroke 4¢, which resembles three- 

Ag 66 | stroke 2 but generally appears at the right, rather than at the top or bottom. Picture Al asa 
hand holding “the rod” (S6 here) for striking things. In EX, strike implies decisive action, and 
iE. correctness, creating a symbolic ideal for POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION. 


POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION 











ef yay 
Foyce 
























1URBAN PREFECTURE {Kyoto or Osaka) | 32 #BHF #4543. Kyoto prefecture 0245, 0244 
? GOVERNMENT OFFICE THEIL® 3t)2@ prefectural 0067 
@EHT +s government, administration. 0246 


2 IRE =<.) National Government (of China); 
provincial capital 0075 








0247) Review {4 0064, Picture a man handing over (44) a document under the slanting roof() ”) 

of a GOVERNMENT OFFICE. Most often seen in EXAF (2¢ 44.3), government, administration). 
Also refers to the prefectures of Kyoto and Osaka. Note that kanji incorporating AF are 

| pronounced 7. «= SF 0648 





‘DOOR FO &¢s door, doorway 0019 
2HOUSEHOLD 1H wee shutter ' 0154 













AFAR wae glass door 
= — |®—Fi «52 one house, one household 0002 
L 2 Ric xx each house, from house to 


house 0090 














Visualize as a doorframe, suggesting DOOR. Note that = also refers to HOUSEHOLD, in the 
same sense implied by the English phrase “going from door to door.’ Seeing the visible por- 
tion as a door frame will help in certain characters where it is used as a grapheme to suggest 
the top part of a structure. The related grapheme FP jis associated in some characters with 
buttocks. We shall take advantage of that meaning when the opportunity arises, but on the 
whole it will be most helpful to let both 7 and F suggest doorframe or the top part of a 
structure/roof. 

















s | | PLACE, point, part Ox eave neighborhood 0194 


——— 2 PARTICLE OF NOMINALIZATION, ORM 64254 strong point 0091 
‘ “ation” OLD Vf wenecs at present, sofar 0228 
va - ‘RDU ates Gatos) cloakroom 


0165 
*PT{A Lela one's belief, one’s opinion... 0063 


'24 -ECA HCA 





0249 | Imagine that in ancient China, every man kept a hacksaw (JT) outside his front door (J), 

Fi 63| PT, atypical image of the entrance to a house, would have been a natural way to represent 
++ | the idea of a particular PLACE or point. V5 illustrates }}'s use in producing noun forms: thus 

pr /It{F “point of believing” = “belief” 


0752 
al g | 





COME TO; utmost 





OBZ ues come to, reach; lead to 


MERE W.%2Be5%49 to Tokyo [as on the edge 
Ofamapl...... 0032, 0245 


O78 - Usd supremacy 0041 


LAS Lvsswevney categorical imperative 
0041, 0292, 0229 


HK Ure immense 0033 


0250 | Review 7 0049. $1-3 derive from an ancient picture of a bird flying not up towards the sky 
2 133| (as in 4%) but down towards the ground. This image shows the bird as it arrives at or COMES 
r TO the ground (+E). Symbolizing the furthest point to which one can go, 42 also means 

utmost. As a grapheme, will mean arrive or come to. 




































©— Be ros accord, agreement 0002 
"Beery seuvce fatal 0232, 0169 
1B #6 agreement, concurrence _..0227 


|PBBORLED saauwe cet (humbly 
FOQUOSL ices sete rig A aoa ..eeRe BEY 0214 


YSRALELT YSucLELT You are welcome 


‘BRING ABOUT, lead to 
200 HUMBLY 











= 
wre CH) 








0251 | As £x 0246 implies, AC strike can also suggest the more general idea of taking direct action 
7 133) upon something. Here we take direct action to make something arrive or come to pass: 
BRING ABOUT. Picture a hand striking the bird to BRING ABOUT its downfall {in the most 
literal sense), Also used as a humble form of $ 4 (do). «= #I) 0940 







"HOUSE: roof Og )8 ws< house, building 0219 
? SMALL SHOP ‘BL 8<ved roof. 0041 

‘EREB «® room, chamber 0068 
7! | 2K BB Zab rice shop, rice merchant 0234 
2 @py ic< butchershop, butcher. 0216 





0252 | Review 0248 to compare Fiand F. Picture someone arriving (22) through the door of a 
F 44 | SMALL SHOP, which in Japan may very well double as a family HOUSE. Here seeing F as not 
only a doorframe but also the top part of a structure (see 0248) helps us visualize the second- 
ary meaning roof. war 4% 0253 


2669 
i] 9 | 














1 ROOM, chamber i #AL> greenhouse 0199 

2 . 
—. Sim LO8A roomtemperature 0199 
7 a #1S2 L-> Japanese-style room 0236 


JOR Lonu indoors 0215 
oA "138 25L7 imperial family[household] 0077 





0253) Here arrive (28) under a roof(-’”) indicates a ROOM or chamber. To distinguish from 2, 
-> 40 | it may help to associate HOUSE with the “more complete’ covering FP and ROOM with the 
———|_ “more limited” covering “>. war Jt 0252, 2 1565 


1943 | 
19 





OvH4e zeus ancient times, antiquity 0071 
Mit Lsdz veneration fortimesofold, 0186 
TH zZA ancientand moderntimes...0228 
a rn OF vy 2u old, outdated 
DAW) HS ~bS(4) HAE %3tzA% used book store. 0031, 0252 


0254 | Picture a tombstone, covered with a cross. It means OLD. There are numerous kanji that 
1 30 | subsume this one, starting with the next entry. While their on-yomi vary slightly (2, 7, 4a, 
i and 7—not including the fd 7 > group 1118-22), it is useful to remember that the vowel 


is always short, © ry 0348, rf 0052 


1728 


‘BE PRESENT OS ws be present, be home 

? RESIDE VE eae long visit (stay! 0091 
2S S vsaetS live together. 0182 

+3 _ |RSS <o*etS live separately 0090 

WW(H) -vy B(S)* 2 Efe; 542 imperial palace 0077 


F 44 | along period, or RESIDE. Think of someone BEING PRESENT behind the same door “of old” 
(47), i.e., from long ago. os /xg 1528, Jai 1834 





‘ ‘BUREAU, office VK tue5ee< waterworks bureau 
0 


? LIMITED PART, locality at : 027, 0158 
3 SITUATION Mi &3%2¢ the authorities concerned. 0141 


—|@ F268 ¥4<.5i limited part, localized area. .0068 


a7 ¥ 
. om | 2 ap &e<Ls (limited) part, local 0249 
Opi euee< political situation 0246 








| J resembles “J, but there is no ear, so this is not the wrapping elephant. Picture JF as an 
overarching administrative structure. The strokes beneath it indicate a LIMITED PART or space 
within that structure. See the structure narrow down in stages from F to ~) and finally to 
C1, which represents a particular BUREAU or office at the local level, like a post office or 
telephone exchange. C1 can also be seen to represent the “current SITUATION,” enveloped in 
the context of wider, long-term trends. 


06 




















: ’ ‘OLD; the late |" HE] 22< one'snativeland/country 0075 
A INCIDENT ©3432 tradition; historical fact, origin 0080 
J REASON, cause THRONEDSE4E campeetAtus the late Professor 
P — > Kawada 0022, 0020, 0134, 0036 
vb? Oat uc accident, incident, trouble 0080 

OHS waic therefore, accordingly 


0257 | Means OLD or the late (i.e., “not around anymore”). Picture striking (AC) something into its 
4¢ 66 | tombstone (Fy )-marked grave. The action itself helps us to remember M2 INCIDENT, We can 
also visualize M3 REASON/cause, as we Can see the cause at the right (AZ) and the effect at 


the left (74). Incidentally, be sure not to confuse 4 with 2 WOMAN, 


1056 


O#f El x2 ancient countries in the north or 
west of China; barbarous country 0075 


BAM, 85s) cucumber 0202 
AHA” XLe5 pepper 


HSH” <A Hu Jintao [Chinese Commu- 
nist Party general secretary 2002-12) 0213 


referring to things that came to Japan from ANCIENT CHINA, such as iI JFK (2°, sesame; 
see Hpk 0852) and BHA (CL E5, pepper; # unlisted), It is also a common Chinese surname. 
ww HN) 0145 


OM tus lake 0027 
i} zbe5 onthe lake 0041 
Wifi 2HA lake surface 0175 
KOM #252 crater lake 0026, 0019 


TOA cruz The Great Lakes [Lakes Superior, 
Michigan, Huron, Ontario, and Erie]. ..0007, 0033 


| 0259 | Try to visualize the waters ( Y) of a LAKE lapping up on ancient Chinese (i ) shores. It helps if 
AK 85 | you can fill out the scene with details from your own imagination. ea j#] 0146 


SOLID ©Bité Zev solid, solid matter 0062 

FIRM 'TEI{t, 2m solidification 0120 
2 EIS TU fixed, stationary 0045 

a FJ wes [vt] harden, solidify; strengthen 

W7E(MS) WR(ES) AW7CEY) OL) meus firm, stiff, fast 

D7 (v) 





| 0260 | See a tombstone (t4) packed inside a box for delivery. Naturally this must be a very SOLID/ 
FIRM box. wa fi] 0261 











4 COUNTER FOR ITEMS; item fT Le two places 0003, 0249 
Pe. > O—f8] A soa onemonth 0002, 0023 
: fi »v45 items, articles 0119 
n fieEX wvedes itemization 0119, 0079 

















0261. Review 77 0243. Here we use our bamboo tally sticks to COUNT the number of tombstone 
4 118| packages we'll be shipping; the kanji itself means COUNTER FOR ITEMS. In V3-4 it simply 
| means item. Now often replaced by + or 7, e& [El 0260, fi 1838 


| 1 INDIVIDUAL, single unit OHA UA. individual 0015 


2 GENERAL COUNTER (for things or VqRIME zu individuality 0128 
articles) 1 (H133 <UL> private room 0253 
a9 | |? UA Sf WATUSZ one apple 0002 

2 4H cls two places/points.. 0003, 0249 


0262) + Here see an INDIVIDUAL man (4 ) opening a box with a single tombstone (4) he has 

you ordered for his personal use. Picture him COUNTING to make sure he has received the right 
number. Interchangeable with the previous entry for counting certain kinds of articles, in 
which case 4fél is pronounced 7 and can be replaced by 7 or 7. 





AS WELL AS, moreover, both... and... i]. *dsa > and yet; moreover, also. 0184 
H&M # 2#* moreover, also 0059 
FCA ORMI CSODH ecpoLTact 


#2m5 because it can be done quickly and 
privately 0143, 0237, 0169 


0263) is mainly used as a building block inside other characters, in which case it will mean ladder, 
By itself, it means AS WELL AS/moreover/both... and..., which can be visualized in the way 
the rungs of the ladder add upon each other. 


‘ORGANIZE © fin Zev. composition, formation, construc- 
0070 


2 ASSEMBLE oe 
Off <&aur union, guild, association 0227 


‘OU ARAL &icA¢a# foursome, the Gang of Four 
0006, 0015 


2HAWCHS CHS assemble, erect... 0067 
|? Fee ce<e joinhands 0046 


hs | # means thread, but it can also mean rope or or cord. See fl as a primitive /adder ASSEMBLED 
- 120 from wooden poles by rope. When what is bound together is people, the applicable keyword 
is “ORGANIZE”: imagine the rope wrapping around a group of people to bind them into one 
unit. 


Y 
<(0) Sa -Cm 
































EVENING OLA ze this evening, tonight 0228 


OAF want evening 0173 
BS thd evening 
ee AHA 3u setting sun 0001 
4 EY kteidt: Festival of the Weaver (the star 
Vega]; the Star Festival (July 7) 0009 





0265 | A variant drawing of moon (see A 0023), which we can see as the EVENING moon. As in 5, 

Ay 36| see two crescent lines, one outlining the dark portion of the sphere, the other outlining the 
bright portion. Fewer surface details (i.e., crossing strokes) are visible than in }, for it is not 
yet fully dark. As a grapheme, 4” will mean evening or moon. 






OPMENLA #uMz<)UA foreigner... 0075, 0015 
AbZE yur75 diplomacy, foreign relations 0102 
LSD watunc except for, excluding... 0066 

A FF OZMHs zm1ae besides, in addition; the rest, 


Ze lim HF) FHS) ones 
OFF sa4'¢ take off, remove; miss, dodge 


OUTSIDE: remove, come off 



































Let S4-5 represent an image of one thing slipping off of another (the short stroke at the 
right points down and away from the central vertical stroke). 47 moon provides the physical 

context for this occurrence: picture something coming off or being removed from the moon, 
falling OUTSIDE it. 









MANY; most SIM teebA manysides, many phases. 0175 
OB SY Kar probably, perhaps, maybe _ 0088 
#AN ze<ce multipurpose... 0021, 0169 
O48 . asasus many, much 
Bi MA BOVE most people 0015 











, EVENING TIDE Oi b.23ee ebb and flow, tide 0146 
» OW AD SHS Lasstabexdic before the 
™~, tide comes in 0179, 0113 





ty 
LB 
0268 | Water(¥) of the evening (4’): EVENING TIDE. 
AK 85 





0197 
| 6 














NAME; fame; first-rate O* fil ##% name, given name 0113 
OFF #256 surname, family namelcf. Hi 
acto ea . 009 


1823] 2.0... ie Stee 
0 Ss Of) sug> specialty, noted product ..0172 
a de %, ili] su.» famous picture, masterpiece 0176 


FATA eS name, giveanameto 0064 











0269 | Picture the moon(4’) opening its mouth (LJ) and speaking your NAME—the idea’s silliness 


1eE 


0272 | 


A TS 


is precisely what makes it easy to remember. Thinking of the English word in its attributive 
sense (as in “NAME brand”) will help you absorb the secondary meanings. «= 4% 0786 


HEAVEN; weather; nature RMF TAbAMS astronomy O01, 0099 
KH TAOS emperor of Japan 0077 
ORM sox Milky Way 0022 


~ |ORR TAX weather, atmospheric conditions; 
fine weather 


AEE TAU one’s innate disposition, nature 
01 


4 —_E—— ——— 
In E 0072 we saw that the top line referred to heaven. See % as a modified version in which 
the curving lines converge in an upward thrust to emphasize the line at the top, HEAVEN. See 
note at entries 0565-66. wa 46 0559, FE 0565 


NOT YET OGEO a&ecuw undecided, pending 0045 
FRAQ asbv\ before dawn, dawn 0024 
AL atta notyet seen 0083 
O72 ££ (not) yet, still; more, besides 
Seige)? aes Z WEE yet, as yet; up to now 


3 
3 
\ 


See asa tree (AX) in the process of growing a new bough at its crown. As can be seen by com- 
paring with the next entry, the bough has NOT YET finished growing. «= AR 0272, AS 0566 


LAST PART, end OE tak endofthe year 0117 
#A £27 last day ee 0001 


O= HO xaxoota end of March 
0004, 0023 


RVRMOKIC geese lOsac afteralong 
talk 0091, 0053 


KoF FRoz youngest child 0094 





“Suggesting its secondary meaning end/tip, 5 has finished growing the ends of the new 


bough, right to the very LAST PART. View alternately with the previous entry: one is NOT YET 


~~~! finished; the other is finished right to the very LAST PART. r AS 0271 

















: : : = —— 
TASTE, flavor; contents HLUR% Uae plain, sober, unpretentious 0187 








. BOK HesU aftertaste 0114 
4K xnav sharpness, cutting quality 0086 

y 5 / OWED #vb> taste, savor; appreciate, enjoy 

SE bL(b4) OEE va meaning, intention, significance, 
purport 0151 

















WAT) what has not yet (AX) passed through one’s mouth (LT); this is what one TASTES. It is also 
1 30 | the mouth’s present contents. 


0247 


| 8 


Ff 





O32 suuy> next month, this coming month 

















32H suicé coming to Japan 0001 
— _ Ah3EAB gurgurr loanword, foreign word 
chosen Ri? SEA poate Sanat 0266, 0222 
ORS <a come, become 
0 4S come, arrive 


The word “coming” holds within it the notion “not yet here.’ So it is with the kanji for COME. 
To not yet (Az), we add *’ (S2-3) to indicate two expected guests that are on their way. See 
52-3 COMING to the center of the character. In the way they both aim toward the same 
point, see them COMING imminently to the same destination, «= 38 0419 












FA 
4(4) BES) BRD) 












OPP A. LALA newtalent, rookie; newcomer 0015 
iE LAA New Year 0117 
BRO xuwLAM newest, latest 0196 

OPPLU #SBLUY new 

Oge7e-l2 serie newly, afresh; again 
















vy 


Ste(LW) dS (72) dO- (eee 





See a person standing (XZ) on top of a tree (7X), using a hacksaw UT) to saw off some NEW 
branches that are growing there. See only the very NEW branches being cut, right at the very 
tip-top. 





Ne i "PARENT Ogi -f- ec (LAL) parentand child 0094 

: 2 RELATIVES Oil BA W25UA. parents 0177 
J INTIMATE, friendly 2 ASH ic<LA. blood relations 0216 

$ yy 310) Lato kind, friendly, obliging 0086 


Be BR. L2e(Lw) LA(LO) @Lv> Lx» intimate, familiar, friendly 





0276| Following the pattern of the previous entry, see a PARENT (or other older RELATIVE) standing on 
. 147| top ofa free, looking ( ki,) down secretly and with tender INTIMACY on its child (or younger 
RELATIVE). 





1 LACK, want RAR itol¥A missingvolume............. 0031 
/ WAR HAlt> running out of gas 
3 ORE a> flawless... 0048 











ry ORYA mre lack, be deficient, be vacant: be 
DS) a(L) (dF) pent 
“ARIF TOS ewes one person is 
| MISSING cere od eect oategenndase 0002, 0015 





0277 | Derives from a picture of a yawning mouth. See the jaws spreading open at the bottom. Like 
16 ahatchling’s wide-open beak, X easily suggests a LACK or want. As a grapheme, 7X can 
i a mean lack, gap, or yawning mouth. «= 7A 0904 














1721 
| 4 
3 NEXT, second(ary), (numerical) order = OY 15] vows nexttime................. 0050 
~ y RB ea secondson........0...000.... 0092 
: Ax &<e table ofcontents................. 0021 
cae OURS 2< rank next to, come next/after 
WK D(C) DO ROLF 2¥MESIC as follows 
L 





0278 | 7 looks like Y but has only two strokes. For ¢X, let the two strokes of 7 suggest second(ary), 
2X76 | so that the whole kanji suggests “a second thing to fill the gap left by the first,’ i.e., NEXT. 
When a train conductor uses this word to announce the NEXT station, think of it as a second 
station that will fill the gap left by the one you've just departed. 
0039 
| 6 


ifs 








SEAT REx (KDS eeembS change seats......0071 
LHR Leo#e attendance, presence ....... 0038 
OFX tote absence, nonattendance.....0277 


be Ji iK #&U order of seats, seating precedence; 
class standing 000.0 0278 


fC #&vs5T atthe meeting; onthe 
i OCCASION! 232228. Seong ch catsn deans! 0041 

















0279 | See th as the open mouth of a wood-burning stove. We've fired up the stove to keep warm 
rv 50 | in our shelter (J ~), and tossed a cloth (If) on the floor for a front-row SEAT next to the 
stove. After studying the next entry, practice writing it in alternation with this one, reminding 
yourself of their meanings as you do. «= FE 0280 








2683 
| 10 

"DEGREE OBE BAe temperature... 0199 

2TIME TERRE Loe humidity... 0200 

? HERE gue everytime, always.............. 0105 

KF bh 77 ORL REIS #SPf-Ulz whenever [each time] one 

HU SOCS (It) as scat aeleec gerber wentrateateheconnel 0083 

— FE (ce two degrees/times ............... 0003 














} 0280 | See a hand(X) shove more fuel into the stove (tT) to raise the temperature a few DEGREES. 

y- 53, FE also means TIME as in “this time” or “the third time.” Connect this with MI by recalling 
the phrase “by DEGREES,’ which just means “one DEGREE at a TIME.” Imagine the DEGREE 
measure rising one TIME after another as the fire is stoked. c& Jif; 0279 





102 

















CROSS, ford BEA EXw» goingtoAmerica........... 0234 
_ OFF &Su. importation, influx... 0274 


C¥ES pews cross, ford 


a k VES kT carry across(a river); hand over 
: biz(4) -bE(S) b72(4) FIRS thks hand over(to), give, deliver 
0046 





= 
co 
N 
= 
| at 
| ad 
™N 
[—] 











L- 
7 is a body of water that we must CROSS, FE shows the degrees of longitude that we must 
CROSS (longitude rather than latitude, for we are moving CROSS-wise). Think of CROSSING 
the degrees of longitude one at a time on a trans-oceanic voyage. 













LIMIT, bounds PRET S WATTS limit, restrict, define...0045 


PRRE Ae limit,bounds................ 0280 
OR-ADBE auveeuea maximum... 0196, 0033 
RY OF) BR auvesifA minimum.......0196, 0036 


DE(S) WE(Y) -M>¥ (VY) OH SBR Casmety as faras possible 
Dt ante A REN NA Aa hata 9 atl tee BR 0038, 0274 























See I as a picture of alittle boy. When he’s been good, we'll reward him with a “stroke” on 
top of his head (thus & means good). But when we “limit” the drawing to J&, that is, when 
we “stop” before adding the reward stroke, it means stop or limit. K combines limit with 

hills around edge of town(() and means LIMIT or bounds. «= EIS 0286 












SILVER 





OSB4F #AZS bank. 


HR (6A Bank of Japan (short for HA SE 
Adil netcts snes rtaaton tatoo ona tata! 0001 


KSA FuxeA mercury, quicksilver ......... 0027 
GLATV XALZ I silver medal 











Stop (B) just before gold (¥): SILVER. 





ARAL ZAIEA basis, foundation; origin, source 
031 


cAX perseverance, patience, energy 0126 










; ay ARTE ZAUs3 nature, temper; willpower; guts 
ee na tee eet we eI done 0128 
h-ha FAR Meas MOON Ac cea see dahcse yeas 0252 


O#RIE]L taebL digging around the roots; 
maneuvering behind the scenes ........... 050 









































: GOOD OREO sued best, most excellent 0196 
, AX BL de badness, inferiority; delinquency 
sete ssn nck sd 0049 
——| BD ve5La conscience 0056 
Day One 4 
KW) -EG) vv (uy)* KL (=U) BOO 
ELLs kuve good seats 0279 











= i ss - _ 
0285 | See BE 0282: we reward the little boy with a “stroke” on top of his head for GOOD behavior. 
R 138 






Fi 






| 1 YOUNG MAN 


7 
» 
? MALE NAME SUFFIX 
6 ae ——- 


0286 | At the left side we find an abbreviated version of good. Unlike [EE 0282, where we saw fe 
FA 163| outside the town limits, here we see a good boy {or in this case, YOUNG MAN) staying inside 
the town. s BE 0282 


OFBB LASS bridegroom 0275 
@—BPR 1.645 Ichiro([name of eldestson]. 0002 
24 EB wad Jiro [name of second son] 0278 
























CORRIDOR, gallery ORB 3 corridor, hallway 
(JES 445 picture gallery 0176 


VRE av. corridor, gallery 
































"EAT 
7FOOD 


OF us<t meal, dinner 0080 
TARHBIS La<cic aftermeals ON 
DAX~4 £zNB eat 

yay pS ~ 11485 <> eat 

£(9) ¢(69) ESS) 2FfE pLs< Japanese-style food 0236 









| 


Good boy ( 4) under roof(“*): picture a good boy who has come home to EAT. One is 
tempted to replace this phrasing with the more concise “good boys EAT at home,’ but to 

do so would replace a visual description with a conceptual statement. However crisp sucha 
statement might be, it is better to keep the mnemonic grounded in the kanji's visual image. 

















DRINK RRA WALE< eating and drinking 0288 


‘ 1, 
5 ORD oe drink 
‘ i | &kAW mato beverage 0172 


2 lay PKAIK Haws drinking [potable] water 0027 
y M(t) fKAPR Ma bar, tavern 0252 














ae ‘iz — 
0289 | ft is an abbreviated version of ££ EAT. See a mouth held wide open (/X) after eating, desir- 
4 184| ing something to DRINK. This entry illustrates why the hen forms of 2, EL, and ££ are all 

>> | abbreviated in this way—so as not to get in the way of tsukuri like 7X which need to extend 


4 toward the lower left. 














‘GOVERNMENT 


1B pads government use; government 
2? GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL : 


business 
VEG was officialorder —.. 0232 
@8 8 625A director, administrator, chief 
0091 








AY 







2Hh3EE WzamA diplomat, foreign service 
OMI COgnateaciticast maticestrceetnen te 0266, 0102 

















ing head (S5-6) and a fat belly (57-8). A fitting image of GOVERNMENT in general. Kanji that 
contain ‘Ef, such as the next entry, are read 7, ea 2 1242 







OH mum. hall, assembly hall 0226 
ARH iZAtA main building: this building 0031 
4y 4H sAwA annex, extension 0088 
fi mAH£S director, superintendent 0091 
AHI mA in the building 0215 





PUBLIC BUILDING 























0291 | Suggests the dining (#1) hall of a government (‘B) office, which we can think of as a kind of 
4r 184| archetype for a PUBLIC BUILDING. Because GE is unusual in lining up two different rooftops 
Arte | across the top, a more focused and direct way to perceive the meaning is to let this juxtaposi- 

B tion be a visual cue for the idea of BUILDING. 









LODGE OST S voLe<cts lodge together, stay ina 
a camp for training... vee 227 
” T48 ites lodging, boardinghouse 0040 








4 : {FB >&» inn, hotel, lodginghouse. . 0252 
wae Ong : ; 
DY BL(Z) WEF) eS lodge; dwellin 
FeRT cert be Pregnant wae e 
1 
0292 | One hundred () persons (4 ) under the same roof(“): a LODGE. 
> AD 
1985 





noet n30% 


106 














DOG C— urvsita one dog 0002 
IN—K av-a collie 

CsA zee puppy, little dog 0034 

ay ; | Keb HE uwec’e doghouse 0024, 0252 

Wwe Wawa. 














0293 | Picture a DOG's head and neck pointing toward the left, two pairs of legs at the bottom, and 

KM | a coiled-up tail sticking out to the right. Distinguish from BIG K- 0033 by focusing on $4, the 

~~) coiling tail, The usual grapheme version is 4 (introduced back at 47 0217), which can also 
mean smallish four-legged creature. «= A 0294, HE 2274 


212. 
nl 





















1) *&6 long sword 0095 
ORF eu crown prince 0094 
‘AH euz ancienttimes, remote ages 0254 
@Av eur thick; fat 
2K4S HES growfat 


1 GREAT, extremely large 
THICK, fat 














yA FP 
DH) Gk(S) 








Here let the dot stroke suggest one additional step beyond BIG (A): GREAT. That % has the 
same extra dot stroke underscores the usefulness of seeing it in the upper position as a dog's 
coiled tail, so as to avoid confusion with A. Seeing this stroke drop to the lower position 
suggests heaviness, which we can associate with M2 THICK. «= XK 0293 














‘VESSEL, container OSE Lace tableware 0288 
2 INSTRUMENT DAF ADB HANI glass vessel/container 
@at3s Ke weapon 0111 
ES #8 *mA. organ (ofthe body) 0290 
faut %£5¢ skillful, ingenious 0047 











Notice the extra dot stroke in the old form. If we trace # back to its origins, we find that it 
derives from a picture of a dog( XX) served up on the center of a table, surrounded by four 
plates (1), which easily suggest VESSEL or container, #4 can also be used to refer to any 

kind of tangible INSTRUMENT, os fat 0414 










1 ‘MISFORTUNE ‘Xf 2235 calamity, misfortune 0080 

ae ‘ 7 EVIL @bXI47 *4325 violence, murder, crime _ 0055 
2\X[#% 4232 murderweapon 0295 

yay 2X 445UA. assassin’s dagger 0087 


25CX] WAxe3 cause of evil, culprit; ringleader 
0136 








0296 | We saw |] before at ] 0176, where it contained a PICTURE. We'll give it the meaning open 
117 | container or pit. Just as the “X” marks over a person’s eyes in a drawing indicate he is dead, 
~~) the “A” mark here indicates a person who has fallen into an open pit and died: an EVIL 
MISFORTUNE. Later we'll associate “%” with violent death, w LX. 0297 


2557 
14 | 














wT 
L238 





fa 


2569 





DIVIDE INTO SECTIONS ‘4rd <KAdS divide, subdivide. 0088 
2 2DISTRICT ORGIFS <xo¥s distinguish; classify. 0090 
JWARD, borough 'DEWS <¥% punctuate, mark off with a 
= comma 
@4h EX < district, area, region, lot 0187 
7AHEK sek< Ota ward 0033, 0020 











See the crossing lines DIVIDING the space inside = INTO SECTIONS. If the space were a city, 
the sections would be called DISTRICTS or WARDS. The old form reveals the way in which 


a) “A” was used to simplify numerous kanji, including the next entry, after the Second World 


War. See note at & 0561. m LX] 0296 


DRAWING, plan OnE] + map 0187 
I es books 0079 
RUSE &Laa library 0079, 0291 
}ORBl we intention, aim, plan 0151 
| tta(S) Rl aed signal, sign 0227 
Here let |_] represent the outlines of a DRAWING or map. This is a pirate’s map, with an “X” 
to mark the spot of a buried treasure, and a couple of other symbols for nearby landmarks to 





| help the pirates find their way. To absorb [I's more figurative meaning, plan, picture yourself 


DRAWING a map of your future, a plan for the time to come. 


‘NUMERICAL ORDER OF wsixa. first, first place; most, best... 0002 
2 WATCH, duty 1 =e XAIKAHA tracknumber3.. 0004, 0210 
2K ifatta watchdog 0293 
WY Ox =3I£A_ police box 0102 


2H S wWAlcHeS be on duty; have 
one’s turn . 0141 





Take 3K as a crudely tied rice bundle—halfway between the basic rice bundle ( # ) and the 
neatly tied rice bundle ( #). In this book 3& will appear only once without HH below it, at #R 
1506. Here imagine a rotation of sentries who WATCH over the crudely tied rice bundles lett 
out in a field. They take tums in ORDER, 0 fF 1510 








OF (Ard number, serial number 0299 


' ‘NUMBER 
) mf 2 DESIGNATION, title, name \Eines TAbACS telephone number 


0300 
1 40° 


a 
ie 
1847 

5 


0155, 0053, 0299 


SIGN, signal 
————— — 4131538 2AWSOCSL— roomnumber 315 
0253 


te 
242-5 pACS name ofera, reign title 0117 
42-5 LACS signal; traffic light 0063 











See as a number “05.” Means NUMBER as in “room number,’ “train number’ etc. With this 
core idea of “numerical designation,’ associate the other meanings DESIGNATION and SIGN. 
ex §l) 0090, 5 1478 





AaAn»znaaA AAA 





‘ ARTICLE “Ein SCBA (piece of) work, product 0152 


— 
\ a 2 GRADE OF EXCELLENCE Ou Usto article, thing, goods 0172 
3 CLASSIFICATION PHO RWA vAMsUEe person of refined 


— 1 manners 0285, 0015 


4 te,4 le: 
|| Le @ EAA Uasua elegance, refinement 0041 
3m vase listofarticles/items 0021 
0301 | Here we see three ARTICLES of merchandise, neatly stacked in their boxes. am also means 
11 30 | GRADE OF EXCELLENCE and CLASSIFICATION, meanings which can likewise be visualized 
=n in the character: the three boxes represent three CLASSIFICATIONS; the highest GRADE OF 


etal EXCELLENCE is seen in the single (Grade A?) box at the top. 

























‘PLEASURE VasL OD AOL take pleasure in, enjoy (oneself) 
2 COMFORTABLE PBity |< easy, light; comfortable 

IMUSIC 2 Te AS comfortable, carefree, cozy 
We Oxy , nye 
PO(LW) fO(LB) r=] BAe music 0150 
32822 y%o% musical instrument 0295 




























0302 | Think of a raucous MUSICAL celebration centered around a drum set. See the two halves of a 
AR 75 | hi-hat (G1) clanging together as the sound waves (56-9) shoot out in every direction. AR can 
be visualized as the hi-hat’s wooden stand. The image easily suggests not only MUSIC but 
also fun and enjoyment, PLEASURE and COMFORT. 


4 


| 3854 cea medicine, drug: chemicals ..0301 
'MJa) -Po%e< drugstore, pharmacy 0256 





DRUG, chemical 





FUE AK pill oul2 
7 KE »S< gunpowder 0026 


Ome <t drugstore 0282 














PERIPHERY, around; cycle “FEY Lea. environs, outskirts; Bicurerer ie 

JEJE] Leda. circumference; lap/circling 0050 

ry — ——— |SJ8] 2AU»> circumference 0013 

ia =JAl xALw> three rounds laps] 0004 
OFVO A &bumve the people around one 

ee |e 0015 


In the next three characters we'll see = above LH, not to be confused with TH 0254, The 
1 30 | focus of the present character is J ], which indicates the PERIPHERY around an area of soil 
(-E) located behind an opening or gate (I). JA] is sometimes used to refer to a lap run 
around a track, so it may help to picture the soil as that of a football field. 


2985 
els) | 8 























ah WEEK O53 #ALie> last week 0134 
= Si] ZALw> this week 0228 
4 32240 SuL@ next week 0274 
wo yay YAAK Lwdé> weekend 0272 
; V4 (<= E] Lestcaad’ three times a week 
0004, 0050 
| 





Represents the way we go around a cycle (Jl) as we move forward (3_) through time. When 





TONE, note, condition Oas-F &£3L tone, tune; key, note; (health) 


2INVESTIGATE condition; manner D094 
Ha 5 tone, 
3’ PREPARE, make ready a) <645 tone, expression 0019 


OMA LS<@ investigate, look into 

Fay A 643573 compounding, mixing, 

LB(84) LO(4) £4005) preparation 0227 

LED (KA) OS REHAS W3LaceLeMas prepare 

- ; | supper 0265, 0288 

6 | Think of some very important thing you need to “say,’ like a marriage vow. Something so 

important that you keep going around and around (J8]) the words (#) in search of the pre- 
cise TONE, the perfect note. Time and again you INVESTIGATE, scrutinizing every word as you 
PREPARE, Link the meaning and reading by thinking of ©¢& ® 2 4 as “to-TONE-oeru”” 





‘TIE UP ORFS &C#KFB_ promise, vow 0170 
? BUNDLE O# 2S k's tieupina bundle 

(2 Rico “AixlcwoT ina bunch; inagroup 
vz 2763 teeris bundle of flowers 0121 


Aik AES) On 2—- RTL UtheUOdZA (=F UO5 24) 
| ten yen a bundle 0002, 0005, 0013 


0307) A bunch of trees (7X) that have been TIED UP in a BUNDLE. 


PUT IN ORDER YENU +#094 leveling of ground, soil preparation 
(187 


Ome b.54u regulation, adjustment. 0306 
=e RAZ atures orthopedics O14? 
(9) ~ . 
LEO(RB) ELO(3) RERD &EMRS putin order 


#5 £05 bein order 





0308 The concept PUT IN ORDER is readily discernible here. if. bundle represents putting things 
in bundles as you tidy up. 4¢ shows a hand holding a rod (a broomstick?), taking action, 1E. 
correct suggests putting things in their proper place. ws & 0309 


neat vAaenn 














NUMBER, quantity, count | AE +90 figure, numeral 0098 


OR y50'< mathematics 0099 

RR tu45 integer, wholenumber 0308 

lay 2 RA yt'ee< in large numbers 0267 
DT MERA) O24 »¥2S count, calculate, enumerate 

















0309 | Visualize as a woman (2Z) striking (AZ) bundles of rice (2K) in order to count their NUMBER. 
Ag 6b | 5 RE 0308, #4 0310, HE 1957 








ASH vA mankind, humankind 0015 
O44 tA%u' classification Does 















KIND, type 


40 AMA Le<ic<u carnivorous animals, 
—$<—= Carnivora 0288, 0216 
WA 2 , 
Paee(r) 40GB Suc’ synonym, related word 0222 
WU LAS relatives, relations 0276 






We have been given the task of classifying rice (FX) by type. Specifically, we are to separate 
the big (KX) KINDS of rice from the rest. See the head (JA: again, focusing on the top stroke, 
here S10) looking over the rice and separating the /arge KIND from the other KINDS. 

oe BL 0309 





FIRTA &UPS foreshadow 0163 


Al@® #uv private [unofficial] announcement 
scien Taltgh Sich t td get hats gt cniehamer an adts 0215 


OZ5R 23 publiclofficial] announcement 0089 
Ox F seis 
La(t) AR Y L&T show, display; indicate 


AL FbtbS Lobes prearrange, 
| COMPO R etic eis 0227 

















0911 | Derives from a picture of an altar to the gods. Laid on top of it is a sacrificial offering (S1). As 
7K 113| an independent kanji it now means SHOW, a meaning that is easily suggested by this image 
~~ | of an object lying on top of a table. 









1694 | 
i 


5 
i ‘ PROHIBIT Ot LSS xALTS prohibit, ban 0042 
cm yi #81) 4422 taboo 0172 
# (t02%A prohibition of sale 0148 
ee ey te 2 (AES) BAUS (RAS) prohibit 


u W WAIE A6UUSAL Keep Out [sign] 
Pr » 5 0067, 0039, 0042 


0312 | See an altar to the gods (7N) placed at the edge of a forest (#K), marking off a sacred, PRO- 
FE 119) HIBITED precinct. 








2435 
| 13 





‘ETIQUETTE TSLik hues etiquette 0139 


1 ‘ 
; ~ RITE +5 4L anv thanks; reward; return present 
/ "4L4 nuda reward, fee, honorarium 0029 
LA 54 Odes sine» impolite, rude 0048 
2 HEFL Anu baptism 0135 








0399 | we first saw L back at 2L 0160. From here on, we shall take it to be a sharp hook. At the 
Az 113) left, & is the shorthand form for 8 altar fo the gods, To remember the meanings ETIQUETTE 
and RITE, picture a person presenting a sharp hook upon the a/farto express proper appre- 


} her ciation to the gods. «= #L 1694, #T 0640 


'COMPANY Ot #4 Le company, corporation, firm 0226 
2 SOCIETY Tabs Lebs5 president(ofacompany). . 0091 
3 SHINTO SHRINE PZ Lem society, the world 0226 
ae |2#:2eHz Lecatee sociable, friendly 

0102, 0169 
LA 





3 5#1 seca village shrine 








(6). From the idea of the localized group one belongs to, we can obtain the other meanings 
COMPANY and SOCIETY. 


| REPORT (to a superior) Oki & G&LAtS report{toa Cue 


|? SPEAK HUMBLY 
‘AA sul unofficial report 0215 


——@+ £54 [humble] say, tell 


HL EWS Lacs say, tell, speak humbly; 
(have the honor to) do 0041 


7HHLIAD s45Lze apply; propose 0192 





FA 102) pointing upward. E] can be seen as the layers of hierarchy separating oneself (at the bottom) 
from one’s superior. As a grapheme, FH will mean either pointing upward, piercing through 
layers, or both. ee 441521, FA 0432 


GOD, spirit #hR LA myth, mythology 0054 
Onn LAS Shinto, the way of the gods 0158 

# LAMA Shinto priest 0290 
yy vy #4 CA» Shinto shrine 0314 
DA DA- 2F- ONDA Sama god of the sea 0104 

















0316 | Again see the center line in 4 point upward at something superior to oneself. 4 indicates 
that in ##, the superior being pointed at is GOD. The on-yomi follows FA, and adds the 
voiced-consonant variation Y v. 








nanan anadas 


10 Ge 














MEMBER, personnel Su 8 *uLeLA company employee, office 


ee, 
worker 0226, 0314 
OB mwa member 0226 
| 4B) +Aus% allmembers, entire staff 0078 
Ay EA cous fixed number of regular 


personnel; capacity 


MAB £AVATALS train filled to 
capacity 0179, 0155, 0125 











0317 | Denotes MEMBERS or personnel, such as those of a company. Typically applied to a person 
C1 30 | who occupies a basic position and carries out mundane tasks. Indeed, we can perceive one 
such mundane task here—discussing sums of money. See . money being spoken by [1 
mouth, and associate the image with a clerk, a regular staff MEMBER, ss A 0352 



































‘QUALITY, nature 'REA (AL essence, reality 0031 





2 MATTER, substance Ort aoe nature, character; property, 

2 PAWN, hostage UES 

=—— 2 —— 1A WAL quality 0301 
LEDS FL 


Oy A sol matter, substance 0172 
3) #{ weve hostage, prisoner 0015 











14 os | 


Picture two hacksaws (JT }T) cutting open a seashelf (FL) to obtain the MATTER or substance 
inside. More profoundly, they aim to discover the seashel/’s inner QUALITY or nature, To 
remember M3 PAWN, imagine a pawnbroker slicing open a pawned oyster shell to remove 

the pear! after its depositor defaults on his loan. 





Opes #u.e5 political party 0246 
Sek &5Le party chief(leaderl 0157 
$85 £5u.A. partymember 0317 

key SAE &Stuveur party convention 0033, 0226 

ALAS Lemwes Socialist Party. 0314,0226 











0319) We first saw *” back at JG 0137 and 24 0141. The following six kanji join” with “7, a 
combination we need to distinguish from that of *¥ and “7 (as in “F! 0099), By contrast with 
»v, the three lines in *” are nicely centered, so where we see them above *” we can see the 
ensemble as a crown or rooftop of formal design—we'll refer to it with the phrase “stately 
crown” or “stately rooftop.” Beneath this decorative crown, the present entry adds Jc 1193, 

a simple drawing of one’s OLDER BROTHER as a head with two legs attached. A stately crown 
10| has been placed on older brother's head to mark his formal membership in a political PARTY. 





a HALL, public building BRE ayes townhall 0089, 0226 
. . 2 Off Ls<e5 dining hall, canteen 0288 
° FFBE BAKES concerthall  0150,0302 
a Ky | REE te5e5 lecture hall (ina Buddhist temple} 


" HALL ¥5¥3ELA dignified, imposing, 
majestic 





0320 | In the context of the similar characters appearing before and after this one, we should make 

+ 92 \ + our visual focus, Let it signal the idea of a physical location or place. 1 suggests an 
~——~|_ opening or doorway. Thus we see a stately rooftop over a doorway, placed on the ground (i), 
signifying a HALL or public building. e@ 77 0321 


226 
) 1) 




















SF sy 


1256 | 
| 12| 





> ™NORMAL ‘IEG tuved normality, normalcy 0043 
7 REGULAR "388 ® 250250 common, ordinary, usual 
0159 
5 O12 asc always, atall times 
Ya 
ah ee 2457 vss£5 commonuse, dailyuse. 0047 





@HBO cbv23M daily, everyday 0001 





Here we see clothes hanging (see rf 0206) under the stately rooftop. Picture a formal space 
that has been converted for use as a place for drying laundry, What was once an extraordi- 
nary chamber has now become just an ordinary, NORMAL, REGULAR old place. Remember, 
fl turns this usually special space from formal to normal. se 0320 


PRIZE, praise A Us5ea prize, award, reward 0029 
Him Lsedsua prize, trophy 0301 
SAF velesle prizewinner... 0065, 0107 
[Os = VE z--urL83 Nobel Prize 
FeEIS Us5e50 receivea prize 0065 





RECOMPENSE, make up for {E4 USA. reparation, indemnification 0029 

{RHR #uL«5 vicarious compensation 0071 

Ode Led gratuitous, free 0048 

van ‘|°f€4 2<%5 recompense, make up for, atone for 
20% (4) 


, ‘PALM OF ONE'S HAND VETS tolssts join one's hands (asin 
2 TAKE CHARGE OF prayer) 0227 
THEPIS Lasépac inone's hands 0035 
- = HHO) TE Ledswdoee one’s treasure 
vay az. 0035, 0073 
am 
eee Oe Leusd conductor 0125 





When you see ”, “7, and LF above = hand, ignore the meaning stately rooftop/crown and 
instead see *” as your fingers spread out before you, «7 as the balls of your fingers, and 1, 

right in the middle of the picture, as your PALM. Picture gripping something in the PALM OF 
YOUR HAND, like the steering wheel of a car, to TAKE CHARGE OF it. 





AGaem naas 














| 1 PERCEIVE, sense; realize “ERTS UH<ts beconscious of, realize 0061 
2 WAKE UP ‘IEE a< sense of taste 0273 
3 COMMIT TO MEMORY HFS xsbH [vi]awake, wake up 
WD — «ABET sae [vt]awake, wake up 
; 0 BIZ(2zS) (ET) *(H4) ©9424 #l€2%3 committo memory, learn 
SECO) 








0325 | Like the six preceding kanji, 1 has “”, but here *” becomes *”, a combination we saw 

Fi 147| earlier at 4 0099. To remember ‘F's meanings WAKE UP, PERCEIVE, and COMMIT TO 

Ba MEMORY, see it as a picture of an eyelid, opening. »Y are the eyelashes and ~~ is the eyelid, 
a, opening wide for the eye to see (iL) things, be aware of them, learn them, etc. «= ‘EB 0322 





















AWAKE TO, comprehend ORT S w<ctS_ be ready for; be resigned; 


make up one’s mind 0325 
4#i8 res spiritual enlightenment; philosophy 
0158 


+ OY) se satori, spiritual awakening 
*k (4) 








Like #2, 1 refers to AWAKENING and can be read °&(2), While 2 0220 ego/t is used 
to refer to the speaking subject, 1#—adding | heart—turns our attention to the subject's 
consciousness, the seat of one’s AWAKENING and comprehension. 


OME Salk 4) pAUS (=rATS) be 
conscious of, feel 


Rly ALA. admiration 0056 
—_ —-| [Je xvamA same sentiment, sympathy 0182 
EL m»Aa< sense, sensation, feeling 0325 
Hi mA. the five senses 0007 





Imagine the SENSATION as a guided spear (22) rips its way past the mouth (1), down the 
throat and into the heart (-L)) (the image is grisly, but for that very reason hard to forget). See 
| $3 as a miniature representation of the spear, poised in its proper attacking position above 
the mouth (its position will matter when we learn 2% 1153), war 3% 1153, TR 1216 












‘ CENTER On 40359 center 0035 

— HHT 603%9¢ central exit. 0095, 0019 
UR R e3a3eA Chuo Line [central railway 

' — line in Tokyo] 0035, 0210 
3B4% 455 central Hokkaido 0158 





“0328 | This resembles 4 0035 in the way the piercing lines come right up through the CENTER. 
& 37 | Now notice in the next three entries that 2 loses its left border as the tsukuri of 3 and {R, 
but not of HR. This is easy enough to remember if you bear in mind that H has no rightward- 
pointing stroke competing for this space. 


hh 
4B) 5 














' "REFLECT TBS AMS oo ee ae g 
5 mountain is reflected on the surface of the lake 
wr? naOJECt 0259, 0037 S 
| Hill aww film, movie 0176 ~ 
xf 7 EUS S Cesaurss screen, show 0041 < 
52(B) FOCH) (RS) 4K(A) | PRMD AZV— AIRY aureagy—2103 
2F project a movie ona screen 0176 
2A MLA w5Ia evening/sunset glow 0265 











| 0329 | In a movie theater, the projector is placed in the center of the wall opposite the screen, so as 
A 72| to centerthe image. Let X here represent a projector piercing through the exact center of 


4. | a wall to PROJECT light (suggested by H) onto a screen. Also means REFLECT, which can be 
Hi. thought of as projecting an image back toward its source. 


0793 


DECIDE, resolve, settle ie-L> Gola determination, resolution, 
decision 


O¥LFE ou resolution, determination 0751 
RE Hoc decision, settlement, conclusion 
0045 


ay 
S (wb) -¥() 3(F4) AY ato undecided, to be determined 0271 


Orws ase decide, fix, settle 


Here the surface pierced by %& is that of water( ¥ ), Picture a lifeguard diving right into the 
center of the wafer with firm resolve and DECISIVENESS to rescue a drowning swimmer. The 
meaning is suggested more by the sharp piercing of the box shape in % than by the idea of 
center. 








PLEASANT, comfortable, quick ORE pur5< pleasure, enjoyment 0302 
BUB wuwyA agreeable sensation, comfort 
0327 





at AMR! sue unpleasant, disagreeable 0049 
ZoHE(W) NEFE mutes fastrunning, fast sailing . 0140 


OWES zac cheerfully, comfortably; gladly, 
willingly 








ing quick by associating quick, unobstructed motion with PLEASURE and comfort (see V4). 








’ "DISTINGUISHED |12EBA A avout intelligent, wise 0024 
a= 2 ENGLAND ?3€] xuc¢ England, Great Britain, the La 
‘ |@382% auc’ English 0222 
‘ x4 24 AGH aud English conversation 
0226, 0053 
2 FYE pas. Japanese-English [dictionary, 
MANSIAtION, CC.) ec de cca cove. tecceeart he: 0 








0332 | That grass (+4-}-covered isle at the center of the world (or at least its time zones): ENGLAND. 

wh 140| Because HE jg mostly used in reference to the English language, we base the mnemonic on 
ENGLAND, though this character's connection with ENGLAND is purely phonetic. Its original 
meaning is DISTINGUISHED. 


1925. 
‘4 8 115 











LINE UP, place in a row; average, WW Avo standing abreast 0067 


ordinary Oe fy Avvza parallel, going side by side; 
occurring together... 0055 


OM ao ordinary, average, mediocre 








t a . 
Ie () O(NB) (3D) as ax rowoftrees, roadside trees . 0028 
tet (UZ) WES 454 [vt] line up, place in order; 


enumerate 


0393 | All the strokes in 16 are LINED UP in parallel sets. The meaning extends to average and 
— |*| ordinary, from the idea of being in LINE with the standard. Now would be a good time to go 
TT. | back and look over fit 0200. 


wh 
1936 
#| 8 

























‘FLAT: impartial; plain OG GA AUS level road 0158 
?CALM 145% zou. impartiality, faimess 0089 

OMe EB weveura mere clerk 0914, 0917 
A4 ea _ TSMR Aco Ae normal [average| year 


TWD) 7G BS OD- ; 0117, 0333 
2S A Aub peace 0236 











0334 | Marbles can be used like a spirit level to make sure a surface is FLAT. See 1 as a bookshelf 
and *” as two marbles that will stop rolling (i.e., become CALM) once the shelf has been 

made completely FLAT. Because °F can also denote impartiality or faimess, we can also let 
the perfectly balanced shelves suggest the “scales of Justice,” #3 *F 0335 









OBSy AA half ooaa 


BUA AItA (= ALA) first half 0113 
(#2 atta second half 0114 


NY TMESF icpAlitaA twoanda hall yeas 


wAY AE) 003, 0117 


O FR-BIZ(2 oeemsic mid-month 0023 
= | oo | 
With ” coming from above the top of the bookshelf this time, it’s easier to see them as two 
karate chops meant to split the shelf in HALF. Compare with *F, in which there’s no space 
for karate-chopping. Train your eyes to recognize marble-balancing FLATNESS in the previous 
entry, and shelf-HALVING karate chops in this one. ex + 0334 











2 HORSE “RSE tie horse-drawn carriage, coach, wagon 
0125 
IEW) tx horsepower; energy, effort; cart, 

———EE ____ |} ~—s wagon 008 
Bs FR iUA horse's length 0060 

eng iy = = 
) Y \. pee ATA BX (tte) stilts 0243 
OR 3&2 stable 0034, 0252 





AHORSE with a long, flowing mane and galloping legs. 





2809 


at 

















“ SHAKU (303 centimeters}; measure —R vwobe< 1 shaku 0002 


, ORV Le<its end-blown bamboo flute (having 
a traditional standard length of 1.8 shaku) 
a bs 0010 


UXT REE Ue<e linear measure; standard ... 0280 














Inside other kanji we shall usually see /X as a digger resting his chin on the handle of his 
shovel ($4). The independent kanji (standing for the old unit of measure SHAKU, and by 

| extension measure in general) does not appear often, but when it does, we can picture the 
laborer measuring out a length of 30.3 cm between his feet and his shovel. 





EXHAUST, use up ORA vAuec efforts, assistance .. 0084 
ASR SGA. Yours sincerely 0049 

ORL F 3<¢-F use up, exhaust 
vy | BONS wuroes tell all, exhaust a subject 


2(CF) OF) -B(KL) 285) uOS 
2 (a) JAX 4 2% be exhausted; come to an end 








STATION OERHU® 2&0 infrontofthestation 0113 
245R &£5a% this station 0141 
ERE 2645 stationmaster 0091 
ERE J z&tuv station building 

4 AER =3<ax% Kobe Station 0316, 0248 





0339, Now the digger (JX) is standing behind a horse, waiting for his commuter coach to leave the 
F& 187| stagecoach STATION (SX now refers to train STATION). Note from the old form how JX is in 


exe fact shorthand for 3. 
» 








BIRD ORM 52541) birds, fowl 0310 

- ALB it<b25 swan 0076 
ORS Luic< chicken 0216 

Fay FE evs tori, Shinto shrine archway 0255 

yer BY) VEU pave migratory bird 0281 








0340 | Observe a BIRD with a feather (St) sticking up from its head (S3-5), and one wing extended 
& 196| backward (S6). It roosts over four hatchlings (S8-11), which point their beaks upward in hopes 
of nourishment, sa Ey 2281 











naon nein 





118 











| ISLAND Ok (tA£5 peninsula 0335 
fr: AF tbA£5 uninhabited island 0048, 0015 











OBB] vacic island nation 0075 
hey | & 7H 7&5 Cebulsland 
Le JES v4 U# Hiroshima(city and prefecture) 
0238 








ORE »<e angle, angular measure, degree 
0280 





14h xAm< triangle 
1fHlctS w<tc#s cut into squares 0086 
OM>fy sone street corner, intersection 0006 
2A9YAOFY AZYAO>M horns of amoose 
felki 
See $3-7 as the head of an animal, and $1-2 as its HORN. ANGLE, corner, edge, antenna, etc. 

are associated meanings, any of which may apply when we come across fj as a grapheme 
inside other kanji. Do not confuse $3-7 in this character with JH 0047, «= @ 0528 


















INSECT, worm ARR +4u.4—0> imago 0070 


OBfcR (z5605 insect proof, insect repelling 
O74 


Edt &<eL_ poisonous insect 0133 
OMY eLeH bug catching 0059 
7K ase athlete’s foot 0027 


$29 
CL 





the bottom, two bulging eyeballs in the middle, and an antenna at the top. As a grapheme in 
other characters, 42 will mean either insect or worm. 


TOUCH; come in contact with Ofth 4 Lzoi< sense of touch 0325 
ftkf] ULsoa< feeler, antenna 0342 
ARAL mAL&< (sense of) touch, feeling .. 0327 
ya7 «| Offi ssn touch, feel; come into contact with 
wGLS) XbA) Offtt sb touch, feel 








Etch fitt’s meaning in your memory by imagining what it would feel like to TOUCH this 
insect (42)'s antenna (#4) with the tip of your finger. TOUCH the tip of your pencil with your 
fingertip as you observe this insect’s antenna. «© ft 2294 




















| TAKE APART j FREAK purtcur dismantling: dissolution; 


dissection 0062 
2 DISSOLVE 
OST S sAmuss take apart; analyze, 


‘ 3 CLARIFY, solve decompose 00g 
“ at x | fREE ues removal ofaban 0312 





k(<) EC) £194) HAT ZS mursdedS explain, elucidate 0024 


Of@1t% etre [vi] come loose, come undone; 
be solved 


0345) Horn (ff) + cut(JJ) + cattle (44). Our job is to TAKE APART the cattle, and the first step is to 
4% 140| cut off their horn. With this image of dissecting we can associate DISSOLVING, as in liquefying 
a solid, or disbanding a rock group. From there it is not far to the additional meanings solve 
(a problem) and CLARIFY (that which is difficult to understand). 






























Oph yw. ¥ciy-> independence, self-reliance 0067 
THEY &<LA single life; celibacy 0060 
‘HAE e<ate self-study, selfteaching 0099 
VALY(F2bEO wEetFobo solitary 


OAM icbe< Japan and Germany, Japanese- 
German 60001 


ALONE, by oneself 





0346)| Picture an insect (#})-infested dog(3) left all ALONE. As a remnant of its use in the obsolete 
x 94 | kanji transliteration for Germany (Ah, HV»), HB is used today in advertising, newspa- 
IE per headlines, etc,, as a space-saving sign for Deutschland. A selected list of kanji abbrevia- 






tions for countries and regions appears in Appendix 5. 


0354 | 





WE CABe9 shop manager 0091 
OB TAUA clerk 0317 
BR Leta bookstore 0079 
AE ATA main store, head office 0031 
Os; sat shop, yourshop 















0347 See a SHOP clerk ($4) standing behind a counter (S6-8), with one arm outstretched (S5) to 
r- 53 | display an item of merchandise. A slanting roof (J) covers the SHOP. 


‘OCCUPY, hold Oph ees exclusive possession, monopoly 
2 DIVINE os 


"TERIA come<HA state monopol 
O075, 0219, 0346 





ty ®ilixS Les occupy, hold 
L(w®4S) 54% (5) Hh) HD weiLs monopoly, exclusive 
POSS OSS «acs wg erederautcehevereepyencetes 03 


ee 36% divine, tell (someone's) fortune 








= This open-air shop is perfect for a Japanese fortune- teller, who plies his trade over a small 

"i table on the sidewalk. See him reach out not to show you merchandise, but to take your 
hand, in which he'll DIVINE your future. Visualize M1 OCCUPY by picturing the diviner holding 
| down a particularly coveted piece of sidewalk along a busy avenue, © (4 0254 


1729 | 
| 5 








nora Aero 











| POINT, dot OSE Lbolf2TA. starting point ..0038, 0148 





FLSF TAL Braille 0098 
a lel ei YS TA tie, draw; tie score 0182 
FY 7 FLL TALHA points and lines 0210 
ZO AILOWT BOTA OUT onthat 
4 \ ‘\ \ point, in that respect 






0349 ~ Now ignore “fortune-teller” and see the four lines of »» all converging toward a single imagi- 
XK 86") ary POINT at the center of 1. 


ri 


1793 
819 
1 MILITARY MAN ®-+ KL samurai, warrior 0111 


? MAN OF LEARNING, professional suffix) ' #1238 siLe5 the way of the warrior 
0111, 0158 


— 24+ sL manof distinction 0269 
2 f-- <<u distinguished citizen 0075 
| 29- Wa sumo wrestler 0084 
Ee. oe 
0350 | Compare with + 0030 SOIL. In the greater length of the crossing stroke here, see a long 
-}- 93 | spear held in the hands of a MILITARY MAN, standing on the horizon. Remember: the upper 
stroke is longer in MILITARY MAN (emphasizing the spear), the lower stroke longer in SOIL 
(emphasizing the soil), 1: may also mean MAN OF LEARNING. #3 I. 0030 


TRADE, commerce RH Ls£5z5 commerce andindustry ..0108 
Off LaduA goods, products, commodities 
03 


= : RANG Usd TA shop, store 
ae ORG sae sell, trade i 
2% (9) ) &s&*%E9 Sell, (rade in 
RAVE sxe40-503 Open store sign}... .0095 


in which he displays his merchandise (to remember how to write Hf, it helps to think of 
his having four [4G] little boxes [1] of merchandise). Associate this image with the idea of 
conducting TRADE. 


0351 : Here we observe standing man (32) holding out FJ, which you vou can visualize as a wide basket 
11 30 





is BUY OFF » buy 
wo pure buyer, customer 0046 
OF. abo shopping: purchases ...0172 
2A Bue An moun purchase, buying 0039 
a{4) Bw kid muses buy, buy up; Bl 











"WIGD) = Jooks like H 0021 laid on its side, but when it appears sideways, it usually means not eye 
Hi 154| but net. Here the net represents a shopping bag. AL in turn represents shopping money, so 
eget! they easily suggest BUY. A sample on-yomi compound appears in the next entry. 
0317 


2252 
6/12] 




















} SELL 





oy’ 24 : 
J 3(4) 30RS) 











OWETE Lastder trade, business, commerce 0351 
72 tutu. buyingand selling, trade 0352 










Sthi tzevtA booth, stand; store 0347 
‘96% 5% sell 
FEV 3% sellout; sold out 0086 





| 








CONTINUE 





ian _ 
DIS) DTttA) 





In the old form ¥¥, we can see a man of learning | 
implied in E€ BUY, thus indicating SELL (a typical cé 
less intuitive and thus harder for us to learn). Overcome this by seeing -: hold out merchan- 
dise in “~ (recalling RS] 0351), which then spreads widely (JL) among the public. 


ase Of “simplification” rendering a kanji 





[:) at the opposite end of the transaction 








Off? %525 continuation 0055 
REFS #<LeoFS appear in succession 
0034 






ji < -2-3¢ [vi] continue, follow, ensue 
Fi& T2234 procedure, formalities 9046 
LABS S iselLo34S keep talking 0053 


























READ 





In the same sense that thread (3) suggests LINE in #4 0210, it can also lend connotations 
of continuity, as it does here. Adding it to the previous entry, we picture a merchant sel/- 
ing thread that CONTINUES to reel off the spool interminably. Paint an exaggerated mental 


picture of the threadmonger whose thread just goes on without end, «a AK 0848 





\ eee" 
—Ty* bbe by 
WU E(B) -k(A) 











mt &<Le reader, subscriber 0107 

mS £12 reader, reading book 0031 

“aRHE &<Ls readingabook, reading 0079 

WEE kts read 

mia IF Akéstvts way of reading: reading (of a 
Chinese character) ooo. 0173 








{ 
















= 149| materials for us to READ. 


JOINT, together 





0355. Picture a seller (38) of words {% }—your local newsstand clerk or used book seller—purveying 








Fay 
eh LBC) -& 











BIO 25445 public, common 0089 
OFEHHM 435230 common, mutual 0159 
FLAIR] 4452¢ republic 0236, 0075 








OREF-FEIS Less bath mother and child 
0104, 0094 
ASE pr<ves [humble] we sega) 











as two people competing ina three-legged 
s shoulders for balance (51), and they are tied 
egs are visible. When 3£ appears as a graph- 


For a good image of a JOINT effort, picture #£ 
race: their arms are stretched over each other’ 
together at the waist ($4). Only the outer two | 
eme, we shall often use its secondary meaning together. 

























OFFER, submit Oft-+4 *25¢% offer, submit; supply 


EK 45%» rice delivered to the government 

' 0234 
iz =—_— =— <x rice offered to a god 

ion * Bowed OMEZ A Ze2xB offer(toa an make an offerin 

En(RS) be -EL ee - padh 8 

OF Ht ze child, kid; son, daughter 0094 











0357 | This time, see the two bound-up people (3&) OFFERED as slaves to a man ( ). Imagine the 
‘9 | people being pushed in from right to left, given as an offering to the man. 


JO¥EA 23-40 flood, inundation 




















HE +eena. antiquity, formeryears 0117 
Of 


HF zAve< pastand present, yesterday and 
today 0228 


Hi beige legend, oldtale 0053 
OXF seure longago 0093 
HA... opvoere,,. Onceuponatime... 











Think of a dear companion from FORMER TIMES, peinions your best friend from childhood. In 


i see a picture of the (wo of you standing together (I) arm-in-arm, one day (9) long ago. 
~~) The most precise keyword for +7 is “FORMER TIMES,” but we'll also give it the simpler tag ofd 
when it appears inside other characters. 








ifm; WINTER &F £5 winter solstice 0250 

WA ok4 first day of winter 0067 

ORKA jheta wintervacation 0061 

~ be | AB B)% svpoe forwinter 0183 
sop Zt 3sub40 winter clothing, winter goods 


™ spe a aaa dh Sdn el sme cas NG an ewailes 0172 














0360 | Under the gable of an angled rooftop (4, introduced at 4 0119) we draw two hanging 
» 15 | icicles to mean WINTER. The easiest way to remember the on-yomi for this and the other 
F season kanji is to learn the four-season compound 4% #2 AKA listed at EX 0364, Also, see 
the note at & 1238, es HE 0361, 18 1676, J 0338 


1851 
#5 












COLD $82 A605 midwinter 0035 
MART S w3HATS protectfromcold _ 0174 

OSES »A* cold, cold weather 0126 

AY *G0 chill 

SOW) "HES aber cold, chilly 

























0361 | Icicles in the gable may indicate winter, but icicles inside the house signify true COLD. Under 
“> AQ | ““* roofwe see two people bundled together (£), with an extra stroke binding their bodies 

a together for extra warmth, And still two icicles hang between their legs, See note at Z 1238. 

me & 0360, ZZ 2232 












SPRING KB SULA, next spring 0274 
BET} LAA vernal equinox 0088 
’ BR tuLer bloom of youth 0130 
JEFF (£\\LwA. prostitution 0359 


YHKA teeta spring vacation 0061 















ay 
ie) 




























0362 | Picture the two diagonal strokes as two hands playing the strings of a koto, out in the sunshine 
H 72 | (G) of SPRING after a jong winter of practicing indoors. Remember that this koto (7%) has 
_ | three strings, as in = 5 (XA. 2*2, March), SPRING’s first month. 










SUMMER URL Wom first day of summer, 0067 
2B WL summersolstice 0250 
OBA setae summervacation 0061 

Bi} #2e% forsummer 0183 


EL &2x7 everlasting summer 0321 





















ne) 











This entry looks like Fi 0156 (grapheme meaning: head), only with crossed legs (4). Let this 
version's more relaxed position remind you of SUMMER, the season for rest. Now a reminder 
about 4: while at the bottom of a kanji it means crossed legs, at the top of a kanji it means 
angled rooftop, as in & above. «= 4 0779, 5 0156 











AUTUMN AKG Lw3giA autumnal equinox Dose 
4 PK ZAtw this [next] autumn 0228 
O2M#K zomHex this{next] autumn 

yay 47K LeAtws spring and autumn; years, age, 


Hs 














“4REIKA Loam Lose5 four seasons, all year 
POUNd oe. 0362, 0363, 0340 


0364) At the left, we see a bundled rice sheaf, suggesting the completion of the harvest. At the 
A 115] right, a fire burns the grain stubble to clear the land for next year’s planting. The season is 


ff AUTUMN. 


1054 




























an 
‘ee ‘MAIN 1 5% Lec’ [grammarl subject 0222 





, 2 LORD, master “oe CS gic mainly, chiefly; mostly 
D |=E A Usb master, proprietor; husband. 0015 
‘ = ~~) yl landlord, landlady 0219 
wal Bb HOU* 22 vce sul buyer, purchaser 0352 














— —— 5 | — 
0365 | This kanji derives from a drawing of an oil lamp or vigil light burned in reverence to a god (SI 
\ 3 | isthe flame). To remember its modern meaning, simply replace “god” with LORD. MAIN is an 
| associated meaning, as in “the MAIN man." 










LIVE, inhabit OfF BT Lede one’s dwelling, address 0249 
4¢F% wedee house, dwelling, address 0255 
FRIES S x2Uw5F2 live, dwell, reside. 0255 


OR SIERRA TUET MD LUCTATORTD 
Where do you live? 


(Eu. Fev» living: dwelling, house 





Yau 


\o(o) (84) 




















-$ (Eu) 














In the next few characters, see = not as “lord” but as the vigil light itself. Here we observe a 
man who has returned to where the vigil light burns for him: the place where he LIVES. Note 
carefully the differences between this kanji and the smaif bird grapheme ({82). ex FE 0866, 
{f; 0372 












STATIONED EH #@3tc6 stationed in Japan 0001 
KES +520) stationed in England 0332 
ORFS bed5Let parkacar 0125 








EERE S¢ i SeS5Le%AL No Parking [sign] 


Lay 
aa 0125, 0312, 0042 











Here we see a horse (f&) tied out in front next to the vigil light (=), indicating that someone 
will be staying for the night. This character refers to the STATIONING of troops or officials. It 
also refers to the act of parking a car or bicycle, analogous to tying up one’s horse. 


‘ ‘‘. 'POUR VENTS be3tcw3FS pourinto, inject 0039 
~~. 2 CONCENTRATE, pay attention to OEIC +4826 pourinto, instill 0192 
'™ 6 @£X se5ur attention, care, advice 0154 
J ‘ F249 - 23£H 4034< attention, notice 0021 

’ tE(<) EMTS 6056474 order, place an order; 
request 0104 








0368 | Here water(¥) is POURED on the flame of the vigil light (4). This character also means 
3K 85 | CONCENTRATE, in the sense of POURING all one’s attention into (something). 














2 AMBITION, aim OG uc will, volition 0151 
’ A&/4] UxS intention, aim; orientation 0193 
; lJ &5c like-minded person, comrade . 0182 


“5 y ‘ y Omg d 2x4 aim, have an ambition for 
| SESS (HF) GEas | ARE ITS CLSXLELTS set one’s mind on 
(SOMME) 0. <2se0vs4 jaye ceees ao vsces 0067 


0369 | What is AMBITION, other than one’s heart (>), one’s spirit, aiming upward at something? 
‘> 61) In a we have a vivid picture of this very thing, though to take advantage of it we'll have to 
~~ | ignore the semantic value of -f: this time, and see it asa pointer (or “aimer”). Note that the 

grapheme -[ usually appears at the top, - at the bottom or left. 










































1881 | 
| 7 
aI LabA page ofa magazine 
— a ET Lest inamagazine 0041 
‘eg i) ae 24-AG4-IJL 
ie ow = = — Newswee 
; XN ‘Y “ Eli& {col diary 0001 
7 Whid 4. topography, geographical 
7 te) ee ce  01a7 
0370 | this character suggests putting down one’s aims (3) in words (ji), that is, documenting 
3 149 | them. It now mostly refers to periodical documents such as MAGAZINES. 1a ai 0427 











"SERVE ‘Et Léa. entering the government service 
2D0 0290 


Pt 2S ozs see (under) 














oS — ——|®#-# ure work, employment, business. 0080 
2 ah 
Lan(2B) {E77 Lat: way, method, means 0173 








*4£2F Ut doer; protagonist in a Noh drama 
0046 











| 
0377 | see the ordinary man (4 ) at the left SERVING the man of learning (12) at the right. Its primary 
XA.9 | on-yomibeing 2”, E was chosen to stand in for the -£ 4 base of the verb 4% (DO) in kanji 
compounds such as those in V3-5 (in V3, for example, “ 44ft becomes {:44), We may thus 
think of the ordinary man DOING something for the man of learning. wx {1 0372 












; ‘OFFICE, duty FE #7 (AsbLY appointment, nomination _ 0232 

: 7 ENTRUST, leave (up) to ‘ECE Lica person in charge, head, chief 0365 

"HEE =5IcA successor, replacement. 0114 

1 =y - JERS anus leave (up) to, entrust with; leave 
, EM (2S) dh (4) alo 





EEO (AU optional, voluntary; arbitrary 
0751 





0372 | =f: resembles +. king but ranks lower: courtier. Picture him as a man of learning (-) 
XK wearing a special headdress ($3 here) to mark his courtly status. This entry shows a man (4 ) 
| courtier, to whom the king ENTRUSTS certain duties/OFFICES. Compare with the role of the 


woman courtier (see #€- 1845), war {E 0366, t£ 0371 
0038 


ia 


























BRANCH OF IH Uta branch [office/storel 0347 


2 SUPPORT, prop up 21H Lue expenditure, disbursement. 0038 
3BE OBSTRUCTED 2H ETS URMTS arrange, prepare... 0280 
s ~\®¥2% x42 support, prop up 

¥3(24) OA (KD) (9) 3 22% be blocked, be obstructed 














0373 | Start with M1 and M2. These meanings can best be captured by seeing a hand propping up (ie, 
& 65 | SUPPORTING) a BRANCH (see S1-2, which resemble the plant in 4G minus the leaf and roots, as a 
~~] small branch). The key is to see the action of supporting or propping up. Also, because % lends 
the idea of skill to a couple of more complex kanji in which it appears, this image of a hand 
—_ holding up a branch should also suggest the idea of skillful manipulation, Note that ¥ actually 
1717 | refers to branches of stores, hanks, etc.; for those of trees we must use 4% 0965. To perceive M3 BE 
| 4 | OBSTRUCTED, picture the hand choking the branch, OBSTRUCTING its escape. «= 2 0595, 1% 0965 


COUNTER, against, anti- 











ORFTS wsAlsoFS repulse, repel; oppose 
Ss ah DSRS ppt the Paihia craters corn mac ta cee genni 0148 


KH tsalcs anti-Japanese 0001 
KL S ttAFS oppose; act contrary to 
OR *%& [vilbend, warp, lean backward 
MS 254 [vt] bend (backward), warp 
















Aw hy FY 
4(B) (69) 





" Imagine putting your hand (3) against this cliff(J) and pushing with all your might. No 
matter how hard you push, the cliff COUNTERS your force. As a grapheme inside other char- 
acters, 2 may also mean oppose, opposite, or against. KE 0595, 2Z 0399 


4 
a) 
J 
IVY 
sa 


Denotes a place where the earth (1:) opposes (52) our forward motion: a SLOPE. A sample 
on-yomi compound appears at 4 1054, 










iH xmab incline, sloping road 0158 

O LU @tzuxe uphill, upward slope ....0041 

PUBL <r downhill, downward slope 
0040 














SLOPE OXPR waste Osaka (city and prefecture)... 0033 





a 
, ‘ ABRHF sexes Osaka prefecture 0033, 0247 
OBR itALA Osaka and Kobe 0316 
NY IRA idA%us Osaka University 0033 
aA 


This time our forward motion is opposed (KZ) by hills (%). This character also means SLOPE, 
but is used today only in the place name ACP (5 45 X20), or as an abbreviation for it. 











0249 
| 7 


















# 162| back. 





COOKED RICE 
2 MEAL 





ANY 
OL 








AT BATA {high-class} Chinese restaurant: 





OZ cita. boiled rice; meal 

7 HAA dxMDL (-HAILA) breakfast 0145 

? AHH 512A (=tb5a5L) evening meal, supper 
0265 








hotel (in China} .... ..... aes: seed 9M 
7 FAI bLE<S eat/devourameal 0288 











RETURN, send back 





NY 





0378 | Suggests conveying ( 





‘MISCELLANEOUS 
? MIXED 


MACHT) -DAaCH) MAD) -P2(B) 


0377, The construction “food-against” can easily bring to mind COOKED RICE if we think of rice as 
ft 184| a kind of foil or contrast to the other parts of a meal, giving occasional retief to the palate 
Ac! from the spicier flavors. Also, we often physically place other foods against rice in order to 
EY eat them together. Rice being the staple food, & can also mean MEAL. 





















WE AAKA repayment 






iff “AALA reply, answer 0063 
OW AAU reply, answer gogo 






OS HAF return, send back 
¥R4 #2 be restored to, return 








my something in the opposite (BZ) direction, i.e., RETURNING/sending — 








wy Sy 


















eG “ol magazine, journal 0370 
"HEAR 25% miscellaneous trees 0028 
HEIL Xo%26 mixed residential quarter 






0255, 0187 
7 HET X44 noise; interference, static 9150 
Mit Xo% coarse, rough, crude 
















fe 172 





DISORDERED, excessive 





Sy 
AM (NS) APE CH) 


[0379)| Picture a MISCELLANEOUS MIX of nine (JL) small birds (HE) in a tree Ck), 





L 









OLS arena be disordered, be confused; be 
chaotic 


mLHE SAX disorder, confusion 0379 
ALA 54.43 abuse, misuse, misappropriation 
0047 








“REL tt4SA. rebellion, revolt 0374 
BLZt SAX indiscriminate reading 0355 




















0380 | Recall sharp hook (LL) from #L 0313. To remember the meaning DISORDERED, picture a 
& 5 | rebeltious person whose tongue (7) is pierced with a sharp hook. In compounds where it 
means excessive, GL is interchangeable with 32 2030, «= 12 2030 













| 
| 
‘ 














; [rae OF OPAC FAA immediately before 0113 


; 2 SUN (3.03 cm) T-Sh 20k alittle bit 0002 
2 Wota Tsun 
3 —_— ———_—_ 
Y ay Mi tAtzS measurements, size; plan... 0139 
fey wWaTA full [actual] size 0208 





0381 | At ft 0064 we learned to see J as a man reaching out his arm (S1), carrying a small object 
($3). Here our focus is on the small object, for + by itself means “A BIT OF” (or, when giving 
a precise measure, SUN [3.03 cm]). When we find sf inside other characters, we'll generally 

| focus in one way or another on the outstretched arm. 


BUDDHIST TEMPLE a =v oldtemple 0254 


)4>4F <<.AU state-established provincial 
temple 0075, 0088 


| RAF Ldseuw Todaiji{temple] . 0032, 0033 
ch “$57 #S (Buddhist) temple 
| Lis 75 mountain temple 0037 
0382 | See +f as a man carrying a small offering to a certain precinct of and (+). It must be the 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE. 


Vii ES eSvic simultaneously, at the same 
time 0182 
— IF usu foratime, temporarily; once; one 
0 


o'clock 0002 
WEES (=b'E%) time, while, moment 
E{R wzeur age, era, period; antiquity 0071 
Si FAL amoment,a minute 0381 
It is said that in ancient China, TIME was kept by sundials located within the precincts of 
temples. Here then, picture the sun (A) showing the TIME by shining on a temple (=F). 


110 


2 5 HOLD, have, keep OFF 4 hold, have; keep, maintain 
; FRET A Lats have about one; possess 
0249 
, z ¥ ; OF4#4 4 Lv+sS support, maintain, back up 
’ ; 0373 
v B(2) -b(5) &(C) Stib #pts wealthy person 0029 





deb 45 feeling, sensation, mood 0126 











0384 F returns us to the image of the man carrying his offering, HOLDING it in his hands. As 
any temple (3#) might exhort us, let us not go to the temple empty-handed, we must have 
something with us. 














| SPECIAL WFD OD keno special, particular; extra- 
ordinary 0090 


HPTEMD ECT specific, particular, 0045 


— APSE &<Lw9 special edition, feature (article) 
hz 0373 


BF &<e<e peculiar, unique 0346 
*FI2 <I particularly, especially 


0385 | for a memorable image of a truly SPECIAL situation, picture a cow (4) walking into the 
4 93 














temple (=#) and joining in the worship service. 








WAIT (for), treat fie ALM waiting for orders 
FO £5 wail 


(FS fbx S ssaes wail, meet by 
—— — — = appointment 



























ee -$(%) (2% eShH0L> waitingroom _.0227,0253 
fF LASS# waiting fora traffic light 
, wa 
0386 | Go (7) to the temple (3) and WAIT for the worship service to begin, «a ft 0387, HE 0870 


44 















‘ACQUIRE 
? GAIN, benefit 






“WEF S Lwe<ts acquire, gain: purchase 
- 0059 


743 ER &<u. one’s forte; pride; customer ...0151 


2444S &<icAes bring profit, do (someone) 
£O0C 


Of 23 52) acquire, gain; can, be able to 
LOEW VoeAe unavoidable _ 0042 
H, 1392 shows the sun coming up over the horizon and means DAWN. We can thus take the 
present entry as a kanji version of the expression “the early bird catches the worm": one pels 
up at dawn (4), goes out (7), reaches out with one’s arm (s}°), and ACQUIRES something 
(fF). In short, “the dawn goer reaches out and ACQUIRES” «a 72 0386, 4 1659 












b 
A(4) 3(4) 



























\ ‘ATTEND UPON Put 2AL attendant 0194 

? SAMURAI "fee vex ladyattendant 0093 

7 KE wie Ga0y shameless/depraved samurai 

, = ; 0293 
Sob 








See a man(1) serving in ATTENDANCE at a temple (*<#). This image of a man serving is one 
we can easily associate with the second meaning, SAMURAI. 









J 
| 
| 
| 




















: POETRY Jose A UGA poet. 0015 
—' ee LLe anthology of poems 0190 
es : ath LT&e poetic 0169 
= 7 a | RRE(ES Leo<S composeapoem 0182 
yp B 


0389 | The beauty and expression of religious sentiment found in scripture surely earn ita place in 
= 149| the most sublime literary genre: words (ji) of the temple (=) are POETRY. «3 wk 1693 























‘IMMEDIATE ‘HIS #<ixv» spotsale 0359 


! 
1 ¥ ? NAMELY, that is ‘BIE 4<u immediately, promptly 0383 
‘Bl4 2524 immediate cash ; 0029 
. OF OBR <4 impromptu; instant 0279 
tte (H)* 7(A), BIS (B) (x-), tebsie—-) A, namely that 
| 









is], B 










Recall |! seal/stamp, introduced back at f:|) 0231. At the left we find the five-stroke fen form 
of f¢, which here reverts to its visual meaning of litle boy (see Pt 0282), Picture a fittle boy 
who likes to stamp things the very instant they are placed before him. As you look at the 
character, imagine placing a piece of paper before the boy and his IMMEDIATELY (1!) stamp- 
ing it, Learn the second meaning NAMELY by extension from IMMEDIATELY: to say "NAMELY" 
is 10 say “I will now IMMEDIATELY tell you the specific thing | refer to.” ew 1 1820, £1 0733 














‘JOINT, node 

2 SECTION, space; space out, economize 
4 SEASON, time 
Ey te 
dl astl 


OOH Atos nodeljoint] ofabamboo 0243 
OMB woven saving electricity 0155 


2B OAC £iMvOT inthe formersection 
[stanza] 1 


OF fifi Ue season, times; occasion 0383 


35) teoBiA. eve of the beginning of spring, 
ChOSBOMPMNG I coe ks 0038 






























From bamboo (47) and immediately (BIJ) we obtain the idea of two SECTIONS of a bamboo 
shoot that are immediately next to each other. The Chinese in fact made this character to 
refer to the JOINTS between bamboo sections, as well as to the SECTIONS themselves. Being 
a good representation of evenly spaced SECTIONS, this came also to signify space out or 
economize, as well as SEASON. But it still refers to JOINTS or nodes, such as the knuckles on 
the fingers that are holding this book, which resemble SECTIONS of bamboo. © if 0392 

















OMA SAtc< muscle, sinews 0216 
1,45 ULAXA myocardium, heart muscle 0056 
244% “et spinal column 0124 


@5i +a reason, thread (of an argument), 
coherence; systematic method 015 


245% % tees plot(ofa story), outline; plan 
| prom peensisencnimineseenere ts esi ae DOT 
This kanji suggests something tough and fibrous like bamboo (4*) that gives flesh (5) its 
strength (JJ): in short, MUSCLE or sinew. With the image of MUSCLE’s fibrous tissue we can 
associate the more general idea of THREADLIKE STRUCTURE, such as coherent logic or plot 
(see V4-5}, c= Efi 0391 


1 MUSCLE: sinew 
2THREADLIKE STRUCTURE, thread 










FY 
vU 








































"EQUAL; “and the like,” “ete.” OBE Yy5K5 equality, impartiality 0334 
2CLASS, grade EL vy wets equal, alike 
"RE phe we, us 0221 
hey 7 (| BULeI TE Bases 7KE dishes, 
DE(LUY) Bt tee MASSES, C1 cecec eee O97 
®—3F uio&5 first class; first place 0002 

















0393 | imagine a set of bamboo(**) tablets inside a temple (=), on which is recorded the CLASS/ 
yy 118| grade of each of the monks in training there. One CLASS/grade consists of all the monks 
| who are presently at the same level, in other words, who are of EQUAL rank, To interpret 
properly, associate EQUAL with the idea of “same grade.” 














EQUAL, even, uniform B)—m@ #At.2% uniform, equal, even 0002 












SEO *XALSO equal, uniform 0393 
JET XAL homogeneity 0318 
ey ee — YORE AA. symmetry 0308 
O=F-9 aueA average, mean; equilibrium, 
| DANES osonade steer cov tyeteatsentaceommenes 0334 
— —— | 











0394 | This is the only character used in Japanese containing this pair of strokes (S6-7) beneath 7J, 
+ 32 | Let them suggest a rather crooked equals sign (=), since 4) means EQUAL. The two horizon- 
tal strokes in 1: reinforce the equals sign. 3 also encourages us to visualize a plot of land 

being leveled out, that is, made “EQUAL,” even, uniform. 















SEASON OFBHfi x40 season 
2 »% summer, summer season 0363 
PO: Le the fourseasons 0006 
hi 3% rainy season N54 
258% % season word (in haiku) 0222 













0395 | A is one way to represent rice, Here visualize a baby (1°) rice plant maturing into a fully 
F- 39 | grown one (Ax) in SEASON. In copying this character, notice how the two graphemes adjust 
~ | to fit around/inside each other. Do not confuse with the name-use kanji 3= PLUM, a com- 
mon Chinese and Korean surname. 











COMMIT 





C8 RS wader committee, commission 
..- 0317, 0226 

REBAR xsHA Amv publicsate 
commission .........0...... 0089, 0096, 0317, 6226 


‘ 4 / | WBA vssicauwader standing 
Wri (ad) COMMUNE oe. 0321, 0372, 0317, 0226 
BALFS wicatS entrust, delegate, commit 0372 
#RS KS entrustto 














































1 HOLE, cave JOR A toa&aba cave dweller, caveman 
; 0255, 0015 


= ORF YOR #9>-Os% buttonhole 


bY RF we conger eel 0094 
ry ia 
arty 


0397. Visualize a man walking in the pitch-blackness of a cave or other HOLE, holding out his arms | 
+ 116| lest he bump into something. ea 2 0398, 7s 0008 











SKY OZ se¥65 blue sky 0130 
7 AIR @2e 4 <5% air, atmosphere 0126 


3EMPTY Oat EIS vveees cleararoom 
oy — 0068, 0252 


Zi d(2) d(%) BIS) OO 326=F wet karate; empty hand 0046 
oA(LI)* F<)" 3227R <5Le (empty car) for hire 0125 





0398 | Review _L 0108 and 7 0397. In 22, we see a worker walking vertiginously along an exposed 
| beam, 100 stories up. He holds his arms out to keep his balance, for all around him is noth- 
ing but EMPTY AIR/SKY. Note that no other kanji in this book has the on-yomi 7 "7. 
we 7 0397 


FRIEND CRA Sua friend 

MLK LAWS close friend 

ARF 525 friendship, amity 
“|ORS css friend {cf 3 1475] 
AW AVES e-mail friend 





999!) si-2 (7) and 53-4 (XZ) both depict hands (see © 0058 and Afi 0204). AC thus joins 
M 29 | together two hands in FRIENDSHIP. «= a 0374 





2 HAVE; exist, there is Of; fi 22 wave famous; notorious... 0269 
3 ABE H5< poisonous 0133 
OAH 52 existence, presence; yes orno . 0048 
lan OAS HS be, exist; have; take place 
db (4) AIFS HRS (—H54) possible, likely 0387 








0400 A hand (1), holding a piece of meat (A): hard to beat as an image for the abstract idea 
AM HAVE. Also means to exist. 


2576 
fai 




















LEFT | 297 ats5 leftside 0173 


FLW 44 leftside 0195 
AJA veVSL leftleg 0044 
| 4p | ZF vee lefthand 0046 
OF CEP veut lowerlett 0040 




















O40} The kanji for LEFT (AZ) and RIGHT (43) both start with the grapheme for hand (7). For LEFT, 
L 48 | the most direct solution is to discern a stylized uppercase “L” in the shape at the bottom. 










AFT 3125 rightside 0173 
Aid 5a. tightside 0195 
(CFE 2165 rightand left 04m 












y Ly | AMAR axtysurin fromrighttolett; 
AX SPeOPHY. noe cece: 0401 
Of; a#¥3a upper right 0041 




















Right-handers should have no trouble associating the hand (7) that brings food to the 

mouth (14) with their RIGHT hand, Those who eat with their left hand can think of the many 
cultures in which eating with the RIGHT hand is the rule. At this point in the course, | recom- 
mend you study Appendix 4. e& 4 0403 











OFF 5% gem, jewel 0074 
Bt A (WR) ota soap 


AX votaicess kill two birds with one 


—— — stone 0002, 0003, 0340 
te Vr7 17 
Ov)45 uu pebble, stone 0034 


| AG Useuuk Shiraishi Island. 0076, 0341 


Easily confused with the previous entry. The difference is in the diagonal stroke, which here 
does nol protrude upward, Focus visually on that difference, which separates a drawing of 
| @ hand from one of a cliff(a variation on |”). In 44, the undivided horizontal line indicates 
the top of the cliff, the diagonal tine its slope. See $3-5 not as a mouth but as a STONE rolling 
clown the cliff, Now go back to the previous entry, train your eyes on the protruding point at 
the ba and fix in your memory that without this projection, this is not a hand but a cliff 

war 4 0402 


2 3 YOUNG OF4E ve<ta youth, young age 0117 
—+}- OF5\. spur young, junior 
0107 




























s 44 bhSM young person, youth 
4 lee xyz | SEL &v if, supposing 
bar(w) ba- E(L<Is) B(L)* ALIS |Lcie or, either... or 








‘0404 | Odd jobs like pulling weeds and grass usually fall to the YOUNG. Visualize a YOUNG person 
yt 140| reaching down with his right (44) hand and pulling up some grass (t+), ex 2 0405 


1928 
£18 


ri 

















’ ’ _' SUFFERING, hardship 18-0) <LA_ pains, efforts, hard work 0056 
oh} ? BITTER “AFL <3uer hard, painful; straitened 
: ‘WEBLO SD BPe<SLHs cause one’s 
parents distress 0276 


7. (3-43 

t Deeps e ‘ af 

‘ 2a(Luy) -CB(LW) ¢a(Lb) bias (cata (=< a) bilter taste 0273 
CB(LS) leat(v») (cAt(S) 278=F tc#-c weak point, dislike of 0046 











0405 | Enlist your taste buds to create a vivid sens impression from this character: imagine 

ink 140| stuffing your mouth with a fistful of old (47), moldy grass (++), and the tongue-shrinkingly 
BITTER taste it would produce. M1 SUFFERING/hardship is an intuitive extension from BIT- 
TER. 03 47 0404 


1932 
fB| 8 | 












| ARREAE <uszaeee (currently) enrolled student 
0103, 0036 


CASE xu» absence 0049 
—— — FEA <uuce (resident) in Japan 0001 
(B) EEE twaxu» residence, stay 0367 
—TVOEICRAES F-TUOZAIEA 
| | he There is a book on the table 0041, D031 
0406 | Nowto 7 hand we add an extra enclosing stroke ($3) to mean hold close, £ shows the 

idea of one’s holding close to a specific piece of fand (<1), to imply BEING or residing in a 
particular place. ex ¢7- 0407 





BE, reside 





















believe O¢F-(E tAxXv existence, being 0406 


EXIST; be aware of, 
AFETA eu¥ATS exist, live, survive , 0036 
JEFF 434A coexistence 0356 
7+ OFF B(=FF 5) ALS (FATS) believe; be 
aware of 
qe FESS FASAI asmuchasonelikes. 0088 





0407) this: image ge of anewborn child (-) held close it) ) to one’s bosom implies EXISTENCE (a 

- 39 | child EXISTS where there was no child before). It also represents the secondary meanings be 
~~] aware of and believe, which we can think of as holding an idea in one’s bosom, or having an 
idea EXIST in one’s mind. «= 4£ 0406 


. DRY OT38) A629 ebb tide 0146 

’ (HO) Fil (Lasowaka ebb and flow, tide 

. 0146, 0179 
a = ——— FR vata drought, dry weather 0270 

1E(+) tE(L)- t£(L) OCA) HEF veomA anumberof,some, alittle 0404 


OFF was [vildry 











0408 See See F asa asa drying rack with two horizontal poles for hanging the wet laundry up to DRY. 
51 | wa 4 0115, + 0017, Hz 1807 























4 PUBLISH long A253 publication 0055 

‘= ‘ WATVRE LaseAL weekly magazine 0305, 0370 
: ] HAF 625%A momingedition/paper 0145 
Wy AF\| 5A evening edition/paper 0265 

AFI O &”AO unpublished 0271 


0409] Recall |) cut/stice, seen earlier at 31) 0090 and Ai O113. In FU, we thus have dry (F) and 
71 1a| cut(l) ), Dry the ink, then cut the pages: PUBLISH. «= Ff) 0722, +1) 0744 





0167 

#| 5 

ORES S igovays perspire, sweat 0148 
Fill #Att> sweat and blood 0198 

OFFE A < seeM< sweat, perspire 

‘| TREC suite become slightly sweaty 
FST HeK<T dripping with sweat 





Water (7) dripping down to moisten a dry (-F) face: SWEAT. 03° {+ 0756 


OsffT ssid bamboopole. ..........0263 
VTE ftt¥as bamboo pole 0243 


MP LAE toes pole fordrying laundry 
0172, 0408 








\ 7 ’ ADVANTAGE ‘4A 30% advantageous, favorable; 


Wofitable. ee 0400 
e ? PROFIT wae ee 
Z AVHS S yvs£5t% utilize, make use of . 6047 
. OF AS o#8 left-handed; heavy drinker 
J 0401 
${<) 2 F-F YL interest 0094 
I< #< work (well), function (properly) i! 


0412 | Rice (AR) and cut ( |) ) suggest the idea of reaping the PROFITS of one’s labor. Associate M1 
JJ 18 | ADVANTAGE with M2 PROFIT. 





























a : HARM, hinder AE wee harmful, pernicious, noxiais 

: : 48 25¢\. environmental pollution. 0089 

: sss — 42th #uee9 harmful insect 0343 

rf OF yeu. interests, what one stands to gain or 

lose 0412 
#74 #uge harm, hinder 


0413 | We shall need to distinguish this one from ‘a 0417, so it makes sense to focus on C1. Picture 

2+ 40 | the mouth consuming a poisonous plant (the same one mother was protecting us from in ss 

~~} 0133), and think of the HARM the plant is causing. ** roof provides a scene for the crime; fill 
out its other details in your imagination, w= #l) 0416, ## 1213, Ht 0417 





Axe 52%e beneficial; profitable 0400 
att 23a public benefit 0089 
fh 2605 beneficial insect 0343 
OFi2¢ wae profit, gains; benefit 0412 
OF¢4 &tkT increasingly 


BENEFIT, profit 









xt V7 















Here we are given a vivid image of BENEFIT/profit: four people reach out their hands (S1, $2, 

$4, and $5) to help themselves to something served on a plate (IIL), Note the traditional form, 
which is incorporated into the next entry (learn to recognize the two forms without distinction). 
ce ar 0295 










SPILL OVER | ¥9K votes inundation 0027 
\ OWENS sind overflow 
" ALORA BALE MLOatTreonk 
‘ew TS — 7 SS The toilet overflowed 0027 
O@nS cin be spilled 
ar CFT spill 











1 B DIVIDE, cut, break OMFS KAM tS divide up, partition, 
pli 0088 


3 3 i sp it SOME CH SRL ee a ig mala, Ew So NS NE EAL a ers a 
cn } Ay F#HS ayTehd dreaka glass 


5 SH AA sap 35%. 0004, 0007, 0088 
Og na [vil break: be divided; [math] be 


oe | b(S) bY b() PHS) ¥(d) divisible 


OB} 4< spare (time), set aside 








0416 | “Harm-cut” (7 plus |] ) intuitively suggests the idea of breaking something, or DIVIDING 
7) 18 | into pieces something which is whole. es 4 0413 


161 | 


mers 12 








| CONSTITUTION, code of laws (OME wAtFS constitution, constitutional law 
0139 


iz RH LoatATH constitutional. 0227,0169 
AME TatAeu» constitutionality 0227,0128 


s 
ey Ss A 
d Nad ~ | WK WottA constitutional 0067 





REX itA+tv. constitutional government. 0246 








Now we shall add a figurative meaning to " (net): the faw. If in English we refer to the law’s 
“long arm," here we might think of its “wide net” Below roof (~”) then we have three sym- 
bols: growing plant (54-7) for prosperity, law for law and order, and heart (LC) for compas- 
ah and human rights. The roof that protects all three is the CONSTITUTION, ss 2% 0438, 
JF 0413 





1 FEATHER 'A4R itz feather, wing; (fan) blade; shuttle- 
0284 


WING Pe 
TLtS sete growwings, emerge 0120 


2 334 iase flappinglwhirring] of wings 0150 
ie aoe dae Poe WS one bird/rabbit 0002 
=44 Att three birds/rabbits 0004 








We now meet the pictographic character for WING. S1 and $4 depict the limbs; $2, $3, $5, and 
56 the FEATHERS. Compare with the traditional form, as well as the scaled-down version we 
saw at the top right of Ii 0025. wa 55 0424 


OA £<b> the following [next] day 0001 


WIE £<tA (= k<EL) the following [next] 
year wenoannl 


RIZE LOA nextspring............ ...0362 
MAA £Ck<U> two days after 0001 
RAR] &<asx the following [next] morning 0145 








Picture the person at the bottom standing up ( \Z), spreading his wings (2}) and magically 
flying to THE FOLLOWING time period (for example, 32 4F [.£ < 4a, the next year/the fol- 
BA lowing year]). Note the distinct ion in usage from SEE (42 A), which means “next year’ 
“| (without “the). wa 71 0420, 0754, 3K 0274 





; ‘ "LEARN, study 1229 #<Led study, learning 0099 
~~ FT o~s, 2 CUSTOM, habit O24 Lwde¢ learning, acquirement . 0387 
Ml ©#4 #55 lear, study; practice 
yay THO gauze (cultural) lessons (music, 
) P(A) Poe. calligraphy, etc.), practice .. 008 
RO(4) Hv) 
— 22°87 wed custom, habit. 0321 








Let white (9) feathers (1) bring to mind an image of a young bird (which hasn't yet 
44 124| developed a mature bird’s dark plumage), LEARNING to fly, Note that the most important 
AZ compound using M2 CUSTOM appears at 1 1912. «= 4 0419 

















: BOW Oris 405x5 archery 0158 
wl) wast) arch, curve 


SRI wacwLx conferment ofthe 
championship bow[in sumo] 0059, 0109 





Fay 








0421 | Behold a rather crooked BOW. The taut arch in S3 suggests the taut bowstring drawn back at 
full strength. Note how $3 changes directions three times, «3 [ 0426 


‘DRAW (toward), pull (back) O81 wales gravitation 0084 

7REDUCE 5 |< uw draw, pull, haul, tug; drag, trail 
TSE51< waeu< drawa bow 0421 

AY a VE)AAIL ueeeL (desk) drawer; withdrawal (of 


O(d) o(&) OC&- -%) wcee)|__ money) 0038 
2a1)5|% pore discount 0416 














STRONG MAG &29%08 mighty, Bower stone 


Omens 2 RLIBLIFS iohetee stress 0306 
say to AS | ou.A% overbearing, coercive 0422 
o ‘ 
DE) DEES) DES) ARSR ta3ku» firmly rooted, deep- anole ~ 
L (v4) 





OFS Luv force, compel, press 
| The kanji for STRONG (4) and WEAK (93) are both based on the grapheme for bow (5). 
Thus we should imagine two bows: first, a STRONG bow, made from the hard exoskeleton 


of an insect (44) (take $4-5 Z, the katakana for mu, to be a kind of furigana cue for 2), 
... (continued in the next entry) 











OF NL GeCcA. weak point... 
BHAA (E Ve<iccasdLa< lawolthe jungle 
(the strong prey on the weak). ..0214, 0423, 0288 
200 A8§ (cue<icAbed< slightly undertwo 
hundred people 0015 





YA7 Osyiz kta timid; weak-spirited: bearish 
ki(ux) kb(S) kb(E4S) Lb (4) istock market] ................. B eee 


EROS VeEHHS turn somite, 








(Continuing from the previous entry)...and second, a WEAK bow, made from a bird’s wings 
(4), wx 2 0418 











"WIND TORE, #2355 high wind 0423 


¥ ' 2? MANNER OMA Gy Eor: mak eor: The wind has 
fallen 0424 
a) 2 R/B a5 family ways and customs. 0219 
AVE x= «paz @FR pa Japanese style 0296 
? EV 3.5LH5 manners and customs 0420 














0425 | Visualize this as an insect (42) taking shelter from strong WINDS under a tent () |). $3 can be 
J&, 182| thought of as a strap inside the tent to which the insect holds fast, so as to keep from blowing 
7 away. By associating the idea of prevailing winds with prevailing styles or customs, we can 
associate MI WIND with M2 MANNER. Now a word about graphemes. To distinguish J \ from 
____| JJ, let J \’s warped shape and bent lower-right comer suggest the force of the wind outside, 
2591 | in other kanji, } \ will signify wind. We shall treat the similar but narrower form JL as a sepa- 
| 9 | rale grapheme, meaning tablecloth or table (see, for example, Z& 0553 and fl 1966), 


OBC vz oneself, self, ego 0081 


ACH LD CcbH5LA. egocentrism 
0081, 0035, 0056 


FAC vz self-interest 0412 

FCA v2 self-interested, selfish 0412, 0169 
OB MELS BONeLALS believe in oneself 
00 











| Visualize as yourSELF in a kneeling position with your head bowed forward—an appropriately 
humble image for referring to oneSELF, Your head is at the upper left, shoulders at the upper 
right, knees at the lower left, and feet at the lower right. When 2 appears as a grapheme in 
other kanji, we may interpret it as kneeling self, «= > 0421 


WRITE DOWN aU4% L- journalist, reporter; editor 0107 
ac4f 4 news, article: account 0000 
OATS xice9+s enter, fillin(aform) 0039 
{R80 TAX biography 0223 
L&4(4F) Ozt+ Lat record, write down 











0427 | Here the kneeling self((2) kneels at a writing desk WRITING DOWN words (#) ina diary, or 
Hit (15 2%), ws fu 0370 





‘ERA, age @flst siFA era: AD, CE 0136 
2 DISCIPLINE, morals TROICHI AUFAHEA BC, BCE 0134, 0113 
O TAY TF fe ALure% Cambrian period 
ES @ ic 52 publicmorals 0425 
2 Bef 25% school discipline 0103 














‘D428 | Now visualize the kneeling self(2) using rope (#) to restrain himself. Picture the rope 

$ 120| looping around the back of the knees (middle of $9) to tie 4. down good and tight. Let this 
image represent the idea of DISCIPLINE, Associate M2 DISCIPLINE with M1 ERA via the idea 
of sustaining self-restraint over a long period of time. 


1173 
| 9 


ii 











4 REFORM, renew CB #uLA renovation, reformation 0275 
' ORLIE mutter revision, amendment 0043 
a 7 CLR AUUtA constitutional revision 0417 
a4 OC #SktT again, over again, anew; 
BOC’) HSE) fongally 
SEALED EL#Hor-#S The new year comes 


around 0117 








0429)| Here the idea is not maintaining long-term discipline (see last entry), but rather bringing 
about an immediate improvement in one’s behavior. The method of se/-improvement is 
rather old-fashioned: taking the rod (AZ) to oneself(4) in order to REFORM/renew. 



























0087 





HILT S &)OFSH stand up, rise 
O-e R=) au origin, beginning 
02 


RISE: arise; occur 


09, 0208 
<I ———| #2 ATA starting point 0349 
O#@%4 se rise, wake up; occur 

O#@°4 2% occur, spring up, arise from 












Es 
B(34) (C4) BCH) 


0430 | The action of RISING is implied in this character. On the right, we have the kneeling self. 
| On the left, we have run (3). To go from kneeling to running, the person must RISE, as a 
sprinter rises from a kneeling position in the starting block. Note that the reading 6-4 
sounds very much like its English equivalent occur (see V5), 





OE, euvubus fullname 0269 


CHET S muterrys change one’s family 
name 0429 


fAJWE &S4tu same surname 0182 
Fike we<us3 farmer, peasant 0016 
PEEPLOS evveHSeHS change one’s family 

name 0429 


REASON, cause CEH WSv origin, source, cause; history, 0274 


3¢-HH w> reason, cause, ground p0e0 

ts a OH vis freedom 0081 
= a 2 24 ASE sus inconvenience; disability; 

poverty 0049, 0081 


tL 
Fd Lee senseless, meaningless, absurd 
0048 





J - Let this character represent an image of REASONS/causes (lying in the square at the bottom) 
giving rise to a consequence/effect (the stroke that rises out of this square). © FA 1521, A 0315 

















1 4 | ol OFiH +e petroleum, oil 0403 
‘ JH WA crude oil 0208 
~~" fi} AU—TFTiih +U-7 olive oil 

f La a HHH WTA. oilfield 0020 


2 


dl Le law AGA 2-955 soybean oil. .0033, 0161 








0433 | See 56 as OIL spurting up from an oil field. Y suggests the category liquid. 
AR 85 


0303 
e | 8 


re 


OF: ibe oil well 
ORF Tavs ceiling 
OFF use (water) well 
FFE 4.5% Inoue [surname] 
4a# wuss Ishii [surname] 








0434 | A bird's-eye view of a WELL, showing the wooden frame built around it. «= $F 0436 


yy! 








ENCLOSE OJ Uw3u. circumference, periphery: 


surroundings ...00.00..... eee 0304 
OBNt »ze enclose, surround 
7. — ———| BREA »2#hS be surrounded 
PIB) PLB) HI) RU HC eueze enclose, encircle 0059 
Weis ARS #zuucuns place inan 
CCST eee 


Now we add an enclosure around the well, to signify ENCLOSE. 





















BOWL (of food) AIF TAKA tempura on rice 0270 
BPH Serie (=eP2eASH) chicken and 
egg on rice 0276, 0094 
= “FE #934. bowl of rice topped with beef 
Ky 016 
FASU 


FELD YLASeO rice-bowl dishes 














0436 | Here ## represents the outlines of a square rice bowl, and the central stroke a piece of meat 
7 | or fish laid on top of the rice: BOWL (of food). «= F- 0434 

















'TOWN SUBSECTION TUT A &Abs5% 4-chome, fourth town/ 


‘ 2 MISCELLANEOUS COUNTER neighborhood subsection 0004, 0021 
25-AY IT 3-Av A545 three bowls of 

ramen 
ae ed TE 625& just, exactly; as if 9280 











0437 ‘Visualize asa T-shaped intersection of two streets. Indeed, this character is used in the word 

1 | for such an intersection: J “FP (TUL; we'll learn BS at entry 0788). Imagine you are 
looking at an aerial photograph of such an intersection, observing the three TOWN SUB- 
SECTIONS that adjoin there. 














COURTEOUS; peaceful OT @% cureaue polite, courteous 0437 


J 38 cuvauc polite language ‘speech] 
0437, 0222 


2H tauv> peaceful day 0001 
#288 ada public peace, tranquility 00% 











In #€ try to perceive the sale, sheltered feeling of a COURTEOUS and peaceful social environ- . 
ment: over one’s heart 0), there is a sheltering roof(-*>); under it, there is the supportive 
safety net ("™!) of one’s town subsection( J ). The on reading #7 is unique in this course. 
we RA 0417 








TOWN, town section 












OMA $2514 townsman, tradesman (in Edo pend) 
001 






OFM Uses (downtown) business quarters, old se 
of Tokyo (040 
WRIST xadss38Abs30 Seite 
of Maehara, Section 3 [part of residential address] 
0119, 0208, 0004, 0437 
BET Gaesue.. Muromachi period (Japa- 
nese historical era, approx. 1336-1573) 0259, 0389, 0071 


39 Review J” 0437. Here, see Hl as a map of a TOWN, divided into town subsections, 









y ; LAMP KT &5e light, lamptight 0026 

: XTi £5 kerosene, lamp oil 0433 

) OMA TALS lamp, electriclight 0155 
hey X73G £525 lamplight 0137 

u esis vecvs tumonthelight 0066 











0440 | Fire (K) illuminating an intersection (J ): street LAMP. 
* 86 


Ie 
0730 | 


Be 











= 


ma 


[Efe 
Fp 


2612 





Hi 154 











GOVERNMENT AGENCY OTT mAb25 governmentofficelagency] 0290 
#8) £625 Tokyo Metropolitan Government 

OM CO sae ioe terdsrd peli cneoe arcltscpacies ets akc? 0244 

== KEFF s3645 prefectural office (for Osaka-fu and 

Fa KyOto-fu).. oe ccee vee M247 
MALT sAmbe5 Agency for Cultural Affairs 

0101, 0120 





TREY (2585645 the Vatican. 0139, 0072 


The character for GOVERNMENT AGENCY is written as a shelter (J) built over a town sub- 
section (J ). It symbolizes how the GOVERNMENT AGENCY “covers” or safeguards this portion 
of the city. 











STORE UP, save Ofrée 62%. savings, deposit 0029 
FROKIE Seu. reservoir 0027, 0188 





This is the first time we've encountered the narrow hen form of A money. See money being 
STORED UP in the town subsection ( J") depository, with a protecting roof(~*) visible over 
it. 


"EASY ORRG BAe easy, easygoing 0096 
2 EXCHANGE "SyLV PaLuy easy, simple 
3 FORTUNE-TELLING ON DU BW paver easy to pincer 


x¥ 4 
WX(LU) OH (W)* 2285; 252% trade, commerce 0102 


O3% <% Le fortuneteller 0107 


To distinguish from the grapheme Za (difficult), focus on the lack of a central stroke, which 
makes it EASY for the rays of the sun (1) to reach the woolly mammoth (2). By contrast, in 
44 it is difficult for the sun's rays to reach it, for they must first break through a barrier. As for 
M2 and M3, rather than force these into an overburdened mnemonic, learn these meanings 
through their most fundamental compounds. Thus, for M3 FORTUNE-TELLING, V5 344% (2.2 
L-®, fortune-teller) should be memorized. Postpone learning M2 EXCHANGE until you come 
to its highest-frequency compound at & 1169. 


DEIGN TO GIVE, bestow ONB@ Usa gratuity, grant 0029 
Tue #UtS prant,deigntogive 0040 


CIS reps delgn to give, bestow; be awarded, 
have the honor to receive 


BB) tek gift, boon 0172 


Al 15d 








“Easy (3) money{)" intuitively summarizes the idea of some high authority, such as the 
emperor, DEIGNING TO GIVE or bestowing a grant. «= Hi 1227, ly 1985 











PLACE OTH 25ve5 (2512) factory, plant, workshop 
0108 


OMAR (tus place, spot, site; space, room. 0249 


HTS Le rs5F4 take part, participate 
var 0038 
ie 4 izauy occasion, situation, circumstances, 





case 0227 
EEHLM beoLeve3 parkinglot 0967, 0125 


0445) tand(+) + difficult (3): one’s hard-earned PLACE. This is not the first time that -[. has lent 
+ 32| the sense of a particular area of land (i.e., place), nor will it be the last. 








OC} ALS comfortably hot bathwater 0199 
A (23&5 takingahotbath 0039 
Ob sw hotwater 
WA wy steam, vapor... 0126 
WIL Hse source of a hot spring 0136 














OvEPY +0. main gate, main entrance 0043 

ZB) aA group, division, section; genus 0068 

PIPAE ame disciple, pupil...0040, 0036 

ey APY wota prestlelolis establishment family 
ME 














SPACE IN BETWEEN, interval Zi] <SmA. space, room 

ORFF waa. time, period; hour 
feof ees along time 

OMFS ...maueic inbetween... 


OIC 44 #15H4 be intime; answerthe 
purpose; be able to do without 











See the sun (1) shining through the SPACE IN BETWEEN the two leaves of the gate (F"). 








oO 


CLOSE PAZ user closing a meeting 0226 


FRIAS 4S aucsts be dumbfounded 
[stumped], be silenced 0019 
PGF «.TALAA. store closing time 
' 0347, 0383, 0448 
Ets) ESF) LS) LSS) lomes cus (viavtlclose 


OWES use [vi] close, be closed 


Focusing on the long diagonal stroke (S11) that distinguishes this character from the others in 
ran ie this set, see 4 as a kind of crossbar apparatus used to CLOSE the gate (F4)). Take some time 
Py to associate that distinctive diagonal stroke with the idea of CLOSING the gate, oa [AJ 1365 











2832. 
" 
OBS pur opening a meeting 0226 
FIFA 4S aunurds openand close ._ 0449 


FART S pvisosS develop, openup. 0148 
OBS vad [vidvilopen 





CONNECT WITH, concern ORS wat concern, be connected with 
2 BARRIER "HY »mbsS be concerned in, affect 

"RAB aAto joint 0391 
AY pq RL wALS Kanto district (“east of the barrier’) 
eX EX Dy(4) bey 


2K see's sumowrestlerofsecond ua nest 
rank 0033 





0451 | Here let us try to perceive CONNECT WITH and BARRIER in the same image. First, see 3 (not 
to be confused with XX) as a barricade with two long crossbeams, blocking a gate (F']). Now, 
try also to see the crossbeams as CONNECTING the two sides of the gafe (so that no passable 
space remains between them). a= BH 0450 











pie a Fes QUESTION, ask ORM] L264 question 0318 
“Pf #<%a scholarship, learning 0099 

OfHi4 £5 ask, question 
WW Ey : Bub S cussbes inquire, check: refer 
EG) EY) LA (0... 0227 


ORV DIS eves askaquestion 





For the next two kanji, imagine a visitor approaching the gate (['4). First, he opens his mouth 
Oo 30 | (FA) to ask a QUESTION. 


[ra] 


2833 
111 











| HEAR; ask SAB] GAA experience, observation. 0083 


OSFBF LAdsA newspaper 0275 
OS &< hear; ask 
Sy ey =F aec listener, audience D046 
SS), Sete) We l< abea< ask the way 0158 


W453) (continuing from the previous entry) After asking the question, the visitor puts forth his ear 
F a (}) to HEAR the answer. [= can also mean ask (overlapping with the previous entry). 











O3hh asta. visit 0452 

aH 123tcs visiting Japan, visit to Japan 0001 

HRT > swissts visit, call 0274 
RY ~ |O5fNS weds visit, callon 
BEI (HS) KF (tad) OskiaS zt wS visit, callon 


state to another country, so we ~ahiuld try to perceive BS as a person (77) carrying with him 
words (i) of greeting and warm regard. Remember that the "7 of (£3 %A (see VI) is the 
only kanji having the phonetic component 77 that is not read 7, 


SEND, transmit RTS n~At56 send back 0378 
OvA{® 245A. transmission (ofa message)... 0049 
KH t3< hv farewell party ..0090, 0226 
OX #¢S send, transmit 
FULD aw<s see off 0083 











0455 | Picking up from B43 0451, we now see the barricades (%) loaded up on the bed of a truck 
(3_ someone is SENDING them back to the storehouse. %'s horizontal lines, pointing in 
one direction toward its origin and in the other direction toward its destination, reinforce 


the idea of transmit. «& ¥% 1211 








'TICKET TEP Lactta food ticket 0288 
2 CERTIFICATE © IBF tcesve3ttA admission ticket 
0039, 0445 
7 1 RFE wudSttA. coupon ticket, carnet 
or 0050, 0309 
2 ASRS icBexAUA Bank of Japan bond 
0001, 0283 





04586 | 2% depicts an ancient Chinese tally stick. a split piece of bamboo used for recordkeeping. 
18 i See $3-4 as the stick, and let its other strokes illustrate the act of chiseling notches into it. In 
A= one cuts (JJ) a tally stick (8) into individual TICKETS/CERTIFICATES. Note the traditional 
forms for this and the next four entries. = 45 0458 








2286 


aid 











; | 1 WRAP 
2 ENCOMPASS 


RD 
22(t) 








TROLL UP. wind 
VOLUME 


ay 
SAS) SS SAS) 





Ot 208 wrap, pack 
TL 23a parcel, package 0034 


2\A\@1 %0z5 connotation, intension, compre: 
hension 0.0 ec ccee eee 0215 


@OQbF S ta5u¢% surround, envelop... 0495 
J 085529 kitchen knife, carving knife 0437 


* Recall *} wrap around, first learned at 7) 0166. Here Ay and C4 both wrap around each 
other, vividly representing the ideas WRAP and ENCOMPASS. We thus add the grapheme 
meaning wrap/roll up for C2, which will be useful in the next two entries, and again later on. 


©25< #< rollup; wind 
\EAGAC eect roll (up), wrap; involve, drag 
‘ARF AR pATIZA scroll, rolled book 0094, 0031 








® EP PAS vesbesrea set of three volumes 
0041, 0035, 0040 


2A NobA separate volume, extra issue 0090 


0458 | In ancient China, long records were kept on fally sticks (78) bound with string. To store such 
c 49*| records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROLL—tepresented here by & (roll 
ZL» | up). When referring to a bound work, 4 corresponds to the English “VOLUME, which itself 
Ae derives from the Latin word for “ROLL,” volvere. wa #* 0456 





"WIN 
7 EXCEL 








SPHERE, circle, range 


SPHERE of influence rolling up everything inside it into its range, or the signal range of a 
mobile phone company rolling up a certain area. 





var 
A(D) -A(B) Ex 









AERA tussvoita. biosphere 0036, 0172 
OCT Sh (235LA)tAaU outofrange (of 






communication)... 0.0.0... 0159, 0063, 0266 
FLUE 2458A0A the Communist bloc 





0356, 0161 


FERAL Lweetta national capital region 
0157, 0244 







Opell Les victory, triumph, win 0412 
‘Be Lesle winner 0107 
Ops #2 win, defeat; gain advantage 


TEV RRD woudoms first come, first 
served 0143, 0107 


2PEZ £+% bebetterthan, excel 





0460 | We'll treat the right side as #& 0456 CERTIFICATE, though here it contains JJ, not JJ, See 
Hy 19| BR as a prize of meat and a victory certificate, awarded together to the person who WINS a 
a competition (i.e., the person who EXCELS all others), «a H}8 2236, HH 2235, I® 2237 


0918 
| 12 














- WAR, battle, contest HRA HAA (war) front, battle line . 0210 


» OFFA ACA tactics, strategy; (military) 
7 maneuvers 
: TK tous. war of words 0052 
= SUPE YoL4SeA final round match, finals 
Wrex foteA(F) t UL? hal round ma aA 





OWS AS fight; contest 


| 0461 | At the left, see a man with outstretched arms and three sharp projectiles (*“) on his head 
+e 62 | (HA). He carries the projectiles for attaching to the spear (2%) he holds in front of him, for he 
| is marching off to WAR. Note the old form, which shows the pattern for those of kanji based 


VG on !ff, 


1590 
F113 








SINGLE, simple, unit HE ALA alone, by oneself, unaccompanied 
0060 


HAR) £AL<O@ single, independent, sole, 
lone 0344 


HR ATS [grammarl singular 0309 
OWI £AIC merely, simply 
H&S tas mere, simple, sheer 
| 


In the previous entry, 4 carried a spear, and in a later entry (54 1075) he will carry a bow, 
but here he’s reduced to simple, hand-to-hand combat. With no tool for launching his 
sharpened projectiles, his own body is his SINGLE weapon. Take a moment to associate his 
isolation with this character's core concept, SINGLE. «a 32 0601, Hi 2087 





SIMPLE Offi Hue markaé simple, easy, light 0462 
fie #At*% plain, simple 0132 
fi mauve simple, simplified; easy 0443 
faiHH% Asie terse, concise 0024 








, i os "PASS BY ©i52 wz the past, bygone days 0138 
2 EXCEED, over- 258-b 2 aitatd majority, more fannal 
5% 0335, 0309 
‘ wv ; @i8-2 #2 er,makea mistake 
" $(¥D) -F (8B) -F (8) (CH) i¥*% gx [vil pass by; elapse; exceed, over- 
HLE(D) HES) OM + tz [vt] pass (time); let pass; overdo 








0464 | See [aj as a tall stack of boxes, Too many boxes have stacked up on the back of this truck (3_), 
3% 162| EXCEEDING the legal limit (i.e., going over or PAST the limit). As a component part of other 
~~) kanji, 18) will mean exceed/over-. 














: BONE “A AZO human bone 0015 
Alf téo22> bleached bone, skeleton 0076 


, ‘a{E <= ossification 0120 
Shy WA +t backbone, spine 0124 
eee OBR A (gtaca% skeleton; framework. _ 0264 





Let S1-4, showing one box shape inside of another, suggest the idea of “inner core.” Beneath 
that, we have “> coverand FH flesh, thus giving us “inner core covered by flesh,’ implying 
BONE. The reading {242, which becomes (X22 after vowels, can be associated with the 
English “bone” us 7H 1493 








DAYTIME, midday OFM) Usk (605A) daytime, day 0448 
H& tt<05 broad daylight 0076 

BE b03Le6 lunch 0288 

JORCH oacita lunch. 0377 

EKA USete noon recess, lunch ee 


061 
"Review F2 0337 and FX 0338. Here, we see a digger JX) leaning on the handle of his 
shovel, taking a break under the hot midday sun: DAYTIME. 


OKAY ema. night, nighttime 0448 
BF wy< night school 0099 
4% ZA tonight, this evening 0228 
Fe/& £BU4 nightand day 0466 

OP kee midnight, dead of night 0035 


Here we perceive the idea of NIGHT, first from the fact of the man (4 )’s being at home under 
his roof (=-, normally “lid”), and next from 4” moon. $8 represents the moon’s long, slow 
course across the sky at NIGHT. Reinforce this by writing S8 very slowly when you practice 
writing this character. 


LIQUID OHLE at. liquid, fluid 

BANK itua% waste fluid 

MK t224 blood 

FLY t<3ax milky lotion; latex 




















CAUTION, warn O-- Lipomes (=o) the Ten Command- 
ments 0005 


EM+ 4S vows admonish oneself 0081 
re ; JRC AULA caution, precaution, care 0056 
WEL (aS) OFG% HS vveL9% caution, warn; take precautions 
BORMOS afpyeuel HS take precautions, 
| guard against : 0081 
0469 | tT looks like + but in fact depicts two hands, here vigilantly wielding a spear(X) to CAU- 
& 62 | TION us against going any farther. ss AR 0474 































"HOW MANY 
?SOME 


1 SSH u<baaA how many hours 
O#G-—> ur<-> howmany; howold 


2 64> U<siA_ partially, somewhat, in a way 
Part eS ae re ee ene OO arr 0088 


27H u<iceeé forsome days, for many days 
001 


0383, 0448 










+ 
Wrde WE (D) WK (H) 






2M Th VST s asmany/much as one likes 


Here we observe a man (A) (S8-9) working at a loom. % and %, here abbreviating #, show 
the loom’s vertical threads. A spear (2%) provides the framework. To produce a uniform pat- 
tern, the man must carefully count HOW MANY crosswise threads he weaves in each color. 
The English renders two meanings, but the Japanese word is the same for both, t= 8 0471 





CAPITAL REGION OPT MEM A *A%65 Kinki region (around 


Osaki and Kyoto) ...00.0......... 0194, 0187, 0173 





The /ooms of the capital and the rice fields of the surrounding agricultural districts: CAPITAL 
REGION. Now used exclusively in the place name 21 #e (& A, referring to the region 
around Osaka and Kyoto, the old capital). Note that all four characters in this group are 
pronounced =, though this entry replaces A. with A, sa #8 0470 





ROCKY BEACH OR yee. rocky beach, beach 0195 
BHA IC Wedauuc alongthe beach ...0223 











0472 | % rock and the cragginess of $& together represent ROCKY BEACH. 











112 
1147 
|u| 





‘MACHINE #6] amA engine, machine; agency, facilities, 
0 





2 INISEITU CIO, gevtreeites cwrveren seat cemies cate be 451 
‘ fiedicedol ‘$t2e 24 machinery and tools, apparatus...0295 
, OPPORTUNITY 2 fi atv» fuselage, body (of an airplane); 

x machine oo... eee 062 
thy O82 xv» opportunity, occasion 0226 





34¢#% 232 favorable opportunity, good chance 








The next two kanji use trees in mechanical devices, hardly to be wondered at given how old 
A 75.| kanji are. In this entry we see a wooden (#) loom (78), representing literally MACHINE, and 
: figuratively OPPORTUNITY. Proving the kanji are not incapable of adapting to new purposes, 
the MACHINE that ## most often refers to today is the AIRCRAFT. 


MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCE Ost au. machine, mechanism D473 


#SRL amv mechanization . 0473,0120 
art 2. instrument, apparatus, appliance 
0295 





MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCES (i.e., tools and machines) can be dangerous, so they usually 


come with warning labels. With this in mind, it should be easy for you to remember that a 


wooden (#) object with “caution” (782) written on it is a MECHANICAL CONTRIVANCE, 
we WK 0469 


FLY; leap 


OFF wx flight, aviation 0055 
WRT HE uz5% airplane 0055, 0473 

OFK3% £a¢ fly: leap 

kt FRE LEAD evtsats fly up, jump up... 0041 
HGS) EGET) -ECED) FRET Ltxy [vt] fly; make fly, shoot 











' "FAMILY, clan; surname TYREG WA Genji, the Minamoto family/clan 
02 
d ? COURTESY TITLE 
, ®ECH Suata tutelary deity, patron saint 0316 
= ®EEZ Lepu (full) name 0269 
ae SHOVE EG ZabeEL the late Mr. Kawada 
je OL 0257, 0022, 0020 


: 7 ?]e]EG &3L the said person, he/she ss 

W476 | Take 53-4 as an abbreviation for spear (see )& 0070), and $1-2 as a kind of shelter (cf. 

fF 83 | J), representing a home. Together, spear and home suggest the idea of protecting one's 
FAMILY, LX can also be used as a COURTESY TITLE after family names, e@ EG 0477 


0182 











Hk pp 
an 
|KO 























; PEOPLE, nation, race THES L&a. citizens, townspeople 0205 
OBIE <<a people, nation; the people 0075 
' EZe aAtru folkcratt 0225 

Ry | EID aana private citizens; private, unofficial 

i-9p 0448 

OCHBHMOR vedsmes afreepeople 0081, 0432 


0477 Focus on the difference between the top part of this kanji and the top part of the kanji in the 
FE 99.) previous entry, Just as Ed is greater than EX, so too PEOPLE/nation is greater than FAMILY/ 
clan. «@ EE 0476 











2614 





AIA& pL Japanese paper 0236 
OFAME £5L blank form, stationery 0047 
ATUAG tcomAL daily newspaper 0001, 0409 
|OFM cara letter 0046 
LARK 2240 wrapping paper 0457 





PAPER, deriving from fibrous plants, belongs to the thread (+) family ( Fe). Like EX, A is 
pronounced %. But all the kanji that add an extra horizontal fine beneath EX, which follow 
presently, are pronounced > 4, IX differs from both groups in having a box shape at the 
top and in being pronounced =. 


{RET 3S cuts fall, sink, lower, go down 
0040 


(Kil, T.24 low temperature 0199 
=] —OFMEO auvcu lowest 0196 
oO % 
DE(u) OK (HS) OC CEB) {E«> o<us low, short [stature]; humble 
{iS u<HS lower, bring down 


in use as a stand-alone character. Here it joins with 7 to signify LOW, through the idea of 
| “tow man,’ or man at the base. 


RESIST, stand up to tkK24 cue3 mortgage, security 0141 
OK Avvcu generally, mostly, forthe most 
part 009 
TA : a 











0480 | Here picture two stubbornly opposing forces: + pushing hard from left to right, and EX 
= 64 | digging in and RESISTING from its very foundation. Try to see the mutual RESISTANCE as 
~| the hand pushes up against something that’s rooted firmly to its base, The most important 
compound using this character appears at 43 1639. 


0284 
| 8 











0089 


\ : STATELY RESIDENCE ZB 25Tv official residence 
? n * OBES mate» official residence 0290 
ALE Ut private residence 0237 
FA HIRE «vy villa, country residence. 0090 
; LUA GES eeteLTU Mr. Yamamoto's 


residence 0037, 0031, 0476 








0481) Review GK 0068. Here let foundation (EX) represent a building foundation, supporting a 
5 163| STATELY RESIDENCE at the edge of town ( (8), 


BOTTOM, base HEE aureus sea bottom 0106 
OF ZATL root, basis, foundation 0284 


DOVES 224HF2H4 from the bottom of 
/ — one’s heart 0056 


ONE mb#z riverbed 0022 
YAS £APZ rock bottom 














Foundation (Ec) beneath a shelter(J’”): BOTTOM, - 


EA 4A giant; great person 0015 
CEX #zkuve huge, gigantic, enormous... 0093 


EAD s2£usAL macromolecule 
0033, 0088, 0094 


EK aeku gigantic figure 0062 
ELA &e¢% megalith 0403 











‘| Aletter “E" with a whopping middle stroke, to signify GIANT. This and the next entry being 
new graphemes, now is a good time to reiterate that you should practice writing every new 
grapheme until you can reproduce it from memory (always follow the established stroke 
order). 





, RETAINER, subject E2 F UA# retainer, subject, vassal 0040 
REL PLA. retainer, vassal 0219 

OFREE LAMA subjects 0477 

yy i ORF £uUA minister (of state} 0033 


AGHA 2¢e2323eUGA Minister of 
Land, Infrastructure, and Tourism 
- 0075, 0030, 0102, 0159 
0484 | Resembling a section of brick wall, E4 can symbolize a faithful, unquestioning “brick in the 
F 131| wall” and thus, by extension, a “loyal servant to one’s master”: a RETAINER or subject. 























BASE, foundation FEE &u base, basis, foundation; [math] 
04 


base 
ZEHH 46 base 0187 
Es OFtAS xizA basis, foundation 0031 
HE hv Te eee F-9eSLICTFS based on 








OFE-F< 4k3¢ be based on 


0485 | Recall € 0356: two people bound TOGETHER for a three-legged race. Here we add two straps 

+: 32 | around their torsos, to imply the idea of binding (we shall postpone learning J's meaning 
as a stand-alone kanji until entry 1757). In the present entry, we need to see the idea of bind- 
ing something to the earth (=f), for it means BASE or foundation. «© FE 1797, GE 1340 









OHI ama term, period 0448 
1221] fox schoolterm 0099 
TIRAGA Ua time, season 0383 
THAR aca time limit, term 0282 
OUTS ekuss expect, anticipate, noe 


| TERM, period 
7 EXPECT, anticipate 





















+ of 






7 a 5 besa peistel 
0486 | Bound (3) to the moon (FA) implies “tied to the lunar cycle,’ representing the idea of a 
Fi 74| fixed period or TERM. As for M2, it is precisely the lunar cycle’s periodicity that allows us to 


anticipate /EXPECT when it will return. Consider this underpinning relationship as you study 
V5. «a 5 0145 





OZ84i £33: blanket 0204 
31% 344 feathers, plumage, down 0418 
JR WAG) rawwool 0208 

ca AED 43M barren; infertile 0049 

OB $- tue woolen yarn, wool n112 





Carefully note each difference between this kanji and 0046. In 3G see a HAIR so long 
it drags across the floor. does no such dragging; it is tike a clean, vertical karate chop. 
Practice writing these two kanji correctly. 





TAIL BX) 5 taillight 0440 
kBqT ucs following, shadowing 0055 
ARR #ouF end, close 0272 
v ~ |ORRIB cut word ending 0222 
5 OBEF< Bev< leavea trail 0422 








0488 | We shall generally treat F' as door(see F 0248). Sometimes, though, it will be wise to make 
F 44 | a concession to the etymological meaning buttocks, which is easy enough to see if we visual- 
ize F as a leg bent at the knee while seated, with the buttocks at the top. Here see a long 
hairy thing hanging down from the buttocks: a TAIL. 


2635 
#7] 

















| RAISE OfEFF Au physical training [education] 0062 
‘ HBTS (tot grow, develop 0148 
fi #2 be brought up; grow 


‘ 4D ——« |ORRTS #7 bring ug, raise; cultivate 
£72(3) E(B) SHES) At i&¢<e bring up, raise 
£0" (0) 














0489 | Take Fi as flesh, representing the young flesh of a small child. Above the child is its parent 
FY 130| (45), reaching down to grab the child and literally RAISE it to adulthood. We see the parent's 
“pay.| head (St), broad shoulders ($2), and arm extending downward, bent at the elbow ($3-4). See 
EBIL the child being physically lifted upward, or RAISED. 


SHEEP, goat SARA £3tc< mutton 0216 
OB £543 wool 0487 
OF2% zyov lamb 0094 


EORTERZA vsvoONter#RS count 
sheep 0309 





Frontal view of a SHEEP’s head: at the top are two horns, at the bottom a long muzzle (or the 
% 123) beard of its cousin the goat, known in Japanese as LLIJ== [-2 3']). 


1 OCEAN OA tvvk9 ocean 0033 
7 WESTERN, foreign 7 F(H) £52° foreign film; Western painting 0176 
@yE/E £5.43 Western [foreign] style 0425 
ay «| 212% 5 Japan and the West 0236 
27#50 £5Le Western style 0109 


One normally does not associate sheep with the OCEAN. But if we imagine that for the ancient 
XK 85 | Chinese the sheep was not a native animal but one that had been brought from overseas, the 
link between water(¥ }, sheep (=F), and OCEAN is not so hard to remember. 








’ FISH Off i x23 fishes 0310 

¢ ef %AXs goldfish 0029 

' AF cA mermaid, merman 0015 
“3 ; Of TWA Sasu bia fish market 0205, 0445 

y) ‘eS 956 XDR -XHPER OMFS ama fish shop; fishmonger 0252 





0492. Visualize as a FISH getting caught: S1-2 show a line and hook, $3-7 the fish's body, $8-11 its 
fi, 195| tail. Note that S1-2 will take a different meaning in other characters we'll learn later, such as 
£4, 0528 and fiz 0726. 


1925 
11 














‘FRESH THERE 2A (degree of) freshness 0280 
‘ 2VIVID Ogee LAtAt fresh 0275 
2ME-C Ae &eXdave vivid, clear; bright 
Ly LA ARERA A at Asbuste vivid, clear 0024 
' AS BY (Pd) (IRF tsrsasee4 (North) Korea 
0122, 0145 
0493. One could sa say that the two pictographs shown here are “FRESH’; that is, they are still VIVID, 
#195 195) lifelike representations of a fish and a sheep’s head, unspoiled even after the many centuries 





| that have elapsed since they were first drawn. Also used as a designation for Korea, today 
mainly in the term for North Korea, Jee (S75 E5AE A). 

















OFA TA e4tustes be revived, be lessees, 
be restored 003 


OfEAD sana be revived, be resuscitated, be 
restored 





This does the previous entry one better—here the fish is not just fresh, but indeed comes 
back to life. Imagine that the fisherman has stored the fish so well under a pile of grass and 
rice stalks that it actually REVIVES. 





DETAILED Oa¥#ll Lsdeuy details, particulars 0239 

pee <bLt detailed; complete; knowledge- 
able 

= ~~ BELW BR <bLutseL detailed account 0059 

<b (L49) 

















TWA9H) see the DETAILED correspondence between the left and right sides of this character: $1 
9| with $8-9, $2 with S10, and so forth on down. See how == carefully corresponds with every 
minute feature or DETAIL of #. 


1 4 % AUSPICIOUS OFRFES! L425 scandal, inauspicious event 
~~.’ 0049, 0080 
: Ww 3E%E (4L43 origin; appearance of auspicious 
OMEN: «evict teec evans bdnadi nated resale nent 0148 
3 . yau 








aes Here we see a sheep (>) being sacrificed at the altar(3) to propitiate the gods. Because it 
3) was believed to ensure the gods’ favor, the ritual itself came to represent the idea AUSPICIOUS. 














BEAUTIFUL O38 A uA. beautiful woman 0015 
32{L ue beautification 0120 
3EKi UTA good point 0349 

le OZELW 39<¢Luy beautiful 

42¢(Lv») FEURL > ausLu delicious, good 0273 








=i 


0497 | =F shortens to = to accommodate other graphemes below it, as we observe in this entry 
3 123) and the next one, Remember the meanings of these two kanji based on how they differ. First, 
| 3€ (the next entry) is built on AX tree, rather than X. It also has what can be visualized as a 
board with four bricks piled on top of it (+ in the next entry). Containing lumber and a load 
of bricks, the next entry suggests WORK. By contrast, the present entry contains a sheep (=) 
1955 | spreading its legs out in two graceful curves (S8-9): BEAUTY, «a 3# 0498, SE 0499 





WORK OAMBE tcauAby workofman . 0015, 0448 
2 BUSINESS ‘ESE xe45 work, operation 0152 
JINDUSTRY 23332 ww¥z5 undertaking, business 0080 
[aay ate 3 T¥# 25%45 industry, manufacturing . 0108 
bY Ope xawss industry 0181 








the act of carrying out a task, in the way the tree-based structure supports the toad of bricks. 
Once you have assimilated this image of WORK, you can associate it with the extended 
meanings BUSINESS and INDUSTRY, es 32 0497, SE 0499 


0498 | The previous entry explains how to associate this character with WORK. The trick is to see 
AR TG 


REAL, actual, true "327 w2&5 practical use, utility 0047 
2 FRUIT, bear fruit 832 uv fact, reality 0080 
VEICSELY Uoicso<ue truly beautiful 0497 
oy @324 wm bearfruit, ripen 

A ADA) 2KOZX x2oO% nut, berry 0028 








Picture -* as the roof of a granary, and % as a pile of FRUIT, accumulating layer by layer 
(S4-6) during the harvest, literally the FRUIT of one’s labor. Thinking of FRUIT as the realiza- 
tion of one’s labor allows us to associate FRUIT with REAL/actual. Note the traditional form. 
ox SE 0497, 5€ 0498, FR 0599 





FOSTER, cultivate, raise to maturity ORBTS £5.44 foster, bring up, educate 
0489 


EF £5U foster/adopted child 0094 
F —— KTS s5eu46 train, educate, bring up 
Ay ss 0070 
SER RAE 4545 rest, recuperation, relaxation 0061 


O#€4 -Lez> foster, raise; raise animals 
0500 | Recalling that = is an abbreviated version of 32 sheep and that 2 0285 shows us an image 


# 184| of a good boy, visualize in this entry a sheep's raising its good kid. See the sheep spread its 
~|_ fegs (S7-8) protectively over its young, to FOSTER its safe and healthy development. 





























‘MODE, manner, way (of doing), style =| | tka £5L% mode, manner; style 0109 


2 FORMAL TITLE @pplARIC £5451 similarly, inthe same way 0182 
1#RF £457 situation, aspect; appearance; 

ae — indication 0094 

a ‘ARE HUE condition, state of affairs; sight 0400 
2 Fb EE xemadk Ms./Mr. Tanaka 0020, 0095 














0501 | The right half of this character shows us a way of writing == sheep and 7K water together 
* 75 | with a single vertical stroke (also note that in this version of water, we write its left-hand 
. portion in two separate strokes). It is easy to imagine that the sheep is standing beside a tree 
A (#), lowering its head to drink from a pond. Think of this as a funny MODE, style, or way 
VASES | of writing sheep and water(this is the only character in the course that has this combined 
0969 | form). V5 illustrates the usage of the second meaning, FORMAL TITLE. 



























SCHEME, project, plan di *& plan, scheme, intention 0298 
4 (0) x#<_ plan, project 0176 
Of>a! se35 undertaking, enterprise; company 
te — 0498 
Ti ' Og TS <heTS scheme; undertake, attempt 
Sbi(TH) RKB(A) ee 
AMTECH €2529e<HeETS plan/at- 
tempta terrible crime - 0296, 0055 








0502 | see as a mountain peak, and let 1k suggest a couple of mountain climbers stopping on 
their way to the summit to carefully plan a SCHEME for reaching the top. Associate JE stop in 
this character with the deliberate, careful planning of a SCHEME or project. 












'MUSICAL COMPOSITION 
> CURVE 






‘HHA &x<b25 melody, tone 0306 


‘Zit aurted excellent piece of music, famous 
TUNE 5 cco) oem heeds Cectmodt eee i seas 0269 


OVEHH xo%s< composition 0152 
@qHRA &a<eA curve, curved line 0210 
@iatS sxe [vil curve; warp; turn 










Saz 
(A'S) EUS) 












0503 Visualize HH as a pair of notes (S3-4) written on a three-line musical staff, representing a 
F] 73 | MUSICAL COMPOSITION. Now imagine a tune composed of many notes along this staff, 
| _ a melodious series of CURVES bending now higher, now lower, among the staff's straight lines. 








‘STANDARD WORK 1Etgh GTA encyclopedia 0080 
2 CANON, authority Ter UTA Chinese character dictionary... 0099 
Maru xz, classics; old book 0254 
FY 27H 15TA code of laws, statute 9139 
2 THIL LwsTA authority, source 0038 











0504 | Visualize a two-legged bookshelf, containing the STANDARD WORKS or CANON of one’s 

A 12 | discipline. Practice writing this entry and the previous one in alternation, remembering that 
the character with the two legs is a bookshelf containing the CANON. Note also that in the 
present entry $6 extends out both the left and right sides. 


ld 
[==] 
oo 





Lee) 

















‘RISE TO PROSPERITY, rouse up RASS x544% tise, bein the ascendant 





> 2 AMUSEMENT, interest mn eaue 
‘OMe 254.45 promotion ofindustry. 0698 
eae (ORAM! <icwze the country prospers 0075 
i“ @® _ . 
> ™~ BIB) BCH) ROK x25% interest 0273 


7A AAS #25465 be interesting, lial 








0505 | See as three entertainers ($1-13) performing on a stage (S14). 15-16 can be visualized as a 
F4 134) pair of viewers in the audience, or a pair of ramps teading up to the stage. Picture a rousing 
performance, one that excites much interest and AMUSEMENT, and that symbolizes through 
its vigorous movement the idea of RISING TO PROSPERITY. oa Hl 0506 


PALANQUIN “PEL al palanquin shrine carried in festivals 
{cf, 811 0862) 


(MAW ZL bridal procession; bride’s 
marriage into the groom’s home. ........ 0039 


Easily visualized as a covered litter or PALANQUIN, with Hi to suggest the idea of a carriage. 
Most often used in the words HUSH (V1) and (A) (see 42 0862), both read ASL and 


referring to the “portable shrine” used in Japanese festivals for carrying around a symbolic 
representation of the local tutelary deity. «= JH 0505 








DRAGON FA FH wwSeA dragon god, dragon king. . 0316 


ORF Yesz7 keel 0465 
WEAESF 434A Ryoanji [Zen temple in 

RONNOIS oo 2s bse acces tect aber fat 0096, 0382 

7A toes tornado 0458 











0507 | A mythical monster surfs on a bolt of lighting (cf. ‘lt 0155): behold the DRAGON, Pay s 
#H 212) attention to the traditional form, which is used in fifi BASKET (two entries below) and 9% 
RAID/INHERIT (1849). Learn to recognize the new and old forms interchangeably, 


pecial 


‘ WATERFALL HE)I| AeA rapids 0022 


PAT HID +417H50ke Niagara Falls 


~‘ 


~ Ven! = 
7,” 


Q508 | Now picture the dragon (#£) bathing in the water( Y) of a WATERFALL. 
AK 85 


Swe 
{A 
“0607 
#13 























" _ BASKET, confine (oneself) in OG 452. living in seclusion, retirement 
Bee 0255 
7 


; XT#E £545 garden lantern; hanging lantern 
i | 0440 


@ wy OE Cumc birdcage 0340 
Do 2(HS) CBS) O%%#% = be confined in, seclude oneself 
3|378) vacey ashut-in 0422 





This kanji uses the traditional form for dragon (HE, which was not standardized with the pre- 
vious two entries when it was added to the Joyo list). Close your eyes and imagine catching 

a dragon in a great bamboo (** ) BASKET, and then confining it in that basket for the rest of 
its days. 








_ (sign of) THE DRAGON |ORS4E poxL Year ofthe Dragon 





The character for (sign of) THE DRAGON resembles # 0091 LONG/CHIEF but adds a beard 
(lower part of $2). We can visualize, then, the long mane and beard often included in Eastern 
depictions of dragons. Fa 0507 is used to refer to the creature; the present entry refers only 
to the Chinese horary or zodiac sign associated with it. e# Tz 0091 


FARMING Op® 525 agriculture 0498 
ARE o5m farmhouse, farmer 0219 
FR(E msc land cultivation 0152 


LL Lwscales wartiors, farmers, 
artisans, and tradesmen [the fourclasses of 
Fdo-era Japan| 0: 





To perceive the idea of FARMING in this character, imagine that fie dragon has been forced 
into service as a draft animal, seen here plowing crisscrossing furrows in a farm field, which 
we'll represent just this once with HH. 








ee THICK, concentrated OVE me density 0280 
» WALES msHtS concentrate, condense 
: #X xx depth (of color); thickness, strength 
i] i il 
~ me Se las of coffee! 
/ . Bas OWWA-—TF w2—7 thick soup 
; HOW HsS2CU greasy, oily 0433 


0512 | The sight of ¥ water flowing beside the farming (Je) dragon should call to mind an image of 
7K 85 | THICK agricultural runoff, full of muddy sediment and various nutrients, fertilizers, and other 
additives the farmer mixes into it. Picture a THICK, gloppy, concentrated syrup. 























ABUNDANT SOK (aot. abundance of water 0027 

iM 1544 plump, corpulent 0179 

BYE 125% abundant harvest 0152 

: RY a BF 123A fruitful year 0117 
Dik OB DER ibtpe<ic rich country 0075 








= 


0513 Here we observe a pea (@.)-sized man carrying an ABUNDANT harvest on his back. 
@ 151 





2352. 
#113 


WA #602 GOL) lucky day 0001 
OW YE &6v auspicious event 0080 
Tit! #6045 #5L45) auspiciousomen 0496 
TX] &ox%«5 goodorillluck, fortune. 0296 
AL &L# Yoshida [surname] 0020 


When we see <E military man standing ona pedestal as in 7i, it will be helpful to see him as 
a particular kind of military man, the 7J-l: )} XL or sumo wrestler. Here we see the cham- 
pion of the tournament, standing on a pedestal (1) to be honored—this is his LUCKY day. 
Do not confuse with the “earth behind door” combination we saw earlier at J#] 0304. 


"STUFF "REDS es stuff, fill, cram 
? REPRIMAND ‘Flite S A 0% gaze at,watchintently. 0089 
RES ks be stuffed; be clogged 

By '4Qh £0 &3#1) constrained feeling, 

2(HS) O() -S() 3(¥S) awkwardness 

2 (%) QMS S seats cross-examine, question 

closely 5 

See the well-upholstered sumo fighter (+) use every gram of his massive weight to STUFF 
these words (ji) into the box beneath him. This image of cramming something with words 
also suggests jiti’s original meaning of REPRIMANDING someone, in the sense of pressing 
them hard with words of criticism or interrogation. 





\ ‘ 'TIE "HR o%< unity, union 0307 
? CONCLUDE “AES. Goss tie (up), bind 

‘$83 5 dress/do one’s hair 
ry | 2 EE to” conclusion, concluding remarks 


wy ee ost 0222 
) V EFS) WG) wUz) ‘ 
@$i i tto%e< afterall, finally, in conclusion 0256 


0516 Now we are in the sumo wrestlers dressing room, observing his topknot being TIED with 
¥ 120| thread (3) as he prepares for his match. M2 CONCLUDE is a natural extension from TIE. 

















le cs THROW Ty eaex throwing stones 0409 

' } i 2 SEND IN (to), submit TPE LoL pitcher 0046 
yei7S zur throw, cast, pitch; abandon 

: ? ke _ eH &5L% contribution, letter (from a reader) 

te WPS) 7a (Wy) es 

HEU S(=HET'S) £54 (=E99"S) throw, cast, 








7 I _ | pitch; send in/to; join; invest 7 
0517 | Now we meet the grapheme S¢ Jance, made up of XX hand and JL, whose three sides can 
+ 64 | with some effort be seen as representing the outlines of a lance’s shaft, viewed from one end 

ia UL by itself means tablecloth, but we'll ignore that when it appears inside 42), Thus here we 

see ¢ hand THROWING a /Jance. SEND IN (to)/submit is a derivative meaning. 











T SERVICE, duty, office(r) | 4237 Lx public{government] office..0249 
2. } | k (XB wcuva officer, leader, director. .0317 
4 2 &<Le actor, actress 0107 

, v7 Ly #22) <1) assigning parts; part, role, duty 
OPS e&<icé? be useful, be helpful. 0067 


The construction “lance ($2) + action (4) illustrates the idea of carrying out one’s military 
SERVICE. 
































KITS toFoss sink, submerge 0027 
Hix thie sunset 0001 
iRHAT 4S (¥e57% beabsorbed in 0142 


KY : WATS wr1cwsts be immersed 
absorbed in (one’s work) 0039 


WISTS taigoss be killed in battle/ 
action ein 0461 














Visualize the lance (4#) SINKING into the water(¥). As 2 is one of only two kanji in this 
course with the on reading *‘Y (and the other, #}) 2036, is much less frequently used), 

one might think of this as the sound of a heavy iron fance forcefully splashing as it falls into 
water. 


SET UP, establish OMUTS tous¢s establish, found, setup 
ee 0047 


~~. ' 


2er oT.) establishment, creation, setti 


—_— ng 
or , up; setting 0045 
— ty AL2LD Lttom private 0237 
| $9 (154) APTS eosATS poseaquestion 0452 


OWNS #546 setup, establish 


0520 | Think of a cavalry battalion, SETTING UP/establishing a formation for battle: 52 fance rep- 
= 149| resents their weaponry and 2% word represents their tactical discussions. The reading *t is 
~——~|_ easily remembered from the English SET UP. 





a 


alr 














' STEP, stage ABE WUEA stone steps 0409 


f 
? Ju FAR CHA fifth grade (as in karate) 0007 
; PRAM KAA terraced fields 0129 
ay PE) #A&1 program, plan, step, course of 
- ON ect pg irs twin etal wate tg coms 0059 
OFBF LA means, way, step 0046 





0521 | £ can be seen asa long pole with pegs inserted into it. Here we insert fances (SZ) into the 
52 79 | peg holes, to make a series of STEPS for climbing. 


KILL O#e XK. XA murder, homicide 0018 
AR vx suicide 0081 


RE soy (=#o0) murder, killing, 
———— assassination 0413 
yy +4 ty 


oO - . 
ZACH) -CA(L) RMF 24T Kill, murder 
ARLE VETSL murder; murderer. 0015 








4¥ 79 | Continuing along these lines, here we can see > as a pair of slash marks violently cut into a 
tree (#) with a lance (42), KILLING it, «= #l) 0523 


TEMPLE |O% AI wero famous temple 
TA 222 historictemple 


Hy ky 








0523 Again % suggests slash marks, now made by a sword ( lJ }. Let this symbolize a tree (4)-cutting 
7) 18 | ritual consecrating the construction of a new TEMPLE. An on-yomi compound with 
appears at AB 1410. os Fz 0522, All 0524 




















A ‘ CLIP, crop AJYIAC pyze prune 0192 
MJUHLS #WES mow, cut down, reap, harvest 
0059 
3 BENS £54548 shear sheep 
(HB) 0490, 0487 
EEX) <xot) mowing, mower 0144 
AIY AXA pwern harvest 0039 
0524 | Sword(' ) and slash marks (>): let this image suggest a machete or pair of shears, cropping 


73 18| or CLIPPING vegetation. «= #I) 0523 

















164 





PICTURE, painting Ogg ill] uw pictures, paintings, drawings. 0176 
REAR ANZA picture book 0031 
Rae S248) R&&LO picture scroll. 0458, 0172 


‘ . we \ORFMFE wkeA. classical Japanese decorative 
) \ \ painting 0039, 0236 
HRA 23.2. oil painting 0433 


0525 | review 2: 0226 and 4 0227. Here let # thread suggest a canvas, and let 2 meet suggest 
120} combinations of lines and colors painted on it: PICTURE, = ri 0526 


Ly 
ial 
1233 

112 































‘SUPPLY 
PAY 


p/n | 
1” 
0526) Let this character suggest the idea of “fitting (4+) with threads (3#)/’ i.e., “outfitting,” and by 


# 120| extension SUPPLYING. When the thing SUPPLIED is wages, the English rendering is PAY (M2). 
vw AE 0525, Wi 1106 


£2 ith x03 supply of oil 0433 
1 ARS vawd self-supply, selfsupport.. 0081 
18S Law provision, supply; grant 0373 
2 Af t7o%85 monthly pay (salary) 0023 
@ieAS aed hourly wage 0349 

















CIRCULAR COMMA PATTERN 





O=S-[! sexta circular pattern of three 
commas; Uhree-sided fight........ 








2N 


| bEA 








Depicts a CIRCULAR COMMA PATTERN used as a decoration in 4 = L (see #2 0506) and 
other Shinto architecture. Iwo of them together look like this: @. = E2296 











' ‘COLOR, character OF HBS (HOLES) blue 0130 
*EROS "BAER pasuH (=A ALES) complexion, 
4 countenance 
Sica Seen ———— OnE &La< characteristic 0385 
Ws lf 4 ep vseu.4e various kinds of 


@fa otk w4Act#v erotic, amorous 











0528) Here E! depicts a bent-over body with exposed buttocks, S1-2 suggest engaging in an 
4, 199| EROTIC act with this object. If we also think of it as an “/ro-tic’ (i.e., colorful) act, we can 
—| associate the ideas EROS and COLOR the same way Japanese speakers do. wa $3, 1272, gz: 
0342, ft 0726 


1748 
a1 6 


rf 




















VOICE Pi #vad tone of voice, style; tone [in 
Chinese phonetics} ....0000000....00........0906 


OFF SAU voice, sound O151 


2 
4 
—_ 
" : a 367 (dou. vocalization, utterance 0148 
tA Yar ay . 
22 Cp: FIA tur declaration 0024 
ORBO RW LCLeMzA voice of the reader 


| 0355, 0107 
0529 | Think of F* dooras a classroom door, this time with a two-paned window al the top. Though 


+: 33*| the classroom door is shut, the booming VOICE of a lecturing man of learning (<E) carries 
“<tyu| over the door(and through the two-paned window), reaching our ears. 








1880 
| 7 | 















EYEBROW 


ES 
xp 


| An eye(E)) with an EYEBROW over it. 







FATA] até. brow, glabella 0448 
OBE sau’ eyebrows 0487 


IW@OZ OS zipeuzHs knit one’s brows, 
frown 






















"VILLAGE, countryside 
? LEAGUE, Ai (about 3.9 kilometers) 


THX uta. villagers, country folk 
OF HL ssxe hometown, birthplace 0254 
THUD: x&724 homesickness 0056 
2G) Ld 0002 
‘@F-F as) 1000 ri, agreat distance 


—E Bh 
Though FH and = are unified in a single central vertical stroke, visualize them separately 
as rice fields and the fand adjacent to it, where the VILLAGE is located. Also means LEAGUE/ 
Ri (about 3.9 kilometers), which may be thought of as the typical distance, in former times, 
between one VILLAGE and the next. 






















: "REASON, logic OA MA% 5uTst rational, logical, 
' 2BASIC PRINCIPLE, law FRASONADIC. 0. .ceseeeccecceceegeceeees 0227, 0169 
, Ain ‘HEH 43 reason, cause, ground 0492 
, “MANAGE, put in order ___|? REE wa principle, theory 0208 
w y 3 {RHLA. uMHCA representative, agent, proxy 
4 s : 0071, 0015 

SMS vowss putin order, arrange; 

liquidate; retrench .0...0 oe 0308 





0532 | The hen form £ is an abbreviation of +E and signifies gem or round/spherical object. Here 
96) 44, made up of HA and +, refers to land with orderly parallel lines running through it. 
Combined with £, this is meant to suggest the grain of a gemstone, symbolizing REASON, 
logic, and PRINCIPLE, and by extension put in order/MANAGE., vw 3 0533 

















ar BURY, be buried MRT S tutosS pulllay] underground 
Fete eae A. RY cath hig, ws yn nee cad ens 0520 
\ OMS ZA guvgsot3_ be buried; fall into 
: oblivion 0519 
, : ia : : hic Hl S 261c5H2 buryin the ground 0030 
‘0 (tS) 384) 3(bH4) HE XH 458 being buried alive 0034 
OMMDILTS FH*#TS reclaim, fillin 0067 





0533] The only place where villagers desire to BE BURIED is in the earth (+) of their village (4). 
+.32| o% HE 0532 














"FIELD TSERF Ave plain(s), open field 0394 
2 WILD, rustic O4}F A field, sphere, area 0088 
| OFA: Seu wild 0036 
20 ©5295 wild fowl, wild bird 0340 
M- | Dfse e&3 opposition party 0319 


a 
ee) 











Review “* 0163. Here see ¥* as a sign posted at the edge of the village (7), pointing in the 
direction of virgin FIELDS. WILD and rustic are cognate meanings. 









2A 2<vA black person 

FANE Com Black Sea 0106 
ORu. <au. black 

ra 17 _ oo AS <u the black, surplus nove 

d a. <4 SAW) ABS L4<4 black and white 0076 















0595 | see » fire burning the village until it is BLACK. 


INDIA INK OK BB tuva<o India-ink painting 0027, 0176 

Sf tau% India-ink color 0528 

Off a2. India-ink painting 0525 

KP ——— BETS sta certificate, authorization; 
TH pape! bearing the signature of the shogun or 

MAVEN LOI. 5 viecccecsecoatnpqaceceerspeernee 0044 











0536 | So-called “INDIA INK” actually comes from the Far East, but may have originally reached 
+ 92 | Europe via India. Its kanji contains earth (+) because it was traditionally manufactured in 
BEL solid blocks, to be dissolved in water at one’s desk. Thus black earth was written to suggest 
Dp a solidified black pigment: INDIA INK. 


2400 








HD eBLA child’s mind [heart] 0054 
HBA &Se°A baby face 0180 


) 
ovr. 
; . OnE &5b nursery tale, fairy tale 0053 
Ee Ke | iE x¢e5 schoolchild 0099 
". 
nh 


CHILD 





bor OHO poxo children’s 














0537 | in this and the next entry, see 4 as a person (Hi taking on its secondary meaning head), 
Ww. 117| Here, picture a CHILD standing (12) on a grown-up’s shoulders. «@ 1459 


QUANTITY, weighit), measure OF AL large quantity, great volume. 0033 
BH wsdSA mass production 0181 
Hosa $525 quantity, volume 0909 


HLA wessvl-2 quality before quantity 
0318 






















Yay 


" tia (4) 
OS tty measure, weigh 








fH 146| squashed under a heavy load (thus also suggesting the character's secondary meaning 
weigh(t)). 1° Ht 0539 
















OB vesved weight 0538 
"#2 HR ave3% crane 0430, 0473 
OB sé heavy, serious 

@8iaS »xne [vt] pile up; stack in layers 
2THO HAA (=IcUwd) ona 


‘HEAVY 
? PILE ON TOP OF; layer, -ply; duplicate 














Yan Fay 
a BE) BEM) mead) 
A (%S) 












layer upon layer), and HEAVY (from the “ 


nt of so many lines all piled up). For examples of 
compounds using the #2" reading, see &. 0802, Fi 1177, and 4H 1718. ca Ht 0538, HE 
1004 





' " MOVE OB}< 5 [vi] move; operate; act 
. BOMeHAT Hsv4nesrHF move 
= 0 something heavy 0539, 0172 
7 OgyYy 53> animal 0172 
Fe ARHYRE e544 immovable property, reat 
: 32) 30 (MF) estate 0049, 0181 


BTS »ALSFS be moved, be impressed 
0327 








G540)| To perceive the meaning MOVE in this character, try to see power(7J) dragging a heavy (i) 
4 19. | weight from left to right. es 10) 0541, 8) 1732, #8 1778 


1583. 
Ale 














' : WORK SEMI) voesuma actual working hours 
0499, 0383, 0448 


Off) < ax5< work, labor; operate, function 
= {X= ttroeec worker, breadwinner — 0046 


is SEX &bi<%-5% working together; dual 
( a7 (4) income 0356 





To the last entry we now add 7, to convey the idea of human labor. See 4 busily WORKING, 
helping move (ili) the heavy weight from left to right. (8) is among the kanji known as [5] 
(= 1, national characters), which the Japanese created themselves based on the Chinese 
pattern; this is the only one to which they gave a pseudo on-yomi. = Bh 0540 


Oxf 455 (manual) labor, toil 0541 


SADA 45L3<4H0 labor union 
0541, 0244, 0227 


tx 432% labor, work, toil 0518 
7£4% (45 difficulties, hardships, labor 0405 
34 LAS cares, worries, anxiety 0056 


| To see the meaning LABOR, see *Y as drops of sweat covering (’ ”) a plow (7)). The dripping 
sweat suggests more arduous effort than what we could see in {# 0541, in keeping with the 
secondary meanings found in Halpern, such as “toil,’ “pains,’ and “fatigue.” Distinguish the 
top of this kanji from the top of “ 0065. 


OATS s45e6FS cooperate, collaborate 
0084 


fz #25nv» association, society 0226 
{#4 443645 cooperation, harmony 0306 
{81% 5225 agricultural cooperative 0511 
ths #25Tu agreement, pact 0045 









' ‘VARIETY, type FGA Lav kind, sort, species 0310 
} 3 2 SEED 1 FGM wolwm akind of, asort of 0002 
1 2 D4€O zmLem thiskind of 
pr —_ 2 ffi-F- Lal seed, pit 0094 
zy ota @25 MFG tt%eLOtta source of conversation 





0544 A SEED is the heaviest (if) part of a sheaf of grain (Fi), As a SEED can be thought of as the 
#115| extract or essence of an individual species, this character has also come to express the idea of 
~ | VARIETY or type. 


1128 


We |t4 














| SUB- 
: |2 PHONETIC [a] 


. | 





7 





Wi fi sLw subspecies 0544 
7 AN ror Asia 0239 
WTR £54 East Asia 0032 


Neatly divided among top, middle, and bottom, with two vertical lines passing between 
them. In this vertical relation we can perceive the relationship between master (SI) and 
SUBordinate (S7), mediated by $2-4. Note the traditional forms for this entry and the next 


one. 0s FB 1938 


77 4 








b4(.) DA B(L)* 





HESS Hots worsen, deteriorate 0120 
ETE H<vsstta bad terms 0119, 0118 
HRNE suva< the worst 0196 
OW4TUY paouascae bad/evildeed . 0055 


FEO 4<% (<H025) slander, abuse, foul 
language 0019 


0546 | The previous entry suggests a thing of subordinate rank. Here this refers to the lower regions 
of one’s heart/mind (-L’): the BAD part of one’s nature. «= ‘8 1939 


‘IMPORTANT, essential 
* SUMMARIZE 
* REQUIRE, required 


a7 
W(4) ware 





BF £5z (essential) element, constituent, 
0) 


factor 
“ME vedk5% important, essential, 
principal 
F207 méee>uvl keystone, cornerstone 0403 
OBTA!lS kag in aword, in short 
OPDVES wasws |need/want money; It 
takes money 0029 


IMPORTANT, REQUIRED items, which weigh down this woman ( ty), As for M2, to SUMMA- 
RIZE is to provide the IMPORTANT points. «= 2 1455 


"PRICE 
2 VALUE 


7 
Ba7Ou. 








“fy fill, 3% prices (of commodities) 0172 


yi =5a% expensive, high-priced . 0185 
TOK “us price of rice 0294 
2 pf {il ttu% reputation, fame 0529 


{MFO HfwtAXAM priceless, invaluable 
0017, 0029 


0548. Just this once, we'll see iff] as a kind of currency symbol (resembling a dollar sign with two 
A. 9 | vertical strokes), which a man (7 ) uses to mark an object’s PRICE or VALUE. 














WITHOUT FAIL, must |O.~H y-oks need, necessity 0547 
LPO woLM inevitable, necessary 0250 
VRB u->e<Le required reading _ 0355, 0079 
ey OY. yes without fail, certainly, necessarily 
DED (F) Vt Lb aessus notalways, notall 














0549 | Here we find a heart (Us) with a long stroke drawn across it, reminding us of the phrase 
it 61 | “cross your heart and hope to die’—a vow to do something WITHOUT FAIL. Note the stroke 
| order. 














OzEAA Leb proof, evidence, verification 0024 
13EH Lsdt7A testimony, verbal evidence 0051 


'PROVE; guarantee 
? CERTIFICATE 












13F A. LESicA witness, attester 0015 
vay” ”) 23 Usste bond, deed; certificate. 0079 


dar(L)* 22 Bat mw ALes membership card 
0226, 0317 





DISTORT, strain O76 AH puke< distortion 0503 

















BD puwe< stress 0084 

OZ’ watt (ute) [vil warp, distort, bend, strain 

ws = BMA! wa'ss (vata) [vil distort, bend, warp 
was(t) wat) WAS) HORA tHanuta time warp 

Os(D) OF(A) WUo 0383, 0448 











W551 | Not (AS) correct (AE): DISTORTED. 


'SAY NO 'AHETS utuvsS deny, negate 0045 


20R NOT OP wit rejection, voting down, negation 
5 nn | a | (renee eerie erry Prey eer cry 0330 
™ = = |? AF W250. good or bad, quality 0285 
t 247 &3u right and wrong, justice; propri 





Sq@,5 ety 
RC Rena Acer eC 0079 
a @ APS ...Suve® no sooner than...; 
(whether)... or not 


[W552] see the word “not” (48) emanating from a mouth (1): SAY NO. 5 4 2174 

















DEAL WITH, dispose of OME + ZB Lats manage, deal with, dispose 
of; process, treat 0532 


WLS} LaeA disposal, measure; punishment 
0088 


Mt Lst% deal with, dispose of 
MLE Use virgin, maiden 0093 








0553 Review Jil, 0425, where ) \ and JL are introduced. Visualize JL as a tablecloth draped over 
JL 16*| a table (we shall identify it with both these objects). Here, we drape a tablecloth over an 
angled rooftop (4) to DEAL WITH a leak. Only in this entry and the next one will angled 
rooftop not appear at the top of the character. Note the old form. 





GROUNDS, basis HLA &£TA strongpoint, base 0349 
“OFfFL xAx+ grounds, basis, authority 0284 
ARP Ax base, stronghold, headquarters 
0031 





OstHA L452 proof, evidence 0550 
SLPL TAs authority 0504 








In English one might use the word “footing” to refer to one’s basis. In this kanji, we must 
think of basis not as “footing” but as “handing”: picture a sure and solid hand ( #) backing 
up the action of dealing with (2L} something. Write this and the last entry in turn, recalling 
that when you add ¥, you refer to the basis or GROUNDS for dealing with something. 


'PLAN still tw plan, project 

2 COMPUTE, calculate TRtal tottus design, plan 
223t augue account, finance, bill 
ae |@f8t wore» sum total, total 
lda(4) (a2(65) 2A tte clock, watch 








Of the number kanji, — ten is among those most often appearing inside other kanji. Here 
see it as an instrument for COMPUTING or calculating (by tens) the number of words (#) ina 
document. This character also means PLAN, from the idea of calculating one’s actions. 

oe FJ 1024, ae 2165, aT 1023 


fet 645LA long[{minute] hand 0091 
OF St 1£5LA. course, policy, plan 0173 
OSt& ituatts wire 0029 
| SOK isuMase eye ofaneedle 0397 





























\ ‘WHOLE, total RATA #5u-FS total, sumup 0555 
} i, ° 2 GENERAL OMG FS £3c¢5¢H synthesize, integrate 

10 0227 

—| 1A 45145 gross weight/volume 0538 


7% 4 YO 
) yj " . 2782 23500 general meeting 0226 


@eeWt KE Zayeu vA prime minister 
0532, 0033, 0484 





0557 | Let 2 public and “UY heart/mind represent two opposite realms: public stance and private 
# 120| feeling. See the thread stretching from top to bottom to tie together both realms, thus unify- 
Z le ing the WHOLE, or GENERAL totality. 

hiss 


4261 
4114 











454h &5eu. outside the window 0266 
OA Let> carwindow 0125 

SHA keHSA windowpane 

“B® cueske double window... 0003, 0539 


W 
Og sees teller window, counter; teller, 
contact 0019 


(74): a WINDOW. 


ust | To get some fresh air to supply your heart (+9), stick your nose (2) out through a large hole 
K 116 


3 wae (=405L) bow and arrow 
OEM »use arrow[mark] 

545 8% arrowhead 

#2 v<e poisoned arrow/dart 

SF em Yano [surname] 





As in 7% 0270 we see the curving strokes pointing up toward heaven, but here an ARROW 
blade (ST) has been added to make sure we fly straight there. 2¢ will sometimes mean 
straight when it appears as a component inside other kanji. See note at entries 0565-66. 
vw K 0270, % 0563, A 0566 








’ KNOW O%1% Us know, be aware of; perceive 
4089 7% intellectual, mental 0169 
JASI® Le36M known toall 0304 
F OMS S 2356TS notity, inform 0159 
L(4) L(6#S) L(NS) 4 40. Lau’ acquaintance 0227 











0560 | Mouth (\4)+ arrow(2): the mouth of a person who KNOWS shoots arrows. Once you've 
4c 411| associated the arrow with “KNOWledge,’ try to see the mouth blowing out arrows of true 
KNOWledge. c= “€' 1093, #1] 0236 


1041, 


18 

















_ "MEDICINE "EES «sare medical science, medicine 0099 
’ ?DOCTOR 1 BEA wvevy medical college 0039 

1 Be ue< medicine, drug 0303 

4 — ‘PER An vwe<vA pharmaceuticals, medicines 

0303, 0301 

®R# we doctor 0107 











0561 | Imagine the enclosure is a human thorax. The DOCTOR's job is to reach in and pull out the 
C 23*| arrow (4). Note that the enclosure has been modified to |_ from the virtually identical form 
= LE, seen in the radical field to the left. The same is true for all the kanji in this course having 


Be this radical, ea FE 1802 
2583 


| 7 


fie 











WT) tkA&3 dagger 0085 
OFGHN zA shortterm 0486 

SUS. *A% short temper 0126 

‘UH ttALs shortcoming, defect 0249 
O#Gv. sumer short 


TMS A LowxsstS lose one'sjob 0490 
O425 35L%5 lose, miss 

"HAA #5U%5 lose sight of 0083 
242 Loa slip ofthe tongue 0051 


@424L Lome rudeness; bad manners; Excuse 
me 0319 








Looks like 2¢ 0559 ARROW, but here we've SLIPPED (up) and gone too far—right past the 
pearly gates of heaven (XK 0270). Like games of guessing in which one is disqualified for 
going over the mark, in writing 2 we automatically LOSE, for our arrow has passed beyond 
the largel. See note at entries 0565-66. wa 2 0559, JS 0565, AS 0566 








| IRON $k 1. 225 ironworker; blacksmith 0108 
SE Coz steel/iron frame 0465 

OPW c2e5 railway 0158 

py | HUSK bac subway 0187, 0040 


BEOA-FY CoMh-FY ironcurtain 











G584)) iRON is a metal ($) that readily rusts or oxidizes, which is to Jose (22) matter in a chemical 
4 167| reaction with oxygen, 3° fMl 2069 


1527 
| 13 

















ne 


0567 | 


0568 
A 70 





‘HUSBAND OLicAeboT woklcboT onbehalfofmy 
THIER Ast ex-husband 0113 
TJEK. UA wife, married lady, Mrs. 0015 

oe 2g ye @ 2 

ase FBSE m3. peasant, plowman 0st) 
2K tess: sailor 0027 








Memorize the reading 43-2 © and its meaning, HUSBAND. Write ofto in cursive roman letters the nor- 
mal way, with a single stroke crossing both t’s, then a special way, writing a single t crossed twice, 
as in J<. Associate this special “double t" with olto, HUSBAND easily suggests M2 MALE LABORER... 
Now a note on differentiating A 0270, 9S 0559, 4 0563, JE 0565, and Ae 0566. The last one 
is unique in having tree. The other variations are a) the presence/absence of the pointing arrow 
blade; and b) whether the upward-sloping strokes end at the top stroke or pierce through it. In 
(continued) ear % 0270, 2 0563 


O4: Users vermilion, Chinese red 
4RIA) Lietc< red ink pad 
AA Lost. flushed face 
RESTS Lolets writeinred 


(Continued)... which we associate with HEAVEN, 2& adds a pointing ARROW blade to aid our 
course to this desired destination. 4¢ overshoots the target and thus LOSES. Je has no arrow 
blade so it can be seen as a cursive “t" crossed twice for doubling, as in otto. Je cannot mean 
HEAVEN because the sloping strokes don’t end precisely at the top stroke. And as noted above, 
the present entry can be distinguished from A 0559 and 4= (1563 by its (ree grapheme, which 
suggests that its short SI is not a pointing arrow blade but a leaf. Though Japan’s fall colors are 
much anticipated, this Jeafhas not yet (AS) tured VERMILION, 8% A 0271, 2K 0559, AE 0563 


STOCK, stub PEAR mtta. share [stock] certificate D456 
PEE pStL stockholder 0385 
FRA wxie stock price 0548 


Ope Kat mailaewLe joint stock corpora- 
tion 0109, 0226, 0314 


EYER Sasi stump 0086 


The word “STOCK” derives from the Old English stoc(c), meaning “tree trunk.’ This kanji like- 
wise refers both to corporate shares and to the stump of a tree. Because the exposed inside 
of a tree often has a reddish hue, vermilion (4&) tree (#) can suggest a tree trunk cut down to 
a stump or stub. 


Og he »#< family, household 0219 
FAR LAS relative(s) 0276 
FeMe #A#< race, people, nation 0477 
74x PARE the Ainu (people) 
au—3—jk o-5-7< roller-skating devotees 





‘Here see a person (73) holding out a red (“~) with arrows (28) hanging from it. Once you 


have seen the image clearly, associate it with an arrow-wielding tribe or FAMILY. ea Jif 0569 

















TRAVEL OFRFT W473 travel, trip 0055 


ae i 
’ WEE YaewA Japanese inn 0291 
} ) ° RAE Vetta passport 0456 
Vs | SR Be teueeUt solitary travel 0346 

me OF AUD setoffonajourney 0067 





WER) see € as the folds and pleats of a garment, similar to 42 0700 GARMENT. Thus here we see 
47. 70| a person(J7) carrying his garments on a journey, neatly illustrating the idea of TRAVEL, 
ve WE 0568, tie 0572 








1 PLAY OyexK —p55< amusement 0302 
2TOUR OME Ss) HtG play 


’ "HUSA stor playground 0445 











2 - 2° 30°< traveling to study, study abroad 
» AES) be AULT) ie a) CHEEe Tr. ) CRTTREECrGY (el Teer eee ee cee ee 0099 
Oye yu> foreign tour 0266 





W570) tere picture 77 as the child (Y's parent. The two are taking a TOUR on one of those minia- 


#. 162| ture trains that make leisurely loops around amusement parks. The child wears a hat (*~) for 
~—~| the outing. Learn to associate the image with fun and PLAY. 


2709 
| 12 

























‘EXECUTE 1 Hii Lee administration, government. 0246 
1 2BESTOW ‘Shs S Colts carry out, enforce, sae 
seat k he bende a osc epi os Pad ease aD Dae teste 0 
L rs - Optiz Le> equipment, facilities 0520 
ee (+) Offie (ext conduct, perform, execute; 
a bestow, apply 





2 HL weZL alms, almsgiving 


| 


0571 | Now 77 isa shaman, holding out a scorpion (tH) at the end of his rod (7). Using this talis- 7 
4; 70 | manic creature, he EXECUTES rituals, and BESTOWS blessings. 


\ GYRATE O}@ |G] +Ad> revolution, rotation, circling 
0050 
? 
4 heli ATA gyration, revolution, rotation 
—————— 224 


He/B, eA.3t5 whirlwind D425 
FEBE Leata. good offices, mediation... 0304 





0572 | JC is identical to the right/correct grapheme in 5. except that it looks like it has broken its 
4 70 | “nose.” We'll give this the meaning of broken or deformed. Here see Fas a showman hold- 
~~] ing out a grotesquely deformed creature at a one-ring circus, GYRATING around the ring in 
rapid circles so that all the spectators can see it. «= Af 0569 


0862 
{11 























4 5 FLAG OBE x2 national flag 0075 

: HEF aL standard-bearer 0046 
Y | *EIE aA% flag at half-mast 0335 

J * 0 OMe x04. situation 0528 

> ‘ tke AHR ciatt: semaphore [hand] flag 0046 


0573 | We learned back at 3H 0485 to see FL as bound. Here see it as a number of stripes bound 
+5 7) | together into a FLAG, held from a rod (*~) by 47. 





OWT S muizsss release, setfree 0345 
BOATS e5HTS set fireto 0026 
BGK 12543 broadcasting 0455 
ORY OMe taet let go, release 
aC) -(CONPR(L) (ke (>) “2 j4%-> emit; discharge; release 
hte (4S) 139(4) 





| In the children’s game “Prisoner,” you must tag the prisoner to turn her loose from the other 
team’s prison. Let # represent this image of striking (AZ) a person (/7) to LET her GO, As is 
true with the next entry and with some other kanji containing AL strike, it is best to visualize 
AC striking the adjoining grapheme. w= (il 1353 


"VIOLENT, intense [7 Baa \WWaea fierce/hard-fought battle 0461 


? AROUSE, excite “MMF waests shake violently; be 
thrown into turmoil 0540 


—— TBE Gram (tom) intensification, aggrava- 
We tion 0120 


ISE(LUY) TMC WHEL tef Lua: strong wind 0425 


MRM TS pAWEFS bedeeplymoved. 0327 


water(¥) (i.e., spraying them with the foamy white water of a water cannon). One sample 
compound illustrating M2 AROUSE/excite is given here; others appear at Fil] 0935 and Jah 
2037. war BY 1507, fil 1508 


m4 PASTURE, tend cattle BUT S w3e<FS pasture, putto grass 0574 

. OWeMy <wad stock farm, pasture D445 
' © #4i% pasture, grazing land 

: KT 7 a He ix¥<45 pasture, grass 0146 

£3 MEAL 31F< nomadism 0570 














0576 | Depicts striking (AZ) the cattle (4) to make them go out to PASTURE. Remember, the mean- 
4 93 | ing will be easier to recall later if you visualize this action taking place inside the kanji itself, 
rather than merely using the two graphemes as analytical clues. we #X 1695 


0776 
tf | 8 














' ’ "RANK THUAZ x» status, social standing, position 0187 
; 2 POSITION OAT GL Lies’ first place, leading position 0157 
>. 'SEAL at<ur academic degree 0099 
4 |? {if <Au» transposition, displacement 0224 

, {buy CBW 2AOTRY A <auMu<uve person oflow 
rank 0479 











0577. 4 manand XZ stand suggest “a man’s standing’; that is, his RANK, or the POSITION where 
A9 | he stands, v= HF 0069 





Silt S 5809FS wail, lament 0300 


Rid 4S #Axw3TS weep with emotion, be 
moved to tears 0327 


HE a cry, weep, sob 
WLSBA meas tear-stained face 0180 
WARY wec’A tearful voice, crying 0529 








LAUGH, smile OWS <Ue5 forced/strained smile 
O84 55 laugh, smile 
SEW EH bouvdel funny story 
yay St at smile; bloom 
bS5(4) ACD) O** BE aates smiling face, smile 





With a little effort, this can be seen as the squinting eyes and split cheeks of a person who 
is LAUGHING or broadly smiling. Note how the first stroke of XX differs in angle and direc- 
tion from that of % 0270. Except in the special combinations noted in Appendix 1, stanting 
strokes are always written downward. 0 7 1442 








EXCLUSIVELY, entirely OHA A453 exclusive/private use 0047 
Hil] AA specialty, profession ...... 0447 
BPR «Asam specialist 0447, 0219 
BIE ¢Aigu. monopoly 0953 
—_ L. * ire, BREED S0F5EAFOWTHS 
devoting oneself exclusively to writing cal 








D580! Recall =} outstretched arm. See what sits above it (2) as a large cauldron with a mixer 

<} 41 | inserted into it (4~); we'll refer to this hereafter as a (mixing) cauldron. The idea to perceive 
in this kanji is that this ae outstretched arm is lifting the entire huge cauldron by itself 

Ha (i.e., EXCLUSIVELY), 0 FA 0581, [4 0983 

















‘ | FAVOR, kindness OUEEE &ottu' special favor, partiality 0385 
OWE 6a wisdom, intelligence 0560 
“HE <a bestow a favor, show kindness to 
yh HAA <a favor; blessing 


4’ ‘“ ™" we) EMC paen<e givealms 029 





0581 | A big cauldron () full of heart (-tD) (ie., love) implies kindness or FAVOR. Note the tradi- 
it) 61 | tional forms of this entry and the previous one, which set the pattern for characters based on 


a i, nee EB 0580 
GN! 

2315 

45110 

















| LINK, connect 13H fAz3 combination, union, alliance; 
! : iation 02 
21N SUCCESSION, in a row Reale 
~; “i tLS ong take along, bring along 
‘ ae GENS nAe<¥S continue, occurin 
F vy succession 
= 25 (%S) DHS) O(HS) (i) |? BB kAnALS fourwinsina row ee 
0006, 








Oif 4a 25h putinarow, join 


0582 ‘Visualize asa flatbed truck (1_) transporting cars (#2), and imagine the cars lined up IN 
#. 162| SUCCESSION from front to back on the truck bed, LINKED together from bumper to bumper. 
oar 3 0584 





ARMY, military OWA «AA soldier, military person. 0015 
BAD caves militaryforce. 0080, 0084 


FEAB <A. military authorities, the we 
0 











2 <o<v. airforce 0998 
QUE veeu<A women’steam — 0093,0128 


1 CARRY, transport 13B2% 54.45 shipping, transportation 0455 
2MOVE OiRSs tk73% carry, transport 

3 FORTUNE, fate 2) 543 motion, movement; exercise 0540 
lay si (ss« SE Adu fortune, fate, destiny 0232 
t£= (35) OUR AE. 348%mSu out ofluck 0546 








0584 | The army(#) is on the MOVE: a flatbed truck (_) is CARRYING an armored vehicle towards 
#. 162) its assigned position. M1 CARRY is associated with M3 FORTUNE/fate via the notion that FOR- 
| TUNE and fate CARRY us along toward our destiny. «= #. 0583, 3 0582 




















LOTUS AVE %&<nA lily magnolia; cucumber tree; 
Magnolia liliflora 0028 

OAM (ciina (thirteenth: esniiGOuncene 
the Nichiren sect of Buddhism]............. 0001 
Ey Mi}, ites lotus pond 0188 
i OM DFE txtooidt lotus flower 0121 
MOA is¢Ob lotus root 0284 














0585 | The LOTUS grows very densely across the surface of water, sometimes obscuring the surface 
jm) 140| Of a pond completely, For this reason, we can easily think of a LOTUS pond when we see this 
image of plants (++) linked together in tight succession (31). 


PARTY, corps MERE “AKL army, troops 0583 
BARE nau regiment 0582 
48 PR o<tev» musical band 0302 

OSE situs unit, corps, party, squad 0068 
eA zuve<er forma party, lineup... 0264 








"Recall the pig grapheme 2 from IR 0218. When you see the pig with two strokes added at the 


top (2x), see them as the two straps of a backpack passing over its shoulders, and picture it 
as a specially equipped pig commando. | hills completes the picture of a hillside encampment 
of pig commandos: PARTY/corps. ea ME 2211 


= Tues presentation. 0041 

HESS Lats proffer, present... 0191 
OBARTS tcuwss exhibit, present 0311 

2I4 tw give, present; show, present 


“E190 | box 1-1, PRESENTED to the king (2) by ceremoniously placing it on top of his head! This 
kanji must be compared carefully with $& 1679 PRESENT, which it resembles in both meaning 


and appearance. e@ A: 1678, Fi 0588, tt 1679 








\ ; ‘EXTENT OPARE cue degree, extent, standard 0290 
| 2 ESTABLISHED FORM 'HeFE vec itinerary; distance to be ae 
? 
: “ a —|O%24 jaeige moderately 
" ak ay 2 C# 25 process of manufacture, work 
R schedule, amount ofwork ............ 0... 010 
@yAFE Tu process, course 0464 








0588 | In former times, rice {#) was presented (24) to the king as tribute. For each vassals tribute 

4 115| there was a fixed measure or EXTENT, as well as an ESTABLISHED FORM and procedure for 
presenting it to the king. Thus let “presenting rice" suggest the carefully measured EXTENT of 
one’s rice tribute and the precisely patterned FORM for presenting it. «= == 0587, #2 0589 


1100. . 
Hy | 12 














| * HOLY Om # wo.Le Bible 0079 


! 
, 2 SAINT ‘HAZE LAs holy, sacred, divine 0316 
; VAY Y EY IORK zyrey7oE 


10 ae Olympic flame/torch 0026 
SE 2HATO #uwso SL Peter 
Lh) 


; | — 
“0589 | A wise king (=E) turns his ear(3]) toward the mouth (C1) of a HOLY man/SAINT. «= 42 0588 
Hf 128 








_| 

hb 

113 
(sign of) THE OX OF-4E 5LeL Year of the Ox 


0590 | Like 4 0116 CATTLE, the sign of THE OX is pronounced 7 L. In H: we view a long-horned 
OX head-on, such that the vertical lines represent both the sides of its body and its legs. Its 
head is lowered, so all we see is its back (upper box), its long horns (3), and its tail sticking 
out at the upper left. $4 is the ground. «= 4 0116, Z 0007 





STRING, cord | ltt uso strings attached, conditional 
0064 
Ott <s04 drawstring [as for closing a bag] 
0019 
FAH <aoe braid 0264 
ALEKS vseesds tiea string 0516 











OME mbud eather strap 0591 

VE 3E xeSmb cowhide, oxhide 0116 

23% »<LA_ innovation, reform, renovation 
0275 


‘LEATHER 
? REFORM, change 







[a7 ab 
Oe A m<svs revolution 0232 


223% su< reform, reformation 0429 








0592 | Visualize an animal skin converted to LEATHER and stretched out for drying. S1-4 show an 

# 177| intact head with horns, the box beneath it shows the portion of the skin covering the thorax, 
and the bottom portion of the character shows the skin of the hind limbs and tail. Associate 
M2 REFORM/change with the idea of converting an animal skin into LEATHER. «= # 1012 


“263 | 


al 


































ee SHOES HHL <Ax militaryshoes, combat boots 0583 
) \ CHET <oLx socks, stockings 0040 
ses rn MBH 5A25<¢2 sneakers 0584, 0540 

4 @LEA <a shoe polish 0536 
MLA <-> shoelaces 0591 











SUITCASE, bag HFS wXABS private secretary, lackey 0386 
FH wsauwiga bluebag — . 0130 


WRAT#HR VszSenXA traveling case. 0569, 0055 


















SKIN; leather BE us< leather, hides ; 0592 
Ope FA) utc< cynicism, sarcasm; irony 0216 
EK wath fur 0487 
+7 xe3u cowhide, oxhide 16 


OnR+-4¢M KF WKI+OMrb banana peel 











‘G595 | Recall ~ cliff Notice there’s an extra serif at the right edge of the cliff here ( *), which sug- 
gests that the cliff is especially craggy. 53 traces the line of a hands (€ first slide down the 
craggy cliff, a line now marked by a trail of scraped-off SKIN. ea 52 0373, Bt 0374 





@RR 1e>< breach of contract 0170 
Opg)R ta&a< collapse, catastrophe... 0256 
mM S &<1at% read through (to the end) 

0355 










/* 


PHS) PHS) 






ALS wroaees break througha 
siege 049 


OmkiS she be torn; be ruined 




















° THIRD PERSON PRONOUN, boyfriend/ f2FX wae he/she and |, they and we, both 


2 | girlfriend sides 0221 
0399 





» {k= pro they 
= = OAREG ae he; boyfriend 0476 
DR DO Ojete move she; girlfriend 0099 











0597 Because 7 is used to refer to one’s boyfriend or girlfriend, you'll remember it best by linking 
4 60 | its elements (go/act and skin) with a memorable personal story involving your own beau or 
= belle. 


WAVE, undulation ALM tteix wharf, quay 0042, 0445 
WER #525 wavelength 009! 


ORM caw electromagnetic waves, radio 
—_—_—_—— ————| waves 


aN a 
Fai Ag shortwave 0562 


tro 
ORT teat wavyshape... 0147 
faisus waveform 











‘FRUIT, result VRE pu fruit, berry 0499 

2 ACCOMPLISH; come to an end TAKER rug result, fruit, outcome 007¢ 
Oge (toe result, outcome, consequence D516 
2 T tes carry out, accomplish 


w 
Idee (4H) -taeECT) 120TH) @E< ttete cometoanend 
AK(TA) tk(T) 


0599)! Visualize this character as a square-shaped cluster of FRUIT (FH) growing on a tree (AX). Now 
*75| take a few moments to associate this concrete image of FRUIT with the figurative ideas “come 
to FRUITION” result, ACCOMPLISH, and come to an end, <= Ft 2121, Fe 0647, FE 0499 








tes 1 ASSIGNMENT, task, lesson 1 ABER UAL personnel section. 0015, 0080 
— 7 ASSIGN, impose, levy OE ws45 section chief 0091 
— OBA »s< school subject, course 0021 
‘rn . y LT RE aeTus course, curriculum... 0580 
p 22+ S #tS impose (a tax or other obligation) 





0600 | The time has come to pick the fruit (4), and a corvée has been levied upon us. See 7 as 

= 149| the words of a plantation foreman imposing on us our task, and ASSIGNING each of us to a 

specific work crew. When ih is used in reference to a course of study, the English rendering 
would not be task but lesson, #2 jt 2122 


1423 
‘#6 | 15] 

















NEST BW tf leave one's nest; become 
independent 0067 


THA 84 old nest, one’s former haunt...0254 
r Ove % Hi sag empty nest; sneak thief... 0398 
A FEDY geod spiderweb 

RLS +S nest 0509 














wy suggests a few twigs arranged at the top of a /ruit (=) tree: a NEST. There are not many 
words using 4's on-yomi, but you can find one at BN 1141 and another at fit 1843. 
ow Ii 0462, Ye 0602 


BHF swe confectionery, cake, sweets 0094 
3LFJB we» confectionery shop... 0094, 0252 


OFMZEF- ba*L Japanese-style confection 
0236, 0094 


OF RA-F- £3e'L Western-style confection 
0491, 0094 


ho _s Slee as a _— 
0602 | With a little processing (namely, adding an herbal garnish ++), fruit (48) becomes CONFEC- 
wht 140| TIONERY. « 3 0601 


FEI ap (=bem) teaand cakes, refreshments 
0602 


OFIH 43 (bees) tea ceremony 0158 
HOH bene livingroom 0448 
HOB teow tea ceremony 0446 
3K 6eu% light brown 0528 





= ae, ‘WORLD, public OHOrh sae» the world, society, life . 0035 
2 AGE, generation O+tFY 2ttA world society; the public, people 

0448 

Te THit Lot success inlife; promotion 0038 

ts Otte wuse century 0428 


2 HEAR +72u. generation 0071 








0604 | See Si and 55 asa great celestial Creator, reaching out Its hand (S1) to hold the whole WORLD 
—. 1 | (S2-4), In this same sense of creator and created, now see S1 and S5 as a parent holding its 


| child ($2-4), a vivid image of one generation or AGE begetting the next. In time, the small “L’ 





shape at the center (S2 and $4) will replace the large “L” shape below it (S5). 




















4 167 





: | LEAF RR 2AdoL03 Collection of Myriad 
Leaves|ancient poetry anthology]. ..0018, 0198 


Boit dor leaf, foliage 
————— SEA take cigar 0458 
rm ORE# ine postcard 0079 
EB xeix word, term; wording; an 








Intuitively suggests the foliage (++) that sprouts forth from a tree (AX) in successive genera- 
tions (1H); LEAF. Until you are able to immediately perceive the character's meaning in its 
image, use generation as a semantic clue suggesting the part of the tree that periodically 
renews itself. va JE 0606 


ABANDON, throw away OBESE tava discarding, abolition, annulment 
0149 


TRRET S iat break (a treaty), annul 0596 
WLHET A (g5et abandon, resign 0574 


HTS £5x¢% abandon, give up, throw 
away 0517 
CKce $74 abandon, give up, throw away 





| Recall 25 reach down with bent arm, introduced back at Ef 0489. Here see someone reach- 
ing down with a bent arm to place a piece of trash into a wastebasket (TE) buitt on top of a 
short tree (AX). This illustrates the act of throwing away or ABANDONING something. 


oe BE 0605, if 1232 


Ofte weirs (“We<Ls<) green 0528 
fEFE Ve<be green tea, Japanese tea. ..0603 
SEH 3<Ue3 verdigris, copper [green] rust 

0130 


Yay OF —— 
ere EGFR £502¢% chlorophyll, 0605,0132 
TRERE o5e<Ls< darkgreen. 0512,0528 





-|. is another version of three-fingered hand, seen before at = 0079 and at 24 0141. Now 
picture using three fingers to dip a thread (#) into an algae-filled pool of water (this is the 
| five-stroke version of waterwe first saw in 43 0501), so as to dye it GREEN. ea #% 0610 














RECORD, register O2Nge-+S #4<¥% record, register; set a record 
0427 

$F 4<BA sound recording 0150 

gs — —————} $l 4<# video recording 0176 
Hee &<4< catalog 0021 

4$$R 54< appendix, supplement 0064 











| Here picture as a photosensitive metal plate that has been exposed to light. Now picture 
using three fingers (=) to dip the plate into a special water-based chemical solution that 
will permanently fix the RECORDED image. While # and #& were decades ago modified to 
fax and $2, the next entry is still officially listed in its old form. 




















' ’ | STRIP OFF, peel off, come off | ORN< vx peel, take off 





‘ | WXIRS tes strip off, tear off 0059 
4) 4 ta shellfish removed from the 
| ] AZ $= shell 0060 
ff QS) (k(BMNS) 1) a) aR usa peel off, strip off 0422 
CUPel” CG)” 





0609 | Learn to recognize this kanji interchangeably with #1), an accepted variant. In fat and 3% we | 
J) 18| dipped objects into water in order to fix a color or a recorded image upon them. Now we 
= reverse the process, dipping an object in water to loosen its coating, then using a Knife ( ) 


¥l] to STRIP it clean. A sample on-yomi compound appears at AE 1657. 









1 EO) BRAM unrelated; having no relatives 





"RELATION 
7EDGE 







1 ff W2AA blood relation 0198 
== ee VBeWS 2zA6%S sever relations 0086 
@ Il OR +5055 edge ofa dish 0197 







wb 





248i] AANA. border, edge; relations 0195 





# 120| $9 not only as the EDGE of the sty but also as the point of RELATION between the pig and its 
“| master, Take a moment to let the two English words fuse into one image in the kanji, depict- 
ing something that is at once an EDGE and a point of RELATION. «3 ff 0607 















$y $4 puree help, support, aid 
Of. pecs intervention 0039 
SPHET SD HuxUFS lie between 0406 


SPELT S wuss worry about; concern 
oneself about 0151 


BHT sBeomL meddling; busybody 0391 


MEDIATE, lie between; shellfish 














0611 | Though 4¥ resembles the umbrella-like shape of a jellyfish, see ~ as a hard shell, for JP 
K.9 | sometimes denotes shellfish, as in £.9P (% XV), fish and shellfish, seafood). Its principal 
~~] meaning, MEDIATE/lie between, is visible in the way the long tentacles (3-4) lie between 

the two halves of the shell. Visualize the tentacles interposing themselves between the two 
opposed halves and MEDIATING between them. 







"WORLD, area OH FR sta» world, universe 0604 
2 BOUNDS, boundary ‘ESF tue political world/circles 0245 
13652 2¢15u1 industry, business world ., 0498 
TAAL ptomery academicworld/circles 0099 
@a 9 wAse boundary, limit, bounds 0262 


0612! Asin the last entry, Zt’s tentacles fie between two halves, here interposing | themselves 

1H 102| between two rice fields (HH). This illustrates the idea of a boundary between two areas or 
WORLDS. Bear in mind that 37 refers more often to the WORLD delimited by a boundary 

Hy} than to the boundary itself. «= 1 2096 

2220 


| 9 








































-> FLOATING, transient OWA aed buoyancy, lift 008% 

™ WP iPS EAA 580% float, rise to the surface 
0041 

4 

~ ' | PPR sa.ka_ ukiyo-e, Japanese woodblock 
ee | prints (“pictures of the floating world”) 0604, 0525 

3(X) FNS) F(A) FOR) [CDH AS cosicsinss come across one’s 
’ mind 0056 
K-bEGF MAD A—pesens launchaboat 











0613 | A claw(*7) tries to push a baby under water (comparing the heights of ¥ and +, the baby 
XK 84 | appears momentarily to be submerged), but the baby’s body fat keeps making it FLOAT to 
the surface. This would be a good time to review #L 0160. «= #L 0160, 4 0614 









1 ‘ | GENERAL OFFICER OFF Lsd¢A commander, general, shogun 
r 0583 
2 i) 
‘Y <Q? 4% L523 officer, commissioned officer 
0103 
™% vay AA AUvLeS admiral, general; old chap, 0033 
SEX} Leled captain 0365 
OY$3 Lxdsus future; in the future 0274 





1 is short for JI, visible in the traditional kanji forms of this entry and the two that follow. 71 
is an unlisted kanji meaning “half of a split tree trunk” (we'll see the other half at Fr 0922). 
On this basis, take 4 to mean a wooden block or tablet for carrying important messages, 
here grasped by a claw(**) at the end of an outstretched arm (sf). Visualize a GENERAL 
OFFICER holding out a fab/ef with important instructions and commands for his subordinates. 
4 also has the meaning “will” or “about to occur,’ restricted to V5 and compounds built from 
it. ca 3E 0615, 7F 0613 











422% L254< promotion of scholarship 0099 


Ogee & Lxaet<ea. scholarship/grant 
0099, 0029 











Let ~ big suggest a “grand” (magnanimous) gesture from the general officer (4) down 
toward his subordinates: kind words of ENCOURAGEMENT. fo visualize this kanji’s meaning 

clearly, it’s useful to see the grand gesture moving from top to bottom, as from a position of 
higher status toward one of lower status. «= 4& 1591, 1% 0614, #4 2128 








OFZAR ttswsed shape, form, configuration. 0147 
2 CONDITION, state "WARD 24b290 liquefied 0468 
3 LETTER, note 24K Lede market condition 0351 
lay 7 ~ |@2LdR puted thank-you letter 0313 
HK i&<ved confession 0076 


"FORM, shape 


























If one’s dog(X) could etch out a message on a wooden tablet ( | ), what would it write? 
Imagine the dog of someone you know writing a LETTER of complaint about its living CON- 
DITIONS. Associate M1 FORM/shape with M2 CONDITION/State. «= + 1589 











ILLNESS \Oyj4%, U'432 illness, disease. 0126 
i UL3L2 patient/sick room 0253 
jatK v's5U45 condition ofa disease/patient 
— 066 
Easy a4 


(8) (Hh) EW OFC ee fallill, suffer from 


FLD Pkvides The mind is the root 
of sickness and health 0126 
0617 | J” looks like J with a pair of infectious pustules growing on it, and means iliness. Fy will 
7~ 104) be introduced at 1523, but for the purposes of this entry we can treat it as a variation on 
"|_| inside. The image here is thus of an i/ness penetrating inside one’s body, which merely 
reinforces the sense ILLNESS. 











21 
| 10 
















PATHOLOGICAL CONDITION, -osis JATE Ussle3 nature ofa disease 0617 
BIE bHdLe5 serious illness 0539 
OFEIK Lsdbe5 symptom 0616 


SFIVTE #9245 Down syndrome 


















‘PAIN 
? ACUTE 


'SEEE 235a< sense of pain 
ORI 25 headache 0162 
Ogg» uvzv painful, sore 

Qe Ml2 235-12 acutely, keenly 0086 
2 FHL 230. thrill, keen pleasure 0331 













a 
WAC) WACO) We CEL) 
We QDS) 








REMEMBER, think Oact& #8< memory, recollection 0427 














As a grapheme in the next three entries, Xi (see 0151) will take the sense thought. Here, 

a mind (‘}) REMEMBERS or thinks (houghts (Je). An additional sample compound appears 
below at ill!) 0627. Note that all three kanji in which %& appears in the phonetic position are 
pronounced 47. cx kk 0621, i 0622 








Las 











; FEEL TIMID, think ORG #<U25 cowardice, timidity 0617 
1 a 
sr IRE e<uesen coward 0617, 0107 


I+ 4 <2 fear, feeltimid 








0621 The job of flesh (A) is not to think, but to act, instinctively. Here observe a person’s flesh (3) 
(i.e., natural impulse) constrained by thought (X§), resulting in cowardice or TIMIDITY. In 
contemporary Japanese this character is often replaced by Tx 0620, though it was added to 
the official Joyo list in 2010. #e 4K 0620, 18 0622 





4% usa< ahundred million 0002 


ARH 8¢6eA545U> billionaire 
0016, 0091, 0107 


LOOK AT, regard ALF- Law field of vision, visibility 0612 
HF] Lek eyesight 0084 
HR Las sense of sight 0325 

OMT S wwsLFS considerimportant 0539 

OMe S eU+S disregard, ignore 0048 








An eyeball on legs ( 5A, 0083) comes right up to the altar(%) to LOOK AT it. 








‘ ae REGULATION, standard OSE atu regulations, rules; provisions 0045 

' Si) %< agreement, rules, bylaws... .0170 
A AHA (25% laws and regulations 0199 
aah Es #EHL 25% school regulations... 0103 


SEL Cedex tuler, rule, square (cf. 72 0045] 
0045 








| 0624 | Imagine a martinetish husband /father (32), keeping a watchful eye (52) on his wife and 
Fi 147| children to make sure they follow the rules and REGULATIONS of the household. 


0890 


plz, 


fi 

















RULE, law OMFI] 4€< rule, regulation 0624 
= TEAM w5t< law, rule 0139 
== KAA wAt< principle 0208 
—_ ; KZA isA%< violation of rules, infringement 

V7 
i ’ 0374 
4 Y AR eA LaAtSz< rules ofthe Liberal 
Democratic Party 0081, 0477, 0319 


0625 | The possession of property or money (FA) requires the rule of law. Here I} signifies the 
J) 18| enforcement of RULES and laws, standing beside JZ to protect it. Take a moment to allow 
= the character's image to find a snug niche in your memory, letting I] be a visible symbol of 
RULES and laws. 


AM Axi (-3%<) rightside 0402 
AIRS S 4<KA¢% learn by hearsay. 0453 
OPM z<A side, flank; side, aspect... 0175 
AVEl 364° inside, interior 0215 


Oli] A. -fl] eaea opposite side, across (the 
street) 0183 


"MEASURE, gauge OWES e<cuots measure, gauge 0045 
2 CONJECTURE, estimate ‘lt Z<e5 measurement, surveying 0538 


‘AIRE MIS sHAeIES measure the 
—— (atmospheric) temperature 0126, 0199 


2-ifll £2< estimate, forecast, prediction 0163 
242 8<2< conjecture, speculation, guess 
062 


WP 
tka (4) 


0627 | “Rules/laws for water” implies a system of weights and MEASURES to govern the trade of mea- 
Xk. 85 | surable substances (e.g., liquids Y). MEASURE can easily be associated with gauge, estimate, 

| and CONJECTURE, Note that both characters incorporating ll follow its on reading, Y 7. 

ox (fl) 0626 


0558 
#\12 





2 ‘ THINK; deliberate; study #3 235A idea, plan; project 0097 
: OR vuzs thinking, thought, consideration 
5a} 0142 


#2 c5ca< archaeology 0254, 0099 
OBR waw2e think; deliberate; study 
ZA2H pasate wayofthinking, view, 0173 


am 
PAM(AS) MAD(A) 


0628 | Recall 3% old/buried underground. ‘7 easily suggests the numeral 5. Now consider how 

+% 125| sometimes one must get away from mundane distractions for a period of sustained, concen- 
trated thought. Along these lines, 2 can suggest to us the idea of escaping underground for 
5 minutes to carefully THINK about something. w= 2 0629 


2753 
#6 














et 








OLD OZ A 23uA. old person, old folks 0015 
ZH sdtce< theoldandtheyoung. 0404 





EAL sam aging 0120 
ae ~— |OFWS suse prowold 
B(wWS) 3B) OFITS 3 growold 





| 


W629) 3 ota/buried underground and K, fallen person (see {L, 0120) depict an OLD person fallen 


+ 125| into his grave. From this kanji, % itself takes the meaning old, ea & 0628 











2704 


FILIAL PIETY 4E4F 2575 filial piety 0055 
OME47 407575 filial piety 0276, OOSS 

2. 23 A filialdevotion/affection 0056 

#F- 250 filial child 0094 


AE 25 (=e) lack of filial piety, 
undutifulness 








‘Rte mz thick, dense, heavy, rich ..0512 
Ov» au thick, bulky 
=u kindness, favor 0151 
> 23L kindness, kind thought/intention 
0369 


2 mee #sATSe& gentle, courteous 0199 


We can visualize both this character's meanings. Start with the idea that a KIND child is one 
who buries his selfish desires in order to put others above himself. Now see a child (+) 
suppressing himself beneath a cliff(J) and two THICK layers of earth (A). Thus the multiple 
strata above ¥- represent both THICKNESS and KINDNESS. 








‘TEACH; inform ORF #230.< education, teaching 0489 

2 RELIGION 13 ¥45L7 classroom, class 0259 
"9 ©#24 BLAS teach; tell, inform 

37 | PBA ee seuy church 0226 

BL(ZS) BE(HS) 2AALT S $423 spread (areligion) 0204 











From 4 0630 we have an image of an older person above a child. Here the older person 
wields AC the rod, the better to TEACH the child a lesson (you may prefer to think of it as the 
teacher's pointer). M2 RELIGION comes from the idea of TEACHING, Do not confuse with the 
name-use kanji 3% KINDLY; HARD WORKING. 














COMPLETE SCAR PAA perfect, complete, whole 0078 
> OSES wmaAvuss complete; be completed 
2 0070 


; 
3 
4 
: = _| 52% mAtt> completion, conclusion, finish 
6 i avy het Bas cet Rees ess cence AUTO 
sete tS wALITS [baseball] pitch a complete 
game 0517 


SEO ayAM incomplete, unfinished. 0271 


0633)) FC 0136 suggests the origin or foundation of a building. Just add a roof (>) to COMPLETE 
> 40 | the structure, « 3% 0636 
8 








1883 
| 7 


INSTITUTION OGRE uLauvA hospital 0617 
AKETS ico ATS be hospitalized, 0039 
KAER Kewrcua graduate school 0033, 0099 
fie e5uxA. both Houses (ofthe leeisais) 


EE LWA temple 0382 


They're just lowering the roof onto it now. It wouldn’t hurt to visualize a specific INSTITUTION 
you know of, located in the hills surrounding some town (see the sample vocabulary for 
ideas). The reading 7 can be associated with INSTITUTION. 





PHONETIC [na] 43 o& Nara{city and prefecture) 0285 


Ze Muip4t geurtu Nara period (Japanese 
historical era, approx, 710-94 CE) 
0285, 0383, 0071 


ANZSIIL ae Kanagawa (prefecture) 
0316, 0022 


Best remembered as the + in 48 EB (2), ancient capital of Japan. See it as an altar (7B) ris- 
ing up to a great (A) height, depicting Nara’s great temple ASR (ES ZEvL), the largest 


, in the nation. Note that this character is the source for na(%, 7) in the kana syllabaries. 


OF # Lwde45 religion, faith, creed 0632 
CXS mULwd conversion; proselytism .. 0629 


ASS (c4nALw Nichiren sect (of Buddhism) 
0001, 0585 


SRPY LereA sect, doctrine .. 0447 
SR L350 (=t5m) family head; originator 
0636 | the roofl-*) above the altar (77s) suggests an individual house of worship, that is, a particu- 
ns 4) | lar RELIGIOUS SECT. «2° 3% 1645, 52. 0633, 22 0639 











1915 


| 8 | 




















i ‘ FESTIVAL, worship $24L susnes (religious) festival 0313 


. O81 uv holiday, festival day 001 
— SOLE! AMAL culture festival 0701, 0120 
f a4 %%% $28 worship, enshrine 
2. Ny [FO BOW) FOU #61) sou festival 








0637 | The top of this character is a new grapheme for us, not to be confused with 7* (see 3€ 0148). 
JR 113) It derives from a picture of a hand (S5-6) placing an offering of meat (S1-4) above an altar 
~~~| {AS), representing the ideas of worship and (by extension) FESTIVAL. 















"VERGE, edge 
2 0CCASION 





OBB xh#-> be conspicuous, be prominent 
0067 


'SSIRO)R se¥poee windowseat 0558, 0279 
——| 1 4éB% =x34u» association, friendship 0102 
Shy Sd Ope =<xus intemational 0075 
@GFO PRIS Lx<uMxvc when eating 
0288, 0080 
Recall that items placed to the right of [ are located in the hills just outside town. Based on 
ancient geomantic and religious ideas, the Japanese located most temples (and therefore 
most festivals) in such marginal areas, so fi graphically illustrates the edge or VERGE of 
town. We may also think of this trip to a little-visited place as a special OCCASION, a special 
time for getting away from the usual town-bound routines and living on the edge. 























‘INSPECT, observe ©4992 Lx inspection, observation 0623 
2 GUESS, judge 124% L254 detailed observation 0495 





2BsIF S xobFS infer, gather 0560 
ey = 2ZETS 25x0F% consider, contemplate, 
study 0628 
@RsS x56 guess, conjecture, judge; 
sympathize with 





See “as a god presiding over the sacrificial festival rite (4%), INSPECTING, observing, judg- 
ing, and trying to GUESS what on earth the people are doing. e& #F 1510, 37s 0636 


~ PRAY Hi Hs S svat pray, implore 0214 
ORF Ata prayer 0230 
$i) uso prayer 





ES 
WO (SB) 








0640 | Recall from Fit 0249 that in former times a hacksaw (JT } was an essential item that all 

a 113} households would have. Also, scripture taught that God rewards those who demonstrate 
their faith by offering up to Him their most basic possessions. Thus offering one’s hacksaw at 
the aftar(2%) made an intuitive image for PRAYER. «& #L 0313 




















ANCESTOR O4G tea ancestor, forefather 
4H] %2< one’s native country 0075 
7L4H #A originator, pioneer 0136 
y _-— #032 24 grandfather 0100 
42.8 Zig grandmother 0104 


0641 | Traditionally people in China believed that their ANCESTORS became gods. And sure enough, 
here we see a ladder(H.) leading up to the top of the altar( 4), symbolically representing 
the ANCESTORS’ joining the gods in heaven. Note that kanji in which H. appears at the right 
(i.e., in the phonetic position) are read *7. 





HELP, save BY wale assistant, helper 0046 
OBE Latta advice 0051 


BoA vesedeA assistantteacher 
Sa —_—-— 0632, 0317 
* O , 
ETS) KT(HS!) Fit BITS nga help; save 
BSH AFT rescue (someone) from 
; 0038 


Building on 8) 0540, we can visualize here a strong person (7J) dragging along a /adder(H.) 
from left to right, rushing to HELP or save someone in distress. 


‘INTERMEDIARY Opps be3ouLe intermediary, mediator, 
064 


2 PERSONAL RELATIONS agent f 1, 0107 
‘4h A, #25 go-between, matchmaker . 0015 


Paes ‘4h EY gma. brokerage; middleman... 0352 

io 

ey @sih fil] sae fellow, comrade, associate. 0448 
2428 BV. gébtkuy beon good terms 0285 








Reading left to right, we get “man {4 ) in the middfe(4+)’: INTERMEDIARY. Reading right to 
left, we get “in the middle of men’: PERSONAL RELATIONS. Note that this entry and the next 
two all follow in their on-yomi. 


SE S097 faithfulness, devotion, honesty 
0 


‘222 40323 loyalty and filial piety 0630 
AB cas loyalty 0338 
HEEL 6@3LA loyal subject... 0484 








Depicts LOYALTY or fail hfulness, that is, the idea of keeping one’s assigned purpose in the 
very middle (+) of one’s heart (L), before all other things. 











; ' OPEN SEA Oj gexauv open sea, offshore, offing 0227 
» | =¥+uyzt (4084 Zkilometers offshore 
- 0003 


Fad 
; bs 


0645 | Way out there in the middle (*P) of the water(¥ ): the OPEN SEA. 
7K 85 
wp 
0232. 


#17] 








PRESERVE, maintain, guarantee FET S iaeS maintain, preserve, retain. 0384 
REET S VATS preserve, store, keep, save 
0407 








RE tau< nurture, upbringing; nursing .... 0489 
OWBEFS (eLest% guarantee 0550 


OPER Avbekb> preserve peace 
0334, 0236 











0646 | Derives from a picture of a mother carrying a baby on her back. The baby’s wrapping eventu- 
ally became conflated with the grapheme for tree, but see AX as crisscrossing straps the 
mother has carefully tied around her baby to hold it safe and close to her body, PRESERVING 
it and sustaining it wherever she goes. 


DUMB, dumbfounded O34. #&hS be amazed, be astounded 
SABA #Xhxe dumbfounded expression 
ec 0180 





| RHRCS wHenittS beastounded, be 
ay RY stupefied 0599 


Hans) EA Holt amazement, stupefaction 0126 











the baby can neither think nor speak for itself, and you should have little trouble remember- 
ing that this character means DUMB. See $4 0760 and [J] 0819 for sample on-yomi com- 
pounds. os 3% 0599 





PROTECT, watch over, keep ORSFAY l@LeT% conservative 0646, 0169 
OFS £43 protect, watch over, keep 


j PANES x4<4e#63 keep to/observe the 
. epee —————| regulations 0624, 0625 
'™~ E(B) ELC) BU He FS #%#t4 defend oneself 0060 


Nb | 7 


F5Fl) 20 babysitting; babysitter 0094 








O648| Review + 0381. Beneath a roof(-“>) we see an outstretched arm holding a small object (*}’). 
7+ 4Q | Visualize the roof PROTECTING or watching over the vulnerable little object. Remembering 
this idea, practice writing “F and +} in turn, ea FF 0247 


1861 
ii 6 











COLLECTIVE, group, organization ORNfK EAU’ group, collective; organization 
0062 







FHL 4A (public) housing development 
0187 





on Re S25] Ueda group, collective 0190 
Al “AXA (army) corps . 0583 
OFG FH se. futon, bed quilt 0204 





0649 | The small object (s1's enclosure inside [| graphically reminds us of an individual's inclu- 
C1 31 | sion (or confinement) within a larger COLLECTIVE. 


2628 
| 6 
























HHS AuHATS meet, face 0175 


VARI CMY weicrwUTLAts kind 
toward others 0015, 0276, 0086 


OsicwS oviees forma pair 
2x¢3 *vtto confrontation, showdown. 0330 
@RMTTS isAkwsS oppose, object (to) 0374 


1 OPPOSITE, counter to; in relation te 
2 OPPOSE 












v4 
us 








G680)] & varies slightly from 3Z, but we'll see them the same way, as a person working behind a 
st 41 | desk (see 0101), # depicts the notion of “OPPOSITE sides” or “OPPOSING roles”: J holds 
out an object to deliver it (as in 1 0064), while X sits behind a desk and receives it. Bear in 


" 


mind that Xf does not mean “deliver” or “receive”: it means OPPOSE. 








VILLAGE RM Ota farmvillage 0511 
Ft AM. village assembly 0226 


OTHT4#T Lb25%A. cities, towns, and villages; 
municipalities 0205, 0439 


OFF A. eave villager 0015 
J\ARAY eb Yagi village 0010, 0028 





2 ‘TALENT 1A xe talent 0126 
?-YEARS OLD 1HE avavy talent, genius; gifted person 0332 
' ORF taxes (person of) genius 0270 
+4 - 2+-—F wwdicaey twelve years old. 0005, 0003 

2+ NAAR Cwdsttosu'seA under eigh- 
teen years old 0005, 0010, 0271, 0179 











Refers to the natural gift of genius or TALENT, or the possessor of such a gift. See a person 
reaching out with one arm ($3), a person of such TALENT that she can reach out and attain 
anything she sets her sights on. Also used as the suffix “-YEARS OLD,’ shorthand for the 
homophonous a 2041, ca SC 0657 














WEALTH; property Sy Be xutetus public finance, financial affairs 
246 


AY SR uses. business world, economic circles 
0612 


Ieai 20.3. purse, wallet 0204 
Of HE xusA property, fortune, wealth 0181 


WRT xua endowed institution, foundation 
0649 


0859.) see the idea of WEALTH in the talented person (t's reaching out and grabbing money (El). 
Hi 154| Note that 4 is written a little differently as a tsukuri—basically a narrower version of the 


FA A 

















OMA xue< timber, lumber, logs 0028 

"AA &<Xe wood, timber, lumber 0028 

tt Lwxu news gathering, data collection 
O05? 


‘TIMBER 
? MATERIAL 















= oat 
A 2 KAd UA capable/talented person. 0015 


2H #2940» teaching materials 0632 

















0654 See the idea of TIMBER (or more generically, MATERIAL), in the talented person (AYs reach- 
* 75 | ing out and grabbing a tree (#). «= #F 0651, HL 0656, # 0658 






SINK, submerge 





OATS bAt’o+tS sink, goto the bottom 
0519 












iF A# subsidence, sinking 0040 
ii 3A rise and fall; ups and downs . 0613 
OBA Le usuee The sunsets 0001 


iS Udsws sink, send to the bottom, 
submerge 









FY 
LEH) LFS) 















ing trajectory of an object that submerges under water( 7 ). Notice how the object SINKS to 
the very bottom of ¥. $7, for its part, seems to represent the act of reaching bottom. 








’ | PILLOW RELIC Hebe bedside 0136 

. ’ Off AeN— £<5%/5— pillowcase 
y & FLAS #<5¥ railroad tie 0028 
ECG ARIEL T BAGECBICLT usinga book as 
a pillow 0031 


HLEEF- #<M25L_ The Pillow Book [eleventh- 
century collection of musings] 0144, 0094 
0656 | Here the long, curving stroke ($7) suggests a soft, rounded PILLOW positioned next to a tree 
#75 | (#) to give it a soft landing after it is cut. Now as you practice writing the character, imagine 
the tree laying its head down into that gently sloping stroke for a good night's sleep. 
ua FF 0654, BE 0658, HL 1695 


0759 


«a 

















2 ' STATURE; measure OW eke stature, height 0124 
2STOUT TSCEE #07<5~ comparison of statures . 0123 
27FHA vssse healthy, robust; stout, solid 
- 0565 
Yau 
hi @KKK £Lvve3u safe, sure, all right 
= 0033, 0565 
24UC% #va5e stouthearted, courageous 0126 
Originally representing a unit of measure (roughly 3 meters), XE can be seen as three yard- 


sticks laid across one another. If a man measured 3 meters tall we would say he is a man of 
= great STATURE, If he measured 3 meters around we would call him STOUT. e* ¥ 0652 






























CANE, staff RLARWEWOTOENAV tame 


Tsp (He) can‘tstand without a cane 
, 0067 


OR e002 bamboo rod 0243 
SAS iA crutches 0242, 0605 





Building on the last entry, here see three wooden CANES, each about a meter long. 
ow Yt 0654, HL 0656, 4X 1695 






Off weve great, mighty, grand... 0093 


MEK wvsds. towering/great man; hero 
0657, 0565 


4232 were5 great work/achievement....0498 


Ofsus A. RouwUe great man, extraordinary 
character 0015 


{%2°S z6eS be self-important, be conceited 


0659 | This kanji introduces a new grapheme, # /eather. Like the earlier grapheme we learned 
for leather, # 0592, B® has parts corresponding to the main thorax area of the flayed skin 
| (C1), a head with horns {at the top), as well as hind limbs and a tail (at the bottom). Practice 
writing 2 and #4 until you can reproduce them from memory. As for the present entry, try 
to visualize a GREAT and eminent man (4 ) wearing an impressive /eather cape. The more 
0128 | vividly you imagine this picture, the better you will remember the kanji. 





GREAT, eminent 









Ofer RE ure latitude a 0280 
SERA uta line(s) of latitude 0210 
Jb ia<u north latitude 0122 











0660 | Let us imagine that the Chinese chose to combine # with 2 to represent woof/weft (the 
# 120| crosswise threads in weaving) because of the latter's many horizontal lines (58, 59, S11, S12, 
~| $13, $15). Now let the same lines represent the lines of LATITUDE running around the globe. 
Write this kanji, sketch a globe next to it, and connect the lines. «= RE 1257 


1285, 
7 |16| 











i) 








GUARD fit Austtuy hygiene, sanitation, preservation 





OP CAINS were sie eames henner: 0036 
iAENY aAvveuvTx sanitary, hygienic 
setts 0036, 0169 
gl OBFT (5a. defense, protection..........0174 
SFT Lea guard, doorkeeper 0648 





BU? Aa. vanguard; forward player.. 0113 


WHET! Review 47 0055. Here the left and right sides of 4F are split apart by a third element. When 
43 144| this happens, see them as either side of a road (f {). In the present entry, visualize EE asa 
t- | protective layer of feather laid over the road, to GUARD it from damage. 
















Os@E] mace South Korea 0075 


AWRE LupAsac< Republic of Korea 
0033, 0477, 0075 


Hai icomA Japan and South Korea, Japanese- 
South Korean 0001 


Aba ia5aA visit to South Korea 0454 


(SOUTH) KOREA 

















ii (from 4) 0145) suggests morning. Imagine a ship that arrives at Japan's western shore every 
morning with a shipment of leather (#£) from KOREA. At length "morning leather” comes to 
signify KOREA. Don't confuse with #iJ, used in the old term for “Korea” WME (£4 4b AL) 

and in the modern term for “North Korea!’ Jb GH AE (4&7 23 tt A). 


















O24 44> differ; disagree; be wrong 


TEV HEV) <urse% difference (in opinion), 
cross-purposes 0208 


‘370 uvhmA uncomfortable feeling 
0236, 0327 


@38 5% sa violation (ofthe law); breach.. 0374 
2 ie vas illegality, unlawfulness 0139 


Think of the wildest person you know. Someone who VIOLATES every rule—except that of 
always being DIFFERENT from others. Now picture that person driving down the street in a 
vehicle (3_) with an all-leather (2) exterior, Paint in your mind a picture of DIFFERING and 
VIOLATING around the image of a /eathercovered car. 


‘DIFFER; be wrong 
? VIOLATE 

























4 
BAF) BAW) BARS) 
HAAS) 















2 5 HOLD {in one's arms} Ospda tS wugstS nurse, care for 0611 
; O#a¢ #¢ hug, embrace, hold in one’s arms 
C wwe< harbor (suspicion), entertain (hope), 
: ‘ xD cherish; hold in one’s arms, hug 
" eas oO bs es H : 
(2) wrt(d) ma(ZB) td2% meas holdin one’s arms 


daxfa24 e*mnas hold, carry, embrace 








Review 7), 0457 WRAP, and note that all kanji incorporatin that character are pronounced 
7k 7. The present entry indicates wrapping in one’s arms (+): HOLD. ea Fi) 1070 











s HEAVY GUN | bk woe gunfire 0026 
: ST > (tolF5T4 fire, discharge (a gun) 
0148 


—— AW *#vMeS gun, cannon, artillery 0033 


RT AVAL antitank gun 
0450, 0461, 0125 


OPkT -C-olFS gun, firearm 0564 


Associate this image with the act of loading a HEAVY GUN with a projectile. Let stone (fi) 
represent the projectile, and let wrap (‘2L) suggest the act of “packing’ it, if you will, into the 
HEAVY GUN. 




















BUBBLE, foam 3é7@ {01F5 foaming, effervescence... 0148 
Ail 4185 airbubble, bubble 0126 
OzkKi4 +e5 bubble, foam 0027 


O}4W%2> %b#> bubble, foam 0087 





CINNABAR RED; wholeheartedly OF}S% AAA painstaking, assiduous, 
diligent. . 0230 


FEO KALA sincerity ’ 0056 






















Let $4 indicate a waistline and $3 the organ located at the center of the upper body—the 
heart—here representing the color CINNABAR RED. Associate wholeheartedly with the idea 
of one’s heart burning bright RED with sincerity. os Jit 0668, FL 1629 


SMALL BOAT Oj-4FF L#325 navigation, going by ship . 0055 
FtTE Lw35A. transportation by water... 0584 

Op Fit dita small craft 0034 

yay FEAL. sexeur< boatbuilder 0033, 0108 
Oda ge -ia HELI peLst ferryboat 0281 








0668 | A bird’s-eye view of a kayak (representing SMALL BOAT) gliding straight down toward the 

4- 137| bottom of this page. $6 shows the kayaker’s double-bladed paddle. The short stroke at the 

if top can be thought of as a rudder, to help distinguish this from Fy}. As a grapheme, Jif will 
simply mean boat. «= J} 0667 


2965 
| 6 


re 











' : SHIP OME A645 (ship) captain 0091 


’ 1 JER .3+tA balloon 0425 
RAR LaotA merchant ship, trading vessel 
0351 


* 1 ey 
Sia doe 8b BUSHY *TUSia lifeboat; help 0642 
ABH svetur (sea) voyage 0569 








69 | Picture the right half of this character as a pair of hands (or sticks) rolling a hoop. Here then 
we have a boat (#1) large enough for a child to roll a hoop around its deck: a SHIP. As you 
practice writing this character, imagine rolling a hoop round and round the deck of a big 
SHIP. The right half of this character will come up again at j{¥ 1348 and #3 2067. = MZ 0671 


OCEANGOING SHIP AOA LAIL< ship, vessel; craft 0669 


SCARE it<koama marine engine 
0047, 0473, 0451 


OFS 1a<Su-VA imported goods, foreign- 
made atticles....0 oe, 0274, 0301 





| 


Here we observe an even larger boat (#t), big enough to leave a long, frothy wake of white 
(F-1) seawater: an OCEANGOING SHIP. 








SORT, kind O—MM wrolfA general, universal, common 
0002 


—HIFIF wottAte forthe general public 
0002, 0183 





BRO #AILAM whole, general, overall 0078 
FARE LALA. all things, all sorts of matters 0018 
FGRE +tAIZA the other day, some time ago 0134 











0671 | We have just seen three different boats, but now we see a unique sort of boat, one for trans- 
porting lances (42). indeed, this boat for lances ts so one of a kind that the meaning of this 
character is kind or SORT. «@ Mi 1640, fH} 0669, Hk 0672 





#| 


CARRY Osyee 12425 conveyance 0455 


10 
4 rete 
; ‘ ju WATS sALeots carry out 0038 
§ WATS! itatcwsts carryin 0039 
a b Xl AY | SEARS 4S SAAT carry, transport, convey, 
deliver oo. 05B4 


2 











0672 "Here we see the boat (#) for lances (32) arriving to the waiting hands ( ¥) of the longshore- | 
3 64 | man, who must unload the lances and CARRY them by hand. Be deliberate about associating 
i | $ with CARRY, lest you confuse this entry with the previous one, ua A# 0673, A 067) 


0592 


o> MEE 











DISK ORME ZAIKA disk; flying saucer 0013 
?BOARD Baia disk, record 0150 
22. AM FxAlLA chessboard 

WY ? HUME LigA eround, foundation, base. 0187 


1 
we 
vib. 
TL. IEME aia bedrock, base, foundation 0405 
WwW 








0673 | Visuatize m.as a DISK or BOARD on which the “boat for lances’ (2) is loaded, oar $82 0672, 
MH 108) 4m 1302 










4 Lee tartar, dental calculus 0403 
OMS tule dentist 0561, 0107 

AT wets dentures 0039 
y HbR Gig’ decayed tooth 0343 
BAH ia<3& cog, toothed wheel 0125 
















L —_ 
First study the traditional form, which easily suggests two rows of TEETH inside a mouth. 
Now try to visualize BE the same way, JE can be used to remember the reading >, but to 
complement the TEETH image, let $2 represent a nose. One on-yomi compound is provided 
here, but a more useful one to memorize appears at #} 0759, 




















OK tutes cold water 0027 
@# hve damage from cold weather 0413 
HR neta Cold War convey O61 

Owes 


‘FAIAC vaAare pet colder, get chilled . 0192 


VA=—FAB D1. 2-TFwtssoe The soup has 
codled 

















v4 

d ; Dw (t26) (RS) WR) 
(POD) UWOOF) OCF) 
S(S) X(EF) 


We first encountered / at %X 0278, Now we shall learn a new meaning for it: showing ¥ 
congealed into two strokes, it can also represent ice. In the present entry, we observe ice 
commanding (4) (i.e., forcing) everything around it to be COLD. 




































", AGE O4ENY BANU age, years 0117 

We conve elderly person ..0165, 0107 

yy \ | ie Zon oldage 0629 

" v4 Si a<hey school age 0099 

re " AR won. moon’sage 0023 

0676 | The unmistakable signs of AGE: long teeth (BF) and giving commands (2), 

Bf 211 
bs 
v 
1675 
817 














' LITTLE, few OA” LxdLe alittle, afew, slightly 


f ~ Sy tLe9 alittle, somewhat 0267 
5 AME ULsdtaA boy 0117 





yay Om CEL Foacee at least 
Cow) TIL) OLE F2Le (not}atall 








0677 | Focus on $4, which indicates something under sma! (J\): LITTLE. 
Ay 42 








baz <4 gold dust 0029 
WHA teix sandbox 0465 
BRAT tee hourglass 0389, 0555 
BPAL $2.5 grain of sand 0235 
HDA wer) gravel, ballast 0412 


0678 | Little (2) stones (4): SAND. Though two on-yomi compounds are provided here, a more 
4 112| useful one to memorize appears at ih 1338. wx YY 1747 





WALK, step Os 4FR arabe pedestrian 0055, 0107 
HRI ize5 sidewalk, footpath 0158 
dE LAIZ progress, advancement, improve- 

0191 
ae aa, 


oO 
hS(e) dwm(v) #K< < walk, go on foot 


HL swt [elegant] walk 





struction “little foot” suggests WALKING rather than running. Note that the traditional forms 
of this and the next entry actually have one fewer stroke than the modern versions. 








HAVE RELATIONS WITH OzsHk 25Uz5 negotiation, bargaining, 
discussion 0102 
F}E ALS interference, intervention... 0408 
F ——| B4Yb Usa public relations 0266 
ya 











0680 | We must watk (4s) across the water{ Y ) to HAVE RELATIONS WITH the people on the other 
7K 85 | side. 


w 
0482 
11 











' "MINISTRY RASTA =3053e5L45 Ministry of 





2 a Pl ES . 
? 4 ~ FSAVE cul down ans lene oul , Sei and Welfare 0631, 0036, 0542, 0541 
DRE Lys = 7 
7 INTROSPECT, reflect 7 + LEDLRILE energy conserva 
t4 vay P< (bss leave out; save, cut down 


DAW (AD) ALES) WAS wes reflect upon oneself 


= RE Au reflection, introspection 0374 
0681 | This kanji has three very different meanings. Start by associating the meaning SAVE/cut down 
Ft 109| on with the idea of using few(4) items (HA). Now think of a government MINISTRY forced by 
— budget cuts to reflect (INTROSPECT) on how to cut down on its expenses, 























"ASPECT: physiognomy ©peAT £545 aspect, phase, condition 0501 


















2 2 MUTUAL ? #Hi 25u' difference, disparity 0663 
va nal | 7 MINISTER (of state) “eas 45e3%% correspond to, besulltie 
<= === Rb sia hid eee ohinat Saati oes est 
YO Yaw 5) 
= dio so HLT: aeve partner, opponent 0046 
HPA #u.Ue5 foreign minister 0266 

















0682) fye and tree: picture a government MINISTER, observing the goings-on at his ministry from 

H 109| behind a free, judging the overall ASPECT (i.e., outer appearance) of the situation from 

| behind the scenes, The other meaning, MUTUAL, is visible in the mutuality between the three 
vertical sections of # and Fl: the top section of H corresponds to the crown of the tree (SI 
and above), the middle section to the branches (S3-4), and the bottom section to the trunk 







0808 | (lowest part of $2), This can be reinforced by writing # and H on scratch paper and drawing 
‘# | 9 | a dotted line to connect the upper, middle, and lower sections of each, e@ FL 1515 











3648 182%5 conception 0148 














RMB L45 thought, conception, idea 0142 
ELAR 5 ideal 0532 

vay FAR £25 expectation, conjecture, prospect 
0163 





FIA mu%5 recollection, reminiscence... 0050 














0683 | Here -L> is added to show us the thoughts and contemplations in the minister (Hl)’s heart as 
‘> 61 | he observes the situation. 4 connotes more deliberate thought than does 4h 0142 THINK, 
SO we summarize its meaning with the word “CONCEIVE.” 


13 
a f APPELLATION “SBR suLe5 appellation, name, title 0269 
MS Led title, degree 0300 
» Bw AMS S Cleo call/style oneself. 0081 
4 \ yay PRT LsstS name, designate; claim, pretend 
WHE ALES symmetry 0650 









ri 

















0684 | The next two kanji have both been simplified using 41s, but are otherwise unrelated (note 
F 115| how their old forms differ). Because 7B lacks any meaning or consistent origin, a sensible 
rsx | Way to approach these two kanji is simply to master the meaning and reading of one com- 
Hes. pound. For this entry, the logical choice is VI, which reinforces the keyword “APPELLATION.” 
> | oe FR 0685 
1075 























‘ ~~ | PHONETIC [mi]; PHONETIC [ya] a Eid uvpataatce [elegant] all the 
more ; 0042 





Owes au third month (of the lunar calen- 
: : __| dar), March 0036 
>" On ALIER eaurueey Yayo period iapaese 


BS historical era, approx. 200 BCE~250 CE 
0036, 0383, 0071 


| | seeiinaneiiies 


if a5 ~ (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the compound to master is V2, along with its 
= 57 | important derivative V3. A sample compound for the phonetic reading 3 appears at [a] 


=| 0819. «= FR 0684 
ff 
0258 
| 8 






















RECIPROCAL ALA cite reciprocity, mutual benefits . 0581 


’ Ff4§ ZH< equality; good match 0342 
O41 © 2520 mutual, reciprocal......... 0682 
ot 464 (2 =4zt= mutually, reciprocally, 
, Pot (ud) if mrerpately Tai is Shae: ae 
Avo AAMC mutually, reciprocally 








0686 S1-2 and $3-4 differ from each other by 180 degrees; that is, they are RECIPROCAL to each 
- 7 | other. s@ EL 2167 














DUTY, office, business SE%% 4350 business, affairs, work, service 0498 
OBMBAT vole office 0080, 0249 
4988 x5 publicemployee , 0069, 0317 


Sh GES Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
age tatalcd Cecio gto uy an elke Paulette 0266, 0681 


OfGx S >kwha perform one’s duties; play one’s 
part 


lo suggest the notion of carrying out one’s DUTY, we use the image of striking (AC) with 
plows (73) and halberds (7). 












Zs 
2t(HS) DE(ES) 











SOFT AE west softhair 0487 
ZEAll cw3h gentleness, mildness, meekness 
I TE ARRAN RR, ST ee! 0236 
— OF vwae judo 0158 
aaenes 7 Ob Speme soft, gentle 
Sb(HA) Pdb(GHAW) ; 8 
EG DW ABA Shsavedas soft blanket 
0487, 0204 











NU6HH) Picture the halberd (A) mashing the tree (AR) to a SOFT pulp. «= A O119 


#19 








- ————— 
, ‘ SOFT O#K{L wAm softening: weakening 0120 


’ KF GAC cartilage 0465 
: 0 | FAK wee soft, pliable, flexible 0688 


[py |ORkS R VHamA soft, tender 


: PD (bm) (GAY) KK DWAR Shomunmig soit young leaf 
; 0404, 0605 




















0689 Picture a plush luxury car (HL) opening a yawning (22) side door, inviting you to sit down on 
Hi 159) its SOFT leather seats. 


1345 
ake 








TRACK, path WB 4x5 track, railway; planetary orbit. 0158 
FLA xv45 rails 0119 


HL Us5% usual course, beaten track _. 0321 

































"EAVES 
? COUNTER FOR HOUSES 


‘EFT om#téA under the eaves 0040 


ONPIEA Dxtee row of houses; all round, across 
10 eee (ce een ge eS 0333 


@pUeF AIA fourhouses 0006 


2 —HT RK wottA® solitary house; private home 
6s 0002, 0219 


77 [7 BU Sita. several houses _ 0309 
0691 | A car (HL) stays dry(-F) beneath the EAVES of a house, cw #% 1808 

























ay 
D% 


































? 1 1 AXLE "HAH Uec< wheel axle, axle 0125 

: 2 AXIS ? ha U<H#a. axis, shaftline 0210 

1 ? Hh ih +U< axis ofthe earth 0187 
yz SHEA aeeTALK axis of revolution 

4 0050, 0224 

Fea *5u< lateral axis 0401, 0402 








0692 | Review Hi 0125 VEHICLE. Now see FH asa close-up diagram of one side of the vehicle, at the 
Hi 159] point where the AXLE juts out of the chassis. The wheel is left off, to expose the AXLE. The 
rs reading + 7 is unique in this course. 














’ D COMPARE OLE 2 wm<sS compare with, draw a 


' ROMABAISON: (2. sthyrencne oni cneben tes 0123 

3 Pir Eee ua<T# comparative 0123, 0169 

‘ — —| beescet ua<scaat¢ comparative literature 

4 AP 0123, 0101, 0099 
LER aR UM<(FACa< comparative 

linguistics __ 0123, 8051, 0222, 0099 











0693 | Picture a couple of hot-rodders “crossing (22) wheels (#)" down at the street corner to 

Hi 159 COMPARE their custom jobs. Used almost exclusively in the word LEW (><, comparison). 
———| make an effort to remember that fi (77 7) is the only character based on 2& that is not 
pronounced —'7, 


1397, 
4113 

























STORAGE CHAMBER 4) 4Az strong box, cashbox 0029 
OFM Lez car shed, garage 0125 
S/H (5c treasure house, treasury 0074 


3197 SCH Az library; collection ofnitnay wines 


box for stationery 
(EJ Xu2 stock, inventory 0406 


In this character, and a few others you will learn later on, I” shelter will be a garage. A car 
(Hi) stored in a garage is a natural image for STORAGE CHAMBER. 

















ETRE 5225 storage, preservation 0442 
OA BUR huesc refrigerator 0675, 0694 
RRB Z9L« one’s library, book collection 0079 


KG #84443 Ministry of Finance 
ning cds Acie Niemen etcitget rae 0033, 6681 


WAR %5Us9 Minister of Finance 0682 





), standing guard over STORES of food 


‘p, STOREHOUSE O/H 232 warehouse, storehouse .......0694 
yw fA A425 ship'shold 0669 
; KA xs rice granary 0234 





ve - | REA xeacs armory 0111,0295 
<6 OPEL <SbeAL ex-warehouse 0261 














0696 | Take $3-7 as a variant of FP door. C1 opening completes the image of a door. A place for 
K.9 | storing things safely under a roof(“\) and behind a door: a STOREHOUSE. 


1807 














\ " | CREATE BICES S #53¢4¢4 create, produce; write 0152 
‘ Alitid z352ue Genesis 0604, 0427 
PRA) &< 257 original, creative 0346, 0169 

yy >= OMIT S z5004% establish, organize, start 

2< (4) | a 
B® %5u-> establishment, founding. 0520 











0697 | To remember that this character means CREATE, picture CREATING a storehouse (EF) by carv- 
7} 18 | ing it with one’s sword ( |) ) out of a giant block of wood, Be sure to paint a vivid picture in 
"| your mind’s eye, remembering that |] is not used destructively here, but CREATively. 


1610 
#6] 12| 











‘HI LAZ< report, statement, notification 

0315 
"F #u2< caution, warning, reprimand 0469 
“WAGE Z32< publicnotice; advertisement 0238 
VEHYS sea notify, tell 


2538 <<it> accusation, prosecution, 
indictment....... 0... 0748 











'NOTIFY 
? ACCUSE 















= 
> (1S) 


















0698 | First recall the image of a one-leaved plant from 46 0134. Now imagine what things people 
[1 30 | do when only plants are watching them, what things plants would ACCUSE them of if only 
they had mouths (11) to ACCUSE with. Of what unspeakable deeds would they NOTIFY us? 














MAKE, build “SE 4525 creation 0697 
128) #524 shipbuilding 0669 
ARIEO £<¥3M wooden 0028 

~ OHS —><% make, build 


MX) iz5H3<) fireproof construction 
0174, 0026 










ve 
24(4) DE() eH 



















0699 | If plants did have mouths, one thing they would surely accuse (2) us of is removing them 
3. 162| from their land whenever we decide to build something. See the accusing plant issuing its 

accusations toward us as we cart (3_) it off to the compost factory so we can MAKE a build- 
ing where it once stood. 









GARMENT, clothing 48H wu clothes, garments 0310 
#2 FCfE UL food, clothing, and shelter; 

the necessities oflife 0.0... 0268, 0366 

rae Shae seus outer garment 0266 
ZAe TAK te5u) (=185a) sacerdotal robe 0139 
AIH (2744, robe of feathers. 0418 











0700 | See-- asa person's head and shoulders, and the rest as the folds and pleats of his GARMENTS. 

#145) Ee 0091 and Je 0569 showa couple of variations on the pleated GARMENT image, Soon we 
shall encounter still other variations, including # (used at the left) and c (used at top and 
bottom simultaneously). 


1736 
| 6 | 

















' , DEPEND ON ORT S WATS (LEAFS) depend on, 
rely on 0407 
: 4K#L ves basis, grounds; dependence. 0554 
‘. \ — ARB v4. atone’s own request 0214 
(i 


In the Japanese expression for “food, clothing, and shelter,’ clothing comes first (see V2 of 
the previous entry). Truly, a man (4) DEPENDS ON his clothing (4). See ii 1018 for an on- 
yomi compound using the reading =. 














JESS 3.3eu* packing, tare 0425 
ORR tS mansi<s paper bag D478 
FHS xa gloves 0046 
RAB 525<4 airbladder; life buoy, float - 





FESS £v¥ Japanese (digitated) socks, tab/ 0044 





0702 | ABAG is a kind of clothing for the items we put inside it. This character puts clothing (4x) at 
the bottom, to represent a BAG, and replace ({¥,) above it, to represent the things we place 
and replace into the BAG. Take a moment to visualize the replaceable contents going into 
and out of their “clothing” that is, their BAG. «= 3 1591 


COMMEND, praise EH 15 U25 prize, reward 0322 
OES (g5u' reward, prize 0497 
HABE w35_ excessive praise , 0664 
| OF > 4 tet} praise, commend 
HED AB wHzeix words of praise 0051, 0605 


42 145| fact, they are meant as gifts conveying praise and COMMENDATION upon the young mother 
—.| and baby (see 1% 0646), like clothes presented with compliments at a baby shower. Note the 
long vowel in the on-yomi, contra (i. wae BE 0704 


1 REAR, reverse, inside OBS TA Wadd (=35mA) back, reverse, other sid 





¢, 

2 inside; background 0175 
; Hil 350m back/reverse/other side, wrong 

. side 0626 

. y 36 OUSWJS 366 betray, double-cross 0086 


MfttF 55+ endorsement; backing; proof 
0064 


BRR!) 36¢s1) backstreet 0159 


0706 | First imagine that to hide our village (44) from a marauding band of outlaws, we've covered 
4é 145| it up with clothing (ec). Now see how the village lies hidden inside/at the REAR of the cloth- 


ra ing. v% GE 0703 


1836 
#13 





























"EXPRESS, manifest ORRTAS vsdUTS indicate, show, express 
i 


; ‘ 
Ser Ce Outs EP icone ORF sot express, manifest 


I TABLE, chart ; 

= = 2298 w45H) (4795) frontand rear, 
tay : ; both sides; duplicity... 0704 
BET “BLT bob(F) Hod(Nd) POA eTHE street/front door 0248 


* BI gus chart, diagram 0298 


0705 | Start by comparing this kanji with the previous one, its opposite. Here the cover of clothing 

4 145| has been lifted off the top, turning inside to outside. A 8rowing plant (S1-4) rises out of the 
covering clothing to EXPRESS itself on the SURFACE. As for M3, TABLE/chart derives from the 
idea of EXPRESSING something so that it is easily visible. oe #& 0131 














251 
| 8 









TACTUAL, present "BLK fAUs5 present condition(s) 0616 
2 APPEAR OBAZE WAX present time, now; present tense 
D404 








= ‘BASE WASA cash 0029 
bob(hA) HOd(H) ORAS & USSHATS express, represent 0705 
*HLILS &5bhS appear, emerge 


















Like the entries before and after, Bd is used for writing 4% 49(#L.4)/a 6 4o(F) (as usual, 
each kun-yomi homophone has its own particular range of usage), 3's special sense is 

‘| APPEAR: here a gem( £ ) APPEARS to our sight (5a). Being right before our eyes, it also sug- 
gests MI ACTUAL/present. Recall that the hen form F is shorthand for 4 0073. 







‘AUTHOR VEEDS b42<4% write, author 0152 
2 CONSPICUOUS OM Bele author, writer 0107 















O+ s#ebt author, write 
x4 |? 4 -Baebuy prominence, eminence, 
ddd (+) WHLS(LV) CUSTICRTON occ co eecec cece: 0269 












AHL Y) U5eSLU remarkable, conspicuous 





Here we observe a person (7%) using blades of grass (+) to write: an AUTHOR, Her action 
of expressing things clearly and visibly in writing makes them CONSPICUQUS, 0 FE 1443, 


1444, FH 1445 









z. 4 "SYSTEM VARIIE e45e system, organization, institution 
‘ 2CONTROL d 
] ‘FEF Ave system, structure, organization 
0062 
‘ “4 7 PATS seuts regulate, control... 0626 
2 fiKR uurA. restriction, limit... 0282 
2 Efi] sAttuy birth control 0181 





0708 | Taking your cue from 4 growing plant, see in # a leaf, branches, and roots (ignore the 
73 18| similarity with Ti). Then see |] trimming away (i.e., CONTROLLING or regulating) any excess 
| growth among these. Finally, learn M1 SYSTEM as something that CONTROLS the functioning 
of an institution or process. «= #i) 0935, #2 0709 


1170 


| 8 | 














MANUFACTURE GE wus< manufacture, production 0152 
BES wue5x45 manufacturing industry 
0699, 6498 


Om th us manufactured goods, product 
4 0301 


UK eyve< drug manufacture 0303 
HABBO (cizAttu@ made in Japan 0001, 0031 
0709 Clothing was among the first products made by systematic, industrial processes. It is no 

4é 145| surprise, then, that system (ill) and clothes ( 4<) in combination refer to the systematic mak- 


ing of things, or MANUFACTURING. Picture the clothing at the bottom of the character being 
systematically produced. « 2 0720, fil] 0708 


2441 











e114 













AHH Usk early stage, beginning: initial. .0486 

OF4#) 2. first, outset, beginning 0196 
WIM TO tsvHTO first, first-time 

OPDARAT 2>UTS maiden flight... 0475, 0055 


ORM AHI Ww S LkalteHs day begins to 
dawn 0467, 0024 




















(Ya 
(kL 0) Uk QT) tk tho Ah 
-E(DH) -E() 














O70) In % one can vaguely discern 4 0700, of which it is a variant (do not confuse * with *). In 
the same way the Japanese expression BZ 4) !) (2.4 1), “cutting the leather”) conveys the 
idea of “beginning,” this image of taking a sword (JJ) to cloth represents the FIRST step in 
making a garment. While no two kanji will differ by # and *% alone, you should remember 


that % comes from 4 while & comes from 7B 0311. 





PU Stuy nude body, nudity 
O4>¥R +A5 stark naked, nude 0078 
OFF tama naked, bare, undressed 

| @UB tates barebacked horse 0336 
HUE gL barefoot, bare feet 









1 DIFFICULT \OREIG «AUS incurable disease 0617 
2 DISASTER ORELU. evpLe difficult 

3 FAULT, criticize Ofpe & HEL caxayeuy hard to solve 0345 
$y | 2 BEES &AaA refugee, displaced person... 0477 
DI) -MWECW) OFA (L) HERES BS wAROTS blame, censure .....0515 


| 


0712, Picture # as a Han-dynasty Chinese scholar-official. His high status is marked by the laurel 

## 172| ++ he wears on his head. $7-8 show his arms joined at his abdomen, one hand inserted into 

“apy. | the open portion of the opposite sleeve in his gown. Notice his spread legs. The other kanji 

iE using # (and a version with legs joined, #), appear at 1730-34; preview these now. The pres- 

AX"! ent entry depicts a small bird (FE) making life DIFFICULT for a poor Han scholar-official. See 

1632 | how the bird painfully torments him by pecking at his ears. This image also serves us well for 
# | 18| the act of FAULTING or criticizing. Learn M2 DISASTER as an extension of MI DIFFICULTY, 




















CHER A UweA%e3UA junior/assistant teacher 
0632, 0317 









0713 | Our challenge here is to keep this kanji distinct from the next one, which has the same read- 
7 15 | ing, similar writing, and one similar meaning. Focus on / (the next entry has ¥}, once more 
| letting it suggest second(ary) (see #X 0278). You thus obtain a second-ranking (i.e., JUNIOR) 
bird (ie ). The reading + =. / is easy to associate with JUMIOR. «ar i 0714 










"STANDARD, level ‘HERI UeAt< regulations, standard 0625 
7 QUASI- TORIE tev level, standard: water level 0027 

OH svws standard, criterion, basis... 0405 
Yay @ite BE ewAltoles semifinal 0330, 0460 


2S EB cwAmUW A associate member 
m2 0226, 0317 




























In Japanese the ideas level and STANDARD are expressed in the word “water level” (UKE, 74) 
7k 05 | UA). To perceive the above meanings in this kanji, see a bird (££) sipping water(¥) from 
‘ a river, whose level is marked by $12. $13 indicates the river's maximum range of fluctuation, 

revealing that it is almost at high water; this suggests M2 QUASI-. o@ AE 0713 










PROVIDE (for), furnish ffi “AU military preparations, armaments 


0583 
“MTT 4 CerUTS provide for, prepare for 
. O14 


















TMi &v reserve, spare; preparation, 
preliminani’s oo... 
ali S + 06s equip/provide(with)...0520 
Off Z&2 provide for, stock, furnish 


jes 
TRS) Fi (d) 

























0715 | To perceive here the idea of PROVIDING for a rainy day, visualize this man (4) gathering 
A. 9 | food provisions (from plants +-) inside a container (JH), and hanging it from the edge of 
| a ciff() -). This may seem like an odd place to store his provisions, but in fact he will only 
need them when he has been pushed to “the edge.” 












OFET: vies death . 0233 
















. HEA U8x death, passing away . 0138 
W579 %45U death from overwork 0464, 0542 

y HOE SEES S Lam<cta be prepared to die 

L (ia) LUtc)- 0925, 0326 






9G da Lie die, pass away 





0716 | 47 means bone or death, Let the first stroke represent ground level, so that 9 is buried 
78 | underground. Here it takes K. fallen person underground with it, representing the act of 
DYING, sa 918 0729 















es ‘ FUNERAL HARES S #434 bury, inter 0533 
- 4 } gfaG 25L% funeral ceremony 0109 


, aw XE #5 cremation 0026 
- yey —_ AB $45 burial atsea 0027 
" 1290 (4) OZ84 (a3 bury, inter 














0717) Recall ++ (two hands) from #K 0469. Here we observe two hands burying a dead (7) person 
Ww 140| under grass (++): FUNERAL. 3° $f, 0729 


2022 
12 


COLUMN, row RIELES noeo<S formaline/row/column 
0152 


FES 2&3 archipelago 0341 
FFE ole (railway) train 0125 
YeFl) Ausn- arranged ina row/column, 
parallel : 
Here see 47 asa bone, lined up next to a sword ( |] }, in two neat COLUMNS. In a table, this 
kanji refers to columns and 7¥ 0055 to rows, but in many other contexts the English transla- 
tion for the present entry is row. «= 91] 0090, fA 0721 





HHA te Shoe sharp, biting, scathing ..0619 
OngFlé x25h ou intense, severe 0423 
Fle, 283 violent/strong wind 0425 
FILK hom raging fire, inferne 0026 








ize a fire » stretching skyward in two tall 








; SPLIT, tear AR itn explosion, bursting 0596 
} OFZ SAN DTS split, breakup ....0089 
OgN< x< [vt] split, tear 
‘ ae ily Ogi xt (vi) split, tear 
5 =(4) ¥Ut4) BATE Atte tear, rip, crack... 0021 











0720 | When you see this character, imagine SPLITTING or tearing the garment (4x) into the two 
“columns” 3 (ie., strips) above it, «a #2 0709 





























hs 4 | EXAMPLE, precedent CHT PI wan precedent; above example _ 0113 


: 48 fl Cxdtw usual practice, established 
custom 0321 
” wag —— = fAISb uses exception 0246 
rk (ZB) ue nee usual; that, (the one) in question 
Of RIX zea forexample 


Following the EXAMPLE/precedent set by 47 and !J, A person becomes 4 here and assumes 
an upright position in line with the others. Make an effort to remember that 491) (L-7) is the 
only character based on 4’) that is not pronounced L*”, c= Fl) 0718, 8) 0941 



























OFFMFSAT crueLe prison 0687, 0249 
THA tte prisonterm 0486 





HEH Uituy capital punishment, death penalty 

0716 
ALF] Late» execution, punishment 0553 
HSS iu.v (police) detective 0080 









a 


i Imagine that a traditional PENALTY in Japan was to be tied to a torii (FF) and hacked with a 
sword (|) ), ca +) 0744, Fl] 0409, WT 0724 















TYPE, model 





OgN5) CAC. type, pattern, model, exemplar 
O504 


HUA TAM TH typical. 0504, 0169 


= —- +) EL zvut form, figure 0062 
‘ At: Ate AA! saxer large size; large model... 0033 
MHRZY woxzeet blood type 0198, 0468 


One way to associate this construction with the meanings TYPE and model is to let “penalty 
(fl) + earth (1) suggest the idea of pounding or “punishing” a malleable material like clay 
to shape it into a predefined mold. 









































OBEY &< grind, polish 
‘HEE &¥uL whetstone, knife sharpener 
04 


‘GRIND 
* RESEARCH 













ce 
z(d) 


| BRRRE tAku# rice polisher. 0234, 0473 
One wane study : 0099 











Picture using the stone (fi) to GRIND the torii (FF) to a smooth polish. To associate MI GRIND 
with M2 RESEARCH, think of the latter as the polishing of one’s understanding. A sample 

oe is provided here for M2, but more important ones appear at 1% 1676 and 35. 1710. 
ex JH] 0722 

























MISFORTUNE, trouble JE <v unlucky day, critical day 0001 
JL4E &<eL climacteric/critical year, unlucky 


year ony 

= — Jagr emu trouble, annoyance 0611 
KAJE *v< great misfortune; grand 

climacteric 0033 














0725 | this character shows us a cliff) ) with a body lying below it, hunched over, its back and 
J 27| neck broken ((). It signifies MISFORTUNE. Do not confuse broken body with IJ seal, 
introduced back at Ef] 0231, ea fiz 0726 


2550 
| 4 
DANGEROUS Of; # 42 crisis, emergency 0473 
fc! “pus injury, harm; danger, risk 0413 
Offs te VMKfEIL>) SiG) (HPI) dangerous, 
——— insecure 


= t “LY \ CHL f . sos 
HS (BW) HG) He) pr ls WOSMBKEL ONESIES 


fat Hsia fear, apprehend 


~ Picture SI-2 as. a man who peers down over the edge ofa cliff() ). Realizing what happened — 
to the poor man in the last entry, he suddenly senses DANGER. «= JU. 0725, € 0528 





Of8 #6 aita standard,norm, criterion .. 0624 
MiGl ita example 0721 
SLM cAIZA model, standard; law, code .. 0504 
#6 itAv range, scope 0435 
JASUBR z5itau wide range 0238, 0435 


Recall that kanji with 4” sometimes have to do with keeping records, Here a notorious case 
of a chariot (#4) running over someone (leaving a broken body U,) has been recorded on a 
bamboo scroll as an admonitory MODEL or example of what occurs when one ignores the 
rules of safe driving. 








e115 


HOLD A GRUDGE, resent Of sAdaA deeply held grudge 0230 


wie 
O#Rt> 35¢ holdagrudge, resent{cf. 1B 1217] 





a See Ly ty 
d \v Ps 3G(6)* 30(A)* 58 QDL)* 








4, combines 4’ (which resembles 47 death/bone) and ( broken body. We can treat YB 

as a variation on 36 death. It combines here with heart/mind (/C’) to represent the idea of 
wishing someone were dead: HOLD A GRUDGE/resent. A compound using the reading + ~ 
appears at {Id 1217. 3% ¢ (V2 here) is usually written with the latter kanji. 











» ’ IMPERIAL GARDEN FAA ww2A. inner garden (ofthe imperial 
fe palace) 0215 
MHi HwRA outer garden (of the imperial 

palace) 0266 


my ty 
tO 




















0729 | Here we find &tass growing from the soil in which dead bodies (YU) are buried. Imagine that 
jm 140| they are the remains of deceased emperors, for this character refers to IMPERIAL GARDENS. 
| a $f 0730, FE 0716, 3% 0717 


1926 








ADDRESS FEE scs% address, addressee 0134 
90% aT addressee, address 0269 
RANE ETETS mwooucteceacs assign 

Chinese characters to a foreiyn word 
0266, 0274, 0222, 0098 


SLT F HTL phonetic substitute, false substitute 
character 


ALY Ye AMEN arveuenvataaz 
7 three oranges per person... 0002, 0015, 0004, 0262 
0730 | Means ADDRESS, in the sense of directing to or assigning to. Here we can see the dead bod- 
++ 40 | ies(¥L) being assigned to a location under a certain roof(-**), that is, a specific numbered 
in location (an ADDRESS) where they will be kept until identified, «= 38, 0729 














&(CS) -(C) -bT 






































BOWL, cup OPE Seba teacup; rice bow! 


BRL ShA bowl 




























In a full dinner service, each dish is assigned to a specific course of a meal. Thus in this entrya 
#i 112| stone & (standing for ceramics and glass) that is addressed (30) to a part of a meal represents 
~ | BOWLS or cups. = |B 0732 










; ‘ARM "BEA baAve< muscularstrength 0084 
jo 7 ABILITY OLB vasba upper arm 0041 

wit "PORFET svettey wrist watch 0383, 0555 

Wy Wil STA. skill, ability, capacity 0119 

Dike ? PLAS 3’ae person of ability 0412 





By evolving to walk upright, humans freed up two limbs for addressing to other tasks. Here 
“body part (1) + address (31)” suggests that body part which, not otherwise occupied, can 
be assigned to whatever task we may wish to carry out: the ARM. As for M2, just as = 0046 
HAND can signify “skill,” so too Pl ARM can signify ABILITY, c= 7 0731 

















FEATS (tuvee< tS selloff, dispose of by 
0353 


— ELIMINATE, reject : 
. Toa sale 
HIF FS seowsS reject, dismiss, turn down 
: =—— — — ; 0040 
ee HEHITA xxe<tS reject, renounce... 0606 
OHSS vcaeces retum 0378 


0733 | for this and the next entry, we 20 from ), broken body back to [J seal. Here let seal and go 
1) 26 | away (2 0138) suggest an expulsion or deportation order stamped by a high authority; that 
Al is, an order to ELIMINATE or reject. sa Hi 0734, Bl 0390 


1034 








FEB ae<.x leg(s)[as ofa table] 0068 
O=fH xaz%e< tripod 0004 
HE +e<605 footnote 0368 
MAS &e<tz4. script, playbook, scenario. 0031 


SAM OK sateAsLorw three-legged 
dog 0004, 0031, 0293 


Think of the LEG as the body part (A) for eliminating (£0) things, as in “kicking them out” or 
“ounting them away.” ea Z|) 0733 











OFFENSE, violation 4U4F 14429 criminal act, crime, offense, 0055 
OFLA. wasca criminal, offender 0015 

PiU twatta crime prevention D174 
OFeILS w5enms violatethelaw. 0139 
Bay) HET BAweEHT rapeawoman.. 0093 














gn: 3 CRAZY, mad (about) JERM %45%O insane, mad, crazy 0126 
' OFF RIG eedttaAu'ed rabies 0299, 0617 
‘A #3 MAE k2UA%9 homicidal maniac 
= =——— = 0522,0015 
at HATED BABICKSI daftera girl 00 
£B(b+td) JEBLUAY <aeLuseéus maddening 
thought 0142 








0 36 To remember that this character means CRAZY, let “dog king” suggest a crowned werewolf. 
J 94 | Take a few moments to picture = at the right going mad and turning into 4 at the left. 


0241 


2° Ba 

















GCE uy prison uniform 0700 
f 


a De [Prison 
iE =<L death in prison 0716 








2 al . 
nen Hk Le ae< release from prison 0038 
— +7 SAM, = ¢bp3e diary written in prison 
0035, 0427 
“OMAK were hell; infemo 187 











0737, 4 dog and 7a dog are used here as a disdainful way to represent two locked-up convicts, 
X& 94 | Imagine the words (#) they speak to each other, inside the PRISON. Might they be trash- 
_ | talking one another, or rather collaborating on a plan for escaping their impoundment? 








IS NOT, non-, un-, wrong ARNE eves emergency, calamity 0321 
JERO wvsd<6 emergency exit 0321, 0019 
JFtL une impoliteness 0313 

cE : JERE oA criticism, blame. 0712 


dFEYS wets condemn, denounce 

























0738 “This image of two virtually identical objects facing opposite directions intuitively represents 
JE 175| the ideas NOT, non-, un-, and wrong. 
















"EXCLUDE, reject 
? DISCHARGE, excrete 


OPEN ituceTee exclusive, cliquish, 
clannish oe. 0189, 0169 
"HEA itocs anti-Japanese.... 0001 


2 HEU igusLie> discharge, exhaust, evacuation 
0038 














7HEIK itutuy drainage; displacement (of 
SHUI SN inet lar sceade gees dow tA cine coo 0027 
SPER A tduerx~ exhaust gas. 0126 


0739 | see a hand ( #) EXCLUDING or rejecting something by making the “not” signal (JE). Learn 
+ 64 | M2 DISCHARGE as an extension of MI. we 4b 0746, &k 0740 
























0446 


el 11 


ae | HAIKU, actor ORE) tdur< haiku (seventeen-syllable poem) 
. 0166 
r HEA uur. haiku poet 0015 
a AV4 


‘O740 | Here we see a man(4 } composing or acting out fiction (i.e., that which “is not” JE): he is an 
A 9 | actor or HAIKU poet. A sample compound for the actor sense appears at #& 0780. 


we HE 0739 
0094. 
[10 




















| CRIME, sin AUB Axe. offense, crime 0735 


OFSEOD gxuvo notguilty, innocent 0048 

y OA TED wav. guilty 0400 

2 aE — — | SEBE xuz’s sin, iniquity 0498 

: oe 3A, paore sinner. 0015 
“uuca criminal, offender 


“D741 | To remember that this kanji means CRIME, visualize ™ as the tiny, barred window of a prison 

i) 122| cell and JE as the bars of the sliding cell door, just now about to slam shut. To remember 

— this kanji’s reading, | suggest you memorize the antonym pair V2 and V3, though V1 is more 
common than these. 








OM} ioe fine 0029 
FS) iusiz'o penalty, punishment 0722 
MLE Leis punishment, penalty 0553 
34 itotS punish 
ASU ikbake sacrilegious 0141 








| Again we have the barred prison cell window (=), now shown with words of sentencing { 2), 
i] 122) and the sword of the executioner ( 1 ), symbolizing PUNISHMENT. 











ACCOMPANY OES S esats accompany, go with 
0182 


OPk4 e265 accompany, go with, attend 


—==> KARO C WIVAEEGLST accompanied 
ey ces bya friend 0399 


Lb (4) 











D743| see a man(4) ACCOMPANIED by his “better half” (*F). Note that all kanji in this course 
containing ++ have the on reading 7\ ~, though a few of these may also be read 7\ 
oe fF O18 











5 > , ' JUDGE, decide 4) Fe (tAtt> judicial decision, judgment, 
' 6 3 sentence 0330 
PERSONAL SEAL 
‘ THIEF iAu judge 0080 
oe VHGETS GATHTS judge, decide 0045 
VEILS iwACS judge, decide, interpret 


@Hi)-¥- (Ac personal seal; seal impression 0094 














77 18 | they “cut off” one option in favor of another. Similarly, the kanji for JUDGE/decide suggests 
—) “cut( UE) in half(3é)’ To remember M2, associate the act of affixing one’s PERSONAL SEAL 
with the idea of deciding in favor of something. ox Jt!) 0722, Ti) 0409 


0744 , The English word decide derives from the Latin caedere or “cut,” for when people decide, 


1038 
a 

















COMMENT, evaluate ar fl) wssiZA fame, reputation 0744 


i 
“= : 
a hfeF =3u25 favorable criticism, public favor 
‘| — - — Mei RE Ava film review 0329, 0176 
4 Ea Ost Ai Py . < 
) i x3” evaluation, appraisal 0540 
AAOR TL septovsestit according 


to public opinion 0033, 0173 

















0745 | Recall that 57 0334 resembles “the scales of justice.’ Here, we observe words ( # ) that weigh 
w 149) or assess something on a scale of value, that is, words of evaluation or COMMENTARY. 


1361 | 
| 12 











OsaE ood criticism, comment 0745 
HetA vss critic, reviewer 0745, 0219 
HLHE uta criticism, blame O7N2 

iE H#) wits criticism, comment 0744 

HET S UvwATS ratify 0713 


CRITICIZE, comment 





















0746 Imagine using the fingers of your hand ( ¥) to point out the relative merits and faults of two 
F 64 | things you are comparing (EE): CRITICIZE/comment. « $F 0739 








“ach At. marshal, general 
RRBD 2340. commander in chief 
















Review 7 0290 GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. We'll treat [5 asa variation on official (F3), one 
not working in an office (no >), but sporting a feather in his cap (S1) to indicate high status. 

Cloth (TD) can in this instance represent an army's flag, marking F, as the army's “flag officer’ 
or highest authority, its COMMANDER IN CHIEF. «3 Fifi 0748 










‘~ MASTER, teacher “PC ¥£5U teacher, instructor 0632 
2 1 Gin Lida. teacher, master, coach 0727 
. Y [Ei vt doctor, physician, surgeon 0561 
j y - BCE tF<L_ pastor, minister, priest 0576 
= REG AL painter, artist 0525 











0748" Of still higher status than the COMMANDER IN CHIEF (Bil) is his MASTER or teacher (Effi), who 

J 50 | gets to carry not only a flag but also a teacher's pointer ($7), for pointing to the blackboard 

; during strategy lessons. Practice writing the two kanji in alternation, learning to identify their 
meanings by the presence or absence of the teacher's pointer, «= Fill 0747 























‘SEAT OMe RE xu seat 0279 





2SIT | Weg AL ste. (floor) cushion....0204, 0649 
2 FETS words situpright/straight.. 0043 

| aye 7 @RS tha sitdown 

$b (B) DIME =5x (bank) account 0019 



















WETS AUxTS sit face to face 0650 
HAE &<x sitting alone 0346 



















‘0750 | In Chinese, 44 means “sit” while #4 means “seat,’ but in Japanese the latter has come to 
+ 32 | fulfill both functions. The former still persists in a few kanji compounds in which it refers to 
the action, SIT. «= 44 0751 














OR to¥45 graduation 0498 


THEA AS £50040 graduate from the 
University of Tokyo, ...0.0.0. 0032, 0033 


1M 2542 highschool graduate 0185 
\RtTD toF% die, passon 
@—4E 7K (15£540 private first class 0002, 0393 


‘GRADUATE, come to an end 
2 PRIVATE, soldier 









YY 




















Informed by 4 0749, try to visualize two PRIVATES wearing flat-topped service caps, sitting 
on a bench and listening to a GRADUATION speech. Their soldier's training has come to an 
end, wa 415 0750, 28 0752 











‘RATE, proportion PLES uv) ratio, percentage 0123 
2LEAD, command 1 fe yu interest (rate). 0412 

TRE EOS WoRAEMS fixtherate 0045 
vy Dy 25|9TH wAtoTS lead, command .. 0422 
OS (WS) #1 waewrs lead, command 














is a lid, S6-9 are sound waves (see 248 0302), % isa child, and + is fen. Together they 
mean LEAD/command, from the idea of keeping a lid on ten noisy children, For M1, think 
of how a numerator determines (i.e., “commands") a proportion/RATE. © 78 0751, E1736 














; UMBRELLA “EF xz underthe umbrella (of), affiliated, 
0040 


subsidiary 
PA ToxA irondome 0564 
™ oy es HAE seex umbrella 0154 
" yx H&E wees parasol 000) 








0753 | Behold an UMBRELLA. 








MS aac rain hat 0154 
Off zUeats bamboo hat : 0243 
460k mxtt6 Kasahara [surname] 0208 


ASENX sisbs Ogasawara [surname] 
0034, 0208 


ERE £40 Kasamori [surname] 0241 






























0754 | Here we see ** bamboo used as an old-fashioned conical BAMBOO HAT by a standing per- 
#118} son(iZ), Because a BAMBOO HAT serves to shield its wearer from rain or the sun’s rays, 
_ | was given the same Japanese reading as the kanji for UMBRELLA, shown in the previous entry, 
oe FF 0419 












STAR, colestial body FRE +40. constellation 0749 


















ERIK #ube5% the Stars and Stripes 
0119, 0573 
5 
r KE tty M 0026 
: i fai3 autuy satellite, moon 0661 
fEL AEXL 
OR GW. (gLaseu» astrology 0348 











0755 | STARS are the source of life. Visualize a STAR’s life-giving energy here in the way the sun (A) 
H 72 | shines down ona growing plant (4E), w=» "4 0077 








’ 1 JUICE OR ue fruit juice 0599 
?SOUP “LEYOIT Verne lemon juice 
7IWLIF UL} broth, stack 0038 
Yay Alt (<td meat juice, gravy 0216 
L4 -L4 

















ie) 
Iw 








"DIPPER ‘Jhb laceLeeu the Big Dipper 
~ ? 70 (18 liters) » 0122, 0009, 0755 
» BS ise 20 0003 


















| 0757 Depicts a DIPPER, with two drops of water (S1-2) to represent its contents, We might think of 
it as containing the volume of one TO (18 liters, equivalent to 10 F} SHO 1051). As a compo- 
nent grapheme in other kanji, “} may also mean measure. «= {T 0756 

















"FEE 
? MATERIALS 


O#4 we5eA charge, rate, fee, fare 0029 


1 AP RL/MER 325.7623 fora fee/for tree 
PIO pa Nat el cea ae Han a ate eee Nes 2k 0400, 0048 


258) Aes raw material... 0208 
2 # Ue<ued food, foodstuffs... 0288 
@#L 58 430) cooking, cuisine; handling... 0592 
















Yaa 

















0758 | Depicts the act of scooping up a measure of rice (#) with a dipper (<F). Think of it as a ven- 
3} 68 | dor collecting a FEE by scooping up a measure of his client's rice (as in V1), or a cook scoop- 
ing up MATERIALS for a meal (as in V5). & #} 0759 





SUBJECT OF STUDY ORLA gaye science 0099 
tA La dentistry ; 0674 
BAL wa science; science department... 0532 


HB 425m school subject; course of study, 
curriculum 0632 


BL+4 »sS inflict, levy (a fine, etc.) 




















0759 | Learn to recognize the meaning of this kanji just by the way it differs from the last one. In 38+ 
% 115| we collected roughly bundled rice GE), which suggests raw MATERIALS. Here, we collect neatly 
bundled rice ( #, see #11 0236), which suggests a more technologically advanced stage, one 
requiring the disciplined training of a SUBJECT OF STUDY. #* 4 0758 

















OMRRE Auta calmly, quietly 0334 


1 4-9% 4fatA wholly, totally, completely; (not) 
at all — 0078 


2KIRO TARA® natural... 0270 
@a* Lea nature 0001 
2.4ee 25u'A naturally, asa matter of course 


1 LIKE," “-ly” (modifier-forming suffix) 
20, in that way 












it is probably easiest for English speakers to learn the meaning of YX by thinking of it as 
adding the sense of -LIKE or -ly to the character preceding it. Now we normally don't think of 
dogs (Jc) as meat (A, written here as in % 0637), but if one were cooked up and served to 

us, our outlook might change. Here, picture a fire (41) making a dog “meal-LIKE” # WK 0762 















OPE. piles fuel 0758 


APSA euvarama internal combustion 
engine 0215, 0473, 0451 


— MEA A 42% [vi] burn 


PARIS 02242 [vi] burn out, be burned 
up 0338 


PRed ses [vt] bum 


A little etymology is in order here. Since the previous entry pictured a fire(“~) but then came 
also to mean something unrelated to fire, & was added here to make a kanji that would 
unambiguously refer to BURNING. Practice writing the two kanji in turn, learning to identify 
their meanings by the presence or absence of <. 

























OER 6466 silence, reticence 0655 
PRR ST S &<e<FS read silently 0355 
PAL 9 (PAR) &<e5 silent prayer 

“YK #8 becomesilent, shut one’s mouth 



























0762 | At 0535 we learned that fire(™) turned a village (#2) BLACK (33). Here it turns the village's 
F903) dogs (X) SILENT. ex 14 0763, %& 0760 










OBREE wu. veterinarian 0561 
SPER v05 wild animal, wild game 0534 
BIE 40a animal trail 0158 








0763 | Picture Basa wild, hairy BEAST, standing his ground muzzle-to-muzzle with a dog (%). Be 
A 94 | sure to visualize # as a large and dangerous creature, lest you confuse this kanji with the 
next one, ca PR 0762 



















OF fii W25U hunter : 0748 
GA 25% hunting season 0395 
HAA veda hound, hunting dog 0293 

Yay | S88 &A045 hunting/shootingban....0312 

HESS 2544S hunt, shoot 






















‘O7bh| Bisa simplified variant of Jt 2263 RAT, here being HUNTED by a dog-like creature (4 ). 
fF 94| os FF 0766 
xe 












FISHING OFM W23L_fisherman 0748 
Wt % x45 fishing industry 0498 
Hah #2eA_ fishing boat 0669 
Ha3% 2025 fishing ground, fishery .. 0445 


Xs Yar 

















DISS | Visualize here the act of hauling a fish (2) out of water(¥), that is, FISHING. 
AK 85 


0631 
B14 
OFF9K Loved hunting, hunt 0764 
37TH Uevao% hunting season. .0764, 0486 
BGA. pede =wSe) hunter 0015 
ya OFFI FES wuice< go hunting 0055 


A(S) (VY) -AQ) HIF) Vaso shell gathering (at low tide) 
0146, 0408 











FEROCIOUS, intensive TEX 3a ferocious dog 0293 
TERK 25009 savage beast 0763 

OFEF 4: 45n-2% violent, vehement, fierce 
0719 








IRL tava fiercely 0760 
IEE 45e< deadly poison 0133 











| suggest that visualizing m. as the dog (2 )’s lower teeth sinking into a child (F-) may better 
evoke the idea FEROCIOUS than picturing the dog serving himself a child on a plate. 





SMOKE O**}E 4424 No Smoking [sign]; giving up 
smoking 0312 


fifi 4224 moderationin smoking 0391 
filo%S wesnces vanish in thin air 

Offi. tows smoky 
HBEL Alx= tobacco; cigarette 0144 








Ly 


TH(4) GO Go) 

















0768 | We've learned to see FH as a box (see ¥¢ 0547), but here we're better off seeing it as 
sk 86 | acloud of SMOKE, billowing up over the earth (-t:) where a fire (X) burns. 


is 


0936 
78 | 13 
























OAKETA walsste beburntdown . 0078 


) < ae BESAAL LasvAva> burning oneselfto 
to a — — death 0060, 0081, 0522 
4 i) . . 
9(C) (HR) (%)- (KR) -B(1FB) BEX Pees) grilled chicken 0340 
| ABET Se sunset glow 0265 
y Visualize gt as a fire with three leaping flames. $1 0-12, representing the base of the fire, 


resembles JL 0136 (ORIGIN or base). Together with &, this easily suggests BURN or roast. 
—p. | 0 BE 0770 


. : BURN, roast PAE taAL&3 combustion, burning 0761 

























MEX #25TA dawn, sky at dawn 0270 
WEA ¥£5+tu. morning star, Venus 0755 

SWE 2A¥ 45 at daybreak today 0228 
OED ZE syoxMz5 dawning sky 0398 




















FORMER, old [His] Stuy old system, oldstyle 0700 
JA#E S~pSttuy one’sformername,née 0431 
CIAZK #05 old style, old type o109 
PIAD LAxe3m old and new 0275 


INV 2 awsyvna formerSoviet Union . 0582 























Al marks the present day. S1 marks a time before that (ie, to the left on the calendar): 
FORMER times. When |E] appears as a grapheme inside other characters, we'll generally refer 
to it by the term old. 










Ola BE Ge child, juvenile 0537 
AVA cave two-year-old child _..0003, 0652 


Oc BAL Lae3icw (department of) pediatrics 
0034, 0759 


#LY6 tc#3 infant, baby, suckling 0160 
FE &s<t infant rearing, nursing of children 
0489 




























| 0772 Once a generation comes of age, it sets about reproducing itself. This character depicts a new 
JL10 | generation arising to take the place of an ofd (IH) one. See a newborn CHILD trying to bal- 
Fl ance himself on two little fegs (yu). At the top is his head, looking just like his ofd man. 







2203. 
| 7] 




















' ALSO GRLIP BW ATE prekeuwoes Heisa 
nice man, too 0597, 0285, 0015 


' F,LLIP bLEE talso, me too 0237 
P \ =¥ 
Ee 


0773 | Used infrequently as an independent kanji meaning ALSO, an idea that we may associate 
-. 9 | with the “repetition” of the base strokes: first two on the inside (S3-4), then ALSO two on the 
outside (S5-6). More important to us is its use as a grapheme, for which we shall visualize it 
as flames (S3-6, resembling ») heating a griddle (S2), «= as 0774, X 0058 

















OFR-+-F vauwde Red Cross 0005, 0098 
mH uxcaA RedAmy 0583 
TRA eave infrared rays... 0266, 0210 


















Le LH —_ OPC sod become red 
by dA SAW) HPD) ae sv deficit, red figures 0098 
HA (HS) 


















0774) Associate this character with the color RED by letting the cross (+) at the top suggest a RED 
de 155| cross (the medical relief symbol), kept RED hot on a flame-heated griddle (JP). wx J 0773 






Og 4k vad change, variety; declension. 0120 
188) \4AL3 change, fluctuation 0540 
©8% who change, be different 

14R4 wmKS change, revise 

23 A AAA eccentric person, crank. 0015 


‘CHANGE, variation 
? ABNORMAL 
















ad 


M(bS) (bY) w(K) 












0775 | Here let X crossed legs suggest passiveness or stasis. Then imagine applying a hot griddle 
& 44*| (Js) to a changeless cross-legged person to force them into CHANGE, M2 ABNORMAL can be 
=» | thought of as “CHANGED from the normal.” Note in the old forms for this and the next two 
psa entries how J} simplifies the 4-4-4 construction. 


1782 | 








BARBARIAN ZEA. ALA. savage, barbarian; aboriginal 
EME cia wD Ge Nat taandtag SONG DR 0015 
no 
P ™= EH WARS savage tribe 0568 
; = jOUF Et eigAte savage, barbarous 0594 











0776 | Think of cooking a meal of insects (48) on a hot griddle (Js) as a most BARBARIAN act. 
tH 142 


3% 
Fuh 
EBL 

1827 
112 




















(romantic) LOVE | SR Lona unrequited love 0563 














R325 love 
ATS xutS love, fallin love with 
vy OBA zuvue lover, sweetheart O0t5 
é C5) Se Bua Chay A038 id 3=45 first love 0710 


















0777 | A heart (>) burning like the fire under a hot griddle (5): (romantic) LOVE. The on-yomi 
‘2 61 | Compound to memorize appears in the next entry, «= 3 0778 












OAR tAdes romantic love 0777 













EAR H.Us5 nickname, petname 0604 
HELL s.2<LA. patriotism, nationalism 









5, 0056 
74 0075, 00 
Wwe(LU)* 







#TS Huts love, be fond of 
Og LU Weber darling, beloved 








0778 | Review 0065. Here what is handed over is one’s heart (t}—even if the cross-legged (**) 
& 61 | recipient appears unmoved—for this is true LOVE, «= = 0065, 2 0777 




















"BE ANXIOUS, worry 
? GRIEF 


ETE] ©32< patriotism, concern for ane’s 
country 


WREEAS Vs5s0e9na8 wonyabout 
the future D614, 0274 


"StL. Shuy anxiety, trouble, worry 
3u* melancholy, sad 
? Wp HE\* a5. languid, melancholy. 0172 


M779 | Here we observe a heart AGGRIEVED, caught between the burden of a thousand-pound weight 
‘> 61 | (SI-6, resembling 1 0016 HUNDRED, but with an extra zero) and the passive emotionless- 

| _ Ness of its crass-legged beloved (*). Observing its predicament, we can easily perceive its 

ANXIETY and GRIEF. «= = 0363 



















LY 
JH(AS) ANG) 3(v) 3°) 



































‘SUPERIOR HES 344. preference, priority 0134 
2ACTOR ‘SRS S 5L254% win, bevictorious. 0460 
’ >KIND MYR TLIC t<nke<Le eminent scholar 


~ > =— 0099, 0107 
19 
d: x(LUY) FHS) HEE ttu.3 actor, actress 0740 
MEL V. eau gentle, kind 


780, Think of 4 here as a SUPERIOR and KIND man who comes to aid an anxious/grieving heart 
A.9 | (#8), For M2 ACTOR, it suffices to learn the three compounds PEE (kv. 5, actor, actress), 
| SE (5, actress), and 3M (72 Av) 5, actor), Learn these three words as a set. 













































| CHESTNUT Opt XB exe) roasted chestnuts 0769 
wie iy chestnut [horse] 0487 


yyy 
<i) 

















0781 A box or basket (#4) on top of a CHESTNUT free, for loading up with CHESTNUTS, Do not 
confuse with the name-use kanji 3 MILLET, ea 574 0782 















Of AUS slip, chit, ticket 0223 
VAE FEEL UwsaAvssd resident card 0366, 0477 
OHMS £54353 vote, castaballot .0517 

oe ee 2748.88 +45 votesobtained ..........0987 

243 usseke countthevotes.. 0355 


"SLIP OF PAPER 
* BALLOT 


































D782) A box (=) placed atop an altar (7). Here the altaris being used as a ballot box stand at a 
polling place. The box on top of it has a slot at the top for inserting SLIPS OF PAPER (i.e, 
BALLOTS). = 3 0781 





RTS os5vFS post up, declare, 
demonstrate 0311 


PAE Lesue3 trademark... 035¢ 
28 ws5c slogan, motto, catchphrase . 0222 
OfBi Ux5twA. standard, norm, criterion. 0714 
Ae 2<ued mark, target, goal, object. 0021 

















0783 "Picture a slip of paper (23) pasted on a tree (#)}—a sign or label to MARK the tree’s genus 
and species, Note that the three kanji based on BH are read ES. 














iy DRIFT, float OFZ 29 floating 0613 
~‘ WK wsSt'A casually, aimlessly, unexpectedly 
~~. saint 0760 
—= 2 OS ALS drift, float 
d . ~ PEELS) WS/At reEKSTSM drifting boat ..0034, 0668 
O788)| vere we observe a slip of paper (#2) floating/DRIFTING on the water (¥ )’s surface. 
K 85 
0632_ 


#\14 











TRANSFER | 2845 #A& transfer ofthe capital 0244 
ALY Ata relegation, demotion 040 
ODUM aAta changes, vicissitudes 0775 








0785 | Visualize the three lines of X ($7-9) as ropes wrapping around the objects above and below 
# 162| (which just so happen to be wrap ©. and box #3), XK ties these objects onto the bed of a 
~~ | truck (3_), which is used to TRANSFER them to a new location. The three ropes join in a knot 

at the center of AX. cs #2 1880, 338 1502 


2735 | 
6/15 





EACH, evory, all; various O4¢6 <u each/every individual 0081 


4] #o2< each country; various countries 
; 0 











43h <6 every place; various places... 0187 
4 —#B #<vv5 onecopyeach 0002, 0068 


“GOLZAT BOKOOMAHAT at individual 
discretion 062 

















Review 4& 0119. Here, the angled rooftop (AC) shelters a square building. We'll use this 
concrete image for +, under the label cabin, when it appears inside other kanji. By itself it 
means EACH/every; to perceive this idea it may help to focus visually on how EACH rafter 
attaches to a wall, or vice versa. es 22 0787, % 0269 



















‘VISITOR 
*CUSTOMER 


‘ARIZ (35%A2%"< visitor, caller 0456, 0452 
‘ge &e<L> guest room, stateroom... 0259 
‘RE outed visitor, guest 0274 
2H Csdee< regularcustomer.. 0921 


OBGSA B¥eCAA visitor, guest: customer, 
client; spectator; passenger; outsider 
























FF AZ 





=a 


0787 | The extra roof (4+) indicates a host's special solicitude for the esteemed VISITOR occupying 
> 40 | his guest cabin (4), or % 0786 

















JRER zUU journey 0569 


fia] 
, ee ROAD, way O38 £5 road, street, way 0158 
’ bs PHL 4 alley, lane 0187 
( AR fe #A4 (railway) line, track 0210 
5 ) al iS 234 passage, pathway, aisle 0159 








0788! Visualize asa person stepping down a ROAD that leads to a cabin (4%). The reading 1 can 
Jé 157| be associated with ROAD (but remember that the vowel is short). 

















‘NORM, standard |\©¢e44-FB ae<t%_ pass {an examination), 


, s 
2 STATUS, rank RPI he deter eo oad s eee 0227 
21 A' Lats m<#a'S be promoted toa 
t CHARACTER TMNT PAN nis aciaesi gon element eines 0041 
WW MA. SIS @imks wa< price, cost 0548 


Ore euw< character, personality 0428 
iF =5L latticework, lattice, grid 0094 

















0789 | Only trees (F) of standard height, straightness, and hardness may be used in building cabins 
*.75 | (4). Thus let “cabin tree” represent the idea of a standard or NORM. Trees that meet this 
~) standard earn a corresponding STATUS or rank. Associate M3 CHARACTER with M2 STATUS, 


via the idea of one’s personal standing. 











MU a8< connection, contact; communica 
tion 


S56 £A8< short circuit 0562 
2 With +B 495¢4S inveigle, ensnare, entice 
0509 


TINTERLINK 
7 ENTWINE 























FP 
DH(C) W5(S) ao(E4) 





@k 4 saa intertwine, interlock 0227 
: 2) woe) entanglement 
0790 | Here we use string (#) to ENTWINE or INTERLINK the cabin (4's rafters with its supporting 


¥ 120| walls. The reading 2% ¥¥) (V5, entanglement) can be associated with the tangled legs of 
~ | fried calamari. 
























VaeaB se<c abbreviation 0222 
OLUFS Lssle ss omit, abbreviate. 0681 
1M tJe<¢ abbreviate; leave out 

Oeyns eAte< strategy, stratagem 0461 
2 EWE vue< political maneuvering .. 0246 


‘LEAVE OUT, abridge 
2 STRATEGY: seize 
























Imagine a group of field officers inside a cabin (4), devising a battlefield (FA) STRATEGY. 

Naturally, their STRATEGIZING revolves around which of the field’s four quadrants to seize, 
and which to LEAVE OUT. Incidentally, this is the only kanji in this course with the reading 
ee 





'STATELY BUILDING VBE tom Your/His Excellency 0040 
2 CABINET (of a government) a AS TALMA< castle-tower; See 
eep 





——' $0 RAF xaa<t Ginkakuji [temple] . 


ng: 05, 0382 


@AQRA zu< government cabinet 0215 























0792 | A cabin (44) framed inside a gate (F"l) depicts a STATELY BUILDING. As you look at this kanji, 

FY 169| picture an imposing edifice, set well back from the gafe on extensive grounds, that offers 

~——~|_ the space and privacy to which those of high rank are accustomed. A group of government 
ministers meets privately in this stately cabin: the CABINET. 























FALL, fail CHF Som fall, drop, descent 0040 
KFS us< TS fall, depreciate, go down 
0479 


4 


a = —— —— O%5S #6 fall, drop; fail 
f Bea (db) B(EF) Y6X Hix fallen leaves 0605 
fi ) rm j | Wed ses let fall, drop; remove 
0793 Visualize water( Y) FALLING off the grass (++) roof of this cabin (4). Now we have learned 
wt 140| eight characters containing #%-, which leaves only HH 1229 and PRS 2126. 











2019 





Oj#iJt @Adz< north and south, north-south 0122 
ABB 4#A3% southern) part; south 0068 
LPG tSeA southeast 0032 


FAM ZAttA. southern barbarians, Europeans 
arriving to Japan from the south (in the 
sixteenth to eighteenth centuries). . 0776 


ORT aac south exit 0019 


0794 | Visualize this as a kind of chart of the earth, marking SOUTH with the symbol for sheep 
+ 24 | (abbreviating =), in reference to the sheep pastures of Patagonia. 

























POEB #..3) western part; the West 0068 
APF Avtuts AtlanticOcean . 0039, 0491 
‘ OP wuss the West 0491 
LLL | JPG tater northwest 0122 


cL Opi Ml Lets west side: Western European 
countries and America. .........-........... 0626 














0795. Picture S1 as the horizon and CJ as the sun, now set below it in the WEST. S4-5 point down- 
i 146| ward, suggesting the sun's downward course over the western horizon. ce F¥ 0796 














; {sign of} THE ROOSTER OPR4E LLL Year of the Rooster 0117 

2B BORA eumiesee west 0173, 0342 

; a FEOTH eum. “Rooster Day”: year-end fair 

7 & 29 | o 
a, EY 











0796 | This character appears frequently as a component grapheme, where it signifies liquor or 
FS 164| ferment. We can visualize it as a mostly empty bottle with a large stopper (S1, $4-5), As an 
independent kanji, it is the horary sign of THE ROOSTER. wa 7G 0795 


2969 


aly 

















0797, | Liquid ( Y ) poured from a liquor bottle (Fj): ALCOHOLIC DRINK. «= {74 0798 
7K 85 | 


SPRINKLE, wash 








| 3A Lw25 sake brewing: distilling 0699 
fk WAL drinking (alcoholic drinks). 0289 


38 wad sake: alcoholic drink, wine, liquor, 
beer 


GER x sake dealer, liquor store 0252 
3414 sai bar, barroom, pub, tavern. 0445 











OPES sBLene stylishlydressed 0793 


WES Lens dress up stylishly; play on 
words, be witty 


WHET AT ASA LehknrArtip 
fashionable hairstyle 


WEA Lento dandy, fop 0793, 0107 


0793 





0798| Resembles i#4, but now the bottle is empty. The few drops that remain ( Y ) are not enough | 
to drink, only to SPRINKLE on the floor. = (4 0797 


"DISTRIBUTE 
2PUT IN ORDER, manage 


A 


<td (4) 


ALS <a distribute, allot 
‘ACRE iauey5 distribution, supply; rationing 
0526 
VACA itu AltA distributing board, 
switchboard 0155, 0673 
2 =A ciguy arrangement, preparation... .0046 


@¥AETS Lists control, manage, govern 
., 0379 





D799! Visualize kneeling down (i) to DISTRIBUTE fiquor' Hf) to a group of seated guests. With this 
image of carefully allocating the liquor we can associate M2 PUT IN ORDER/ manage. 


‘ACID 
? OXYGEN 





yy 
o (Ww) 





ORRtE satu acidity 

1 MEL ge. sour, acid 

VBR olXv. Folge sour, acid 

OF AAt oxygen 0192 
2 {KL Am oxidation 0120 





Take 22 to mean sharp stimulus: Z. is a nose and JL—just in 22—are acrid vapors enter- 
ing the nostrils (from stinky feet at the end of the crossed legs 2), We thus obtain “ferment 
(4) + sharp stimulus (22)," signifying ACID. Also refers to the element OXYGEN, once associ- 
ated with the formation of ACIDS, ea ( 1440, WE 1441 











DELAY OFFS 5248 postpone, delay, extend; 
hesitate 0163 














24 depicts a ceremonial liquor bottle, distinguished by the ornaments on its stopper ($4-5 

in this entry), which you may wish to visualize as a pair of precious Jewels. To associate this 

character with the meaning DELAY, imagine a dog(3 ) who has been slowed down by a few 
sips from the ceremonial liquor bottle. 









HONOR, esteem OMBt+S 244234 respect, esteem, value 
05 


d 
AS-D UEALA self-respect, pride 0081, 0056 
OBL) poew (=£5e09 exalted, august 
PPT ES pakAsL revere God 0316 
BAAS £A.5 your father o100 













yy : 
Freaks) '5ECWA) LoL C3) 
£5403) 






















This character conveys the ideas HONOR and esteem by showing an outstretched arm (>) 
holding aloft the ceremonial liquor bottle (24) for an HONORED/esteemed authority figure. 
cw if 0803, Xk 0804 





OMS TS CHALWTS observe, obey, follow, 
CO 0648 





















Here let $_ suggest following in the path of an honored or esteemed authority figure (24), 
i.e., OBEYING one’s superior, Take a moment to absorb from this image the idea of OBEYING 
an authority. c@ EX 0802, Y 0804 









GUIDE, conduct OM NFS &51c037B lead into, bring into 
0039 
EMF Le initiative, leadership 0365 

2 ——————=| BURSTS 4455+ instruct, teach, train 
Fa An .. 0692 
ABU (S) FARR [ZA SeUs semiconductor...0335, 0062 





OK abu guide, conduct 


0804 | Here we observe an outstretched arm (J) GUIDING something along its way (32). Like 34 
sf 41 | 0158, this entry is read FY. oe 28 0803, 2 0802 








2509 


#15) 





























uty A RESPECT, revere iE 140.49 respect forthe aged 0629 
OPTS ATS respect, esteem, honor 
oat2 





fi _ HE ctusves honorific title, term of respect 
wh 0684 

FP (5) a2 uc honorific language, polite speech 
0222 





O#K4 5#5 respect, revere, honor 


0805 | At the left we see a circus elephant, with a phrase in its mouth (see 4a] 0166 PHRASE) and a 
At 66 | grass (++) laurel on its head. At the right we see a rod-bearing hand (AZ), that of the beasts 
master. Imagine this laurelled, phrase-uttering circus elephant bowing before its master to 
show its RESPECT. Stick with this image in the next two entries. 


















1GUARD AGAINST OS ux police 0639 
2 WARN 1S ua police officer 0290 











VERT usLbs3 Metropolitan Police 
= 4 Depatiment .....00....0..0. ee 0623, 0441 
245 truce warning, admonition 0698 

7 uae» caution, warning; guard, 
vigilance _ 0469 

















0806 | (Continuing from the previous entry) Now the master issues a stern word (=) of WARNING 
‘= 149| to the circus elephant, to GUARD AGAINST any disrespectful behavior. sa #& 0807 











SURPRISE —® yroxs5 astonishment, surprise. 0002 


Ope a < (SES") #25%°< astonishment, surprise, 
shock 


OR #BEm< be surprised; be frightened 
RMC“Ak geacne astonishing, wonderful 
Rat seed surprise; frighten 













Fay 
BHA) BEA(AS) 

























As part of the circus act, a horse 4 suddenly bolts out of its stable to SURPRISE the poor 
elephant. V2 REA*< (%&29H*<, sometimes written with the unlisted kanji fs, 777) is 
suggested for memorization, but compounds with listed kanji appear later at S. 0882 and 
WE 1731. war HF 0806 





| SCATTER, disperse; unrestrained 





OWE wusA breakup, dispersion; dissolution 
. 0345 


Of + 454 [vel scatter, disperse, break up 

















fruit <us5y eat untidily, eat a bit of 
ay PRORAN NS ieee ste asecet 0208 
B(B) b(t) BOT) Had) | MBTHROdT \eesse litteraroom 


; 0066, 0252 
BAR +Atz leisurely stroll, walk 0679 


rj depicts flesh (A) attached together (S1-4, from #£), which we can interpret to mean Sia- 
Ag bh | mese twins. Now imagine that you strike (SZ) the Siamese twins to “SCATTER” (i.e., separate) 
| them. o& 49% 2186 


b(6MS) B(GIFS) 














1518 
mel 42 











’ BOLDLY OBGRE mateac boldly, bravely 0760 


: FRAT #Ac5 decisive [daring] action. 0055 | 
, om Vy SRE pA bold, daring: resolute 0599 | 
yy MATT S #attS dare to do; do anyway 
v H(AT)* HAT)* IMUIAST cuaay as Alemmborery measuie, 





NOR INOW at ccs seco BARE saree eed aaa 








0809 | See the act of BOLDLY striking (AZ) someone in the ear (EP), which swells presently into a 
cauliflower ear ¥. 


' SEVERE ‘RE u'An<e severe, strict, rigorous 0789 

2 SOLEMN Opee ABA strictly prohibited 0312 
ORLY &U'LU severe, strict, rigorous 

yy ty Oita te ascZa%e solemn, dignified 

BlE(m) SE(LVY) 2 Be Re ZAUTA dignity, sanctity 











First let *Y on top of suggest wildflowers growing at the edge of a cliff, and imagine an 
unwary child running over to pick them. Now think of his parent’s SEVERE reprimand, start- 
| ing with a cauliflower ear(¥)-inducing blow (AZ) to the head, 


BUDDHA #44, LAs gods and Buddha; Shinto and 
Buddhism 0316 


O(L,PR So%25 Buddhism 0632 





444. taA.s> Buddhist invocation, prayer to 
Amitabha 023 


OLE (akits& Buddha; deceased person 0501 


Fé ict Japan and France, Japanese- 
French 0001 








| Earlier we linked nose Z\ with “self”; here, it just means nose. Imagine a giant BUDDHA 
statue, such as the famous ones at Nara or Kamakura. Then see a man (4) climbing up the 
statue and discovering he’s only the size of BUDDHA'S nose. 4d also refers to France, from its 
use in the old transliteration (AN PY (3. At). o& 44, 0812, fe 0223 


"CLEAR AWAY OPK ot shortage 0482 
7 PAY "HAWHETF (teu.ees brush off, shake me 





“WEFAW <i» exorcism 0725 

a 2HAWGAC Geuze payin, payu 0192 
($5 (9) 445() 48 (0) ney Nor ee 

OFFA Ligeu payment, payout, defrayment 

037 








See a hand ( ¥ ) reaching up to CLEAR AWAY the mucus from a runny nose (Zs), PAY is an 
associated meaning, from the idea of CLEARING AWAY one’s debts. Note the traditional 
forms for this entry and the one before. wa 42, 0811, HK 0813, #A 0237 

















‘ ENLARGE, widen OPKTS w<eKvtS magnify, enlarge, expand 
0033 










PLA w<AA. scattering, diffusion ogoa 





FRdK <As< expansion ofarmaments 0583 





















VayPkTS meAT= dumable trash 0761 
TART AR snit> indispensable 0069, 0277 
TET pu lovable, darling, sweet 0778 
iif att approval/adoption ofa bill .., 0330 
277 »v right or wrong, propriety 0552 


'POSSIBLE, -able; worthy of 
? APPROVE 

















a 











0814 | Make the “okay” gesture with your right hand, forming a circle (1) with your thumb and 
forefinger and wrapping your three other fingers above and around that circle, roughly 
matching this character. By learning to see the idea of “okay” in "J, we can easily remember 
thal it means POSSIBLE and APPROVE. Now a few notes about differentiating look-alike 
graphemes. Ignore the similarity between this entry's outer frame and 7} wrap up (the 
elephant’s “ear” is an indispensable part of the latter; to review see 43) 0166). Also, carefully 


note the difference between this entry and “J 0820,... (continued below) «= ri) 0820 









1 WHAT 
2HOW MANY, several 






OAD sate geometry 0470, 0099 
VANE CH a BAUT SH Whattimeis it? 0383 
1 4ofS4 gic whatever, what............. 0080 
Milf CH a wert te Howold aeons 








ra 
Zico mA gtc- wA- 









2 {AE ALMA several hours 0383, 0448 








(Continuing from the previous entry)... which contains an extra horizontal stroke above ee 
and whose enclosure is written ina single stroke. Except for [Sf (0819) and the ay group 
(which starts at 1329), the on-yomi of characters based on ¥J is 7, while that of characters 
based on 1) 0820 is >... Now let us address the present entry. Nonverbal communication 
| (like the “okay” gesture "J) is by nature rather vague. Here a man (4), not understanding 
exactly what someone means by the gesture, comes up and asks, “WHAT?” «= {i 0821 


















TORMENT; severe OFFA ze ne severe, intense 0719 
FPO mtu caustic 0128 


OWS «vos bully, torment 
77D ave torment 
472 woe become irritated 0067 











WE (D)* WE (DS)* Wo" 
sw (O)* 











0816 | Here let ®] okay suggest the overly acquiescent attitude of a bullying victim. The bully TOR- 
Q| MENTS him by piling grass (++) on his shoulders, to which he meekly replies, “okay.’ 





+}- ' LOAD, cargo AAT cee arrival of goods(atashop) 0039 
OFEAT xu stock, goods on hand 0406 


OFF icb2 baggage, luggage, load 0172 
WHEY (2-34) packing 0699 
: Me PSS tc#e5e takeaload off 0040 


Combines the two previous entries, vexingly. Our best option may be to see 4 and uy work- 
mi rn ing together to carry a heavy LOAD of grass, Remind yourself that when 4 and "J carry the 
~ | load I of grass together it means LOAD, while making "J carry it alone is just torment. 

oe Hy 0816 





|| me. rivers 0022 
OMminy 5A2° canal 0584 
Sil xAa Milky Way; galaxy. ...........0283 
IR #bez riverbed 0... 0482 
i] tbs dry riverbed, river beach 0208 





PHONETIC [a] | fi #B ax Abe [surname] 0068 
bil a~ Abe [surname] 0069 
Bij Ae az 5 (=d5t2) fool, idiot 0647 


(af RRig” date Amitabha; lottery; Kemne 
a hat on the back of the head .. 0685 


Aube] «Aa South Africa 0794 








This character is used phonetically for 7, and is the only character based on "J (other than 

3 170| the 4¥ group starting at 1329) not pronounced #. Making special note that this entry is the 
single exception will make it easier to remember that the others are all read #7. Memorize its 
reading from the surnames listed in V1-2. 








OFFICIATE, administer 5) Lvs librarian 9079 

5)#% Uxv Catholic priest, rabbi 0697 

——— BATS Lowes preside; emcee 0226 
WwW y OBJ Ulzs administration of justice 0139 
£3] Us5L superior officer, superior... 0041 





0820 | A view from above of an official's tidy desktop: $1 outlines the shape of her desk, while $2 
1 30 | represents her pen and C1 her writing pad, all arranged at neat 90-degree angles, Let this 
~~ | image symbolize the act of administering or OFFICIATING, As noted earlier, all kanji based on 
®] are read 2. ®] is even used phonetically for +, as in AFB) FL. wae TE) 0182, FT 0814 


2538 
| 5 





23h 








INQUSRE, pay a visit O49] S45 inquire (about), be told; pay a visit 


fA]\ SHHu» question, inquiry; consulting the 
oracle; call, visit 


WOBWOLELLIM WwoHBsaHULELED 
a When shall | call on you? 


 efilo7e ... &Saator: | heard that... 







a 
3A (4) 











0827 | When you come across i] as a component grapheme in kanji such as the present entry, 
AG | you can visualize it as the desk of an official or administrator. Here we observe a man ( 1) 
_ standing before the official’s desk. He is paying a visit to the official to INQUIRE about some 
oan Sample on-yomi compounds for this entry appear later al {8 1675 and As 2103. 
___| oa 40) 0815 


HERA) X<U_ writing lyrics 

iz] WAL partofspeech 
mnt] &5L verb... 
Of 8] sWL noun 


Of) FFF Lo<ds raise animals), breed, coat 
OA89 


fA Led fodder 0758 
OKe)AD wed keep (a dog) 0299 
22 AHL. u->ua shepherd 0490 


REL fi tteLau grazing; letting (a dog) run 
PROC ih eG vss eR lanideatees es Sues alien st 0574 





COUNTER FOR BOOKS ft#L %o¢5 number of books 0309 
O—k vox one volume 0002 


/E-F Uz5%b booklet, pamphlet 
0094, 0074 


4) iit sA42> separate volume 0088 
BIT <2 separate volume, extra issue 0090 











BOOKS in a bookcase. Do not confuse with iff roots, introduced at iit 2109. ex #L 1694 








_ y | HEIR Of UL heir, successor bor 
‘Alia =5L imperial heir, crown prince.._.0077 








= . . . — 
Picture the greedy HEIR of an official approaching the official’s desk (J) with a hungry 
1 30 | mouth (C4) and a stack of books (it) containing a long testament listing all of the posses- 
sions he hopes to inherit, if he can only get the official to sign it. 





PEEK, come into view OWR< m#< peek, look into; stick out, peek 
through 


BM Oope, kepSteeo2< look out the 
window 0558, 0266 


ARAN OF%He peephole 0397 
BNEMBWYTOSA BATKOZUTUS 





(Your) belly button is showing 





0826 “Until now all of the graphemes adjoining =] official’s desk have approached it from the 
F, 147| visitor's side, the left. Here a seeing eye (hi) sneaks around the back of the desk to PEEK into 
| | the official’s drawers. 


















‘SONG 
2 JAPANESE POEM 


‘ikki mL words/lyrics ofa song 
ORF me singer 0046 
OWS 35 sing, recite 

2 F055 *:Ax tanka, Japanese verse 0562 
2 FUR te Japanese poem, tanka 








327 | Now we return to the (J) group—remember, when there’s no desk pen, and the enclo- 
sure is written in two strokes, it’s 7, not >, and it’s okay, not official’s desk. To learn the 

present entry, make the okay gesture (FJ) with both hands, put them in front of your gaping 
mouth (2X) like two megaphones, and SING a SONG through them. 








DITTY AIR 25% ditty, ballad 0034 
FFI caveat lullaby 0094, 0648 
OnA4 3% recite, sing 








Here LI sings a little DITTY, with conch shell (Fl) accompaniment. 





















'BEAR £44 #5 bearon the back; take upon oneself 

2LOSE | £fay 3a load, burden 0817 
144 (25. aspiration, ambition 0664 

7 *f113S £114 lose, be defeated 

£034) EMT) BS) "rt L253 victory or defeat; nat ere 















Simply see “” as something bearing down upon and overwhelming i shelifish. To correctly 
perceive in this kanji the meanings BEAR and LOSE, we must take the perspective of the 
shellfish, who LOSES to “” and who must BEAR the burden of “” on top of him. Now is a 
good time to go back and review Fi 0352. 0s JA 1867, HX 0830 













BE DEFEATED OWclk ttuvz< defeat, setback 0122 
BRR itusea lost battle, defeat 0461 
Aer Lotgu. failure, mistake 0563 


i TJBRERE icledsxaiter two wins, three losses 
22,35 (IL4) 0003, 0460, 0004 


Ofte sina be defeated, lose 








There must be something about shellfish and losing, because this character also means BE 
DEFEATED. While the previous entry suggests bearing the burden of defeat, this one points 
rather to the act of BEING DEFEATED, with its image of a striking rod (AZ) beating a shellfish 
(FA), oe Fi 0829 











‘RESPONSIBILITY 
7 BLAME, censure 






PELE eetca responsibitity, liability 0372 
13€%% vse responsibilityand obligation. 0687 
‘HHH teste heavy responsibility 0539 
24H ves self-accusation 0081 
@#w%S ews blame, censure 
















te 
at (2) 








0831. See = as onerous layers of RESPONSIBILITY or BLAME, mounting up on the poor shellfish 
(1). When we find Vf inside other kanji, we can simply interpret it as a graphic representa- 
tion of mounting layers. «= E1177, ¥¥ 0130 










ACCUMULATE HAA Updste pilingup 0539 
Of] 2 pile up; stow aboard 


AA LIS >raHai7S pile up, accumulate 
0041 















bee Perce Lired pore ern? * Wee Tl Ce Ce ec 
2(t) -B& 2(%4) 2(d)) 








OA mate area, square measure 
fb") 24 intention, purpose 









10892) informed by the previous entry, see mounting layers of rice (#) ACCUMULATING on top of 
# 115| the shellfish. A good on-yomi compound to memorize for this character appears at #& 0884. 








‘DEBT Off xs debt, liabilities 0829 








2BOND 14898 ave debt, obligation, liabilities 0687 
Oe avira bond, debenture 0456 

4 Fe[(&{ =<*u» national bonds; national debt/ 
loan 0075 


4s4# 234.» public bond; publicloan.... 0089 


0093 | Picture a man(4 ) burdened by mounting layers (¥&) of DEBT. «= f# 1220 
AY 

















PICKLE, immerse OMS sua pickle, preserve; immerse, dip 


itt 71440 pickles, pickled vegetables 
0172 








iy KUTA pi i di 
DFS) DS) SG) SH ARGH AUZAsit Dich vRNA) 


FPeRicihitS teavicous immerse/ 
dip one’s hand in water 0046, 0027 












0834 | Here think of Y as brine, and try to picture == weighing down Fl so as to keep it immersed 
for PICKLING. Notice how 4 is literally pushed down to the bottom of 7. 
~ | war HEE 1178, 1 0974 





Ofb Ff t¥3L spinning: spun cotton/wool 0112 
HE F343 carded wool 0487 
Anh sbAlES cotton spinning 0211 


Off Fal MARWEICOU< spin cotton 
into yarn 0211, 0112 


SPIN, make yarn 














ACHIEVEMENTS; spin thread OR eves results, record, achievement 0070 


S44 ove (actual) result, positive achieve- 
ments 


| 3248 #25te achievements, business results 





“¥ 
ANG dtu te poor result, underachieve- 
ment 0049, 0070 


REM Ses spinning 0835 
0836 | This kanji’s original meaning was spin thread. First visualize FX as a spool, each of its seven 
# 120| horizontal lines representing one loop of thread around the spool, drawn from i. Now imag- 

ine the loops of thread accumulating one by one from the bottom up as the spool winds 
around, symbolizing a person’s cumulative ACHIEVEMENTS. 











1288 | 
(17 

















: IMPLEMENT, too! A &5¢ tool, implement; furniture 0158 
JAA £5 tool, instrument, appliance ...0047 


Og Hm furniture 0219 

‘ vs OB Bfk% <tuvcxe concrete, specific 
—————_ . Nes 0062, 0169 
ZA ~ f2OF anc colors, oils, paint 0525 











0837 | Restaurants serving whole lobster or crab usually provide special utensils for removing the 
§ 


‘A. 12| flesh from the shell, Visualize S6 as a special IMPLEMENT splitting apart a shellfish (FR). 
ca ne Fl 0082 

EY 

2208 

| 8 



















TRUE, genuine FE LAw true meaning: real intention. 0151 

F4H LA45 truth, facts, real situation 0682 
OBZ LAL truth, reality 0499 
~ OR AHH gat center, middle 0035 


FUE #U23eA rightin front. ...0043,0175 












— 109| ger at the top (S1-2) to pry open the shellfish and discover the TRUTH hiding inside. This is 
similar to the way we learned #4 0318, so you may wish to review that entry. 












Def b2<HA. straightline 0210 
TIES Ussuaic honestly, frankly 043 
DHSIC AebIC straight away, at once 
@AT wat set right, fix 
28H T Pieast do overagain 


' STRAIGHT, direct, upright 
?PUT STRAIGHT, correct 













Fay VR Ya 
ACBL) RECT) -eSCH) 
wB(S) FC)" 













1839 | The English words direct and correct derive from the Latin word for “straight,” rectus, As we 

H 109| did with 1E 0043, we should see STRAIGHTNESS, correctness, and uprightness in this kanji. 
See $8 as a carpenter's square, and Hi as a graduated scale, both of which this character's 

architect must have included so as to keep it perfectly STRAIGHT. 





: : PLANT OFM Us<32 plant, vegetation 0172 
‘ ‘ FRE Us<a#a. colonization 0477 
y .\ FLEGHL Ls<#A% colony, settlement 
: s teins 0477, 0187 
eed OWA 54% plant 
3(2%) (bd) a, eee 


#227 524 garden plant, potted plant... 0028 








0840. Depicts the act of setting a free (#) perfectly upright (iEL) when PLANTING it. Interchangeable 
A 75 | with the next entry for V2 fii L&< AA (colonization). 














T t =i 
MULTIPLY ORS wuLa< reproduction, procreation 0036 
WME Lassa increase of production; 





: enhancement of one's fortune........ 0181 

: | FEES La<#a colonization D477 
vag ON AHHZS xvvaxAsinas become rich 

w(24) (>) 0653, 0181 
FESR T texAgaes increase one’s 

savings D442, 0029 








0841 | Imagine a depopulated rural town desperate to raise its census count in order to augment a 
# 76| government subsidy. This kanji suggests the novel solution of MULTIPLYING the population 
1 by standing all the dead (47 ) upright (if), so that the census-taker will mistakenly count 
them as living inhabitants, w= 34) 1223 














Offfi{fi m+ value, merit, worth ; 0548 
SAH +56 numerical value 0309 
OfR ELLY pasty’ price hike 0041 

‘| fH)4 2s beat down the price, pagal 





VALUE, worth 


Offi 4 studs be worth, deserve, merit 








0842 “Upright (EL) man (4 )” suggests a man of VALUES. Note that the sense is not “having prin- 
KY ciples,’ but rather finding VALUE or worth in something. 







Ofiti ws position, place 0577 
at 4S +0544 establish, found, set up 
0520 


PLACE, put in place; leave in place 






URS (35544 leavealone; neglect 0574 
Or ¢ as¢ putin place; leave behind 
Mik * %m#8% closet, storeroom, shed 0172 


i 
BK) -8(%) 





Many train cars have luggage shelves made of nets of cord or steel. In this character, try to 
visualize the act of PLACING your luggage straight/upright (iEL) on a net (™™) shelf. 





x PREFECTURE OW. WA prefectural 0067 
REQ wAesa. citizens ofa prefecture 0477 
IBATST AU prefectural governor 
roy 0560, 0080 
ARTUR ee 3attA urban and rural 
prefectures 0244, 0158, 0247 





EAU au btta. Aichi prefecture 0778, 0560 


0844 “Here we take S1-2 of EL 0839, split it into three pieces (vertical piece plus horizontal piece 
 199*| which splits between left and right), and use them to erect a PREFECTURAL office, following 
H e the same post-and-buttress design we used for CAPITAL 44 0245, but without the fa/iness 
ERA (FT), This makes for a structure that is upright (cf. .) without being “uppity” 

2294 











el 9 

















Rey 
i OF 4 AN] F#+42L09 state of Texas 


@FbM| <3 sandbar, sandbank 0678 


4 | STATE, province TIN EAT Lieder state government 0246, 0247 

me ik ?SANDBAR “MWK Lssoeuw< state-run college 
) \ 0067, 0033, 0099 
( ' TIN#B Lede state capital 0244 


D845 | the odd-numbered strokes are SANDBARS that appear in the middle of the river when the 
« 47| water is low. For rivers that mark the boundary between STATES, this raises the tricky question 


of which STATE each SANDBAR belongs to. == 2H 0846 










OpbHH a4 sandbar, sandbank 0478 
Men + 4 xoss strand, runaground 0749 








0846 | Interchangeable with the previous entry for the sense SANDBAR. «= J] 0845 
AK 85 








CONTACT, join, meet HEA #oLe< contact, touch 0344 
Heise 42 %< connection, joining 0354 

ORHEIC bectoIc directly 0839 
HES toss come in contact; adjoin 


O#E¢’ > piece together, splice 

















0847 | SZ isan unlisted kanji that means concubine (think of it as a man standing [32] on a woman 
=. 64 | [2], holding her down in her lowly status). In the present entry, he reaches out with his hand 
| (¥) to have physical CONTACT with his low-ranking mistress. 


SUCCEED, follow OMe S due<sa continue, last, maintain 
035 


ERE 5itL succession; successor, heir... 0114 

——| bE be5tt relay, rebroadcasting 0035 

aie ORES wae IS succeed toahouse _ 0219 
EITHER 34426 inherit, succeed to... 0065 





0848 | Review #¢ 0354. In this entry, we have a sheaf of rice (A), baled into a box with baling cord — 
¥ 120| UR) for bequeathing to one’s SUCCESSOR. v= lift 0849, Hi 1614, ft 0354 


fake 
iN 
iva 











1 CUT OFF. refuse Of> %-> cutoff, sever; abstain from 








? DECIDE, resolve VET TS eo o#ATS cutoff, sever 0086 
Qf isA2EA. judgment, decision 0744 
a 23RT (toxA decision, determination, 
t(9) 2kb(3) resolution 6330 
OWS ces refuse, reject; give advance notice, 
inform 





0849 | While # in the previous entry suggests continuation, JT” hacksaw here signals ending. Picture 
Fr 69. | FT sawing right through the box (along $3). With this image, associate both M1 CUT OFF 
and M2 DECIDE, which in fact derives from the Latin words for CUT (caedere) and OFF (de). 


4, _ 
Esl Remember, # signals continuation, while FT signals discontinuation. «= AK 0848 





1355 








RESPOND, correspond OPS z0.4348. correspond to, answer to; 
be equivalent; deal/cope with.............. 065 


RIF S AMStS react, respond 0374 
ss IS#E #52 reception [as ofguests] 0847 
e(RB) It FA 5&5 practical application 0047 
Ik2% Ztas strike home, have an effect on; 
repay, reward 
Let shelter (J ~) + heart/mind (-C)) suggest one’s mental or emotional RESPONSE on entering 
a secluded, sheltered place. As Jt refers to RESPONDING to, acting in accordance with, or 
being suitable for a given demand or situation, we can also associate it with the English word 
correspond. 











TEES 4S 4Lz34% getup, rise 
OR SALE9 hotbed 
TRRICAS ecictsu.d getinto bed 
@RO WM ezox alcove 

@RO El weOsalc onthe floor 


‘HEMP VaR we flax 0545 


BECOME NUMB TKAR zAuv& hemp; paper amulet used in sin 
rites 


‘ABR C'# sesame 0258 
ORAR ax eG, £4) hemp cloth, linen 
0204 





= 
dx 


ORR ge< narcotic, drug 0303 








PERSONAL HISTORY OckRE adhe academic background 0099 


™ ," JAE u'csna case history, patient's record _ 0617 
ys WEE Ane war record 0461 
ve | TSIEE tha summarized personal back- 


ground, bio 0791 


4H Lene company history 0314 
Here we'll ignore the J*"/J~ distinction in order to take advantage of F* hemp. In Japan 
one fills out a standard PERSONAL HISTORY form (Ifa REE [1 4% L x, see Hid 1871]) when 
| applying for a job, If J were any indication of the form’s content, we would expect it to ask 
the applicant, “When did you stop (1) smoking hemp (J*)2” wa JE 0854 































CALENDAR OUI 4u“ne Christian Era, AD. 0795 


WE awh old (lunar) calendar 077) 
ORO bClt xkamsacia according to the 
calendar 0041 


L+ ; 
akm AEWA tatecieee floral calendar 0121 


0854 | Again we'll use JPR hemp without distinguishing between rand). Here, a hemp-paper 
A 72 | chart of the days (Fl): a CALENDAR. Later, we'll learn three more kanji based on JA: BR 2095, 
‘- 8£ 2099, and Hf 2100. Those three all use J" and are, like JM, read ~%, while the present 








ouse J and are read b>. oa JRE 0853 












‘ ATTEND {to} 
? CONFRONT 


TRAE WA4tS presence, attendance 0279 
‘HRP WALLS clinical 0951 
DARED muczcmre be presentat/ 

attend a meeting 0224, 0227 













YY 
AN!) 









2 HEBEL WAeS~A adaptation to 
circumstances 0473, 0950, 0775 
Recall E 0484 RETAINER. In this entry, we observe the retainer dutifully CONFRONTING/ 
ATTENDING TO a problem that has arisen in connection with some articles of merchandise 
(111) produced by his master’s factory. *~ indicates E2’s purposeful forward gaze as he CON- 
FRONTS the situation. 0@ ‘ir 2027 


, GARDEN ORB) 2324 park, publicgarden 0089 
48 (R] o<RA paradise. . 0302 
: Hy LsK>2A zoological park 0540, 0172 
; zy | HOE La<aioaa botanical garden. 0840, 
2D 0172 
OFEB taez@ flower garden 0121 





a square fountain (I), as well as a garment (S9-12, yet another variation on 4€ 0700), 
which might represent a picnic blanket. The enclosed portion of this character should not be 
confused with ££ 1860. 


Here we observe an enclosed GARDEN, inside which we find, of course, soi/ (2+), but also 
[J 31 
—FEs 











DISTANT MAA ARA(ES ereat distance; distantplace. 0173 
OTE 2A%¢ excursion, hike, longwalk 0044 
BUDD zAALAHE< centrifugal force 





ay ay 0056, 0084 
kB(U)) MIE 248189 perspectivelin ar] 
194, 0139 





Oigiuy Laser distant, remote 





truck (3_), and transported to a DISTANT place. = 2 1550 





‘GIVE, grant O4.24 HAS give, grant; inflict 
2 TAKE PART IN ORGS #25448 offer, present, submit 


“GR 5T awdsk76 grant; pay(asalary) 0526 


OW ELS mAk&TS take partin, participate} In 
he concerned in... 0.00.0... 


25.3% £5 partyin power aff 


Earlier we saw the bottom part of & 0628 as a numeral 5. The 5-like figure here is virtually 
the same, except that its first stroke is written left to right, and at no angle. Here let it stand 
for a 5-dollar GIFT, held out by the arm (S3) of its donor. Associate M2 TAKE PART IN with the 
idea of making a 5-dollar entry “donation” «= & 0859 








+E Lette’ sketching from nature; portrayal 
0036 


EE Leto objective description; realism 0499 
OF: H LeLA photograph 0838 
OS Rt ST Lelaes ct takea photo. 0038 
OW MFA LeLAlcs2S be photegraphes 

appear ‘in a photograph 
Now the arm (S5) holds the 5-dollar bill to the screen of a COPY machine, closes the cover 
(=), and COPIES it. «= -9- 0858 

















as MOVE, shift OM GSS wedTS move, shift, transfer 0540 
BHA wLa< transplanting 0840 
7 f 4 EG vaA migration; migrant 0477 
4 - OR RIBS 25815523 moveto Tokyo 
52(B) 39(4) a aha 
AMC T O25k#50F transmitan illness 
0617, 0126 
0860 | You must take fots (2%) of rice (#) with you when you MOVE. 
rae 
1087 


11 24 











a 
WHOLESALE Ogl-+ #44 sell wholesale 
EN CAD 84LTH9S buy wholesale 0352 


ENR #%SLL5 wholesaler 0351 
BA(+) BSL BAL) ESE) #450 wholesale 0353 
#I fH 44Ut wholesale price 0862 








0861 | Here a seal ([J) stamps bills of sale while cattle (2F) stop (1) to unload their cargo at a 
Hl 26 | WHOLESALE market, ea #8) 0862 


GENERAL HONORIFIC TERM Hi X%2A imperial garden 0729 
41H <5 your order, your business 0047 
tI BAGS Messrs. 0035 


fH FEN asTaSu» lavatory, restroom 
0046, 0135 


BAL a%ct_ palanquin shrine (carried in 
festivals) (cf, Mt 0506] 05 
0862 You'll see fil! dozens of times for every one time Sa see iE) 0861, so ignore the latter here. 

In fact, you only need to associate the image of fi) with its pronunciation, which you'll hear 











constantly used as an HONORIFIC prefix. Simply let { go remind you of the reading =, and 
the meaning will take care of itself. wa $2 0861 


HAR 95. plural | .. 0309 
#24 .3<2°3 compound, composite, complex 
0227 


%# .3<Xo8 complicated, complex, 
involved 


$Y s.¢tuy duplication, reproduction . 0709 
5 <UL copy, duplication 0859 


J means overlap, duplicate, double, fold, etc., and can be visualized as a person with a cap 
(4-), a sunny expression on his face (A), and—most importantly—crossed (i.e., overlap- 
ping) legs (*). This whole kanji represents folded (42) clothing () and means COMPOUND, 
double, or duplicate. 











BELLY JERE «3° abdomen, belly 0068 

}§038 =3.<23 abdominal pain 0619 

O+NE >.3%¢ hara-kiri, suicide by disembowel- 

= ment 0086 
Oo ce 

pet saad BEWCS toerTS porary dake fens 





OpIB2 We seogtue (I'm) hungry..0398 

















RETURN TO, repeat (EG Soto revival, rebirth, resurrection 0054 


{EE werns< recovery, restoration; rehabilita- 
tion 

CM 3<Led review 0420 

Kei ItAu< repetition; reiteration 0374 

IAC TS Aostc<tS be restored to the 
former condition 0771 


“Go(4)+ duplicate (33 )” means “go back to”—in other words, RETURN TO or repeat. 





















OF€(% #3.5< going and returning; round trip 
0865 






fEXR #55u\ come-and-go, traffic; road, street 
0 






— BEEN & 589885tS BO ia 
that, move aboutin confusion... .... 0402, 0 
44: #85U bygone days a 









HEU 852K fromtimeimmemorial 0254 


0866 | Recall = main/lord. tet “lord + go ( 4)" sugges| that the ford GOES ON to the next world, 
4 that is, passes away. 5 {£ 0366, Ti: 0868, TE 0869 












PILLAR, mainstay Ot: TAbw®> power pole 0155 
FJ#: 24% cylinder, column, shaft... 0013 
PUtE &A603 gatepost 0447 
Fa RERFET Lecce. grandfather clock 


. 0383, 0555 
tiL6 

OXABAE #ux<ieLS central pillar(ofa house); 

mainstay 0033, 0535 








“Main (=) tree (#)": PILLAR/mainstay, 





CONQUER, invade {EMR eu4tA. military expedition 0461 
OMFES S Lwoturds go towar 0038 

BIE 2A» (punitive) expedition, invasion; 

tour 085 


ERASE euweuvss¢a Commander 
in Chief | the Expeditionary Force Against the 
Barbarians... ee. 0033, 0614, 0583 





0868 4 here refers to going into action and iE. refers to righteousness, together implying a 
4% 60| campaign, such as a crusade, with allegedly righteous motivations. It means CONQUER or 
invade. «= 44: 0866, HE 0869 


a 
| 8 














| FOLLOW, obey $€#T UwedLe follower, attendant 0107 
FERNY best subordinate, secondary, . 0169 
















“FEXED vedSM former, existing 0274 
Yay vay Ya 7 "EA Le&x5 follow, attend on; obey 
Lieat(9) LeA(AS) GEO T Le in accordance with ...; 


in proportion to... 





0869 | Here S4-5 change the meaning from CONQUER (4iE) to being conquered—that is, having to 
FOLLOW or obey someone. Therefore, we should see $4-5 as beating down the conqueror’s 
“righteous” cause. Practice writing the two kanji in alternation, learning to identify their 

meanings by the presence or absence of these two strokes, © 4E 0866, TIE 0868, HE 0870 













| FOLLOWER, pupil V{LPGE s%45e Buddhist (faithful) 0811, 0632 






2FELLOW(S} "EPG ice student, follower 0099 
3GOING ON FOOT “EGE +u.e pupil, student 0036 
a _— 24E9% ££5 clique, faction, conspirators ..0319 














HEM TAY ciazsa five minutes on foot 
0679, 0007, 0088 





0870 | 7% represents a person walking behind (i.e., FOLLOWING ON FOOT) another person who is 
running (#E), Generally speaking, this kanji means GOING ON FOOT or “useless” when it is at 
the front (i.e., allributive position) of a compound, and FOLLOWER or pupil when it is at the 
rear of a compound. e fF 0386, HE 0869 








ad | VERTICAL ORE *zTO vertical, longitudinal 
Rees * Tae vertical writing 0079 
MER ATL vertical axis, y-axis 0692 
OMEN, wedXA cutting vertically 0849 


E88 deta vertical line, bar[in music] 0210 
ETHA vertical line 


1EXTEND OER &A545 extension, prolongation, 


r |2POSTPONE continuation 
2 E19] 2A% postponement, deferment _ 0486 


“WEES ous be extended, be prolonged 
HEX Z Oe [vt] extend; postpone 
REIL ois [vt] extend, prolong; postpone 


ay 
MUS) O(NXS) O(N) OULF) 








0872 | Here we encounter two new graphemes: a new variant of 1F. (which we'll conflate with the 

% 54 | usual version), and £_ (which depicts a long stride and means stretch one’s legs or stretch, 

and is not to be confused with 3_). In this entry, we have “stretch straight,’ which suggests 
EXTENDING something fully. «3° 3: 0877 


2646 
Al 














' , STRETCH, grow Of (LA postscript, PS. 0003 
frtht S #<LAtS continuetorise 0354 


Offs ove [vilstretch, extend, spread, grow, 
(evelop 





YY * 

D(US) Ow) ORB) {1X3 amiss [vilstretch, elongate, extend, spread 
S|SXT Uxkortv stretch out, elongate; 

enlarge (photographs) .. ..0422 











0873 | Imagine the man (4 ) STRETCHING his body to pierce through layers (FF!) Pacey imag- 
ine him STRETCHING as high as he can to try to force his head through the ceiling). Note that 
| all kanji incorporating EH have the on-yomi 7». 


GENTLEMAN Ofte LAL gentleman 0350 
AFA LALES meus ly Nine ete) 

0350, 0047 

RICH LAL<2 men’s shoes 0350, 0593 

ARH LAL&S merchant prince, rich peat 


em baa that the distinction of a GENTLEMAN is to have his initials sewn into his shirts. Here 
a e the long vertical line (S11) shows us the thread (#) piercing (FA) down through the shirt fabric 
to mark the owner's GENTLEMANLY status. me #1] 0239 








SHRINK, curl up {HHH LALw< expansion and contraction 0873 

Offs. Us<Led reduction, curtailment, cut 0034 
SGA tALw@< shortening, contraction... 0562 

YaFZ Ost 486 [vil shrink, contract 

BE(C) B4(ES) BH(HS) Mat. S 8ne [vi] be wavy, curl; be wrinkled 








Bb(NS) BEST) 





BE BORN OMf+E #AUSD birth, nativity 0036 
EAE AACESU' birthday 0036, 0001 
AERE teeta. birth, nativity 0036 








Let #£ suggest the fully extended {i.e., spread) legs of a mother giving BIRTH, and # the 
crying of a baby BEING BORN. Note that $8 in this entry (and S1 in the next entry) must be 
written from right to left (except for the special combinations noted in Appendix 1, always 
write slanting strokes downward). oa HE 0879 

















COURT OvREE (35-c4. court of law 0139 


Hy Leotes appearance in court 0038 
6 FEAT cugere’ inthe court 0215 
‘ 74 -_—- — ~ |ORFRE S457. imperial court 0145 
JE TULA courtofficial 0484 





D877) Recall =f: courtier, introduced at {f- 0372. Here we observe the courtier striding around the 
%. 54 | COURT to stretch his legs (%_). we WE 0872, BE 0878 


2631 
e\7 

















‘COURTYARD VERE ZaTe schoolyard, campus 0103 
?GARDEN Ope RT cuz. garden, park 0856 
2 AE vec rock garden 0403 
Tr "| REF tL gardener 0740 
RE wv home, family, household... 0219 


























0878 | To the previous entry we now add J to indicate a protective enclosure encompassing the 
y> 53 | court a COURTYARD, ea XE 01877 





OFPME Lede» boat, craft 0668 
HEEY TULA. boatlength 0060 
REM Tuz boat house 0694 
METS turs23 coxswain, captain (ofa 

SUBIMATINE) sags becca tech secoises 0091 
SRE ourcuy guardship 0806, 0715 











879 | Picture an aristocratic garden of the Heian era, with an apen pavilion that stretches out over 

a pond. From the shade of the pavilion, the members of the imperial court (XE) view a pass- 
ing BOAT (Jj). Note that both characters incorporating #4: follow ils on reading, 7 4. 

ce ile 0876 






i ‘UNFOLD, develop OpeFA cam unfolding, development; 
2 DISPLAY be ployment 
"388 (toca. expansion, development; 
2 a —E PHOS ESI wen ccf3)- ont gene acest: 
nT ee 'AHAE SS LATATS expand, extend 0879 


@gaR tS tTAuTS puton display, exhibit 0311 
2 91)FE ¥UTA Dali exhibition 


0880 | The root meaning of DISPLAY is UNFOLD, so M1 and M2 in fact refer to the same action. Per- 
ceive that action in this kanji by visualizing a door) with a noren partition UNFOLDED/ 
DISPLAYED beneath it, The noren is made of cloth (S8-10, a three-stroke variant of 4), split 
at the bottom but stitched together (S4-7, from 3£) across the top. 


























“s | PALACE 
2 FORMAL HONORIFIC TITLE 


; Fv FY 
~ EM -¢O 


1a TALS hall, palace, shrine; sanctuary... 0920 


1 HE =<TA. palace 0862 
@gy TF cam Hislmperial Highness 0040 
2 BRR &Mx# feudal lord 0501 


2 UAL ABBE P#EIEM Taro Yamada, Esq. 
0037, 0020, 0294, 0286 





i 





First note how i differs from the previous entry. See it as a closed door (a door that is joined 
“together” (3%) with its door frame), specifically, the closed gate of a PALACE, now under 
attack by a unit of Jancers (42). Also used as an exalted HONORIFIC TITLE. 


DIFFERENT 


4 
Ze LEGS) 


'CUMULATE 
7 ENCUMBER 





Ww 


™~ 


ORRBR vvsse abnormai, unusual, extraordi- 
nary 0321 


MR 4250» wonder, marvel, miracle... _ 0807 

Fe un singular case, exception.......0721 

FCT S recy differ, be different 
ORS zees different, be different from 





RK £625 wing-shaped 0616 
OFM +&¢ leftwing 0401 
OAR 3£¢ rightwing 0402 

HB uek< wing (ofan aircraft} 0365 
OME KITS sisxeusyrs spreac/ Chemin. 


ORM suex accumulation. 0832 
‘AAT suite total 0555 
"RAL Suitave repeat offender... 0735, 0107 


Vth ZuLA successive promotions; pInges 
MIU La OIC!) eic asc cactiprateisecaten tecerebenenns 0191 


252 A805 involvement, implication... 0582 





| Visualize an entire rice field (EE) CUMULATING on top of a single thread (#3), ENCUMBERING 
it. See 4% 1078 for another compound using M2. © Al 0239 

















‘BASE tM aaauy third base o004 


2 SMALL FORT Vij Nak —- AY £ASUA—AS> prand-slam 
home run (179 
™~ —————— |}: 52 &auv earthwork, parapet 0030 


ww” y= | v4 
| __ = dee 


0885 | Here we can see the four BASES of a baseball diamond (S6-9), with = earth in the foreground 
+- 32 | (the infield) and FA field in the background (the outfield). Comparing with the traditional 
4 | form, note that $6-9 are written in lieu of writing the upper grapheme two more times; this 
HELE simplification also occurs in {3% 1234 and #§ 1235. 



















OFFICIAL ‘EE »AY government official 
46 251) publicofficial .. .. ..... 0089 


OWE Wu official 





0886 | Hind view of an OFFICIAL’s horse (51 is its head, $2-4 are its body, and the bottom two lines 
Tl 30 | are its legs). Though we see a horse, it is (as a stand-alone kanji) only a symbol of OFFICIAL- 
DOM. The next five kanji all resemble this one, so compare them as you go, linking each 
one’s distinctive features with its meaning. «= 48 0887, 52 0888, # 0889 


7 ‘USE OPTS L&3t4 use, employ, apply... .0047 

2 ENVOY, dispatch 4s FAH L505 inuse, occupied 0047, 0035 

‘ “AB omuwe: howtouse, usage. 0179 
: y 7 24H ALL ambassador 0099 
25) DA) DAY) -SA(u) |? AA TAL angel 0270 


0887.) Seeing here a man (4) about to mount the official’s horse, we should perceive it as being 
A.9 | USED/dispatched on a mission. We can easily remember M2 ENVOY as a person who is 

dispatched. Again, be sure to review similarities and distinctions as you proceed through 
this tricky set of kanji (ending at fil 0891). se 52 0888, 52 0886, 1 0890 





















‘ HISTORY RIS Lveste inhistory, in the annals 0041 

' SF Usd historical materials/records 0758 
'P#F Us history book 0079 

; Y an A Lave historian 0099, 0107 


OURS tae world history 0604, 0612 











0888 | See this as the dead body of an official’s horse, now in an advanced state of decomposition. 

C1 30 | It has been dead so long, in fact, that the remains of its head (see above) have now disap- 
peared. Visualize this kanji as something that has long since passed away, and you should be 
able to remember that it means HISTORY. «= 5 0886, 18 0887 











T = = 
' RENEW, replace \OBMTS cavatsS renew,renovate. 0275 
p 





? FURTHERMORE ‘BESS vacates alter, change, modily 
0775 
+ GROW LATE 
— ———}? [ij teas26 still more, all the more 0184 
@ml- xs Hie 
aE XA(IZ) HUGS) dH) BAIS ste furthermore; still more 





HITS site grow late, wear on 





0889 | After an official’s horse (32) ages, it retires and begins a new career in postal delivery. As this 
El 73 | entry shows, it is renovated (i.e., RENEWED) for its new career by having its head raised (note 
how it now sits at the very top of the central vertical stroke), and by having a mailbag tied 
onto its back—visible here as a second layer on its body, which should be our visual focus. 
______| Train your brain to let this “new” or “additional” layer on the horse’s body remind you of the 
2967 | ideas RENEWAL and FURTHERMORE. M3 GROW LATE can also be associated with the idea of 
4817 | adding on. «= ¥ 0886, f% 0890 
















1 CONVENIENT O*E Flt SA‘ convenient, handy, useful 0412 
: *POSTAL DELIVERY, transportation TAMER Ae inconvenient... 0049 
service, flight Oreo o¥nu'A next post; next flight . 0278 
, “EXCRETA Ope) haw news, tidings; correspondence, letter 
ay EY Opes: <A toilet bowl, urinal 0295 
72k) 





















this kanji’s meanings are diverse. Lay a foundation for all of them by perceiving in (4! an image, 
building on 42 0889, of a postal delivery horse departing on its route. We know that it is on its 
way, because the postman ( ¢ ) has now arrived to lead il away (contra 42), This image serves us 
well for M2 POSTAL DELIVERY, and for the modern transportation services to which this kanji 
now refers, such as trains and flights. Also, the idea of DELIVERY is easy to associate with the way 
the body “sends out" EXCRETA (M3), CONVENIENCE (M1) can be associated with our original 
“<_| image of a postal delivery horse departing on its route, via the idea of timely transportation 
service departures. «= 14! 0887, z 0889 






















HERE 23 hardness 0280 

WES S 25+ harden, stiffen 0120 

: : A 23720 hard bone: firmness 0465 
: ay Omit 45257 firm (attitude), unbending; 

i Aelia) drastic(measure)...0.. oe ceee 0423 

OFLA »ezLwit hard stone 0403 















0891 | Before studying this entry, take a moment to take stock of the following: (1) J is an OFFICIAL’s 
% 112| horse, while ¥ has been “RENEWED” for postal delivery; and (2) {i shows a horse being 
USED/dispatched, while {2 shows a POSTAL DELIVERY horse departing on its route... Now 

to address the present entry, fil: let 4 suggest the HARD stones the postal delivery horse 
must tread upon. Once you've practiced writing this kanji, cover up the definitions for entries 
0886-91 and test yourself. Go randomly through the six entries, pick out their distinguishing 
features, and see if you can relate these to the kanji’s meaning(s). 


1 0 ABILITY; function ‘HAE xv.5 talent, ability 0652 
LZ ?NOH DRAMA OREN m3e< ability, capacity, faculty . 0084 
T#SAE 405 function, faculty 0473 


‘in as, ‘HT AE% #5% possible, feasible 0814 
@ Re m5a< Noh drama 0302 


0892 | A here pives us the semantic category body part, encouraging us to see Zy as an arm bent 

wy 130| at the elbow (recall JZ, 0238). Complete the image by also seeing the two Es as limbs. 

r We thus visualize a body with bendable limbs that point in various directions, symbolizing 
diverse ABILITIES/functions. M2 NOH DRAMA is an exhibition of dramatic ABILITY. 

















1207 
6 |10 














¥ 
Bg laa i —— 13288 Uort actual conditions, state _.0499 


‘ERE crutcuy shape, form, structure, mor- 
13 0) ee er, Pee 0147 
QE zue attitude, posture 0280 


0893 | while § in the previous entry represents an able body, adding -L' here redirects our atten- 
b 61 


' ‘ ‘STATE, condition DARKE vasreuy state, condition, appearance, 
Bb 2 POSTURE, attitude situation, aspect 0616 
. 1AEAE Ux» situation, state of affairs 0080 
' 1 
d 











tion to the state of mind supporting the able body, like that of the martial artist, whose men- 
in tal state underlies his physical ability. Associate both M1 STATE/condition and M2 POSTURE/ 
attitude with this image of a person’s enabling state of mind. «= AE 0894 





FRR L<s& polarbear 0076 

FARE <a<# black bear 0595 

fleAS <#t£ Kumamoto (city and prefecture) 
0031 


DISCONTINUE ORB2E ve.5 work stoppage, strike 
OfBa%Z »»% discontinue 


rE 
> (wd)* 





0895 | To perceive the idea DISCONTINUE here, visualize Mm as a curtain just now beginning to fall 
BA) 122| ona Noh drama (iE). «= HE 0896 





LINE UP, arrange REFS snots arrange, itemize O78 

2 PHONETIC [ra] ORES RE SLAIZA compass 0556, 0673 
2 SEXRE £475 mandala 

3 ARBRE CANS tempura 0270 





0896 | Here we observe a bird (#2) holding thread (i) in its beak and LINING it UP in three straight 
i] 122| columns to make a nef(™), Focus visually on the three neatly arranged columns at the top. 
~| wa BE 0895 








2278 
| 19] 











' CLOUD SH S5Aau. sea of clouds 0106 
z Ze <t# rift between clouds 0448 
OnE aje<s rain clouds 0154 


s 
, — my ABE (-w3e3¢4 cumulonimbus 0039, 0158 
, y R Cb Cb + /3X 4/2¢4 mushroom cloud 
QB97 | Review {& 0223. Here we combine rain (**) and coud (Z:) into the kanji for CLOUD. #§ 


Bi 173| (5\°9 A, see if, just ahead) is probably a more useful on-yomi compound to memorize 
than V1. ca 4& 0898 








ORK LATA cloudy weather 0270 
OBS <3 become cloudy 
U2 <4i25 cloudy sky 0398 
Bev A <tuats cloudy 
TERE ttecesy coud wedihen ib spinetiic 





a) EH #oussle snowmobile _ 0041,0125 
Om LAr fresh snow 0275 
BAR wastA snowball fight 0227, 0461 
Hy $%') meet) Snow Festival 0437 
ODE tes first snow of the season 0710 





THUNDER Oi S05 thunderstorm 0154 

WW, suvc'a thunder and lightning, thunder- 

OU soci Sage afi eisai ts Go ee te 0155 

= — } W822 6u54 thundercloud. 0897 
ae HHS veer land mi 

DAM) use land mine 0187 

OR BASS maxeeisU irascible old man 
0276, 0100 











Recall that F& in 2 0155 represents lightning. In this entry, there is no lightning bolt (LL) 
fi 173| extending down toward the earth, so we only hear THUNDER. © 28, 0155 


2432 
Ful 








tw 
Jt 











E/E nue zero degrees, freezing point 0280 


ST tw belowzero, sub-zero BOD 
OIE tu twelve o'clock 0383 
—_ rt nuvca (score of) zero 0349 


SEE AY pescsesicizey O wins, 2 losses 
0460, 0003, 0830 














0901 | Focus on A, visualizing it as a solid, sweeping roof that permits exactly ZERO drops of rain 


ig 173) (“*) to penetrate into the house—a ZERO-tolerance roof, if you will. The on-yom# follows 
|, and tie. 









QUAKE, tremble OfbRE ULA earthquake 0187 


FEB) LAYS shock, tremor, vibration 0540 












| ARUGAL LAUrAS epicenter 0209, 0187 
_——— yy MERE LAY seismic intensity 0280 
34 (9) 34 (2S) OFFA S SAB tremble, shudder 









|Osg) LAS vibration 0540 
APR SLA dullness, depression, stagnation, 


SWING, wave, wield, pretend 















SULIT sconces siotre os chs hes Sees 49 

= OFLHRS THs wave one’s hand 0046 

BB) BS) HQ) 30) Wetes 3 3T#eHSS showone'’s ability 0732 
3.(9) 3.(H4) FEAPRVETS LAKIWeTS play dead 

0716 








0903 | vividly imagine the hand ( ¥) taking the dragon (ze) by its beard (lower part of $5) and 
=F: 64 | SWINGING it violently in circles, its long mane waving in the air behind it. 


OF LONG DURATION O#¢%, wad endurance 0384 


XR <BA eternity 0887 
OAL. wate long, longstanding 
[aay 7 ALWE vatuowe alongtimeago 0359 


Os (Lu) ALPRVIS warsiuic after along time, 
for the first time in a long while ; 











NO9GH| visualize as a person taking a LONG stride, & 2X 0277 
J 4 











FLOURISH; be bustling Be4>%) (#5 flourish, prosper, be bustling 
Of > Iceee bustling 
yo 


28 (bo) IX Cee) 

















0905 | Picture a bustling, FLOURISHING downtown market where merchants busily exchange dragons 
H 154| (58) for seashetls/money UA). 


Ofb FE a3 sanddune, sandhill... 0678 
XO #23405 volcaniccone 0026, 0019 
Fed se vicinity ofa hill 0195 

ORM EIS sHm3aIc ontopofahill .... 0041 











0906 | See this as a hacksaw JT thrust into the top ofa HILL to stake a claim to it. 
ue FT 0193, FL 0907 


FE-E Aw soldier 0350 
OFLBR Avvév soldier; troops. 0586 
FLA Avie private, common soldier... 0751 
SEX was military service 0518 
Jeg Ave arms, weapon, ordnance 0295 








from the party who claimed it with his hacksaw in the previous entry. Practice writing this 
entry and the last one in alternation, learning to identify their meanings by the presence or 
absence of S6-7. «= Ft 0906 





HIGH MOUNTAIN, peak EAA #<w30~. mountaineering club 
0399, 0226 
Olli &Aa°¢ mountains 0037 
— Jk ate ML Kita 0122 
pt WIA sso ML Asahi. 0145, 0001 














0908 | When you puta Ai! E on top of a mountain LU, you get an especially HIGH MOUNTAIN, a 
tl 46 | peak that stands out above the rest of the range. = "it 1378 

















; | BEACH OvBE puirA seashore, seaside, beach , 0106 
Y Oe) ise beach, seashore 0195 
~~ PPPS seek sandy beach, sands 0678 

les ~| YEE, test beach wind 0425 
aN ees HEEWIS iedkevc alongthebeach 0223 





Review I 0907. Here we observe soldiers (He) emerging from the water( ¥ ) to crawl up a 
Eg 7 sand dune on the BEACH, trying desperately to establish a beachhead. Note the traditional 
eB form, which is based on #i 1962. 


(A 


1394 
5110 





E@® avve barracks 0907 
O74 Le<Le lodgings, quarters 0292 
EE 23Le school building 0103 
ER axLe station building... 0939 


WW HH ua country, rural district 0020 


This character contains the “earth behind door” combination we saw back at FEI 0304 (do not 
confuse with @ 0514 LUCKY), Here we see a simple roof over an earthen floor with a door in 
the front: a HUT. 


ANOTHER TIME FREE «uve anothertime,asecondtime 0280 
FUERA xu.» reopening, resumption 0450 


OFPAE auveu regan on regeneration, 
——— resuscitation; playback 
4 pen 


ee FRSEW xeuL3 the week after next 
tote (C8) 0274, 0305 


OFF URED sakkue reread 0355 


Work (1.) another month (A): ANOTHER TIME, Learn to write this kanji by heart, as it will 
appear inside others you'll learn soon. The reading 357276 U combines 3722 (see —- 
0003 TWO) and 720 (see RE 0280 TIME). 








TIGER Ope7e x2 tiger'sden; dangerous place 0397 


SED) =23 tiger's den; dangerous place. 0019 
Te * =i 
2 | | Pat) 


Ook Lames key, crib, pony; secret (ofa 
0458 


WE coh ee ie fg 
0912. Picture P= as the entrance to a TIGER’s lair, located beneath a craggy cliff(review BZ 0595). 
# 141| Atthe top of the entrance appear the lowercase letters “r’ and “t,’ for regnum tigrium (realm 


KG of the TIGER). The full character includes JL Auman legs, suggesting a half-eaten person. 














2766 


oR 














‘(sign of) THE TIGER OP4e eeuu Year ofthe Tiger n117 
r Lz | 
+ 


ty 
0 ™, 


Palo) 
0993! white the previous entry is used to refer to TIGER the animal, this one refers to the horary 
> 40 | sign of THE TIGER, Picture a tiger-skin trophy, hung on a wall under someone’s roof 54 
represents its head, S10-11 the skin of its hind legs. Its stripes make a crossing design on its 
back (FH), es & 1592 


























1981. 
#11 
PERFORM EWS 4S UwaAtS play the leading part 0365 
LHR TS Us5aat putonstage 0041 
'™ OMMTA S LwoRATS appear onstage, 
——= SS | 0 | La ae OR ener ea an 0038 
my . 
f - MYR &<2A solo performance 0346 
1 3 4 
Fite WLS o84+#2ALS play the part of 
P ~’ Romeo : 

















Like all cats, tigers do not like to get wet. Create a scene in your imagination of a circus 
PERFORMANCE involving a trainer with a water hose and a liger. If you prefer to see a tiger 
skin, as in the last entry, the story works just as well with a human actor dressed in a tiger's 
skin and PERFORMING its role. The reading + > can be associated with the English word 
"EN-Lertain.’ 








YELLOW Hy] 250° Yellow River 0818 
OFF UB EISLEK, BILE) yellow... 0528 
SHS Cat (-8574) gold; money 0029 


Ry sa epg yolk 0060 














0995 | A reasonable way to remember that this kanji means YELLOW is to picture a girl wearing 
#{ 201| blonde pigtails (either end of S1) and a yellow tiger-skin dress, Note the variant forms for this 
pp. | and the next entry. 












, ' SIDEWAYS, across OMMTTS BIEATS cross, traverse 0849 
? ARBITRARY, despotic THOMAS Cwpdasaic (eT AKCIC) vertically and 
= horizontally; freely. oo... 0871 
so —= ‘ARH £OU< X-axis, horizontal axis 0692 
te 2H1T FS 352544 be rampant, overrun, 
> swagger, strut é 0055 





@H Ht 4% arbitrariness, despotism 0580 


Picture a wooden (#) barricade painted yellow (#4) for easy visibility, laid out SIDEWAYS 
across the road. Once you've given your mind enough time to fix the association between 
yellow wood and SIDEWAYS/across, associate SIDEWAYS with ARBITRARY/despotic through 
the notion of running contrary to the normal, reasonable course. «a ff 0917 














~~ 








‘oy "TEMPORARY, provisional HRS aeiaic Browsionally for example; 
supposing that 
: 2 FAKE ae eg 
[Rik wet-2M temporary; hypothetic.. 0520 
—|""Y2% aT assumption, supposition 0045 
ARIE] aabA mask, disguise 0175 


WZ te kana, ja aniesasylabary 0269 
OL pseudonym, alias 


5 Hs 5 
Dv A4)- 











or provisionally for the 

A.9 | purpose of accomplishing a specific task at hand, even though you will replace it later. Here a 
| man (4 ) leans against (52) something TEMPORARY. We can also think of it as FAKE, since it 

i Ez is just a provisional substitute, not the real thing. 


0034 
16 


— 4 —— ne IT = 
0921 | Sometimes you just need something to “lean on” TEMPORARILY 














"FRAGMENT 
2 ONE OF TWO 


“HIFFT #ZASA. fragment, piece 0849 
“ARF tA, fragment, broken piece, scrap 0596 

? Frii #8bA. one side, one face 0175 
AY EH pas one-way 0188 
Oe We | FAR% ative katakana script. 0921, 0269 




















0922 | Review 4 0614. The present entry gives the second half of the split tree trunk (the first half 

Fe 91| 21, seen earlier in the notes for 4%, is generally simplified to +] ). The two halves appear 
together in kanji like dil 1492. By comparing with jul, we can see Fy by itself as a mere 
FRAGMENT of the original, ONE part OF TWO. 


















'PRINTING PLATE ‘HR 2% woodcut print 0176 












? PUBLISHING, printing "ARM &<itA woodblock printing, wood 
engraving 0028 
PINK LotfA. publishing: publication . 0038 
2 #0 Latta first edition 0710 
2 FLEBIK ATLA English edition. 0332, 0222 










A, 






can signify wooden block or tablet inside other kanji. In this entry, we observe the act of 
PRINTING by placing a sheet of paper (not shown) against (KL) a wooden block (Fr). M2 
PUBLISHING is a derivative meaning. 









‘BOARD HUE =<izA blackboard 0535 
2 PLATE TO EH BS sbosarcoren< 


rf place boards on the dirt 0030, 0041, 0843 
——_— “AML aus: floorboard 0851 

TEAR eau boards covering a drainage ditch 

2$KAR TolLA iron plate 0564 





0924 | Think of a BOARD or PLATE as a piece of wood (4) you set things against (2). In English 

AK 75 | we would not say “against” but “on” (as in “on board”), but to learn this kanji, try to think of 
setting things against a board or a plate, such as writing “against” a blackboard (V1) or frying 
“against” an iron plate (V5), 


0762 


8 | 

















| ENGAGE IN SALES OMFS S gauss sell, market 0353 


¥ Asp vesizaitue vending machine 
LI 0081, 0540, 0353, 0473 


FEAR Auvsa resale on 
HAPS ttA4 market, outlet 0788 
| THAR Lita marketing 0205 











0925 | Here B represents an offer of money from a buyer, while KZ represents the opposite activity, 






























'RIGHTEQUSNESS OEM 24) sense of duty/honor, obligation, 
2 MEANING, sense deht of gratitude; justice; courlesy......... 0532 
i @ . eae 
* SUBSTITUTE, artificial as a an 
F =3% lecture 
# 
3 eth XL artificial tooth, denture 0674 
@2e40 x5) father-in-law; foster father, stepfather 
0100 





0926 | Review #% 0221 SELF. Here the se/f demonstrates its RIGHTEOUSNESS by sacrificing a sheep 
(24) to God. This surrendering of a material possession in favor of a spiritual principle sym- 
bolizes the idea of MEANING. M3 SUBSTITUTE/artificial comes from the idea of having the 
same MEANING or significance while not actually being the thing itself. 








Oe xt decision, resolution 0330 
123% ue conference, meeting, council 0226 
13%4> ai. assembly, national assembly... 0226 
@2ehe xu.A House, Diet Chamber 0634 


23 xu member ofanassembly, Diet 
member 


‘DISCUSS 
2 LEGISLATIVE BODY 











¥ 











0927 Represents people’s speaking (3) of righteousness (28), that is, DISCUSSING the right thing 
= 149| to do, Note that all the kanji that incorporate 3 are pronounced +. 





CEREMONY, rite Offest #L ceremony, rite, ritual 0109 
3EME t5e funeral service/rites 0717 
4LG& tux etiquette, courtesy, propriety, 

re —= manners 03 
4LGEIEL LY Aue RELY polite...0313, 0043 
474% #252 manners, behavior 0055 











0928 | “Man (4) + righteousness (38)" represents a man conducting a rite or CEREMONY, ie., a 
A.9 | customary act felt to honor a righteous principle. Needless to say, the homophony of rite and 
~| righteousness can be helpful here. 


0147 
#|15 











~ | SACRIFICE [ 487% xu [baseball] sacrifice fly 0475 











0929 Like the sheep in #& RIGHTEOUS, the cattle () are SACRIFICED to honor a righteous ptin- 
*f 93 | ciple. The sample compound to memorize appears in the next entry. 


‘ae 
1010 
117 











| SACRIFICE OnE atieuy sacrifice 0929 
RAYE eu victim 0929, 0107 


0990) A cow (+) life (42) is meant to be SACRIFICED. This kanji only appears as part of V1, so focus 
7 93 | on learning that compound, rather than the kanji per se. 


PURPORT, gist, aim OB £5U gist, summary, abstract; purport 0547 
AR AL main object, true aim 0031 
EE Let gist, main point, substance .....0365 


EORLBAKA tountensscs write 
(someone) to that effect 0079, 0455 


Bt’ S&u» skillful, good at, wise; delicious 


Jia 52(W)° 


0931 | Refers to the essence or substance of something. Recalling from 4 0120 that K, means spoon, 
A 72 | picture scooping out a spoonful of glistening golden sun (H) to examine its substance, its 





tue’ , | ‘FINGER "FEO wUMsL finger joints 0391 
; a ? POINT (out) @t43 x+¢ point(with one’s finger) 
SHE F S Utwss designate, appoint 0045 
D . Y 248A TS ULLTS instruct indicate, point to 
A we x(4+) -8(L) a 
7 AiRy Het aimfor, haveaneyeon 0021 





0932 | Now imagine that a hand (#) extends a FINGER and POINTS at something noticed in the 
# 64 | spoonful of sun (previous entry}. The meaning is not obvious here, so to remember it you 
must form a vivid mental image. Kanji in this course are not usually grouped by kun-yomi, 
but note that * (+) homophones appear below at ‘i!] 0935 and 7: 0937. wa Hi 1994 























BRANDISH, wave H§HR3 4 Lats conduct; command. 0932 


; 4 
OFSHHA Late conductor; commander 
0992, 0107 
: = ——) 3&}H+4 (toev% display, demonstrate; put 
a to use 0148 


0933 | See a hand (+) waving orders at an army (#2), Imagine that it BRANDISHES something, such 
=F 64 | asa baton of command. 






























SHINE BRILLIANTLY WEE sx brightness 0280 
HEA 4 brilliance 


$e #845 S 254H% shining, brilliant, splendid 
oc aia hae deh mnie tanec 0137, 0400 


Os < waee< shine brilliantly, glitter, light up 
HEAL »aeem ey bright, brilliant 











“Like its boots, the army’s armored vehicles (2) SHINE BRILLIANTLY in the light (XG) of the 
sun. 






PIERCE, stab HPT A LxDTS stab to death 0522 


ii) HX Live stimulus; stimulation, excitation 
057 













Hl) uve. calling card 0269 
OmIcRIXHS tucsans be stung byan 
5(38) &(L) SL insect ” 
Hi} Ava sashimi, sliced raw flesh (esp. of fish) 
DO6 






i YE looks like AS with two thorns sticking out of it, and means stab. logether, YE and ' (cut) 
unambiguously denote PIERCE/stab. Do not confuse He stab with 4i 0307 BUNDLE. 
ua {fill 0708 



















1 SCHEME, plan ‘BGR tua policy, political measures 0246 
? MEASURE 15H 1z54< plan, policy, scheme 0173 

1 sr W x<ie< artifice, stratagem, scheme, 0791 
YF }® fH zve< countermeasure, counterplan 0650 
2 fin f% La¢ measure, execution ofapolicy.. 0571 














0936 | During World War II, the Japanese Imperial Army devised a SCHEME by which civilians would 
7 118| defend the homeland from foreign invaders by stabbing | Hf) them with bamboo (+*) 
spears. You can interpret this kanji to represent that SCHEME/MEASURE, or any other one 
people might use to take a “stab” at a problem. 














DIVERGENCE, difference HZ »<& differential, disparity 0789 
RENE TOeCA. crossing, intersection (“point 
of convergence and divergence’) —. 0102, 0349 


EZ Ua time difference 0383 
4p =O (AMX adifference of two 
x($) x(L) minutes 0003, 0088 





“AES 2h extend (one’s hand); offer; hald (an 
umbrella); wear(in one’s belt or hair) 
0937 | Starts off like 3, but then the line that points downward DIVERGES to the left (57). Informed 
48 by Az 0401, let _L. suggest a stylized uppercase “L,” for divergence to the “Left” See $7 as 
an arm held out at an angle to {i.e., DIVERGING from) the rest of the body, as if to extend a 
hand to someone, or to hold an umbrella (see V5). «= 34 0938, #£ 1671 





‘PUT ON (clothes) m4 %& [vil puton clothes, dress, wear 

2 ARRIVE O54 #40 clothes, kimono 0172 
ISTICK, adhere OBR(S F< Axc>D< arriveatthe station. 0939 
$Y UyeT7 #74) 6e<LA_ artival (of mail, phone call, etc,) 
4() -¥ &(84) Ct) OM) | 0063 a 

2(Itd) | FEAF +eobe< adhesion, gluing 0847 


0998 | Visuatize this as the act of PUTTING ON a wool cap: =& sheep provides the wool and $7 

% 123| shows the visor, shielding the eyes (A). Speaking from the cap’s perspective, we would not 
say that you PUT it ON, but that it ARRIVES on your head (M2). Then it STICKS there (M3). 
ww Z= 0937, 47 0939, # 1671 





OBSERVE, keep an eye on OBR pAtta signboard, sign 0924 
AMT DS wait] see through, penetrate 
0596 


fiIkS4 »ALetS perceive, detect: see 
through D059 


OBS S pavteats nurse, carefor 0617 
44°F #ALw jailer, prison guard 0648 
Here what shields the eye (H) is not a wool cap but a hand (S1-4, modified from 3). We 
H 109| shield our eyes when we are intent on watching something in spite of a glaring light. Along 
these lines, we should see in this kanji the act of closely watching something, such as 
OBSERVING a hospital patient or keeping an eye on children. «= #f 0938, # 1671 


1 


OBA L560 arrival 0938 
BSE £560» arrival, advent 0274 
MBF S 405+ rushin, pour in; descend 

on 0522 
BEE ST. afterall,inthelongrun. 0482 


0940 | Review 42 0250 through F 0252, Here we see a sword ( |] ) slicing through something until 
7] 18 | it comes to(2) the ground, which symbolizes the act of ARRIVING. V1 will test whether 
you've learned to distinguish the previous two entries, «= #4) 0941, Bc 0251 





1163 


| 8 














a 


TOPPLE 


hy 


B 








7:B(NS) -EB(N) RBC) 


ABTS t2e3¢4 faint, fall unconscious 0751 
Of HE £324. insolvency, bankruptcy; breech 


RR seated reach taint achpencanctsteece lta oan: 0181 
EGS S Hot9tS overwhelm, overpower, 
crush 0184 


CANA! sv4ichaenes fall backward 0114 








re L ~ ————_ 3 = 
0941 | informed by the previous entry, let this one suggest a man (4 ) “arriving” to the ground (21), 


KS 








1 ARGUE, discuss 
? THEORY, view 












i.e., TOPPLING over. «3 Zl) 0940, #1) 0721 





1325 XH, argument, discussion 0927 
1 fee 4-24A conclusion 0516 


Daa S(=2BHS) ZAUS (SATS) argue, 
discuss 


24E( GRR Lama theory ofevolution...0191, 0120 
0604 


24ikim 4A (=£5A) publicopinion 


































wrong. 





= 149| just shows the roof fitting on top; see 4 0227). We'll let this represent library, and, by exten- 
sion, careful study. For this entry, learn to associate words (3) and careful study (ffi) with 
ARGUMENT and THEORY. «= afi 0946 





Here we observe a man (4) of careful study, that is, a man of deep MORAL sensitivity and 
reflection, one who thinks carefully about his actions and the difference between right and 





Of@F8 wan ethics, morals, code of conduct 
0532 


MPEP: WAsH< ethics, moral philosophy 
0532, 0099 





Ai VAG immoral, illicit 0049 


Affi GAYA humanity, morality; human 
relations 











i ‘ WHEEL OB Leys wheel 0125 

’ as 2RING TEEREIA 5450AU49_ bicycle parking lot 
rele FR tt 0367, 0445 
ny 2#ARO WAULIO ring-shaped, annular 0616 
Pe 2 Bate ely quoits, ringtoss 0517 
@}2%e wuth (finger) ring 0932 





0944 | These days many communities have 


Hi 159| kanji suggests a wheel library. Imagine that stacked on its bookshelf 
1 ¥ sounds like M2 RING. ea ij 0945 


WHEELS (#f£)! The reading 


1436 
#4115 





“tool libraries” that lend out tools to the public. This 
(iif) are not books but 

















TRANSPORT His $ 2355S transport, convey. 0455 
sf 5A. transpori(ation), conveyance. 0584 


Offi} Le export, exportation 0038 
ea Om. i203 import, importation 0039 
Shi XA embargo 0312 











0945 | Recalling AY 0113, we take £7 to be sticed( |) ) meat (A). The “root fitting on top” (from 
p 
Hi 159| 4¥ 0227) indicates that the meat is covered (i.e., packaged). The whole kanji thus shows us 
Dr| 2 vehicle ( 1.) TRANSPORTING packages of sliced meat (fii). All kanji incorporating {fy are 
iting pronounced 2, wa ir 0944 





ADMONISH, instruct 









a (L- official suggestion or instruction 0931 
Oa &250 teacher, instructor 0632 
Od set admonish, instruct 

2 aL EL guidance, admonition 

HAGMT SLALET give guidance 0632 






















0946 | Visualize as words (3) of warning, printed on the label of a package of sliced meat (fil), 
= 149| ADMONISHING us and instructing us. «= jin 0942 












‘ PLEASED 


) anes 
D947 | Think of this heart(+') as being PLEASED at the prospect of consuming this package of sliced 
a> 61 | meat (fil), ex He, 0948 


Offi ez: sue pleasant, delightful 0331 
TBif4 'Ls< pleased look, cheerful expression 
0528 






{ie 3< pleasure, joy 35: 0302 


AMPLE .skbauve unpleasant, disagreeable, 
11] () eae 0049, 0331 
















HEAL, soothe OSZKE Av. recovery, restoration to health. 0934 


a HEAT be< adhesion, conglutination; 
connection, collusion .................. 












s ’ } & : #L24 v.28 behealed, be soothed 
1@) 
Pty OCT) HRS) ey wet heal, soothe 
IN LOL cZAMvL healing/soothing of 
1, aera Sn ee 0056 








0948 | Think of an illness (}””) resulting from a deficiency in meat protein, then see the sliced meat 
7 104| (fi) going to the heart (LS, i.e., insides) of an i person to HEAL and soothe him. 
wa IE 0952, Iii 0947 














\ | STAND, pedestal, platform 15> kcxeur carrier, bed {of a truck) 017 
A 2 2 COUNTER FOR MACHINES AND VEHICLES [Of Hr *u.e= kitchen 0249 








TAIWAN ‘érkh #06 plateau, tableland 0187 
es SA IA OAM cesvevasce ten cars 
0081, 0540, 0125, 0005 
3 A (cone, Japan and Taiwan, Japanese- 
Ta WOPRIEE gigs ost pec kccet rign doa gnee nS 0001 


D949 | Here C1 represents a flat-topped structure and Z an elbow, resting on it. This kanji thus 

11 30*| aptly depicts a STAND, pedestal, or platform on which we can place things. It is also used as 
“—3-= | a COUNTER FOR MACHINES AND VEHICLES because these tend to be solid, boxy objects, just 
3 like the square STAND shown here. 















‘GOVERN, bring under control ORG et government, administration, 


2CURE x politics Rae nee, Cee eee ees 0246 
13642 &aA public peace and order 00% 
|. — ss JOBS <iceaawHs govern acountry, 
a oF manage a state 0075 
; Bx(S) BX(ES) 2% (4) it 51 healing, cure, recovery 0948 
RECT) ORM le UsseeBoA The illness has 
been cured 0617, 0126 





“To remember the kanji for GOVERN/bring under control, think of a unit of riot control offi- 
cers standing on a platform (€) and blasting protesters with a water( ¥ ) cannon. M2 CURE 
comes from the idea of bringing a disease under control, ws if} 1348, (& 0951 


WORK METALS O@ ean metallurgy 




















U751 | Recall from 4 0675 that ¥ sometimes means ice. Since this kanji signifies METALWORKING, 
we'll let ice suggest the cooling of smelted metal, which once solidified is placed upon a 
platform (2, ie., an anvil) for hammering. Additional sample compounds appear at bi) 1372 
and $f 2064. «= iff 0950 





TREAT, medicate MTS bH25F% treat, cure 0950 
PIE W25'e5 method of treatment, remedy 


= PGE P 45456039 under medical care, in 
recuperation 0500, 0035 


RF 45 medical treatment/care 0561 
— | ise v25 free medical treatment 0571 
0952 | informed by 38 0302 PLEASURE and % 0033 BIG, take 3% to mean big fun. Here it refers to 


y- 104| the big fun provided by powerful pain relievers used to TREAT the il/{7 ). Note that all four 
kanji incorporating %¢ are pronounced 1) a"7, ew Hi, 0948 





Yan 














2803 
i |17 














COLLEAGUE, official | EA 255 comrade, colleague, fellow 
worker 0399 


Ole £5425 colleague, associate, fellow 
official 
Yay RAGE #<H25 cabinet members 0792 
OE HAVES government official(s): 
bureaucracy, olficlaldom.............. 
ERR mAuesT% bureaucratic 0290, 0169 


“Let “man (4 } + big fun C28)" remind you of a certain playful coworker/COLLEAGUE. 














° 
— 
Ee 
co 


OFFER 4 wuveae clear, plain, lucid 0024 


—HRUIR@ w5echs5¥A0 immediately 
clear, obvious 0002, 0021, 0760 








DORMITORY OFA SE aC ttuwss student dormitory 
0099, 0036 


HEHE yy 45e0 boarder 0036 
MH 45625 dormitory leader 0091 


PRA E<LANES company aoraliens ok 
unmarried employees , 0060 


BAIMED vsscte ee, 0366 














‘ BEGIN ORAM TA mULTS begin, commence, open 
; : 0450 
‘ MAS FAL Tae primitive, primeval 
0206, 0169 
: ¥ . Opies S tvs begin, start, originate; embark on 
LS) SBE 02S) REGS) ASAD 7: Ko*ltH* beganwalking 0679 


tak") ive) beginning 


0956 | Visualize a woman (4) setting about (i.e., BEGINNING) the task of preparing a meal at the 
& 38 | kitchen platform (2), i.e., the kitchen counter. 





0252, 
#8 | 8 














END OF 4v1L05 last, the end; final 0196 


b ? 

REAL LedTA laststop, terminus 0349 

| #4%® Uv from beginning to end, at all times 

; 4 — 0956 
> 


B(b3) -B(bS) (RS) AER Lesta endofthe war 0461 
Off & shes [vilend, finish 








0957 | Recall & 0360 WINTER. Now think of a spool of thread as having four seasons, starting from 
% 120) spring, when you reel off the first few inches, all the way to winter, when the spool stops 
unwinding and you’ve come to the very END. 





1223 
wd 














‘FINISH 
? COMPREHEND 







OMT $A Lw9v45t4 end, complete; expire 
0957 


VHT $4 £AULdTS expire, become due 0179 
1477 #25 unfinished, incomplete 0271 
@ 445muy understanding; consent 0345 


2THTAS 45643 know, understand, 
appreciate 


L 









Yay 














0958 Recall that + depicts an infant child with its arms outstretched for hugging. Now imagine _ 
} 6 | that an important part of an infant's training is to learn how to lie with its arms tucked in( J }, 
rather than flailing around at the sides (+). In this kanji we see a child who has finished this 


learning process: FINISH; COMPREHEND. 




















‘AGREE TO, be told OT WK we5ls5 acknowledgement, understand- 


: 2 RECEIVE 1 0958 
‘MTS Us3bTS consent to; forgive; know, 
understand 0560 


‘ cae 2 KBE Ladys succession 0848 
Ene 242K TALe tradition, legend « 0223 
[ORS 3i¢##bS [humble] hear, listen to, be told 





0959 | The three lines running across the center of this kanji are a unique feature, so an easy short- 

F 64 | cut is to perceive these lines as transmitting something from left to right, and imagine that 
the right side RECEIVES it, accepts it, AGREES TO it, etc. It may help at first to sketch this kanji 

in the margin, replacing S3-5 with arrows. «= #& 0960 





F ' STEAM, be steamed ARR, Usd% steam, vapor 0126 
f= OF43E 2dtt-2 evaporation, volatilization; 
‘ = mysterious disappearance ................4 0148 
———S—— —ORF by steam; destuffy 
pol LIT wee steamedcake . 0602, 0094 
——_— u(t) OMS) CGT) pit ee eee 
d Le a. MEARST HLevst steam boiled rice 0377 











0960 Visualize this character as the act of STEAMING vegetables: see H- as the vegetables, $4-8 as 
ju 140| a variation on water (7K), and $9 as a metal plate, heated by a fire (~). 
ow 7K 0959, A 1188, 3G 1741 





2043, 
[13 


4 — ————————————_—_————— 








DANCE OMS KU stage 0949 
HEWN see< dance music, music and dancing 








OfFe $5 gues performa dance 


a 
He Grey t ? PROP" SSeS conduct oneself; entertain, 


SA#EA #5 ask for, visit{asick person). 0083 
0961 | > means dance. See it as two legs, one of which takes a dance step to our left. The portion 


above it in this entry recalls #% 0048 NOTHING, but here we can just see it as a skirt hanging 
over the dancing legs, to complete the image of DANCING. = 4iE 0048 

















| NEIGHBOR OBE A VACA. neighbor 0015 
KEEX WA neighboring country. . 0075 

WHEL 7 WAHOLE neighboring, adjoining, 

75 PMU ACE Mb ss cette csi sv oek adees soa tll 0847 
fe . Open 44 L085 adjoin, be next door to each 
ei(S) em) other 0227 











To remember the kanji for NEIGHBOR, picture a noisy party taking place on the other side of 
a wall. Here see §, which we normally see as the boundary between a town and the outlying 
hills, as a thin wall separating your house from your NEIGHBOR’s. On the other side, there is 
food (7K) and dancing (#). 


BLINK; instant OIE LeAmA instant, moment, second 0448 
BEIKF LeAL instant, moment 0383 
— KR WoL instant, moment 0002 
ay OWE< A%< wink, blink; twinkle, flicker 

APeTSKS) BE TCS dexe<ktc inthe blinkofaneye 0448 











0963 | Recall that at T0325 we saw »Y as eyelashes and * as an open eyelid. Here the eyelashes 
H 109) (%?) have an extra stroke (of mascara’), and the eyelid dances (F) up and down {i.e., BLINKS) 
} flirtatiously. It is only logical that H should replace 5&. here, as this kanji does not have to do 


with sight but with the eye itself. 





S848 225 dream, vision; daydream 0683 
ARIE 34957 asifina dream; madly, like 
crazy: IMeMty ee 001 
ORR a<¢3 nightmare, bad dream 0546 
Omie HLS wsb%ae dream, haveadream. 0083 
BURLIS wed<sic inadream 0656 











Informed by the previous entry, visualize S1-10 as a heavy eyelid, now closing in the evening 
(4), to sleep, perchance to DREAM. Note that the bottom of the character contains “~” lid 
and 4” evening, not 47 death/bone. 














| BRANCH (O#FSE L3 (<2#12) branches and leaves; minor 
details 0605 
FEY!) areu pruning 0086 
== HKD. Arc&ed green soybeans, edamame. .0161 
20 


WS | Review 3% 0373 BRANCH. When x is combined with f, it refers to a tree BRANCH. 
A a ce 3Z 0373, Ix 1991 



























SKILL, craft FREE x05 skill, ability, capacity 0892 
OS#hi ¥U engineer, technician 0748 
WAEX 2A*X acting, performance 0914 
44% &<x one’s special talent/skill 0385 


OM BEX edu one’s special talent 
Geo ceamaes degtnrcnghs @e Cub ced Onishi Oe 0154 















0966 | Recall that ski/lis a secondary meaning of both 0046 (abbreviated here to #) and 3¢ 0373. 
F 64 The present entry thus refers to manual SKILLS and Crafts, #2 {% (967 





428 etax¢ ancient mask show 0302 
ORR BE asiee Kabuki 0827, 0961 


















’ DIVERGE, fork 4yk sae divergence, ramification, forking 
ee ee, ARLES Re ee 088 
A Osi AL sAercA junction cl 
ig #2 many branches, many divergences 
Be i en Sc Sige Oearcprseb nia he alae Moa tan 0267 
lB *% forked road, crossroad ...........0768 
0968 | A mountain (LL) road branching (32) in two: DIVERGE/fork 
“UL 6 
0214 

















i } MOUNTAIN PASS tA &3ta%% road over a mountain pass 0158 
BJ 











D9EF] shows a lofty mountain (LL1) peak and a low PASS off to its right, at S6-7. Picture a group of 
tl 46 | hikers coming up over(_E) the PASS then down (|) the other side. 





Uke #3. Gifu (city and prefecture) 0968 








0970)| Picture this as a high-ranking official (5, see Fil) 0747) sitting atop a MOUND of earth. The 
 170| MOUND must be located in Usk 5. (335, a prefecture in central Japan), for we are likely to 
only see & in this one place-name, at least within Japan. 


‘URGENT TBA. Laws urgently, with all haste, at 
025 


2 HURRY Yi inp 1h 
3 SUDDEN ae #0303 express (train/bus); going in ag 





Fa : . @¢ usec [vi hurry, hasten 
PES) SENS) (32M *05U'23 sudden illness 0617 
|Cme a> urgent; hasty; sudden; steep 


| See & asa pair of hands URGENTLY pressing down on a heart (LC). The reason they are in 
such a HURRY is that the heart is not beating. 





CONTEND, struggle for Ome A225 war, battle 0461 
$3 25x dispute, strike 0927 
ee a4 4A%5 dispute, argument 0942 
< vy O4+4. 5%. dispute, struggle 
HOHE) EOF WeszMHStus well-matched 
contest 0507, 0912 





0972. "Now see the pair of hands (4) CONTEND/struggle with each other over control of a rod (J). : 




















‘ 1 EMOTION, feeling 
) , =E 2 ACTUAL CONDITIONS 


Yau 4 
wes CF) 


| 1 BRIE »Avs5 feelings, emotion 0327 


OFF ussv423 expression, look 0705 
‘TT £525 sympathy, compassion... 0182 
OMISEL gave unfeeling, cruel; pitiful, 


wretched: shameful O048 
284% vss circumstances, conditions, 
situation 0080 





0973 | Review #F 0130 BLUE. Here “blue heart” suggests “the blues,’ i.e., EMOTION/feeling. Associ- 
it) 61 | ate this with M2 ACTUAL CONDITIONS via the idea of one’s current state of mind or mood. 
——| Note that while most of the kanji containing #7 have two on readings, they all share the 


reading & 4, 


CLEAR, pure 


tf vay 
%E(u) SEES) 34(H4S) 





WHoK ute pure/clear water 
Lat’ spring water 


| TIAL eeLw (refined) sake 
Oi vous fair/clean copy 


OWED wkeS be cleansed 


0974 As we saw at 0130, #F sometimes lends connotations of larity or purity to a ‘Kanji i in which it 
“3K 85 | appears. This entry suggests pure, CLEAR water ( Y). wx Tt 0834 





CLEAR SKY 


+4 
Ik(HS) (GR) tk(h)- 1¥Ch) 
Ik) 


‘REFINED; precise, meticulous 
7 ESSENCE 

ISPIRIT 

eq vad 


BEAR aureus fine weather 0331 
OnFK wevcA fine weather, cloudless sky 0270 
OMB tena [vi] clearup 

igi. ©H thew fine day; formal oe 


Hi toy dispel (doubts or gloom), clear 
away 


1 FAH tus refined oil; essence 0433 
THY eevee refining: careful manufacture 
0709 


‘SH AAU efforts, pains 0667 
2 FL eae semen, sperm D468 
@#e ph 2uLA spirit; mind, soul; motive .. 0316 











0976 Imagine that the finest, innermost essence of a grain of rice is light blue, a color you would 
HK 119 discover if you meticulously refined the rice grain. Using this image, we can associate blue 
(FF) rice (#) with precise, meticulous REFINING, and with the innermost ESSENCE or SPIRIT 


a of something. 
1248 


me || 




















‘ | REQUEST Org LAtu application, petition, request 
~! 0315 
; 1 Rat £5¥uTS request,demand 0547 








— - 2h eas 
‘ th yy BARA tu a*A. petition 0214 
x Z(5) 3(Itd) OHS 25 ask, request 

OFT 35143 undertake 

| 





0977 | “Blue (FF) word (#)’ means a pure word, i.e., a sincere REQUEST. 


QUIET, still BRHLTS euu¥Fs standstill 0042 
Os Pe nuveue cool, calm, dispassionate 
0675 


DH] esi ill-life pi 
7 eo AE YD iM wussioae still-life picture. 0172, 0176 


a shaper ican gs ataaae seait ; 
Le L#(®) LEGA) LEC) Hea ze Ld oe quiet, still; tranquil 
ROS xeLTHS compose oneself 0126 





CLEAN, pure HS eovsse pure, clean 0974 
O44 vad purification, cleansing 0120 

FE wsSe clean copy 0079 

AK Uestev5 water purification plant 

0027, 0445 


tas based Pure Land Sect (of 
Buddhism) 0030, 0636 





ground or over rocks is likely to be clean and pure, This character points to the same phe- 
nomenon by suggesting that “water (7 ) through struggle (4) becomes CLEAN. 


CALCULATE O#t$f tux computation, calculation. 0555 


#8 4uxA exact calculation; settlement of 
accounts 


# *A+5 arithmetic: calculation 0309 
+H xa budget; estimate 0163 
SRE Zai~A abacus 0673 





Recall that “*" sometimes implies counting or figuring. Here picture A as an abacus (see V5), 
manipulated by two hands (1) to CALCULATE something. «3 4}. 1558 











' ‘ eens | mS #8325 answer, response, reply 0850 
Poff MZ &A&5 questions and answers; catechism 
ag era SNOT ete aghast roma csac URE 

hy 


== Ole] axe answer, reply 0050 

‘ie ae(RB) CER) ae wed answer, solution 0345 
BPH AS Losaccers answera 

question 0318, 0452 





0981 Here 4 suggests that the information written on a certain bamboo (+) tablet “fits’—in 
#r 119| other words, that it ANSWERS correctly. 


2340 
| 12 


ORFF 25. sign, mark, symbol 0300 
PEILFF LeSLss period (.) 0957, 0042 
EFF #A.8 note; phonetic grapheme ofa 

ji 045 


AGF puss tally, check 
LFF %5 ticket 


0982. Refers to the act of attaching (ft) a SYMBOL or mark to a bamboo (**) tally stick. Once this 
#’r 1198| kanji makes sense to you, take a moment to review FF 0456. 


‘EXTENSIVE (knowledge) OHi-E 1a<U (tte) doctor, PhD 03950 
2 DOCTOR, PhD ORLA te<.siomA museum 0172, 0291 


1 pa EAE t<asuLwe’ philanthropy, altruism 
0776, 0365, 0926 


148% a¢at¢ extensive learning, erudition 0099 
2 et .ut< doctor of medicine, MD 0561 


AVF PAD 


Review 0580, noting the extra dot stroke here. ++ ten can lend connotations of abun- 
dance or completeness (just think of the word +4} [Ew 93sA, full, enough; plentifull). 
In this kanji, “IF (complete) and “i (entire) together denote EXTENSIVE, such as the EXTEN- 
SIVE KNOWLEDGE of a DOCTOR/PhD. wa 4 0580, a) 0984 





OMT S zc1e<tS restrain, restrict, bind, 
fetter 0307 


OCIS 42< UB fasten tightly 
MU ES Udvays tieup D041 
Off ize bind, tie; restrain 








From here on, we'll revert to simply visualizing 2 as a cauidron borne by an outstretched 
arm (see “4. 0580). In this entry, picture it being BOUND with cord (#). Do not confuse this 
entry's #24 (LAX 4%, bind, tie; restrain) with #36 (LIZ, wring) in 1414, or PES (LIZ, 
squeeze) in 1415. wa THE 0983 














’ ‘ RECORD BOOK {820 i bookkeeping 0427 





fas O48 wuva’ register/list of names 0269 
¥ = 
®; | AtSNE wuxaw accountbook 0555, 0980 
8 rt 
‘y ag RATE wv4F housekeeping account book 
4 0219, 0555 
’ my 


| Wfz{R DSLAlg report card 0159, 0063 





Now ¥ fills the cau/dron (2), for soup. On a bamboo (** ) RECORD BOOK we register how 
many cauldrons of soup we make. Now nole from this series how we add an extra dol stroke 
| above Ef whenever we include it as a component inside more complex kanji. Also note how 
this does not occur with # 1314, which is based on 484 0581. we 7 0986, ie 1910 





THIN, scanty JH 251k (relative) thickness 0427 
OMGH te ta<ue<a& weak, feeble, frail 0424 
MWe <vs5e unfeeling, heartless, cruel 

0? 





SF) 34. 3H 3FwS) CHES 340 thin, weak, scant 
39 ($4) 3F(6S) 3F(5)- IRTHOS aFcTstHs waterdown 0027 
54 (18) 





Imagine putting just a few weak herbs (+*) into a large cauldron (2) of water(¥, i.e., broth) 
and you should be able to remember that this character means THIN/scanty. Practice writ- 
ing this entry in alternation with the last one, and learn to derive their meanings from the 
uppermost grapheme. me {Vf 0985 


GATHER SAC svuduy baton symbolizing authority or 
command 0799 


KEES xvuderess direct, command 
0799, 0903 








D987 | Depicts a claw(*7) collecting trees (AX), and means GATHER. 
AR 75 


VEGETABLE OBF3E pau vegetables, greens 
SEB xvLe< vegetable diet 
SER au.aa vegetable garden 
BISE #Aau» hors d’oeuvre 
OFS see preens 





0988 | Plants (++) for gathering (®): VEGETABLES. Note that all three characters incorporating 
follow its on reading, *+ 4. 






































1ERAX auc picking, collecting, harvesting 0059 


ORAS S suvk5tS adopt, accept; employ, 
appoint O04? 


27R4E xuLw> collecting, gathering 0190 
2#RET xurxA (commercial) profit 0980 


2 NHEeERS xAauvecs gather edible wild 
PINES... ANS docrsed keg Mae et 0037, 0988 






; | "PICK 
<2 ? GATHER 


lard 
&(4) 




























BEAUTIFUL COLORING 





42% Lxsu color, coloring, hue, tinge ...0528 
OBB t pave colorful; diversified 0267 
JER za» iris. 0137 
#210] *..# painting, colored picture... .0176 
OFS was color, paint, dye; decorate 










a4 
WAH(A) 





0990 | Many natural dyes are obtained from trees and shrubs. Here the claw hand gathers (2) dye 
4 59 | froma tree, then paints three stripes (2) with the dye’s BEAUTIFUL COLORING. = 4% 0991 








HOME AR te eHe avenue of cryptomerias 


0339, 6028 
#6 RK teea< Suginami ward (Tokyo) 
0333, 0297 


#24K txixeL cryptomeria forest 0240 
AZUL, ¢¥# Sugiyama [surname] 6037 
| 42) $ext Sugihara [surname] 0208 
0991 | The prefix “crypto-” means “hidden’ Picture this tree () hiding behind a set of blinds (2), or 

something else that makes sense to you, and you should be able to remember that it refers 

to the CRYPTOMERIA. ©" #% 0990 





















CITY QUARTER, city street 48% v0'% street, road, avenue 0708 
#834 ove thoroughfare, highway .. 0158 


Om ff Les cAsus shopping center, 
SHODDINRSECt ....0.--. ee 0351, 0347 


+t, #747 wed street lamp 0440 
Os f4 ebme street corner 0342 














ti 144| the middle to widen the road into an important avenue. Thus amplified, this kanji is suitable 
for referring to relatively busy CITY QUARTERS and streets. car 42} 1117 








| PRACTICAL ART, technique OA xen technique, art, skill; technology 
0966 


4 ee . 
2. — 
= ZE@y Wee art, the arts 0225 
} \ a Sei u'vie> art, fine arts 0497 
F4ii Lee surgical operation 0046 
AGF Lede jujitsu, jujutsu 0688 


0993 | In the variant of AX appearing here, the lower branches are detached, and a small leaf grows 
47 144| at the top. This is a noteworthy tree, worthy of special attention (such as building a road 
around it!). The idea to perceive is the technical skill (i.e., PRACTICAL ART) involved in build- 
ing either side of a road ({ f) around the noteworthy tree. « Uh 0994, #7 2229 

















HTS c3ve0ts dictate 


HEX. S430 testimony, statement; 
confession 


ORR OI Ave MES! as stated above 
0113, 0159 


OMS OAS state, mention 
aPL<MAS <pl<oxes expound .. 0495 








Now the noteworthy tree is carried off on a truck (3_) for exhibition, the purpose being to 
STATE/mention its special qualities to the public. The idea you need to see here is that of 
bringing forward something worthy of note. « #7 0993, 22 1000 





‘REMAINING, left over 14 kh &% room, space, margin 0187 
2 EXCESS ‘eye kit secondary effect, aftereffect 0598 

22o>y ESA excess, extra, surplus . 0089 
ls @sratze kWute excess, surplus; needless. 0555 
HE(A) HEQ)) HET) Og ses be in excess, remain over 














Visualize as a woodsman (55) carrying a pile of wood (S3-4) back into his cabin (suggested by 
roof *.). S6-7 show two pieces, in EXCESS of what he could carry, that have fallen out of his 
grasp. REMAIN is an associated meaning, from the idea of being left over. Focus on associat- 
ing S6-7 with EXCESS/left over. 


é’ ‘p, RID OF RATS vexets rid of, remove, eliminate 
J 0138 
In ORM SS veeoeS remove snow 0899 
i ee HERR la&uvws exclusion, removal, elimination 
oso 0739 
‘ oO ‘ ‘ 
2. DEL) BR< @2%< rid of; exclude, omit 
FMRC iF kIUROFLT excepting 
Monlys....00000 0 0029, 0025, 0001 








0996 | Now, having learned from the previous entry, the woodsman decides to get RID OF the excess 

170 (43) pieces in the hills(B), rather than schlep them down toward the cabin in a futile effort. 
Picture him dumping out $9-10 on the hillside, As you learn this set of characters based on 
$=, note that their on-yomi all have short vowels. oa [& 1876 


0412 
| 10 














SLOWLY #RANS vaevatce slowly, gradually 


OTT S vezats po slowly 





OUR vate description, depiction _....0994 


RUBE Uxv2sl lyric poem/poetry 
he RMR cc tee, EEE nse ieee es 0973, 0389 


PLFA LeU epicpoem/poetry 0080, 0389 
Bali vet autobiography 0081, 0223 


SPA Avesta declarative sentence 
0334, 0101 o101 


OBLIQUE S62 Leta oblique line, slanting line, slash 
0210 


ORL Lew slope, slanting surface 0175 
#12 Leva hypotenuse 0195 


Osbsbz: amede oblique, diagonal, slanting; 
displeased, cross 


0999 | Review *t 0 0757. Here the dipper is that of the woodsman’s arms cupping the excessive load 

4} 68 | of wood (4). His cupping arms (S10) sag down at an OBLIQUE angle, from the weight. To 
distinguish from other characters containing -}-, remember that excess (#3) contents cause 
the cup to sag down OBLIQUELY. 


WAY, road ORC &be3T onthe way 0035 


3h LB iotTAcUL57< developing 
countries 0148, 0880, 0041, 0075 


HUSE “Ae one’s future, prospects; distance : 
to cover 011 


HF (5+ means, way, measure a 
FARE £5e use, service, application 0047 











oe yh 0994, 3H 1555 














APPLY ON A SURFACE, paint OM} e253 paint 0758 
RATS £8¢4 apply(anointment) 0204 

O% 4% wo lay on, paint 
k @ UKE wa picture for coloring 0525 
¥ax(S) #3) a) Py wea lacquerware 0172 








1001 | Visualize excessively (43}—.e., sloppily—spreading a liquid ( ¥ ) over the ground (1): 
+ 32 | APPLY ON A SURFACE/ paint. e i 1002 


LACQUER OURBE Low lacquenware 0295 


OB) Sa Lay lacquering, japanning: lacquer 
ware 1001 








1002. See the sap of a LACQUER tree (A) dripping down in splashing drops, like water (>, Y), aK 
is the five-stroke version of water we first saw at #e 0501. «& CE 1001, AE 2105, is 1344 


HERMIT, immortal mountain fairy Of A. #A‘cA immortal mountain fairy; hermit, 
recluse 0015 


ALT #Ave> fairy magic 

bl] LAA supernatural being 0316 
WE4ll Leta heavy drinker 0797 
AGE AK. Sendai (city in Miyagi Piractutey 


HANG DOWN, dangle OFM tv52<M vertical, perpendicular 0839 
HERR TULA perpendicularline 0210 
OFS ns hang down, dangle 
at RVHEA. HEN raindrops 0154 
ERS) 2(6T) AH) AH) #E53 O45 hang down, suspend 

















RIDE; get on OFM TH UssLets getaboard 0125 

, SER Ced%e< passenger 0787 
a. OMNCFES staicms board a ship 0669 
s ly >|... — FRY — FEN 995—-Oug taxistand — 0645 
P(S) -OW) OCS) HEV HOH surfing 0599 


“1005 | Use the diagonal strokes 8 and 9 to visualize this entry differently from the previous one. In 
J & | the rectangle at the center, picture a subway car (recalling Hi. 0125), stopped at a crowded 

2 station platform (56). No sooner does its door open than three phalanxes of busy commuters 

HE (57-9) push forward to get on for a RIDE. w #£ 1004 






















‘COMBINE O36{E waica holdingtwoormore posts 0372 


2CANNOT, find it difficult to cme eee ae 0498 
LAULHEV ENS 
= | combine business with pleasure 
ry 0047, 0080, 0570 
A 


(ta) -> (4a) 2d ta -aa [verbal suffix] cannot, find it 
difficult to 


_| ——— ORE IS kbs can'twait 0386 
1006 | Recalling #¥ 0079, see the act of trying to write with two pens at once (i.e., to COMBINE them), 
an act so difficult as to represent the idea CANNOT, As Halpern notes, the independent verb 
AK ta Z (4a 4) means “serve two functions” (M1), while the suffix -4E 4a % (-2424) 
means “find it difficult to...” (M2). The reading -4*4a. sounds like CANNOT. 



















SURPLUS #H) £ve3 surplus, remainder, residue 0995 
RA cedk& surplus, remainder, balance 0995 
HA vsdué superfluous member 0317 


OR) #45 surplus, excess 0464 





platform agents stand ready to “cut” (1 ) away SURPLUS passengers so that the doors may 
close. See the three converging lines at the lower left as SURPLUS to be cut away by , 


SLEEP ARIE atu. nap, doze 0921 
' “HE xv» nap, afternoon sleep D115 
— [ELLA D7: Votutlaerot hada 
= ——<—$> sleepless night 0002 
Ad ; 
Hes tuna waterlily 0585 





1008 | Over an eye (H) an eyelid hangs down (B), signifying SLEEP. The on-yomi compound to 
H 109| memorize appears in the next entry. 














SLEEP Ong: toa. sleep, slumber 1008 


¥ P ' ASI 3.44 sleeplessness, insomnia 0049 
\ AHR £54. hibernation 0360 

RY HK a A%A peaceful sleep 0096 

tati(S) wad) MUiAC wowce fallasleep 0192 





1009 | The people (E&, see 0477) are ignorant; they do not awaken to the ways in which they are 
H 109| deceived. Truly, the eyes (H) of the people SLEEP. The on-yomi follows E&. «= HR 1092 


1061 
110 


OR{ 3U'A mail service, mail, postal matter 
0890 


EME w5uAsE< postoffice 0890, 0256 


GREE w3eus postal system 0246 
48 3k. mailbag 0702 








Wi0| Picture a MAIL bag dangling (HE) from the wall around the edge of town( [3 ), right where 
the stagecoach passes, 





SPINDLE Ossie wzayu spindle 0835 
$EJZ0 -eer@ spindle-shaped, fusiform 
0147 


| 





| A tapered piece of metal (#) hangs down (HE) for spinning thread: a SPINDLE. This character 
& 167) was removed from the Joyo list in 2010. 


"FLOWER ‘HEH we flower arrangement 0158 
? MAGNIFICENT @afe >> Ze (tapas flowery, gay, brilliant 
ICHINA 2H LV) idle» brilliant, magnificent 
nF ~ @rpSE HBT bp5aH454) Chinese cuisine 

thee 0035, 0758, 0532 











W012 | just as wet clothes hang down over a drying rack at H£ 1004, so hangs here an elaborate 

yh 140| arrangement of plants (++) and FLOWERS upon a trellis ($4-10), signifying both flowery 

~ | MAGNIFICENCE and the sptendor of CHINA. We'll encounter this character again inside li 
1400, ee 4 0592 


ATS 
‘Hi | 10 














t's INVADE, violate 42 X Lalo invasion, raid, trespass, intrusion 
003 


423E LAtgA invasion; violation 0735 
42 Lan infringement, violation 0413 


RAORHERT vsstAnubsenet 
violate the freedom of expression 
0705, 0706, 0081, 0432 








1013 | 3 suggests one hand (=) covering (*~) another hand (34). Here a man (4 ) covers another 
person’s hand with his own, symbolizing INVASION or violation. Note that all three kanji 
incorporating & are pronounced » ». 





SOAK, immerse ORK LAT inundation, submergence .. 0027 

#24 LALe> percolation, exudation, eu 

— — OF wtkTF [vt] soak, steep, immerse; moisten 
oe APALISIRL ANY ModlceBICOURLANY 

Ute (F) Ot: (dB) bread dunked in milk .... D116, 0160 

FERRILIZA! <5€51cUkS indulge in fantasies 

0398, 0683 


GO TO SLEEP 2G LAU bed, sleeping berth 0949 

7 ~» * 
a Opes LAL? bedroom (253 
: #8. LA bedclothes, bedding 0837 


‘Nh ye —ss«d OE BEET eaewA bedtime 0383, 448 
u ta(4) fa(art) ta(atts) fea’ d tt putto sleep; lay down 


| The whole story of GOING TO SLEEP is here: one enters a house (+), lies down ona long 
wooden tablet (4 ), lays one hand over the other () on his belly, and GOES TO SLEEP. 


OFM £5v cleaning 0996 
PRR Z5U% vacuum cleaner. 0996, 0473 
it w€5 cleaning... 0974 

OPG< 1a¢ sweep 
feSMT iteeEy sweep out 0038 














1016 | The structure # shows a hand (=) covering (*7}a cloth (Ff), We'll take it to mean washcloth 
(#). In the present entry, hand ( #) and washcloth signify SWEEP (away). 














‘ ADULT WOMAN, wite O34 Ld housewife 0365 
i tt A. tA. woman, lady, female 0015 
, Hi 555 husband and wife, married couple 
" ss 0565 

Z SR ERMR Z5Us charwoman, cleaning woman 
1010, 0996 

HER ARK sAcvAa obstetrician and 


gynecologist 0161, 0015, 0759, 0561 











Though | disclaim once and for all any tolerance for the anachronistic gender associations 
éc 39.| built into this ancient script, | shall not attempt to ignore them. Here the image of a woman 
(4) holding a washcloth (#) denotes ADULT WOMAN or wife. 


0426 
111 


| RETURN (home) 


" ee 
MAS) MAT) 


S1-2 resemble |J sword, but the old form (i) reveals that these strokes are in fact an 
abbreviation. In the way S2 turns, perceive the idea of “turning back” With washcloth (#) to 

represent domesticity, this character suggests the idea of “turning back toward one’s domicile,’ 
or RETURNING (home). 


ONES #2<44 returntoone’s country... 0075 
iat S go8TS return, be restored, revert 
0865 
OVS #*2% return (to one’s original position), 
come back, come home 
WRUIE wauaes the way back, return trip 0158 
‘ad #at let(someone) return, send 
{someone) home, dismiss 







=I 






















OWRTS ccnouts return, giveback 0378 
ORS set retum, give back 

WEL Sue refund, repayment. 0012 
MURS eveed take back, regain, wa 





RETURN, give back 












LA 
ECF) BUCS) 





FA see return, come/go back 








TEAR ORR mABv tears of intense emotion....0327 
WIRT S o<ourds shed tears 0793 
™= HA warew teary eyes 0021 


5 
" = . 
‘ WA tart ZR to%at2 crocodile tears 0398 
W LT 
) HCO sae be moved to tears 


1020) Here drops of water( } ) suggest a TEARful return (BE), wx {iL 0578 


‘‘~, ——— 














258 











' SHOOT, radiate ATHY Lets target practice, shooting 0169 


. ATS ttoLets discharge, shoot, launch 
0148 
4 =. KL tale reflection 0374 
6 > . 
WB) x¢4)* OVEHT $3 injection, shot 0368 
ORSHSIG wevsu0 lightshininginto/ 
piercing one’s eyes 0021, 0137 








WA) we already recognize + as an outstretched arm delivering a small object. Here observe the 
xf 41 | outstretched arm of a police officer, delivering (i.e., SHOOTING) a bullet at the body (4) of 
= an escaping criminal. w= zit 1022 














"THANK Ont mALe gratitude, thanks 0327 


7 APOLOGIZE 13+L Lede remuneration, reward; sa aa 


—|" Ait iol» monthly fee 0023 
@ay3E Lexvy apology 0741 
O44 arses apologize 





yy 
bE (d) 








WO) continuing from the previous entry: Before the bullet arrives, the criminal offers a belated 
= 149| word(i) of APOLOGY. M1 THANK is a cognate meaning, «= $4} 1021 
















1At3#e &5x discussion, debate, deliberation 0927 
Oats £54 debate, discussion, argument 0942 
24ER #05 subjugation, conquest 0868 
2B S 452544 wipe out(the enemy) 1016 
@3$2 4-> suppress by armed force, attack 


‘STUDY, examine 
?SUPPRESS BY ARMED FORCE 





Here visualize an arm reaching out (*J") to grasp words (3), signifying an aggressive effort to 
STUDY/examine something that has been written or said (M1). it may also signify an aggres- 
sive attempt to SUPPRESS words of protest (M2). A good on-yomi compound to memorize 
appears at # 1029, just ahead. «= il 0555, a! 1024 





1 REVISE, correct ORFIET SA cueusds correct, amend, revise 
™“ ‘ 00 
9 
‘= ae RAF S mvcuts revise, edit 0429 
‘ee a — + BT TA catuss revise 0103 
7 








1024 Earlier we learned to see J asa T-shaped intersection or town subsection, Now we add the 
= 149) meaning nail, anticipating #) 2078 NAIL (this will only apply to the narrow-headed version, 
~) such as appears here). This entry suggests nailing down one’s words (i), that is, making them 
precise by REVISING/correcting them. s fil 0555, i 2165, wt 1023 


1310_ 
1619 

















2 STRIKE, (emphatic verbal prefix) Fae Kook percussion instrument 0302, 0295 
4 ASAE] izA3u4 [baseball]home run. 0031, 0005 
" 3 OFFS 4S Keats overthrow, knock down, defeat 
—_ 0941 
ao OFFAL ace strike/drive into, ram down; 
3(2) 3(%)- devote oneself to, be absorbed in Ss 0192 
FJ64 36% putanend to, break off, finish 
(0R6 


1025 | Hand (#) hammering nail (J ): STRIKE. See it happening in your mind's eye. 
F 64 





STRIKE, attack: shoot FJ u's blow, strike 
HET S Lew'sts shoot, fire at 
ORS itaure counterattack 
ORE 5° strike, attack: shoot 
RELA 562.84 defeat, crush 








1026 | Visualize an aggressive fist (5 )+first attack into an opposing force made up of armored cars 
(Hi) and /Jancers (42), The increasing width of $12-14 gives the character something of a 3-D 
quality, visually suggesting a STRIKING fist. 3° “UF 1576 


OFS aX wipe, dry 
OFF od wipe 
FeV wader handkerchief, towel 0046 
var DAS <6 napkin 0019 


B(<) das) HART S roles TS (=SoLETS) sweep, 
wipe away 081 


| Review 3X 0109. As when waxing a floor or washing a window, the hands ( +) must follow 
prescribed form (3X) when WIPING. 








TRY, test PA LUs< sampling (of food) 0288 
OBRWMB LOATA test run 0584, 0224 
ak Us» match, game 0227 

y OPA xzSa trial, attempt, test 
ZLA(AA) te (4H) ORNL TAA thLTHS give (something) a try 











WO! itis best to associate this character’s meaning of TRY/test with a test in school, in which one 
= 149| must speak or write words (#) according to a prescribed form (ZK), war fi 1299 


1365 
#|13 

















2 ; | EXAMINE, investigate FURR TAITA inspection, examination _. 0349 
Hie LeiA automobile inspection 0125 
" ORT S GALSTS examine, study, 


. - investigate 1023 
ay papier See, 

: KEES AS criminal investigation 0639 

HRA tA public prosecutor 0080 








1029 | Earlier we learned to see 1B as an official’s horse (0886). The right half of the present entry 
4# 75 | shows a similar form, with a roof over it to suggest horse stable. In this sequence of five 
a characters based on stab/e, the one with # wood refers to the construction process, in which 
Ras we must carefully EXAMINE the building materials. 







0898 
#12 

it TEST, examine ERA WAX verification of accounts, checking 

LS figures 0980 

O2kER LitA. test, examination . 1028 


SETA cotats take an examination 0065 


KEATS pUGATS experience, cael 
(actually) feel oo... oe 


SRR Lotta experiment... ie 


Next to be examined are the horses themselves (&), Here we take one out for a TEST ride. 
Note the traditional form, whose pattern is followed by the other kanji in this group. Also 
note that all the kanji in this group have the on-yomi 7 /, though the present entry is read 
7’ ina few compounds. 


















yy HY 






















Ofsiit: ava dangerous. 0726 


"RTE uAa<e dangerous, threatening, 
hostile, serious 0546 


| 4RKR fata insurance 0446 
2 FRER WtA% steep pass 0788 
@HELU. Ly steep; craggy; severe, grim 


|’ DANGEROUS 
2 STEEP 




















ay 
(tA (Lv) 








Horses are a precious commodity, so it is of some concern that this particular stable should 
be perched so DANGEROUSLY on a STEEP hill ([). 









\ : FRUGAL RR WARS economy, frugality, thrift... 0170 
OW ttoitA economy, frugality, thrift. 0991 





Ty 








The man (4 ) who works at the stable (the stable hand), notorious for his poverty, also sym- 
bolizes the virtues of FRUGAL living. 

















; i, | SWORD FIG eauA. sword 0085 





* OR LAA. real sword: seriousness 0838 

] @|i8 ALS fencing, swordsmanship, kendo 

+ ee, | Se ~ Pe 0158 
Be a PF WAC (=t4Aw<) swordsman, fencer 

aS 0787 


Oglenit< ravee< sharpenasword.....0724 








1033 | Now picture a SWORD (lJ) slicing the stable right in two. 


0398 
#@ Ill eta valley stream, mountain stream 





@2K #icH¥ valley water, rill 0027 


@JEK #ic%2 bottom ofa ravine, valley bottom 
0482 


Off] aAtc& valley, gorge... 0448 











| Picture a VALLEY in the mountains, $1-2 are the slopes of distant peaks, $3-4 the outlines of 
a widening VALLEY, and [-] a pond or field in the middle of it. Compare with 0227, which 
has an extra stroke under its “lid” to complete the image of FIT. The key contrast, of course, is 
the presence or absence of mountain peaks in the background. 


OR Le<k< appetite (for food) 0288 
WRK s2k< worldly desires... 0172 
SRK vsk< volition, will, desire 0151 


EMER S AvrpeteotS wish for peace 
0334, 0236 


OLAS Lx desire, wish for 








In the mountain valley (4) dwells a community of simple peasant folk. Though they lead 
a happy life there, they know there are luxuries in (he city that they lack. Here we see their 
wide-open mouths (), symbolizing people’s insatiable DESIRE for more. 





, a BATHE OM} £<L2 bathroom 0253 
~ NIT S tew3k<7S bathe, takeabath 0039 


™ O¥UA #v'e [vil bathe; be bathed in 
4 Az WU+tS wes [vt] pour (water) on; shower 


’ " | (KS) (U4) _ (abuse) upon 
4e wot (CU) informal summer kimono 
0700 








1036 | Here picture BATHING in the water(¥ } of a pond or stream in a valley (4) among mountains. | 


7K 85 | 0 YF 1038 


0404 
| 10 











. ‘ COUNTENANCE, appearance ORF u's beauty D497 
: 2 CONTAIN, accommodate AEE aA£5 transfiguration, transformation 


Pum 0775 
Ma =e ———— Ozeee £5% container, vessel 0295 
| | 2m £545 capacity, volume 0538 


2 


2BATS 1894543 encompass, comprehend 
imply; tolerate 














1037 Like some enormous stadium roof, see “> CONTAINING an entire valley (4+). Through the idea 
“> 4) | of “bearing,” associate MI CONTAIN with its M2 cognate COUNTENANCE (i.e., appearance). 
oe 1 1038 







Ov £544 dissolution, liquefaction; meting, 
fusion 


THK 452% solution, solvent 0468 
OKAYS ages dissolve in water. 0027 
2HIFIAC etc meltinto, fuseinto .. 0192 
2A £540 welding 0847 







~~ 1 DISSOLVE 
pis 2 MELT 
Pine a 
lll LQTS) Etat) &() 















OBA 232< manners, customs; public morals 
0425 


Et aA2< folk customs, folkways 0477 
Fa eK slang 0222 


HRI 25e<.AK< popular literature 
0159, 0101, 0099 


FA #<cA layman 0015 














ABUNDANT Of: £03 surplus, margin, room 0995 


rN 
WAO | The people in the valley (4) make their own clothing (%) from local materials, freely avait- 


A 145 able all around them. Thus clothing in the vaifey is ABUNDANT. See {1 1481 and 4a 1484 for 
additional sample compounds. 














104 


2 











LENIENT BAG pA generous, magnanimous, 
JONG seg ctSedosat ca sapere 


OMAt mAk3& tolerant, liberal, generous 
1 


Bik para lenience and severity 0810 











FAT) this is the only kanji in this course in which “grass-crown” (++) is itself crowned, Let us use 
+ 49 | this fact thus: see the grass as a kind of padding to soften the pressure of the heavy roof(->) 
placed atop this fragile seeing eyeball (4d,), In this way the character symbolizes LENIENCE, 


OF TRE} mAdiled sweetener. 0273, 0758 


HR wAxA sweetness and bitterness; pain 
and pleasure 060 





ay Olfv) asus sweet; indulgent; overly optimistic 
; : : HO® #&<6m sweet (wine), mild (tobacco) 
HEV) HEAS) HE (eA 3) 0019 


Hea HePYT pamper, spoil 


| Derives from a picture of an open mouth with a SWEET (54) laid on the tongue. Think of a 
sugary candy melting on your tongue as you let this image find a place in your memory. 


DARK BLUE Of, Au dark blue, navy blue 0528 
Alka 25% (=cA») dyer;dyer’sshop 0252 
URG M524. dark blue, navy blue 0512 


MoI zAmtUs blue business suit 
0124, 0238 


#120) dyer’s thread (#) and turning it all sweet blueberry blue. Thrilled by this discovery, the dyer 
decides to make all DARK BLUE thread in this way. 





CRIMSON LA =51¢< red and white 0076 
ALB 2545 fall colors 0605 
5 ## fall colors; Japanese maple 
—- ORLZE 23% blacktea 0603 
Ae eis ONL <s-xtc lipstick, rouge 0019 





WAL 3¢<nee» light crimson, pink 0986 








1044 | The next four entries require us to visualize a series of actions being taken with an / beam (I), 
¥# 120| Here, informed by his serendipitous discovery of a dye for DARK BLUE (#H}, the dyer learns to 
dye threads CRIMSON by rubbing them against a rusting iron / beam. 














ATTACK Oy =57% attack, assault; criticism 1026 
1 ; BL<F 25Le offense and defense 0648 
7 Ove ws attack, take the offensive 
E ay FRRILC® Lotati barrage of questions 
at (sbB) 0318, 0452 


BUTS #AcstS major in, specialize in 
0580 











OETA auics success 0070 
Dy 232% meritorious deed, achievement 


Iy3F =545 meritorious deed, (distinguished) 
services 0542 

420) A253 longservice, years’/tong 
experience 0117 

TNR 25a (=7 500») great achievement 0269 


W046 | see H powertully lugging a massive | beam (T): MERITORIOUS achievement. 
ww TZ 1047, BC 1045 





SKILLFUL, ingenious I5# 25 skillful/ingenious person... 0107 
OF¥75 #25. art, craftsmanship, technical skill; 
0966 


trick 
MG eu7se elaborate, exquisite, 
Ingenious 
OTF Ate Cae skillful, clever, cunning 
TOA P BE b<atelerta clever trick 
0046, 0521 
Closely compare the writing of (a) % 0628; (b) 0858 and 5: 0859; and (c) the present 
entry, #7 1048, and 7% 1050. For purposes of recognition, we can see a numeral 5 in all of 
them. Here, visualize the act of SKILLFULLY/ingeniously forging an / beam (TZ) into the shape 
of anumeral 5. c& 2) 1046, #9 1048 


FRETS sw5tuvss decay, be dilapidated 
0149 


O45 45%03 superannuation, decrepitude 
0629 





AFG M 3&e30 immortal, eternal 0049 
OFFHS <a decay, rot 








numeral 5-shaped specimen at the right, looking like some old, warped bristlecone pine. Do 
not confuse #47 4% (< % 4) with If S (< % B) 2183 (both mean “decay"). e FY 1047 








WITHER OFIGE cu withering, dying 0716 


? 4 
, Hit. 3 was dead/withered leat 0605 
: ORALAS wna dead/withered tree 0028 
’ eT 7 WARM font summer inactivity, summer 
j | ; >(HB) (SF) ils on 
AALS L Se SL cold winty wind 0028 


1049) An old (75) tree (+), WITHERING. 

































DIRTY, defile 15% sx dirt, filth, impurities 0172 
O54, aebus bad name, ill fame, disgrace 0269 
GT Wad defile, disgrace, desecrate 
t GS kOF make dirty, soil, defile 
TAH) GANS) UaSdLw) [Civ axes dirty, soiled; foul, base, obscene 
LOCH) HO(HS}) BHA) 











1050 | While this entry shares the crossing stroke with “J- 0858 and &- 0859, the writing of its 

*K 85 | Sshape follows that of £5 1047 and #5 1048. When you see the crossed numeral 5 with 
————|_ water ( 7), think of the crossing stroke as defiling the 5(i.e., making it DIRTY), so that we feel 
compelled to take the water and wash out the offending stroke. 


0196 
#| 6 


fie 


SHO (1.8 liters) Ft Woles 1sho 





yay EP 








add the meaning twenty (double ten +7). Here imagine a 2-liter container with gradations 
marked at every deciliter (0.1 liters). At full capacity, it would be filled to the twentieth mark. 
Start with 20 deciliters (JT) then pour a little out (S1): 1.8 liters. «a Ff 1052 









"SPEAK, argue 
? MANAGE 
3VALVE 


ny 


"EIRP S £5NA7% reply, answer; defend 
ORD ged esgic teh arneeeagen pone 


TAG RUSE waxed Kansai dialect 0451, 0795 

OHSS AvNATS speak/actforanother 0071 

2 SPR SS XNALLITS compensate, indemnify 
0324 

















SESH RAEANA Safety valve 0096, 0078 
















1052 | this is the modern simplified form of three distinct kanji: 4¥¢ (SPEAK), 3% (MANAGE), and Sf 
Ft 55 | (VALVE). We can perceive the first two meanings together by seeing Zs as a courtroom attor- 
=| ney’s elbow leaning on the jury box balustrade ( }}) as he MANAGES his client's case/SPEAKS 
ves his closing argument (see V3 here and V5 at 2 1661}. «= Ff 1051 
1730 


| 5 








ASCEND, rise in rank LATS UssLestS ascend, rise ....0041 
OFMETS LeILAtS be promoted, risein 
rank 0191 
FAT S Lsse¢es be promoted toathigher 
vay status 
PEC) FRA Lade09 salary raise at 
OMARS <oupog’s rise in rank 0577 








1053 | See the sun “See the sun ASCEND/i rise up over #1, just the way it rose over + in 52 0143 EARLY and 
H 72 | 0145 MORNING. Also compare with E. 1392 DAWN. 

















OujeBS veenizs climbamountain 0037 
‘i LSita climbingahill 0375 
OBS LavestS come onstage; appear 
; 0445 


‘ASCEND, climb 
2 ATTEND, appear 
3REGISTER 


hy b 
~~ N DIE (B) 























DEER 254< registration 0608 
3Bac iS Lasix register . 0427, 0985 








We saw at #& 0148 that 7* means outspread legs. Here we see a bean (&.) spread out its 

legs like a rock climber, stretching to reach a pair of good footholds from which to ASCEND 
a rock face. M2 ATTEND/appear can be thought of as “climbing” into the place where one is 
awaited, and M3 REGISTER as “climbing” into the books. 






LIMPID | je #uvss9% clear, lucid; serene . 0974 
OCHRE w-b43% unclouded, clear, limpid 
024 







=> O#L to become clear 
v(t) tet) -+(éd) WARK tAseas limpid water 0027 


Riz ated observe carefully, pol 
Be 0083 





‘FILL iM TS UwrerFs de full 0179 
? 7ALLOT Ose Sy ze wwdsiA% full, enough; 
plentiful _.0088, 0005 
oi ° oo —SEFE a< Ue oansionempllicalion 0813 
YyYo4 
1 “as 
(CB) FEA UwserA reserves 0317 


@75CS HTS allot, assign 








1056 | Review Ef 0489. Here the parent 2 must cope with the “hollow legs” of adolescence (JL). 
JL 10 | See the parent reach down with a bent arm (Zs) to FILL the hungry child’s fegs with his full 
| ALLOTMENT of nourishment. 














i ’ GUN, rifle SEX vwesis shooting (down) 1026 

u OSL ww3t25 firearm 665 

, PULSE 2503 hunting gun 0764 
p D " Yay JOBE ALM pistol 0562 
’ PRES 4mALe> machine gun. 0473, 0451 


1057 | This combination suggests filling (3G) something made of metal (#), and refers to the act of 
167 loading a GUN. 











1535, 


a 














‘UNITE, subjugate ‘#i— £39 unity, coordination, standardiza- 
0002 





2 INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM Hon 

Ogg til) LS.» control, regulation 0708 
ae Oi<S FS unite, unify 
(XB) ? iE 4>k5 lineage, bloodline 0198 


@tefi CALS tradition, convention 0223 























‘FLOW Oxi 4S tens flow; [of time] pass; float 
>t 2 CURRENT O¥3B 19325 circulation; flow 0159 
'™. ISTYLE ' EVIE +505 upper stream (ofa river); upper 

— | 041 


1—_° i class 0 
Yay Iv 2 ape tiga aidan 
At (ILS) wAt(H) RA (+) ies TAN electric current 0155 
RICH) 3= Bit *ALeeSo inthe style of Mishima 
ea 0004, 0341 


1059 | Picking up from 36 1056, we now find the parent's bent arm( Zs) reaching down to flush a 
toilet, releasing a FLOW or CURRENT of water(¥ ) resembling a river (II) (note, however, that 
$10 curls to the right and then up). Associate M3 STYLE with M2 CURRENT. 





SULFUR OME Uwdx sulfuricacid 0800 


TRE 139 sulfur 0915 


Pt 85k Iwo Jimalisland) 0915, 0941 
1060) SULFUR is associated with volcanism, suggested here by flowing rock (4) (the meaning flow- 
Zi 112| ing is borrowed from yi). « 4H 1290 














1096 
He |12 











0015 


BLIND BA #3 blind person 
— OBH 458< blindness 0021 
EMA 495A blind belief 0063 
; a | BAKE £35825 school forthe he 


099, 0103 
fH Le4> color blindness 0528 








1061 | Dead(t) eyes (A): BLIND. Review L_ 0233 if necessary. 
A 109 


ORETA 5L7F4 forget, lose 0563 
ES FotAM year-end party. 0117, 0226 
EIT S F5%e< TS forget 0733 
AeP7 OGNSD hens forget 


bt (14) NAD bF¢hso lostitem, something left 
behind 0172 





The only difference between this character and the next one is whether heart/mind drops 
below C= or squeezes beside it. To keep them distinct, associate ‘cs FORGET with the mind’s 
dropping or falling, and tC BUSY with its being tightly squeezed by time demands. In the 
first dies knowledge; in the second dies time to think. # TL 1063 


BUSY OBI nix3e busy 0267 


HCREXALS iF9k04NS be very busily 
' % accupied, be worked to death 05 
) xo —— + fCL& veeLé busyness 
See ) OFS CIEL LTET EAL be busy with 
one’s work 0371, 0080 


(See previous entry) «= * 1062 





: ) WILD, barren; devastated, ruined OFEK x5TA stormy weather 0270 
—}-}- Hie lav. desolation, waste, ruin 0149 
OFFS #hs become rough; run wild; be 


= devastated 
ay 


uy 
DV, By, & 80 207 | Bek ees soremetons, 
“&(6L) Fe lEL. 501Fu rough, wild, rude 


1064 | Grass (++) + die(1<) + river (JIN): picture a WILD river devastating the vegetation in its path. 
yu 140| Note again how the third stroke of what we are here calling river differs from that of JI] 0022 
= RIVER. 





0 


195 
> BE 














39 ‘ FLUARIED, hurried OETA #hTS be flurried, be confused, be ina 
hurry 
ne ti shHTT inconfusion, in hot haste 
| Y KAPET #BHSHT total fluster, hothaste 0039 
eq.” 39 {iC S% dbTS% Calm down!; Hold your 
db (CS) db (*e78LW)) horses! 
WEZZ7ELV) SALLY flurried, confused; 
busy, hurried 











7065 | wild (3%)-minded (+): FLURRIED/hurried. A sample on-yomi compound appears at 3 


















"HOPE OPH £<1z3 desire, craving 

2LOOK AFAR 1S £51F3 demand, request 0547 
‘RASS Loests be disappointed, 

eo =e despair 0543 

PAR @ x i ' 

DEE) St ore hope for, desire 

2S S CATS haveaviewot oB80 











A 74.| Picture the king LOOKING up at the moon AFAR, HOPING to find his ancestors and a place 
| where he might go in death. 





‘ACH SA rare element 0136, 0132 
OA Ve Lede scarce, rare 0677 
O#:% #hz rare, uncommon, scarce 

‘A; x1a<% dilute, thin, rare, sparse _ 0986 
@4;41 #15 hope, wish, aspiration 1066 














RARE cloth (4) as forbidden, for its scarcity. Naturally, such an object is one people ASPIRE 
to possess. 








1763 
lg 
; RARE MLO *kvO ([eEUO) uncommon, rare 
>< 0071 
2 Ait 5% (<413%) rare, unusual, 
Wy = uncommon 0400 
‘a =F Offre: &LL5% scarce, rare 0677 
an Ai x4a<% dilute, thin, rare, sparse. 0986 


Offi: #hé rare, uncommon, scarce 


| 1068 | One ought not to take one’s rice (#) for granted; often enough it has been a RARE commodity. 
A 115| Interchangeable with the previous entry when that one means rare. 








1099 
%,| 12 














tk LUMP TOGETHER —tiTS viomots lump together, sumup 
0002 


ORBEA) %5m27# all-inclusive, all-embracing 











0557, 0169 
; ' a? @4ES S (3527 include, comprehend, 
comprise 0457 
IETS Loe7F% generalize 1058 
GSP) Imagine the hand (#) rolling the tongue (7%) TOGETHER in a LUMP. 
F 6h | 
0334 


| 9 
2 ARREST | HyAAT SA z3eAFS detain, confine, imprison 
0312 
"way . Cn 25% detention, confinement, arrest 0843 
, —_- ——— FR =5%< restriction, restraint, binding. 0307 
a (pS)? Of9>S wbs adhere to, stick to 
Atpboe tT .ctmapset’ inspite of..., 


| 7 regardless of... a J 
1078 | Recall the PHRASE-speaking elephant from “J 0166. Such an elephant is bound to cause 
=F 44 | public commotion, leading ultimately to his ARREST, This act is symbolized here by hand (¥), 
presumably that of the animal warden, = 42 0664, 4) 0166 
























PICK UP OMETS Lwde<tS pickup, find 0387 
HO ELWS vwsvasiys pick up; pick out 0041 
HuUBHOS v4u.H HS gather, collect 0190 


OA eA VLEUSS pick upastone 0403 








1071 | To learn this kanji, think of your hand (¥) as “fitting” (7) itself to an object whenever it 
= 64 | PICKS one UP. Close and PICK UP this book, and notice how your hand fits itself to the 
ia precise shape of the book in order to do so, && +8 1072 








0339 


DISCARD INS Lele adoption or rejection, choice 0059 


9 
4 
PUIGIL A. LUeztces rounding (to the nearest 
' } IQ ores.) elesctss cape ces 0006, 0007, 0039 
WwW 


= —— Of*-C A $B discard, throw away, abandon 
+(TB) ¥8-¢-f- tz abandoned child 0094 
RECS ata forsake, desert 0083 








q 072. Review 4 0910. Here, a hand (+) tosses a piece of garbage into the earth-floored hut (#2): 
= 64 | DISCARD. oa dE 1219, $8 1071 


0461 
ach 











SOLITARY OMLRD xe<M solitary, lonely, alone . 0346 


4 
p PILZ 2 isolation 0067 
M2 xza< lone traveler 0787 
= a XB =e5 solitaryisland 0341 


$08 ze orphan 0772 





4 


1079) Review J. 0202. This child ($-) is anxious to find a SOLITARY place where he will be left 
+. 39 | alone to eat his melon, «= 5 1074 








0317 


FARA Zvs3@ arc-shaped 0616 
OF65 #22 parentheses, brackets 1089 
Whee cea arc(ofacircle) 0210 
BIH ides are... 0147 
FQ 2Ac circulararc;arcofacircle . 0019 














= 57 | tice writing this entry in alternation with the last one, and learn to determine their meanings 
from the variable component. e fil, 1073 


PROJECTILE, bullet (OpHAL xAxA. shot, bullet, shell 0012 
2 SPRING BACK; play on (stringed ‘fas (572A cannonball, shell 0665 
instruments} @eat> (st: spring back, rebound; be animated 
ay 2OMAPME KAM actu elasticity; flexibility 
(d) -O(H) ICL) eE cera 





4, 0128 
Oak w< play on (stringed instruments) 





(=) at full force and firing a PROJECTILE from among those stored on top of his head. Hear 
the bowstring SPRING BACK into place as he does this—a pleasant sound like that made by 
playing on a stringed instrument. 


[12 


~\'NVD ZEN OER wAL!3 Zen sect 0636 
Y AEE xv'A Zenmeditation 0749 
; | MSF wats Zen temple 0382 





"| wy 


| 











1076 | Review 3 0099. Here think of *Y as ZEN enlightenment from God (#). Picture the man with 
aR 113) his arms spread out in ZEN meditation and the pieces of enlightenment coming down into 
—in | his head. 


Mie 
0947 
(13 








‘SYSTEM, interrelated group OFF tutu system, organization 0062 
2 LINEAGE, descent 'ZA5l| wun order, succession; series, 0718 

@AB] tut genealogy, pedigree 0298 
yh 2 BFA beottv' direct descentline 0839 


2BRTIVWVA Kotter szUA Brazilians 
of Japanese descent 0001, 0015 























1077 | Let SI represent the point where a yarn spinner attaches a fiber to a post. That becomes 
the origin of the thread that he spins from the fiber. Now picture a long unbroken thread 
descending down from this point, symbolizing an unbroken ancestral LINEAGE (recall from 
fsé 0354 that #2 will sometimes suggest continuity). This image of a shared organizing line 
can also symbolize any interrelated group or SYSTEM. «= F O12 





























' CONNECT, relate to 


OBE4A Attu» relation, relationship, connection 
? PERSON IN CHARGE 0451 





VH84% hates connection, linking, contact 0582 
VWZbA pds] beconcemed in, affect 














Ar 4 ‘43% Wve. dependent(s}, encumbrance(s) 
LamP(S) MP -Atay AAr(b4)* viteeeneateeengetenseeis rercdscstaneesesnesetas 0884 
@23& mutta accountant, treasurer 






226, 0555 


Building on the previous entry, we now see a man(4 ) who is CONNECTED/related to the 
system/ lineage (#3). To build from M1 to M2, think of the PERSON IN CHARGE of an activity 
| as the person whose work is related to that activity (see V5). 








GRANDCHILD 2% 25%A imperial grandchild 
EGR BIA royal grandson 0072 
OF%% LA descendant, offspring 0094 


wy KR TAA descendant ofa god 0270 


g 0 2 O ; 
2 \ . BATA BTSA your grandchild 











{079 | the child (F) at the end of the fineage (#4): GRANDCHILD. 
F- 39 







0370 
#\10 






















KRFE AT suspension; chin-ups 1004 
ESE AHA pending question/problem.. 0097 
We@ ttaA anxiety, concern, fear 0230 


O— AE WAG WolsattAebt) with all one’s might 
0002, 0036, 0232 


SUSPEND 
ie > — 
DCS) AHS) 
BSeMts vsssremits offera prize 
. 0922, 0029 
See «> as SUSPENDED perilously from the bottom of !#f, a fragile thread extending from 
each of its five points of attachment to a corresponding point of attachment above it (it might 
help to sketch this in the margin, with more space separating -L). Focus visually on this set 
of corresponding points and use it as a visual shortcut to the idea SUSPEND. 






















hn ONE-SIDED, partial Tl te Aabee unbalanced diet 0288 


r Offi FL AAA prejudice, biased view, narrow 
* view 0083 
wd ii -\ Awe» partiality, favoritism 0778 

DID) ‘hid im were be one-sided, be prejudiced, be 


(oe Sz prdotpasax partial view. 0628 


1081 | From tft 0824 BOOK we know to see {iit as a bookcase. When we find it set inside >? we 
A.9 | shall call it framed bookcase, not to be confused with f# library, Here we see a man (4 ) 
leaning up against the framed bookcase (i.e., leaning to ONE SIDE). The reading #7244 
(be ONE-SIDED) can be thought of as #*7< (direction/side, one of two) + £4 (lean). 





















TALL OVER, everywhere 
? COUNTER FOR TIMES 


"28 7E \Axv\ omnipresence, ubiquity... 0406 
Oi hE Ane travels, pilgrimage 0853 


"TMi ae < RAANAMS evenly, equally; wt 
exception; alOWer. oo eee 0179 


O_-3H Wond once 0002 
> (ifidt, *ANA® several/many times, very 
| ce ee ea 0815 
1082 A framed bookcase (mj) on a truck (4_). Depicts a mobile library, whose purpose is to transport 
% 162| books ALL OVER/everywhere. To learn M2 COUNTER FOR TIMES, | suggest you simply prac- 
tice counting out loud the times you do something, using VioN A, ION A, SAA... 


























1 COMPILE, edit OMise \ALe3 editing, compilation 0190 
2KNIT ‘ako S AAeuts form, compose, emele 
= TS aAATS reorganize, remodel 
oe 042 

incor YEO knitting, UALS 0172 








literal sense, KNIT, Note that the on-yomi for all Kan based on fad is \ vy. 





’ VOLUME; chapter, part HUR AA firstvolume/part 0113 
Sek #25 <3 lastvolume/part, sequel. 0114 
" fi @<AA sequel 0354 
ae! OFG%S tASA short(asin’shortstory”) 0562 

—ROfFih votame<ua onework/piece 

(of literature) ow... 0002, 0152, 0301 








084) + suppests keeping records or counting. In this instance we are enumerating segments of 
re 118| literature stored in a framed bookcase (hii): VOLUMES, chapters, or parts. This kanji has not 
F-A~ | been officially standardized with the previous three, so appears here with the traditional 
ya form hn, whose first stroke is written from right to left. 








WIDESPREAD, common ] 223m A. universality, generality 1082 


| abe SAACHe universal, omnipresent, 
ubiquitous 1082, 0169 


i SS | 228 LA. building, construction 0977 


° F ‘ . 
O’E HAO 325 normal, regular, ordinary. 0159 
AE EY OD HAG) usual, ordinary 0521 
1085 | Recall ‘i 0333 LINE UP, whose secondary meaning is “average, ordinary.’ Joining this with 


A 72 | EB sun, we can perceive the idea of “lining up with everything else under the sun,’ in other 
= words, common or WIDESPREAD, © #% 1213 




















SYSTEMATIC RECORD; musical score =| ©4734 #aA.k chronological record 0117 


aH 4% seu. successive generations; hereditary 


| Tokugawa daimyo 


FAM tus genealogy, family tree 1077 
Rit wa genealogy, pedigree 0219 


Ossie area, (sheet of) music, musical score 0302 





Widespread (4#£} words (a): suggests words spread over a wide period, as in covering a 
subject systematically over a period of time. Such SYSTEMATIC RECORDS include those of all 
the events that have occurred in an era (a chronology, V1), all the persons that have lived in a 
family (a genealogy, V3-4), and all the notes in a musical composition (a score, V5). 











Ol Us<¥x3 occupation, vocation, 
profession 0498 


TRI Ls<e duty, duties, function 0687 
| HRHE Ue<ix place of work 0445 
IEA tLse<® unemployed 0048 
HAR WALES present post; incumbent ..0706 





1087 | Take Bk (3% spear+ IZ. stand+ H sun) as a spear-bearing guard standing in the sun. His 

EMPLOYMENT is to protect the community using his ears (¢). Following the practice of 
~~} community policing, he listens not only for sounds of disorder, but also for insights from the 
people who live or work in the area. = ak 1088, ak 1089 





WEAVE ARE Usow (<8) loom 0473 


Off, €L% organization, system; constitution, 
Construction; tissue... 0. eee 0264 


SS OBZ we weave 





Yya7 z 
51) a BU -B0 -B(Y) fet) sue cloth, textile, fabric 0172 
Romp eR) sockpesl fine texture 
0021, 0239 








1088 | (Continuing from the previous entry) With little to do but listen, the guard is more or less 
% 120| idle. To keep himself occupied, he has taken to WEAVING with his spearand thread (#). 
ow Hk 1087, aie 1089 





1295 


| 18 




















"DISCRIMINATE, discern Markle WLETS be conscious of, pe 
2 ; ae © Csneneee OP dnt aera 
eres ‘Hall FS Laos discriminate, discerm 0090 
a 503% &Le knowledge 0560 
71am (t<L& extensive knowledge 0983 
2-H ii UeBL* common sense, common 
knowledge. o.oo... cee 0321 














1089 | (Continuing from 1087-88) # indicates the words the guard hears in his community policing 

B 149| work, representing KNOWLEDGE. Associate Mt DISCRIMINATE with M2 KNOWLEDGE via the 

|_| idea of discernment. Now review this set of kanji based on #&. Learn to associate the variable 
component with the meaning of each. ce HR 1087, @& 1088 


1477 
8/19 








DIE A MARTYR Ali UweALs< dying at one’s post 1087 
OF UwAXES martyrdom 0632 
WRB VeAeLSLe martyr 0632, 0107 


FE] UeAT< dyingforone’scountry 0075 

































070 | Recall ¥ death and ‘iy 0167 TEN DAYS, The present entry originally referred to the practice 
of following one’s master into death. We can thus imagine that, upon the master’s death, a 
servant was within fen days to DIE A MARTYR. 41) 0167 







RETREAT 





IBM *£LL4< retirement, resignation... 1087 

O3BBE AvwsA discharge from ahospital . 0634 
UABE ALdU degeneration, decadence, 0149 

a4 OIR< Lue retreat; retire 

LUE(S) LUEUIS) IBIS Lees repel, beat back 


= ~_| = | —— 
1091 | R28 means stop (see Bi 0282), while _ suggests forward movement. We thus obtain “stop 
%€ 162 


































forward movement’: RETREAT. 









ek EYE UHR BA#A nearsightedness 01% 
'¥ BRE 4tA% ophthalmology 0759 
m OFR3® +AU insight, discrimination 1089 
: wy 4aty FHLAR ttAusta clairvoyance 0017, 0591 
acy FIFRA cAcusec goggle eyes, round eyes 
0649, 0761 








W092) HF provides the meaning for the entire character-—EYE—so it may be useful to visualize 
Fi 109| simply as an eyelid, goggle, or other protection to “stop” objects that might strike the eye. 
~ | ea HE 1009 





1084 
e111 








306 














' WISDOM, intelligence ee %LX wisdom 1089 


Ox #8” (471) 4a wisdom, intelligence, 
; sagacity 0560, 0581 


496 405 intelligence, mental capacity 0892 
4 34 ignorance, stupidity 0048 
BAF L295 resourceful general 0614 
* Like zal (with which it is partially interchangeable), 44 refers to WISDOM and intelligence _ 
and is commonly used in names, H adds extra “brightness.” es 4] 0560 





HUMANENESS Of{=# UAdL benevolence, charity 0778 
{4 UALe? humane act 0993 


A" FEtL EE CAUSA the five Confucian 
virtues (humaneness, justice, CQurtesy, wisdom, 
and sincerity) 0926, 0313, 1093, 0063 


1094 | “Man (4 }+ two(—)" denotes the mutual HUMANENESS between one person and another. 
Its main on reading is the same as that of A. HUMAN BEING: 272. 0 {25 0223 


BEAR, endure; perform by stealth OME ica< endurance, stoicism 0405 
BFE tcAvwed submission, resignation ...0869 
AMAT (cAUe> art of stealth and espionage 
=y si 0999 
= areal 
LOGS) Loses) RA (CAL ninja, medieval spy 0107 
| O%.3% Los bear, endure; perform by stealth 


1095 | Depicts the act of BEARING/enduring a blade (J) pressed upon one’s heart (>). Such is the 
) 61 | degree of patience required of those who would perform by stealth, like the medieval ninja 
: (va), war 2 1857 











' RECOGNIZE, admit ORRa ICAL cognition, perception; understanding 
= | iat enn | pee er rne eto anne, tener 1089 
a % wiif-4 S tcaw+S approve, authorize, give 
——_ SUNN SION: << nceopang sie seogaeiieverecoqecors 0814 
‘eum * | “ = BETE (ATL authorization, recognition, 
teeta" Ww 7 ee acknowledgement 0045 
7) Ark (DS) BR29 ¢<ica. tacit/silent approval, toleration .. 0762 
OME S Lolgeeacws admittoa failure 
is t : : 0563, 0830 
9096 | Words (#)+ endure (2): suggests a grudging RECOGNITION/admission. 
e149 
1404 


#114 











TREK &e5Le< seeking employment... 1087 
RA 43UA job posting 0015 
Cae tue~03 demand, request, claim. ,.0977 


BORIS £5%035TS require, demand, 
request 


OMS see seek, pursue 














1097 | Visualize a drowning person SEEKING help, splashing desperately as he struggles to keep his 
XK 85 head above the water(2K)'s surface (SI), 


2974 
| 7 


Heat pseu» lifesaving... 0232 


BoE aw5etuLe the Savior, the Messiah 
: 0604, 0345 


HB) awSe rescue, relief 0642 
OPS a5a05L% ambulance. .0971,0125 
OFF $5. save, rescue 





Now visualize SAVING/rescuing the drowning person, by reaching out to him with the rod (AZ). 
Note that both characters incorporating 2K follow its on reading, 2.7, 


BALL, globe ODER sewed the Earth 2 0187 
ABER was eyeball 1092 
FFER x03 baseball 0534 

‘| SREP a05Us3 ballpark 0445 

ORR. zkUB picking up balls; poorplayer 





| 1099 | We have already learned that ¥ is the hen form of -&. and signifies gem or, more gener- 
ally, round/spherical object. The latter applies here: visualize a water polo player splashing 
around in the water with a BALL. wa Jt 2219 





4 ; STATION TROOPS FECA S bw5eAFS be stationed, occupy 
0367 





ky 





1100) This character can be interpreted as a combination of -¢ seven and LL! mountain. Picture 
i 45 | seven TROOPS STATIONED on a mountain. 


2908 


we] 4 





a PURE | #lEz vwAtoe pure, genuine; unmixed 0043 
; fl twA%3 pure wool, all wool 0487 

OM fiz: +: AUpAS simple, uncomplicated, plain 
0462 


Yay MA veALAS naive, pure, genuine, sincere 
083 











PU UeAUsd pure heart; sel-sacrificing devotion 
i) 











WGI) Recalling from the previous entry that the STATIONED TROOPS in are stationed on a 
% 120| mountain {LLJ), let this entry suggest “PURE mountain thread (R).” 


$t3s £A% dullweapon, blunt sword 0295 
$34 LAd< obtuse angle , 0342 

St LAMA thickheadedness 0327 
OStivs taster dull; slow 


l238(u9) ICH) (23% PASS toLanicss waver in one’s 
resolution 0330, 0056 








WZ) to see the meaning DULL in this character, visualize the flat bottom of S12 as the blunted tip 
4 1$7| ofa metal (2) instrument, contrasting this with the SHARP horns at the top right of #2 1196 
SHARP. Later we shall encounter one last character with “fi: tH 1920. 


OBS LssLe9t calltogether 0190 
IBA BILLSLe draftee 0850, 0107 
Of -> &+ [honorific] summon; wear; eat, drink 
BLEMS Hse eat, drink 0041 
HAL sHLeM dress, clothes 0172 


In many cultures, people SUMMON someone by reaching out their hand and bringing their 
0| fingers downward. When J) appears above H, we'll see it as a picture of such a hand, 
beckoning someone while the mouth calls him to come over. & $8 1104 








INVITE OB FF Ladhe invitation 0386 
FARAH Lsseuc¢ inviting country, host 
nation 0977, 0075 
: —— ——O}% < tac invite; beckon, call; engage 
vay (someone's services) 
E4a (<) 

















7104 | Building on the previous entry, picture the hand(#) making a beckoning motion to INVITE 
44 | someone to come over. To refer to the act of literally beckoning with the hand, we would use 
7 this character (see V3); the previous entry carries the formal sense SUMMON. 

we £3 1103, $9 1784 


0281 
#| 8 














WA ZLed lakes and marshes 0259 


| MUDDY POND 
| OBL wé6 swampland, bogland, marshland 
018 


7 


™~, | 


'~ 
d 6 yay 
Co 


TWOS| think of as water(¥) being summoned (£4) into a MUDDY POND to keep the tadpoles nice 
and moist. Note that all kanji in this course incorporating £4 follow its on reading, “37, 


JK 85 
; except #4 below, where it is surrounded by an enclosure. ex i 1504 











0302 
INTRODUCE OMIT S LesHuvts introduce, present 
0611 


FAIMR Lssouvs letter of introduction 
, . 0611, 0616 


ACR? LeLesm. self-introduction 
0001, 0426, 0611 


his 





1106 For this entry see i as a bearded man (S1 shows his brow, $2 starts at his nose and ends at 


#& 120) jaw, and 54-6 show his flowing beard). Here one summons (£4) a friend, in order to INTRO- 
DUCE her to this distinguished bearded gentleman, s# 3 0526 


aa Ussher imperial edict 0229 
OM Lede imperial edict 0079 
ABA KviLES imperial rescript/mandate.. 0032 


ARR KuveaZLOU importantimperial 
0033, 0080 


IMPERIAL EDICT 





| eam 
—_ yyy 
ye BLED edict 
L ‘Hy 





1407 | summoning (#4) all subjects to come listen to some important words (2): gather round for 
@ 149) the IMPERIAL EDICT. 





0222 
1107 


a 64<2 imperial rescript 


IMPERIAL DECREE 
aa) Lssb2< imperial edict 





Fay 














TING | Like the Roman fasces, 3% bundle can represent a ruler’s coercive power. Here we see FJ 
A 19 | powerissuing from this source of authority: IMPERIAL DECREE. 














LUMINOUS, enlightened 


ba ~ 

















|| See the sun (A) being summoned (43) to shine on one spot and make it LUMINOUS. The 
original meaning of “emitting light” is now rare; today, this character is generally used only 
in reference to the Showa emperor and era (V2-3), in which it denotes “enlightened (rule)” 


(see Halpern), «= HA 1110 



















ILLUMINATE 
H y ) 2 EXAMINE BY COMPARISON 
7 g 


yay 
T(4) Clot) T(NAd) 









SURPASS, super, ultra- 


| fay 
2(2z4) 2(4F) 





GO BEYOND 


Here both sun (H) and fire (1) are summoned (14) to ILLUMINATE a scene. The flickering 
flames in this entry denote that #4 physically shines, whereas Hf 1109 emits only figurative 
light. Associate M1 ILLUMINATE with M2 EXAMINE BY COMPARISON, via the idea of “shed- 
ding light” on two things by comparing them with one another. = HA 1109 





This kanji starts by running (7E), then summons (£4) an even higher level of effort: super-/ 
ultra-/SURPASS. Note that this is the only kanji in which #4 is bounded by an enclosure, and 
thus the only one not read 2 3"7. Now practice all the kanji from 73 1103 to here (except #7) 
1108), using the variable elements to guide you to their meanings. 





ny 


eet) 








2(F) -2(F) -S(L) <(K4) 


WBAtA Ledledr% [rare] bright, clear; 
obvious, plain 


OnB#L Lad% Showa era (reign of Emperor 
Showa, 1926-89) 


RB FIK I LedhTAMS Emperor Showa 
(Hirohito} 0236, 0270, 0077 









OHBAA LsSebe illumination, lighting 0024 
TRARY LsaLle itradiation 1021 
Ona St illuminate, shine on 

2HA STS UesZats verify, compare, elie 


@yp 4 zusLud contrast, comparison; control (of 
anexperiment).....00.0 eee 0650 


















OB SRA b25L4ATHS supernatural 
0081, 0740, 0149 


HARRAH b3co"Ta% supranational- 
ISUC ssc cieicqeeg eres aes ee 0075, 0219, 0169 


HAW se5ener extratarge -..0033,0723 
O12 zas surpass, exceed, excel 
#4 x surpass, exceed, be more than 











MTS 625207F6 transcend, surpass 1111 
Off 3522 superiority, supremacy. 0780 
Ofg2z 4 ZARB cross over; surmount; surpass 
Ogk 3 2+ cross over; overcome 

3|oA-F vozs move(toanewhouse)., 0422 











1112 | Recalt 2% guided spear, first encountered back at KX 0070. Here its left-hand stroke ($8) 
#2 156| doubles back, so as not to trail across the enclosure (3E). In this kanji, picture a javelin 
— thrower committing a foul by running BEYOND the end line after his throw. Also used as an 
abbreviation for Vietnam {to the Chinese, a land “BEYOND the South” #& Fa). 


2825 
wom |i 112 














"PURPORT, gist, meaning "EI Lal purpose, aim; purport, meaning 0991 


FLAVOR, distinctive charm ee Lwl* purpose, aim; purport, meaning, 
14 ea a a ee 0151 

7 — | 778K vsdLe mood, sentiment, artistic effect 

Ya 

BLS 


758K Le charms ofthe countryside 0534 
PMaOAS sevens tasteful, elegant 0400 


‘1113 | PURPORT refers to the meaning or gist a communication intends to “carry forth,” from the 
7 156| Latin pro (forth) and portare (carry). We can perceive “carry forth” here if we visualize S7 as 


| aramp (built for running down) and 9 as taking something down it, ft also refers to the 
intrinsic quality of what is carried forth—its distinctive charm or FLAVOR. 




















2827 
ff | 15] 










PROCEED TO OHLE sca proceeding to anew post. 0372 
iE a8t< proceed to 


PEM HES UbizasGO< ride into the jaws of 
—= death 0716, 0187 















7 
BLD (<) 


1174 | The next four entries include the grapheme |, which we'll interpret as pointing downward. 
#é 156| Here, fk points downward (and forward) from $7, which as in the previous entry we visualize 
~ | asaramp built for running down. Thus the picture we obtain is that of PROCEEDING down 


the ramp. Note the similarity with @& 1113, both graphically and in the kun-yomi. 





















DEATH REPORT Sw'A report ofa death 


he 
MA =< obituary 0698 















1 


1115 ~ Again simply see f as pointing downward. Here a word (#) comes down from heaven: 
= 149) DEATH REPORT. A useful compound appears at Rt 1472. 










te | 9 


2 ‘ SIMPLE UAL UwAse<e simple andhonest._ 1101 
O#MELZ 13<62<é simple and honest, artless, 
= naive 0039 
a | Feb te<e% simple, naive, artless 0132 

Bkb% Low<« simple, plain, unsophisti- 
cated 0318 


WW! Here we can ignore the grapheme meaning and just note how b is SIMPLER than P 
AK 75 








0725 
#6 











SET (on} VIS DICT S tamuiceds weighona scale 





2 VEZ AAs TWH €cicbOrppsTuS 
; HANG, fasten The un is shi over there ........0..0.:05. 0204 
VoKdHIT S acgeeus sprinkle water on 
DUIS) -PUIS) att) -acy) ROOMBEH NE) 2 ert. cemrsatinn A oncetane: 0027 
A(T) a(S) -A(WS) -A (HS) igi hea PLCS hangup a hanging 
Lc) | te? teeny eet Unter 





yfanrl -At (Al vA) -AtAl 
CN a Oe eer 2 Bhs beat aitettey wall clock 0383, 0555 
W17 | In traditional Japanese buildings, framed pictures and documents are hung on the highest 
=: 64 | part of a wall and face downward. Here see the hand (+) SET/HANG an object on a high 
earthen (<E) wall, pointing downward (b) so that it can be observed from below. && #7 0992 














PICK, pluck JKIETD cCals2FS expose, lay bare, disclose 
O14 












RUT A cTaLw TTS extract, remove; point 
out _..., 0038 


4§2 -cak5 summary 0547 
OPTS LtexsS point out 0932 
O#§% >t pick, pluck, gather 


Review i 0351 TRADE. The following five entries use the similar form jij, which contains 17 

(old) in the merchant’s basket, and is associated with the reading 7 ++. We shall interpret fa 
as a fruit merchant carrying an old basket. Here, the merchant reaches up with his hand (4) 
to PICK a fruit and put it in his basket. 






















iF $4 tame drip, trickle 0040 
SUB CATS falling drops of water; intravenous 

GDB nasties cys noe ag ere} 0349 
OmsiH Sc raindrop 0154 


—}AOK wotamars a drop of water 
0002, 0027 











Fe 
LAS EELS) 


“GS LAS drip, drop, trickle 


119 Y suggests DROPS of juice DRIPPING from the bottom of the fruit merchant's old fruit basket 
7K 95 | (Ti). A few of the fruits have split open. 


























' LEGITIMATE WIFE/CHILD OU 6e<L- legitimate child 0094 
, BEGG itube< disinheritance 0149 
, 55 te<ta heir, eldest son; legitimate son 
; isco niece eee TOP MMR has ok, Sassi Peas dee 0092 
Be, HEFR be<A descendants of one’s eldest son 
- iii] Se<U legitimate heir 0825 
1120 | Here the fruit merchant (f&i) appears with his LEGITIMATE WIFE (%). 
He 3B 
0620 


#\14 











FIT, suit OY Teese suitable, fitting: irresponsible 
0141 


ij Wwe T&->4 fitting, appropriate, ade- 
D086 


= — = _ 77 a ee ina 
oe HK T8435 proper/moderate quantity 0538 
WCE cattuy aptitude 0128 





WTS TS suit, fit 


1121 | Now the fruit merchant (TH) loads his old basket on a truck (3_) to carry it to market. The 
# 162| way to visualize the meaning of this character is to perceive how the merchant and his basket 
FIT precisely inside the space afforded by the bed of the truck. 





Ti 
14 





OWE cau hostility, enmity 0151 
WBE 437% powerfulenemy(rival] 0423 
BOTT S Txt oppose, fight against 

0650 















MUSED S Txicows attack theenemy 1117 
ORS o%56 vendetta, revenge 1023 

















1122 | There’s always an ENEMY at the market, ready to sell the same fruit at a lower price. This pic- 
4¢ 66 | ture of striking (AZ) one’s rival fruit merchant (#47) (perhaps overturning his tray and spilling 
all his merchandise on the floor?) is an evocative image of rivalry and confrontation. 











‘CONFER PBST Z wwets grant, give, confer 0858 
7 INSTRUCT "$222 Cov giving and receiving 0065 


OME EITS acuessus award a degree 
— —= 0099, 0577 


2423 Uwexx5 teaching, instruction; lesson 
049 














oA 
Va 


SHS) SH (A>) 







2B #25 teaching: professor 0632 


To “2 0065 RECEIVE we add hand (4) to refer to the party that CONFERS. Practice writing 

these two kanji in alternation, learning to identify their meanings by the presence or absence 
| of F (also note the correspondence between the readings 91} 4 and Xt} 4), M2 INSTRUCT 
comes from the idea of CONFERRING knowledge, ws “2 0065, #2 1124 









YVZ LRA support, backing, aid........... 0373 

LY Wisd% #832 aid, reinforcement; support; 
< 11311) a ee ee 0850 
IRS DS ~5aAt|S Bi Supe bade 





p AID, give a hand OM) ZAUe aid, assistance, help 0642 
<p HEEL 2A<'A relieving force, reinforcements 
1 » 0583 
5, 











1124 | Take the right-hand portion of this character to mean give: in it, a claw(?) gives a baton (S8) 
F 64 | to one’s friend (Ac). Adding hand (+) here, we obtain “give a hand” or AID. «x #2 1123 


0536. 
| 12| 

















DAMSEL, young lady of noble birth | fun AURA talented girl, accomplished 
womin, girl with scholastic ability ....... 0652 


A BALA RA WR) tebieyOM Tachibana: 
hime (name of a woman ina Japanese myth) 


Se avwita Ehime prefecture 0776, 0044 




























“Giving (B) a woman ( it)"; here a DAMSEL/young lady of noble birth is given away as a 
concubine to a king or powerful warlord, in order to advance her family’s interests. 
oe th 2196 





SLACK, loose OPA mAs easing, relief, alleviation 0236 
fR4T HATS going slowly 0055 
Offuy sau» slack, loose 
FRO DBI wovoweam gentle slope... 0375 


eM RDS ta425%HSHS slacken one’s 
ae ae ee 0679, 0306 













| ay na 
DS(W) WS(MA) SC) 
DB (0) 
























A #445 mild winter 0360 
OWAME 2 BAKAG warm, mild 0199 
HOERURIB(L SawseAAM global warming 
AR) Foner ees: 0187, 1099, 0199, 0120 

RD 2 EA &ikteoet3a. warm blanket 
0467, 0204 


OR RSIE DA vnwkdttebS heat the room 
an Nantes ore 0068, 0252 


















YY 
dtete(y) Steel) d7ec72 (ES) 
dicts (4) 


















OME #A25 sightseeing 0197 
AME auA extemal appearance 0266 
BAY SomATA optimistic 0302, 0169 

Of asa (sense of) values.....0540, 0842 


{HEGRE tau world view, outlook on the 
WOT OS ice cco Me oo ERE oes i Becictionc ada honed 0604, 0612 















1728! Since he can’t speak to us, this small bird (f) carries an arrow (stylized from 2%) for pointing 
i 147| at things. Here he points at something to guide our sight (JL) toward it. He is asking us to 
~| VIEW it. Note the traditional form, whose pattern is followed by the traditional forms of the 
next three entries. 

















' : URGE, promote tr mA2¢ advice, counsel, recommendation 
0698 


' fF »A%e5 encouragementof industry 0498 
SS ——|€h 2 s4H3 urge, promote; offer 


t = A 
AT SMR S wrx<ksictses encourage 
FF (OS) (soM@ONe) OBO 0055, 0501 


NERDS eestor offerliquor 0797 
1129 | “Pointing bird (#8) + strong (73): imagine the bird is giving us his “strong recommendation’: 


Fj 19 | that is, he is URGING/promoting something. 


#)) 
1645 
(13 

















©#@Fll tau right; authority; privilege. 0412 


2 | RIGHT 
? POWER, authority ' Affi watta human rights 0015 
, 2 BHE eta. political power, administrative 
— —— power 0246 
yy ty L ae 
HEI) ttAte< power, authority, influence 0004 


2 HES S A-24AFS overstep one’s authority 
1112 

















1130 | Think of the pointing bird ( #) pointing at the tree (#) to claim his natural RIGHT or privilege 
A 75 | to inhabit it. M2 POWER/authority is a cognate meaning. Note that this is the only character 
in which the pointing bird appears at the right, which you should associate with the fact that 
it is the only one not pronounced 7. 











OFA »AS< pleasure, metriment 0302 
WAS wA|a<HV pleasure quarter 0302, 0992 
wT mA cheers, shouts of joy 0529 
HEE DAA warm welcome 0386 
#KRE wALS warm sendoff 0455 











’ CRANE WETS #<Lets look forward to 0157 

OF-7Y#8 wAi¢da string of a thousand folded 

paper cranes 0017, 0418 

= —<—<<—<—<—<—<— f8—-FF >2amUeC% the last word (leader's 

. a7 final decision) 0002, 0529 
24 














1132) Notice how the variation on 4£ in the next two characters differs from that of the previous 

% 196| four, Think of it as having a neck so long that its head juts out of the cover (S1-2) placed over 
pe it. 5 bird indicates that the present entry refers to a bird species. Thus we obtain bird species 
ae + long-necked bird: CRANE. 


1641 
(21) 























CERTAIN, definite OFFER »<IcA confirmation 1096 


TEAE%: <u> certain, reliable; sound, solid 
“et ROMA ats Se lags tlt NE 0499 
; = TERE tuw<% accurate, precise, exact. 0043 
tea cie: qanaa tbat 
LG) tL (dS) HED (2 ALA certainly, surely 





MED 4S tLiros ascertain, confirm 











1993 | & rock offers a solid, reliable place for the Jong-necked bird (#2) to alight, thus suggesting 
the meaning CERTAIN/definite. Now note that both characters based on long-necked bird 
_ are read #7, while the modal reading for characters based on pointing bird (#)is #~. 

ow HE 1655 




















‘ARROGANT 1tB.0 £ALA self-conceit; pride 0056 
? SLUGGISH OBS v&A pride, self-praise, vanity 0081 


'ER1B aA patience, endurance; self-restraint 
0221 


wy 
1 DEO AKO chronic 0128 
2 $81 % AKA slack, slow-moving, inactive 
ite 1126 


I 11384 | Visualize 4 as an arrogant, lazy person: H depicts his dour face; & his crossed arms, and 
it» 61 | © his crossed legs (resembling #)—a position from which he proudly refuses to budge. T 
| tells us that the present entry refers to his mentality: ARROGANT and SLUGGISH. 





























‘RAMBLING 
?COMIC 


VBS A xAwatTS makea leisurely tour 0570 
'BiB a sAzAe desultory, vagrant, vague 0808 
Ope 1g9eA laxity, looseness, indiscretion 0574 
@38 i] £A% cartoon, comicstrip 0176 
238 F Ax comicdialogue, manzai 0652 





yy 














WE! this character's core meaning is RAMBLING—think of arrogant, lazy () water (¥ ), mean- 
dering along neglectfully. Associate this with M2 COMIC via the idea of pursuing idle fun 
rather than a focused objective. = #5 1014 


' (sign of) THE HARE NU 33@ fourth month (of the lunar calendar), 
5 April 0023 


OMfse saxeL (SL) Year ofthe Hare 0117 














1136 | Depicts two long rabbit ears, a natural symbol for the horary sign of THE HARE in the Sino- 
1 26 | Japanese Zodiac, es OB 1141 


“Al 


0177, 


0 EES 











SUPPRESS iil] + &<#vF% control, suppress, inhibit 0708 


2 ‘4 
' OMMETS chores Oppress, repress, suppress 
0186 
a _ OMA wxaS suppress, hold down 
’ a7 42 HE.. atanenuy irrepressible, uncontrollable 
de (XS) ; 0712 
RALEMAS ttrA5Ae8%25 stifle arebellion 


0374, 0380 








1137)| this entry contains the four-stroke version of rabbit ears (as distinct from the five-stroke version 
#F 64 | in the previous entry). Now if a man had rabbit ears, he'd feel rather embarrassed about it. 
He'd reach up with his hand (+) and try to hold them down (i.e., SUPPRESS them). 





LOOK UP (to) 





RTS #23Lt8 lookup 0623 
fatt+4 LACStS believe in, have faith 
0063 













{M<" das<° look up (to), respect; turn to 
O{MALLt asasent facing upward, belly up. 0183 
{ft asast wishes or command ofa superior 






Yay ae 
B(¢) BB+) 





1938!) Normal human ears are attached on either side of the head, but rabbit ears are attached right 
A.9 | upon top. Visualize the man (4) LOOKING UP at his towering rabbit ears. 












Ofk il w»Auus warm welcome 1131 


WMT SA t3u-¢s welcomeand send off 
0455 


WELCOME; go out to meet 














OMZS tas welcome; go out to meet 
Hila br2zS go outto meet 0038 


WAKO wad fight the attack ofan 
enemy a | 








FA 
Ca(AS) 

















1139 | Here we see the rabbit being sent out on a truck (3_) to WELCOME an arriving guest. 
x. 162 





WILLOW {EAN Arty geisha, courtesans; red-light 





a, 5 
" S district 0121 
= JERI. tymsaus red-light district..0121, 0612 
; : HET Lense weeping willow 
ene 0965, 1004 
VES WIAS eee Yanagimoto[surname] 0031 


1140 | We now go back to the original five-stroke rabbit ears, It would be far-fetched to try to associ- 
A. 75 | ate rabbit with WILLOW, so instead see two drooping branches (JJ|)) hanging from a weeping 
WILLOW, 








0803 
| 9 

















EGG FBR 155A incubation 0644 


: ‘+ OBNB saa yolk 0915 
Y \ PEON xA5A egg-laying, spawning 0181 
ay aa _ HBR 5A25 ovary 9601 

Foss, DUKES prec fried egg, omelette 0769 











THAT) A stylized depiction of two ova. ex Jf) 1136 



















OPERA tov» dispersal, evacuation 0450 
1H4R% »% depopulation 046d 


' SCATTERED 
2 ESTRANGED 


5et. estranged, distant 
2BRE 5c neglect, estrange 


















¥ 
eC) 9e(0) 





AWWA) Back at HE 0572 we saw the grapheme ZE, but IE here is not quite like that, or 1E, or JE, 

so we'll give it a unique interpretation, See it as a woman reaching out her arms ($2) to hand 
back a bundle (32) of flowers to a man who seeks her affection. The image depicts ESTRANGE- 
MENT. Link this with M2 SCATTERED via the idea of pushing away. 





FABRIS AwSE<IC swiltly, rapidly, promptly 0971 
(LE au.e< high speed; rapid (local) train 0331 


OR MGA RE =52<e34 expressway, frewway 
ed ee ee 0105, 0158, 0788 








‘yz 
1 (W9) ER tee (a) be (ES) 
TARA) 


OPP AIS FaPaic quickly, immediately 


TWAS | Visualize this as a truck (i_) transporting bundles ( iff, i.e., bouquets) of flowers, and think 
about how QUICKLY it must travel for the bouquets to arrive fresh. «= 3th 1146 








7 4 SLOW OPRAH HLeBt beslow-footed 0044 
~ 2 LATE Oy # bbe< late arrival 0938 
" 23EEER #t5eh bornafter April] (schoo 





| 
age group cutoff date) 0036 
OVENS ove<nsd miss(atrain). 1005 


Ff 
BO(MS) BU(OF) BEW) aes 
(BLESS nAvea<st defer one’s reply 
0378, 6000 





“1144 | By contrast with the previous entry, the sheep (°F) truck (i_) moves SLOWLY, since the 

# 162| sheep are transported “on the hoof” (F* is an enclosure the trucker uses to keep them from 
‘ jumping off the truck bed). Imagine looking over at this SLOW-moving truck as you pass iton 
» the highway. e= 3 1475 


2700. 
#112 








CROSSROAD itlG meat street stall 0347 


’ 2 
. itt 2ce5 roadside shrine 0920 
J x 
~~ SCF 2uM Tsujino surname] 0534 
or | XEAS muse Tsujimoto [sumame] 0031 


| -——; 


W145 | Suggests a truck (i_) arriving at a CROSSROAD (+1), The head character shows the form 
#@ 162) i_, which appears in kanji that have not been officially simplified to =_ (mainly kanji that 
x are not on the Joyo list, but also a few belatedly added to it, such as #6 2060). It is always 
+L acceptable to replace i_ with i. 





OBR ee CASA swift, rapid 


1946 | Recall } |, wind (from JB 0425), here abbreviated to a single stroke. This character suggests 
# 162| flying tike the wind through a crossroad (t), and means SWIFT, © ji, 1637, EE 1143 


Opni# m3 [math] addition 0139 
OmlaS <pas add 
ML w25 processing, manufacturing . 0108 
MIBB #eeve assailant, assaulter 0413, 0107 


KEVISHIAS Hoe c<phs take partina 
gathering 0190 


V147 ) Think of starting with [1 mouth (suggesting a person's voice or influence?) and then ADD- 
ING 7) as a reinforcement (joining its strength to that of C1), 











DECREASE, subtract OE wats [math] subtraction ..._0139 
OMS Aw [vi] decrease, lessen 
OMLTTS WALLITS decrease, reduce, lessen 
fl —— = 0677 
aty Hi mA addition and subtraction; degree, 
(4) ~(64F) extent; adjustment, 2.0... ee 1147 
BRBEMStT Lstbenst cutdownon 
(one’s) meals 0289, 0080 





“W148 | Review !3% 0327. The present entry suggests how the mouth-piercing guided spear (FB) 
7K 85 | DECREASES the amount of water(¥) in the mouth. Note that Ja is obsolete by itself. 
| wae JR 1149 


0548 
B12 














EXTINGUISH, destroy | wees iFxwOTS destroy, exterminate... 1026 
O4>8 4¢42072 annihilation, total destruction 
0078 


RFS cAH tS [oflight] go on and off, 
i sink Oe a 0349 
THT AUTIXHALS dying race 

(Z4(US) (12403) (24CTT) “o055, 0477-0568 
OMe ITT cxelesizt destroy the enemy 
es Me Nd sos: Cente Paes iia ae 1122 


1749| suggests a flaming (X) guided spear (13) being EXTINGUISHED as it falls into water(¥). A 
2K 85 | visual shortcut is to focus on 2K, which suggests putting something on a flame to EXTINGUISH 
it. No other kanji in this course has the reading 2°/. ee me 1148 





































TRA ule< power, might, authority 0084 
Oem Av authority, power 1130 
‘RE UGA solemn dignity 0810 
1 VE wx dignity, dignified manner 0928 
2 BMF ua> coercion 0106 


' MIGHT, power; majesty 
2 THREATEN BY FORCE 











l 1150 | As we did back at 1X 0327, see the short horizontal stroke ($3 here) as a miniature represen- 
#r 38 | tation of the guided spear. Here it is held above a woman (22)'s head as a THREATENING 
~| display of MIGHT. The most important compound using M2 appears in the next entry. 








INTIMIDATE Op mET 4S ucts intimidate, threaten. 1150 








A CERTAIN On ZA #eve acertain person, someone 0015 


BEAR wate toacertain extent 
0568, 0280 


L : Opus sue perhaps; or 
oF RUULEIMELMAW HBUMTIPSELHSU 
b(S) HSM) It may be so 
SAR ISHAA en5ue0eHs today or 
tomorrow 0228, 0001, 0024 

1152 | Now we return to the ordinary spear (22), without the optional “guide” of JX. Again see the 
+x 42 | short cross stroke ($5 here) as a depiction of the spear. Unguided, it “misses” its proper posi- 

| tion above the mouth (see /8% 0327). This kanji’s meaning is too abstract to be visualized, so 

you might simply remember the phrase “A CERTAIN misguided spear.’ «= PX 1153 





























‘=~ BEWILDERED, led astray PRAL p<5A. bewilderment, confusion . 0380 
’ ORE pceuy planet 0755 
: 245& £5h< perplexity, confusion. 0141 
Wz ORS4 £&3 be bewildered 
1 "wf 42. <i, 
y Y ae) FRR exev loss of orientation, bewilder- 
ment 0248 


1153 Combining “a certain misguided spear” (BX) from the previous entry with -(} to indicate a 


it» 61 | person’s mental state, we obtain BEWILDERED/led astray. «= J8% 0327, BY 1152 














WAM wasua within the area 0215 
OM 6.2% region, area 0187 
ER bR <u zone, area; limits 0297 
th 47Auv% the whole area, entire region 0078 
HER tere holy/sacred pieces sarktualy 





| Recall that + can refer to a physical location or place. Here it refers to an entire area: like a 
misdirected golf ball that lands in the next fairway, “a certain misguided spear” (BX) flies into 
the next district/BOUNDED AREA. The on reading 4 + is unique in this course. oa 38 1298 


“E32 


TAKE IN, gain, seize MATS Lesk5tS accommodate, receive 
(guests). 1037 


MEFS Lwse<TS take possession of ..0387 
= OWL Lesiced income, earnings, receipts 0039 
BSS) Bx(ES) WS Lest earnings and expenditures. 0973 
OPA ILS LasivesseeS win, gaina 
: victory 0460, 0412 
1155 | Visualize as a hand (XX) holding out an offering receptacle ($1-2) to TAKE IN contributions to 
% 29*| a collection. 








' " PAY Oph m5Icw> payment; delivery 0039 
2 ACCEPT ‘S}44 A095 payment/delivery in installments 
1k 3PUT IN PLACE 0088 
2ST S OSteFS accept, receive 0065 
< D2 ty FRY by : ales ; 
y BX(S) -Bx(S) HX(EB) WZ L305 storing; harvesting; receipt 1155 
OM MIMS zacicwaws storeina 
warehouse 0696, 0694 








1156 | The core idea to perceive here is PUT IN PLACE: visualize the top of $9 as a thread (#) pro- 

§& 120| truding from a box (S7-8), then picture pulling or pushing it inside the box so that it is PUT 
IN PLACE. Pulling it inside from the bottom (toward oneself) represents M2 ACCEPT; pushing 
it inside from the top (away from oneself) represents M1 PAY. 




















, . OFFER, donate MRA WALA. self-sacrifice, devotion 0060 

\ \ ALE. WAT presentation 0587 
. RR4Et 4% WAeATS donate money. .0029 
‘ Wy ay ORI trAid-> blood donation 0198 

AAW. ZAZT menu, preparations 0067 











ORM S c234AFS contributeto,serve 1157 
SEH Ae landtax,.... 0117 


OB #2¢ support, contribute (financially or 
+ materially) 


EX a7 tribute 
Hx #0%40 tribute 0172 











7158) TRIBUTE delivered to support the lord’s construction (.) projects. Visualize money (R) 
FA 154 bearing a heavy / beam (_L.), representing the idea of supporting the construction projects 
financially. «= Fl 0156 


Om this vaddw greedy 
OBZ wxzFS covet, crave 
B49 wateu<s devour 

















O}F5 #55 receive; get (someone) to do 
(something) 


Hi27HS BLATHS5 get (someone) to 
teach you (something). 0632 


Hye 4o00e receiver, recipient . 
Hey ene (received) gift 























POOR #278 UAt3 unhealthy-looking, scrawny 0682 


1 2 
A a Bil vaio anemia 0198 
OBR usu the poor. 0477 
: ty ey —— IGE VALS<% poor, meager, scanty. 0424 
Meo EF (LV) OLA £F'Le» poor, destitute 


1161 | Money (A) divided (>) among many household members: POOR. The most useful on-yomi 
Hi 154] compounds appear at F&] 1723 and & 1758. 











1822 


iil 

















"WAGES 
2 CHARGES 


‘3 256A. wages, pay 0542 
“Se SAYA wages, pay 0029 
‘Ei saat wage increase 0041 
OH ea (house)rent..... 0219 
238% 545A passenger fare, Heaters 




















Fy 















1162! Review ff 0372. The present entry refers to the money (1) received as payment for carrying 
JA 154| out one’s duties (HE): WAGES/CHARGES. «3 4 1163 





OW fF BAKU lease, hiring out, charter. .1162 
FF zw loan, lending 0858 
OfF-¢ HT lend, loan; rent out 


RLYLA #ue L503 for rent: outonloan 
0038, 0635 


ELE #Llo roomforrent 0253 


LEND, loan; rent aut 





















BA 
ACH) A(L)- HL- 








1163 | Review 4% 0071. In renting, an owner charges ({t) money (A) in exchange for LENDING 
Fi 154| property. os £ 1162, 17 1164 





2 AIG veomTA departmentstore 





' ) "MONEY, currency ‘GEE 23m coin, metallic currency 0891 
4A 2GOODS; freight Os 23% currency 0159 


5 0016, 0347 
®t) »&-> freight, cargo, goods 0172 
> 2 fH we freight car 0125 








1164 | The idea expressed here is money (AL)'s function as a medium of exchange—it can be 
i 154| exchanged for (i.e., “changed into” 16) anything, In this way £f can signi woth MONEY and 
~~ | GOODS. Note that all kanji incorporating 1E have the on reading 7, «= 4¥ 1163 


275” 
(11 








RESOURCES, capital OR LivA resources 0209 


‘Aa Lea. funds, capital 0029 
‘A UaA. funds, capital 0031 
ly a 42% &5U investment 0517 
+ Led materials, data _.. 0750 

















1165 | Review %K 0278 NEXT. Here we see money (JA) applied toward the next thing, expressing the 
idea of RESOURCES/capital producing future wealth. 





' APPROVE OF OFA <Atu. approval, agreement, support 
? PRAISE ie 





1 $50) sAts backing, support, approval 0642 
2 #8352 44U praise, admiration... 0497 








Here signifies man laborer(see 0565). Observe money { FA) being given to a pair of man 
laborers to PRAISE them for their hard work, war @ 1167 


REPLACE, substitute for AGRE fvrf-v» substitution 0071 
Oze#& =571% alternation, shift, change. 0102 
O#82 Z waS replace, change to something new 

v4 (RB) ij 6)254°2 exchange ofmoney........ 0177 

A{A)- wCbS) DD sbS be replaced, change places with 





v 


Distinguishing from the previous entry, qo here suggests “day laborers'—laborers who are 
REPLACED from one day to the next. The two laborers are identical, so one could easily 
REPLACE the other, wa #2 1166 


, | SUBMERGE ORK eater diving 0027 

; EK 2LURK OWA t¢% submerge; getin 

~ 28 X Atco infiltration 0039 
2372 wAxuo latent, potential 0406 


F u ty 
: qa VED) tC (A) @#8¢; ote lurk, lie concealed; be latent 




















TWH) “Replace” (4%, i.e., displace) water( 7 }: SUBMERGE. 
K 85 

eR 
= 


0680 | 
#6 (15 




















OWS 5a trade, commerce 0443 


RAH w52eeuLe trading firm 
0443, 0226, 0314 


—~ —- BARB 52245 trade wind 0443, 0425 


WRABEY FY — epvigsaxeysy— World 
Trade Center 0604, 0612, 0443 














At the top of this character we find a hook (S1-3) and sword (54-5), here being TRADED in for 
cold cash (FA). Back at 5% 0443 | asked you to wait until this entry to learn that character's 
second meaning EXCHANGE; now try to learn that meaning as you study the sample com- 
pounds, 





"KEEP IN PLACE ‘$4 =54e3 penal detention 1070 
2 STAY: reside ‘HIG £<495 detainment, detention, arrest ; 
119 


i — HWS &woS keep in place, fasten 

a (3) 

£(DS) -L (DS) -K (ad) L(eR) | MATS vwsa<ys studyabroad 0099 
Bete)" 7 RIMES waceeses stayhome 0219 


1970 | Here visualize the hook (S1-3) and sword (S4-5) slotting themselves into sections of this rice 
H1 102| field (EA) with the objective of KEEPING themselves IN PLACE. Picture them digging them- 
selves in for a long STAY. 


ACCUMULATE ORI ve5405 distillation 0960 
OWES *&B [vil accumulate, heap up 


OFeR OS xk collect stamps 
0086, 0046 
Yay 


: REEWOD ©eAeKHS let the rent fall 
KES) 1 (wd) into arrears 0219, 1162 


HHH Atv reservoir, pond 0188 


WM | water (¥) staying in place (FZ): ACCUMULATE. 





a, eee CONGRATULATE OPK wed greeting card 0616 
) Fa ERK Asus New Year's greeting card 
0117, 0616 





7 VE #Lad New Year's congratulations. 0043 


i} ™ 


WIZ) Adding (in) money (A): think of a financial gift made to CONGRATULATE a person or couple 
A 154] On an auspicious occasion. 











2253 | 
(12 +33 




















| LAY ACROSS Ogda"+% weots construct, erect, install 0520 
Aire m»<50) overhead, aerial; fictitious 0398 


7 
y q \ AR 4m easel 0176 
a F342 vwsea cross, crucifix 0005, 0098 
(iS) AHS) ORRMEMIIS TABAEHUS lay awire 


0155, 0210 











Refers to LAYING a bridge or wire ACROSS the space between two sides of something, such 
as a river (see Halpern). It can also refer to other flat, spanning forms such as a shelf ora 
stretcher. To perceive these meanings, visualize $6 as LAID ACROSS the top of the tree (like a 
bridge or wire), holding up 7J and [A (tike a shelf). 















OAS Lass soak into, permeate 
HACHuES <4<tkS bedyedblack 0535 
753% sea pollution, contamination .... 1050 

ORY mAA infection 0327 


fee CA+AU'ED infectious disease 
0223, 0617 


DYE, stain; infect 


ey 
Z(S) -F() -BH £(ES) 
L(AS) (AS) L(A) 


1174 | Let this suggest a liquid {7 ) DYE derived from a certain tree (AX). Nine (JL) suggests soaking 
repeatedly so as to fix the DYE. 


























: HAE wy» pear blossoms 0121 

2 7 le we pome 0599 
OM MZ LMA pear 0499 

—_ a 0037 


¥ ye Ua -pk%eL Yamanashi (prefecture) 
eL 








This tree ( as ) offers up profit (#]) in the form of delicious PEARS. You'll most often see this in 
oe place name L142 (>? £2 L), a prefecture to the north of Mt. Fuji. The on-yomi follows 
W(). 






' D PERSON OF EXCELLENCE BE iyo8i> great man, outstanding figure 
0172 


Cf Uxito heroine, lady of character. 0093 


1 
Sef- 
" _ — OBE(E (4ox< masterpiece, magnum opus; 
at. ay blunder 0152 


PELL TS oLeoFS excel, stand out 0038 
BEX. UA. outstanding person 0015 
1176 St normally means dance (see #€ 0961), but here we'll see it as data occupying adjacent cells 


A.9 | inan EXCEL spreadsheet, framed by $10 and S11. Picture the man (4 ) EXCELLING at EXCEL, 
neatly lining up the data into an organized spreadsheet (2), ex 4 1440 














4s. 
13S 
(13 














: "NOBLE; precious OPS £565 (hoes value highly 











? YOUR HONORABLE VOGT E5euI —hoeVW M4) precious 

5 life 0232 
= —= "40K *2< nobility, noble 0568 

Kok(y) E9E() Hoke (3) OF RS 462.5% precious, valuable 0539 

UN 55k) 2b Le your company 0314 












W177 | Review & 0318 and © 0838. in the middle (+) of the shell (F1) lies something precious 
F 154) and NOBLE (a pearl). Visualize S5 as a formal tray on which we place the precious object 

| obtained from the middle of the shell. M2 reflects this character's use in certain honorific 
phrases. «@ Fe 0831 







CRUSH, break WATS s..w0FS be destroyed, be 
annihilated... 


fAi e540 collapse, destruction, crumbling 







AA ~ |} >atr crush, smash; butcher, kill: ruin, wreck 
‘ Q I3(F) DGS) APCS trAtoast killtime.. 0383, 0448 







WLS 313 be crushed, break: be worn 
down; be ruined 






——=1-— 


1178 Depicts the instant we CRUSH the shell to obtain its precious (#4) contents, when water (¥) 
XK 85 | comes spattering out. «= i 0834 



















OBE wad inheritance, bequest, heritage 0181 
IK w2< bereaved family 0568 
1K uveus remains, body, corpse 0062 

OME wrx will, testament 0051 


fitlfie =5v‘L23 sequela, aftereffect (ofa 
GISCAGE) 2s Sowers ccc RR 0114, 0618 

















1179 Conveying (3_) precious (Et) things forward to future generations: LEAVE BEHIND/bequeath. 
€ 162| oar Hit 1180 










ae ‘DISPATCH, envoy Ossi SAA detachment, detail 0088 
~ 7USE ‘HTS LAGATS sendahead 0134 


1 ¢ ‘bs bs dispatch, send 
ay @385 3 use, spend 

" 209) ~Dar(ur) (av) 7 Dit\> 224-30» consideration, anxiety 
2a (DF) 0056 














important allied power. Associate M1 DISPATCH with M2 USE via the idea of putting some- 


. 


thing to use. sa 48f 1179, 36 1181 















| CHASE, follow ORFS seedtS pursue 1097 

WHT S ra5TS banish, purge, exile 0574 

3BU0 vw addition, appendix, supplement 
1147 


oy enemies ro So Mean 
O: > a 
B(5) 329 #9 chase, pursue, follow 


WAT Hutt outrun, pass, overtake 1112 

























OMFS woes drawnear, press; become 
acute, grow tense ...0..... eee. 0086 


WAIH ¥451¢¢ coercion, compulsion 0423 
FEIATA Hr1£< 4S press, oppress, pressure 
0186 





3H jg<au. persecution, oppression, 0413 
OWS #sS press, urge; draw near 
















STAY OVERNIGHT Wi Lacie lodging 0292 
HbA #uMa< staying out overnight,.......0266 

O— JF) uoit< overnight/one-nightstay 0002 

Oi#S ees stay overnight, lodge, stay at 


KAZIADAS! wWavAeeHs puta friend up 
for the night 0399, 0015 













INF 
&(ES) EDS) 














1183 | This character was originally used to refer to an anchorage, “white (A) water (7 )” indicating — 
the place where the surf breaks upon land. This is the place one can moor one ’s ship and 
STAY OVERNIGHT, 


' 1OLDER SIBLING OF PARENT ——_ Osei4e BU (=H8<.3) uncle (olderthan one’s 


2 COUNT, earl parent) (cf #R 2043) 0. ee 0100 
TARE ase (=it<tz) aunt (olderthan one’s 


‘ = saentich DONG Mc «tne talsalaaaoces 0104 
ING bi 


gel 2A EA #aueit< Count Maejima...0113, 0341 


1184 | Here we see a man {4 ) with a completely white (A) head of hair, conveying the general 
A.9 | sense of “senior figure” Used in compounds referring to an OLDER SIBLING OF ONE'S PARENT, 
or to a COUNT or earl, «= #2 2043 








“0043 














2 BEAT, rhythm OF4F 1a<Lw applause, clapping : 0046 





; FAH ig<ue spur, rowel spur. 0125 
‘ 48H) 1t<&3 pulsation, pulsebeat 0540 

) AZ bay OfAF vs3L time, beat, rhythm; chance, the 
moment : . DO 


SHA xaucssc simpletriple time. 0004, 0094 








Ignore A white; instead, visualize FH as a drum, and S4 as the motion of the hand (#) strik- 
ing it: BEAT. 





CONDOLE; mourn “3% 4234 condolence, mourning 0151 
Om A 2584 condolence call 0452 
O85 e453 condole; mourn 


Fay Oe | 
£06 (3) 


() crying a cataract of tears ($4): CONDOLE/mourn. 





BOIL (over) OA OTA boiling point 0349 
O%¥6< p< [vil boil (over), seethe, be excited 
as pws [vel boil, make hot, stimulate 
39 WikAL ®b»L kettle, waterheater.. 0446 
b(<) bit) 


BOIL, cook Oi Lede> boiling. 1187 
ORS 1% [vt] boil, cook 
IAC tezt boil well; stew, cook together 
. 0192 





vr . _ iehiae 
I(B) AL (RB) KH) AAS t2as [vi] boil, be cooked 


Het trey [vt] boil down 














SPEND OATEE evmow living expenses, cost of living 
0036, 





6, 0054 
PREY tavt (gas) mileage 0761 
fe eA wks expenses, outlay 0087 
oe) ‘ 
DV(@F) (23) He TF sed expend, consume; waste 


BAA owas be wasted 











154) 














YOUNGER BROTHER #25 #7. younger brother-in-law... 0926 
25 Tt disciple, pupil, apprentice 00% 
PAaS BAT pupil, disciple 0447 
fie uc» master and pupil 0748 


OBxA #e3ESA your younger brother 


1190 | Two brothers sometimes like to spike their hair. Here we see the YOUNGER BROTHER, the 
= 57 | crybaby (from ‘ 1186) who carries around a toy halberd (57, from A’ 0164). S1-2 show his 
spiked hair. Eventually, you should learn to recognize this character simply by the presence of 
the spiked hair, which distinguishes it from the next entry. = 1191 






















Os — xv the first, No. 1; the best; to begi 





ORDINAL NUMBER PREFIX; order n 
with, above everything else 0002 
w= 3% eWAALS third party 0004, 0107 


° —— | BARI uSoaa. the sixth sense, intuition 
yA 0008, 0327 

es Lew order: circumstances, reasons; as 

soon as ; ae 027 
JEXETA |<Kuss failan examination, 0793 


1191 | Your main challenge in recognizing this kanji and the previous one will be to have a reliable 
way of associating the variable element with the meaning. Here, then, simply learn to associ- 
ate ** (bamboo for counting) with this kanji’s function as the ORDINAL NUMBER PREFIX. 
Take a few moments to practice distinguishing these two, os = 1190 





SHAVE O~|S £3 (=F) shave 
BIL C EWAT (=teT) freshly shaven 
0067 





= 4+ PYVAS tuset etuwed shave off 0793 
de A) warty razor 0085 
#(S) FS) 








“1192 | Little brother (24) using a knife ( |] ) to SHAVE off the spikes in his hair. 
FJ 18 


> BSE 








OLDER BROTHER Oba xeseeus (citurtuy brothers (and sisters) 
1190 


Chey stty. one’s father and older brothers; 

; ee =! guardians 0700 
7A a7 #5 xu older brother-in-law 0926 
dic OFLXA {cure olderbrother 


5L¥t #ic% olderbrother: one’ssenior 1177 


1193 | Now we meet the OLDER BROTHER, who has gotten rid of his spikes for this portrait (see 55 
JL 10 | 1190). To distinguish this from the next entry, remember that OLDER BROTHER has Auman 
legs (JL). we A194 





‘FREE OF CHARGE "AREY tefl) freeride 1005 

2 JUST, only; ordinary Tf tzeecrse working fornothing. ...0541 
@AS fteuve just now; at present, presently; 

— I'm home! 0228 

¥ 27HO A. kOe common person, man inthe 

Pept pops. street 0015 

PAR CILOW AECETHSW Itisno common 

case 0080 





t| Picture a “zero” {0) walking around on a pair of stubby legs (7%). The meanings this character 
expresses range from “costs nothing” (FREE OF CHARGE) to “nothing more than/no different 
than” UST/only) to “nothing special” (ordinary), e bi 1193 


ORL vueA. tax, duty; rates 0029 
BAA #uvza& taxincuded 0192 
PPBL Use<#ur income tax 0249, 0367 


DMMB, sober. value-added tax 
0064, 1147, 0548, 0842 


PLEO SD wuressns payatax 1156 


Here again we have older brother this time with spiked hair (524). This character suggests 
paying one’s rice {#) to Big Brother: TAX. 





SHARP Os 4 Run< acute angle 0342 
FRE AAV radical; acute, sharp. 0134 
Shi % zvz sharp, keen; acute, sharp, clever 

0412 


a 


+BE(U) AAS turavr best/pick, choice 0976 


OM FAI geeud47 sharp knife 











1196 | Clearly depicts SHARP: starts with # to suggest something metal, then gives us an older 
# 167| brother with two SHARP pointy spikes on his head. It is useful to practice this character 

together with Si 1102 DULL, using the compounds #8 $9 (2.4.2»<, acute angle) and $444 
art (“A-”»<, obtuse angle) to learn their on-yomi. e@ GE 1563 


A544 


we |15 














‘EXPLAIN; preach SHH +->abu' explanation, description 0024 
? THEORY, view TRE to%49 preaching; scolding 0632 


™ w t 4 
' \ @3 noe : 
— Bi< &< explain; preach; persuade 
‘— DT ey 4 24K mt-> hypothesis 0921 
Vv eS) 2BMAWTH LVEKTS put Forward a 
0067 


1197 | Older brother (JL, here with spiked hair) always seems to have a THEORY, a way to EXPLAIN 
Bi 149) just about anything. In # see the various THEORIES and EXPLANATIONS emanating from his 


=, | mouth. 
wt 
1405 
14 







































"REMOVE 


aS Vi 2 ESCAPE FROM 


ay 
wa(d) wai) 


THRET S iaceots strip (off), deprive 0609 

ORL HES < em: take off one’s shoes 0593 

‘iA #285 hair removal; falling out of hair 
= 0407 






Qs fore. withdrawal, secession 1091 
2B, ov tax evasion 1195 








8 This character seems to refer to the way older brothers always walk around with their shirts 
off, flaunting their muscles: older brothers with spiked hair ( 52.) REMOVE their clothing to 
expose their flesh (JJ). M2 is a cognate meaning. 











REVIEW, inspect 





OeRP] (A272 censorship; inspection, review 
1029 


BEfH] =5a> revision, reviewing, editing. 0103 
BILE 20-0) inspection of troops 0907 
#4718] #Aa72 inspection of troops 1128 

















Older brother with spiked hair 34) at the gate (Fl) to the clubhouse, REVIEWING all little 
brothers in a rigorous inspection before they will be allowed to enter. 


‘. CELEBRATE, congratulate A Le<a celebration; congratulation. 1172 


< OF Us<t> holiday, festival day, 0001 
LB Lw>% celebration; congratulatory gift; tip 
ee 0928 





vay yao 
ip) = ALB Lo<tox¥e3 Congratulations, 
2 graduates! 0751, 0498 


Oflu» ues celebration; congratulation 








WT) older brother (42) standing at an altar(%), representing his family in marking a happy occa- 
7 119) sion and thanking God for it: CELEBRATE. 





— 


mL 


#9 














CONDITIONS, state of affairs OFRDL vad%e5. state of affairs, conditions, 


circumstances 0616 

WRU #A%s3 war situation, progress of a battle 

—=——— 0461 

#39 thik, L&£3 market conditions 0205 
KF i 23%45 brisk market, prosperity... 0095 


A SED depression, Slump, recession 0049 











People « often refer to their present personal or financial CONDITIONS using phrases like 
ra 2 “under water” or “keeping my head above water” Here let the level of water( ¥) around older 
~ | brother('n4) suggest his current CONDITIONS or state of affairs, 


OPLIE 225¢ pleasure, joy 0302 
WPL £427 great joy, rapture 0179 
ith. 27> joy 0947 
Zhi 1254-2 religious exultation; ecstasy 0139 


OVERCOME Pat 2<G23. the junior dominating/ 
supplanting the senior 0040, 0041 


MoT S £52<F4 struggle with each athe 
conflict. 068 


Ov cox self-denial, self-control 
564A =<ae. scrupulousness, diligence .. 0024 





Imagine that you have OVERCOME your dominant ofder brother (5U) by stabbing a dagger 
ol A into the top of his head. The most useful compound containing this character appears 
1471. 


fj . 7 COMPETE Ose TS #454945 compete, contend, vie 
2 0140 
P MR WuWA bicycle race Ohh 
ws ‘— > BAFX *23x match, contest, 
game; sporting 
ee: a9 74 event 0966 
$9) 24) OM #45 compete with, vie 


RS #3 make a bid for 






































-| OLDER SISTER 





Sh LoL one’s true (older) sister 0499 
2Etti XL older sister-in-law 0926 
A>tili nuu your older sister 0229 
tii. #54 older sister 0041 

Offi A asa older sister; waitress, girl; miss 




























YOUNGER SISTER Ont Las (ee237euy) sisters 1205 
Het eu younger sister-in-law 0926 
Bt corse younger brothers and sisters... 1190 


EX A WOSesA youryounger sister 











PRE Loewvs< jewel, gem 0073 
OBER LAU pearl 0838 

FRE. Leta calculation onthe abacus. 0960 
HER ves Buddhist rosary 0309 





07 Review AE 0566. Here see a gem(¥) resting upon the vermilion (48) tissue of a mollusk’s 
mantle—a PEARL. 












SPECIAL ORBEA &<Uet special, unique 0305 
PER Lelsde laudable, praiseworthy. 0460 
OFkt2 zeic especially, above all 


Ye HS Zexsic especially; intentionally, 
(leliberately....0 0.02.00. 0889 



















For funerary rites, people favor SPECIAL articles and ornamentation. Here let “death (77) 
+ vermilion (48)" suggest a SPECIAL vermilion shroud in which to bury a deceased person. 
Note that both of these kanji incorporating 4 in the phonetic position follow its on read- 
ing, 72 











‘INTRODUCTORY PART, beginning Ore3i uxt introduction 1197 


. 2 ORDER, sequence ‘FR il Cata< prelude, overture 0503 
5 1 AF tes author's preface 0081 

7 Vg Oo [FFI vane rank, grade, order 0718 

2 FR UR Ce’ order, sequence 0278 








Review ~¥* 0163. Let slanting roof(J~) + in advance (>) suggest the front of a building, the | 


y- 53 | part one enters first: INTRODUCTORY PART/beginning. This easily suggests M2, because an 
ORDER/sequence always starts from the beginning. 


2639 


OFF 2c order, discipline; method, system 
BNE? 120 


1210 Represents the ORDER obtained through the social contract: citizens lose (E) some rice 
#115) bundles (#) (i.e. taxes) in exchange for law and ORDER. 


OBUETS 23c>F% reshullle, change [as of 
government officiais}, exchange places. ... 0889 


1217 | Combines one grapheme for advancing (3_) and another for losing (J) ground. One step 
% 162| forward, one step back, one step forward, one step back ...: ALTERNATE, ea #8 0455 





. HAPPY OBL 24> delight, rapture, joy 1202 
a nt WETS PAseS rejoice, be greatly 
COU NEC oso opps dee cha ee RE 1131 
a me a OBS cara be happy, be delighted 
TACO) BeSED) KEBU BEAST greatjoy, delight. 0039 
7 MEBs weekaciet make one’s 
parents happy 0276 





AW22Z) FF, not to be confused with |. 0161, means drum. Picture it as a large drum standing on its 
[1 30 | side: S4~6 show the drum skin, while <E military man represents a drummer standing atop 
+ the drum (in certain Japanese festivals, there ay are drums so big that people stand on 
them). Combining drum with mouth (S10-12), # suggests music and singing, and means 
tt HAPPY. 

















BB vANsse good, virtuous 0285 
3% Av good intention; favorable sense 
0151 


—|OR HE w.tZA improvement, amelioration 0429 
RELHE wAcaé< good and evil 0546 
ORFW4T UY kurgsceur good deed 0055 





Look at this character's traditional form, provided in the reference data section of this entry. 
See the present-day simplified form as an “improved” form that consolidates the two a 
graphemes. In this consolidation and improvement, this character symbolizes GOOD. 

ew “HF 0413, % 1085 


Off <5 mend, repair 
fH. ><4u. mending, darning 


1216) thread (;£) making something good (3) again: MEND. An on-yomi compound appears at ie 
#- 120| 1676. Note that both characters incorporating =F follow its on-yomi, 7 v. 


SMALL FOOD TABLE, tray O/H av low four-legged tray for serving food 
BRWCHTS SEAKTETS settle table, 

prepare for Stl 0067 

RCHES S tuvATS set(a place at) the table 

0799 


=O] tomes second course; side dish 


STRONGLY REGRET OME vpAt regrettable 











1216 | Adds another heart (‘t) to sense/feel (8%), Let this suggest an even more strongly felt emo- 
tion: STRONGLY REGRET. This would be a good time to review not only 1& 0327 but also 


| 1153, sar JR 0327 





HOLD A GRUDGE, resent OFB4R ZAZA grudge, enmity 
1B wa grudge, rancor, ill will 1179 
SBIR tvsstza sensibility....0267,0973 


ORD 356 holda grudge, feel resentment 
[cf. 28 0728] 


1B LL 55%Lt. resentful, reproachful 

















| Here 2 stop/limit represents the idea of holding back one’s heart(‘t), the feeling of reluc- 
tance and resentment toward a person against whom one HOLDS A GRUDGE. 


REGRET; begrudge, be sparing of TEI ee parting regrets 

OfFB teaitur regrettable defeat 

OLY UL regrettable; precious, valuable 
ee t#LO se begrudge, be sparing of; value; 
B(LY) BILD) seoret 


RRZHLO taatsut valuetime 
0383, 0448 











B| Review ¢ 0359 (as a grapheme in other characters, we may refer to #7 as either former 
times or old). The present entry suggests the pain in one’s heart(t) for things done in former 
_ times: REGRET. 


DISPOSE (of), manage fHET S FTUTS suppose, assume 
Of 25 measure, step, action 




















7 Visualize + hand dealing with something that’s old (7) and in need of some rearrangement: 
DISPOSE (of). «= 42 1072, 48 1220 





BORROW, rent Off %Z LeokAtS borrow money, run into 
0029 


7 $F ULe<® house forrent, rented house...0219 
EMR £-‘Le< lending and borrowing, loan 
1163 








yYr7 
(YB) BTS bALe<F2 hire, lease 1162 
OFF) #4 borrow, geta loan; hire, rent 











i Have you ever known a man who never bought his own new things, but always borrowed other 
people's old things? Picture that man (4 ) here, standing beside all of his old (7) BORROWED 


stuff. Do not confuse with fé 0833, which is both graphically and semantically similar. 
c& fi 0833, 48 1219 








MIXED UP AGEL 72 Z5x<Lt entangled, complicated 
102 





$844 xon< alternate interior angles 
$8GL %<54 derangement, confusion 
$8 £52< perversion, inversion 


lron rusts when it combines with oxygen. Think of metals (€) reacting chemically as they get 
old (#), thereby getting MIXED UP with other substances. 














BEFORE, formerly PTH £545 (<UU UL) great-grandfather 
0641, 0100 


PSHE Z5%1F (<UMs) great-grandmother 
0641, 0104 


BR t5tA (-UKZ) great-grandchild ....1079 
KSA #5 unprecedented 0271, 0400 














When used inside other kanji, $4 will mean build up: see how its layers build up from H 
through HH, with ” pointing still further up. On the infrequent occasions when it is used 
as a stand-alone kanji, its core meaning is BEFORE, which we can associate with the layers of 
accumulated experience that came BEFORE. Learn to recognize the old form #. 


INCREASE SEI S Z5"FS increase, multiply, rise 1147 
HEIR ZSITA increase and decrease, rise and fall 


O34 49525 sudden/rapid increase......0971 
v9 OBAMAS 45HH2S increase in aduantly 
E(H) E(L) 3(KS) BVH) 938 








AFLBOT octeset addstaff 
0015, 0046 





Apile of earth (£) building up ('23): INCREASE. «© 3 0841 





STRATUM BUS #u-e5tta stratosphere .....0070, 0459 
O¢+ IB Lewes stratum of society 0314, 0226 


SURI &U*Z5 the intellectual class 
0560, 1089 


ORME 25450 high-rise (building)... 0185 


—}§ 5 allthe more, still more........0002 


fee An easy shortcut to recognizing this character is to visualize the rectangular layer at the top as 
the highest STRATUM, toward which the horizontal layers in '& FS build up. From a certain ideo- 
logical viewpoint, the shape of F is suggestive of society's upper crust in the way it encloses 
and appears to keep a lid on the lower strata. 


























OS%% 5% abhorrence, hatred 


WENO i<en<s offensive [abusive] 
language 


WEtof i<#hoz bad [naughty] child 0094 





v9 





2B) 0) (BLY) ARTE suck tara a So UT 
<< (LA) 














‘es > BONZE, priest f8GR Z5Ux< priesthood... 1087 
‘’ Of4B% %5u.4 monastery, temple ........... 0634 

\ = | M8 =#5_ priestling: servant boy; kid, brat 0034 

: BEBAB 144.5 sinful priest, depraved monk 


Bo VAT] 
kien Lon dscacn, srs t ag eh a tasdtnh tee Ah, 0596, 0469 
PAH 4A%5 Zen priest/monk.............. 1076 


| A man(A ) building up (3) his moral self-discipline and good karma: BONZE. 














PRESENT A GIFT 





SYS 2ST presentation... 0587 
Win 5c50A present, gift ......0981, 0301 
Of-5- 254 donation, presentation. ........ 0858 
OF) Py) s<uWGM present, gift ............... 0172 
HELHES iaeea<s give flowers .......... 0121 








Money () building up (#3) on a table at which gifts are offered at a ceremony: PRESENT A 
Fl 154| GIFT. os 0444 








O'RBE UeStu acceptance ofa bribe, corruption 


WEG S S e5bv-dS bribe, corrupt.......1227 


HEU ~&5Le30» corruption, bribery 
tetas At eater aus cehtcad aie nae thend dates Ae 1227, 1155 


ORR sma5 provide meals/board, cater; meet, 
cover, pay 




















ae “There is (43) money (8)’—memorize this as a phrase used by the unscrupulous as an 


[1 154) indirect way of offering a BRIBE. 








OBER tu bribe, bribery 











# Undisclosed money (H) spent on improvements to a corrupt politician’s vacation cabin (4): 
BRIBE. This kanji appears almost exclusively in VI, so your time is better spent learning to 
recognize that compound than learning this kanji for its own sake. 





INSTALLMENT, payment BABEL su taxation 
© ABR 23 monthly installments 
BBR to5 (=>.5:) payment by installments 

















E) Money (B) paid to the military (3) in INSTALLMENTS, «= $8 1231 





BANDIT HAGE %<e bandit, robber; rebels, traitors...0870 
OFFER mue< pirate 

LK *A-2%< bandit, mountain robber 

FRJBR =<#< traitor(to the country) 

PREG &<<A insurgents, rebel army 














© Visualize + in the center as a little BANDIT reaching out with both hands and stealing both 
the money (Hl) and the spear (2%). «= HX 1230 





‘BELT, sash OA 5k.» bandage, dressing 
2 WEAR, have ‘SeHbT Wa<SAU green belt 





v4 
B(US) BO 





2 APTA avteuvTet incidental, accessory 
0064, 0169 


B Review 4£ 0356. Here we see three people WEARING a single waistBELT (S6-7) and cloth skirt 
(If), wx FE 0606, 7 1418 














'STAGNATE, be left undone 
L 4 
~ 2 STAY 








se - = 
/ WR LECBS 
3, 












One 6A“ stagnation, dullness. ......... 0655 
"HH ZU. nonpayment, delinquency...1156 
O¥% Lezas stagnate, be left undone 
OveTE fuexe» stay, sojourn... 0406 
2H ALS sojourn, stay................ 



























‘NOT GO SMOOTHLY 


2, 7 mons) 





| Belt (#7) constricting the flow of water (¥ ): STAGNATE; STAY. 







‘Y: 2 ASTRINGENT juice (of unripe persim- 














Yan 


2 as LBs LSC) LSS) 













Ope Uedtu delay, retardation, stagnation 
tinea did fa vies tte nae ee a Ricuiwan tot aiantentads 1233 
ZOU Z50SUwS%0" trafficjam 
aici alet Ae reiettndh ce cates Pate 0102, 0159, 1233 
27EFE Use strongtea......... ee 0603 
@jxu) Ls astringent; glum; sober (color); refined 
BARES ZtAELKS be reluctant to answer 


















"TAKE IN 


| Refers to the ASTRINGENT, puckery taste of unripe persimmons. $8-11, converging on one 
point, suggest the contracting action of the tongue caused by a puckery flavor, and offer a 
visual shortcut to M2. This relates to M1 NOT GO SMOOTHLY via the idea of pulling tightly 
together—and stopping up (1k)}—as in a traffic jam (V2). See note at £3 0885. 





P| 2, ACT AS REGENT 
~ y ity 
&(4)* 












ORFS eoLwts take (in), ingest, ages 


'AOY-OPME AD-Ot LHS 
caloricintake 0.00000. 0059, 0538 

24H #oLs5 regency; regent.............. 0246 

2FE RAR tomaAit line of regents .....0451,0219 


FAR (=t KR) tol (=tb) Celsius, centigrade 
StS gg eletesans uci cte iseteati athe uce cAeisted 0476 














'DO; act 
2 SAKE, benefit 








R 
7cO* &(O)* 








Related graphically and semantically to #X 0059, and (unofficially) sharing with it the read- 
ing & 4. Refers to TAKING IN nutrition, so picture the hand (¥) TAKING IN the ear (Ef) as 

rey | food and S10-13 as the ear now dissolved in the stomach: Associate M2 ACT AS REGENT with 
tae TAKING IN someone else’s responsibility. See note at £3 0885. 


"AEH wetuve statesman.......... 0246, 0107 
4¢ 4% z5u act, deed, conduct.............. 0055 


TRIELAS SOT commitan injustice 
ssnbiataih Sedans sbaetonl ah unadnaad sath Sale ds 0049, 0043 


‘2% mbt money order, exchange... 1167 
@ OA ..otwic forthe sake of... 











| Visualize as a galloping team of horses. In the horses’ purposeful galloping, see an image of 
determined action done to attain an objective. The horses DO (M1), but they don’t “just do 
it’; they DO with a specific interest in mind, a “SAKE!” 














FALSIFY, deceive OB ¥%5 forgery, fabrication 
fair ¥Ls5 perjury 
OCS wrobs falsify, deceive 
3 OS) tc#& sham, imitation, fake, forgery 
Wob() it me 

















BI Think of a man(4 ) deceiving his team of horses (23) (e.g., “We're almost there, boys!”). 


ow He 1352 


‘PARTICIPATE BMT S sayts participate, join 
VISIT A HOLY PLACE; go somewhere; | ' 2°38 24+ participation in awar 
refer to ®B4 #9 [humble] go/come; visit a holy place 
ay 2#EZ 5xA lateness, tardiness 
#1(4) 2B «475 reference, consultation 























e| In this kanji try to visualize the act of VISITING A HOLY PLACE (specifically, a Shinto shrine). 


Take X as a /arge shrine hall, and 2 as the 7X (% &) crossbeams on the ridge of its roof. 
S6-8, evoking a sense of perspective in the way they get smaller as they go up, suggest the 
act of approaching the shrine from a distance. This image also serves us well for the second- 
ary sense go somewhere (and likewise refer to, which is to “go somewhere for additional 
information’). It also suggests MI PARTICIPATE, from the idea of participating in a shrine 
ceremony. 


'MISERABLE, wretched OBS sac disaster, tragic incident, catastrophe 
2 CRUEL Ose 


"MBIK xAES pitiful situation 
"4B x Aizu’ miserable defeat 0830 
[ak RY CBOERVOVETS avysseness feel 
BL (®) miserable 0142 
2BRITS XAFS murder cruelly, 
slaughter 
Let $9-11 suggest repeated waves of pain penetrating ever deeper into one’s heart (‘I ): MISER- 
ABLE; CRUEL. Now a note on differentiating some look-alike kanji: Note how the direction and 
number of sloping strokes differs between & 0360/#* 0957/€ 0361/J& 0338 (two strokes, 
written downward from left to right), and B 1238/18 1239/4 1676 (three strokes, written 
downward from right to left). Two strokes are written downward from left to right, whereas 
three strokes are written downward from right to left. Practice writing these kanji, noting espe- 
cially the differences between & (based on three-stroke 40) and 4% (based on four-stroke AZ). 


PHONETIC [ro] ORE, 4 bath 
aif 24 sound harmony 

















}— 
a 














This character is used phonetically to represent the sound 7 (ro). See it as one katakana sign 
@ (ro) stacked upon another, and remember it as the 1 of 5.4 (bath, V1). Also used in 

V2 ae 1s (<4), which juxtaposes two rhyming syllables as a way to signify the meaning of 
“sound harmony” or euphony. 








COMPANION 





OPEAR (244s partner, companion 
484% 2450 Buddhist monk 











7 The word “COMPANION?” originally referred to the person with whom one would break bread 
(Latin: panis). This makes it a good keyword for a kanji that can refer not only to a partner 
(V1) but also to a Buddhist monk (V2). 4 gives us a clear image of two similar forms standing 
side-by-side; with 7, this easily suggests a pair of COMPANIONS. 


"ROYAL PALACE 
2 SHINTO SHRINE 


‘EE #5%03 king's palace, royal palace ...0072 


Ver AT <%vb23 Imperial Household Agency 
0215, 0441 





429 77 7 
AR 


@#h= CAS Shinto shrine; Grand Shrine at Ise 





[ F¥2 Ux05 uterus, womb 

















fin the next two entries visualize £1 as a large two-story structure. With a roof over it (>), it 
represents a ROYAL PALACE or large SHINTO SHRINE. «= ‘E 0290 


‘OPERATE, manage 
? BARRACKS, camp 





u4 
WER (LD) 





OZ zuxz5FS do business, trade in 


THE TS SAAaWTS operate, manage....0584 


‘eee cPLA operated by the city 
of Nagoya 0269, 0254, 0252, 0205 


O20 weet manage, operate 
|? SR was barracks 








ea ee 
F The next three entries follow “# 0099 and ‘Ef 0325 as far as $5, but derive from traditional 
forms crowned by two fires YX (contrast 2 with “). For this “fire-crown” group, we'll 
visualize ‘Y as glowing fire, shining lights, or brilliant flowers. Here they are shining lights, 
indicating that this two-story establishment (F) is open for business, i.e., now OPERATING. 
Connect this with M2 by thinking of a BARRACKS or camp as a place for conducting military 


OPERATIONS. 


FIREFLY 








BOK (tue (aU) light of a firefly 
as tuto diligent study 
BOE urd fluorescent 


OR SEKT 7z5e5. fluorescent lamp/light 
0137, 0440 





OHO ekSMvw) firefly glow; “Auld Lang 
0137 





Mm Glowing fire (*”) + insect (G2): FIREFLY. 

















TFLOURISH, thrive O22 x2% flourish, thrive 

2 GLORY Ok% 4.5 nutrition, nourishment 

22856 RUZ glory 

xr 2 Ri ALTA promotion 

SH(KASB) (X(K) AX(KA) 14(KS) |? FLGRA_ Hix%. appearance, show, display. ..0083 














Tree (AX) covered in brilliant flowers (*”): FLOURISH/thrive; GLORY. 


HONOR, glory KE aurk honor, glory, distinction 1245 
O%, 6 sure honor, glory; dignity 0269 


ZSBIZ wv.ke25e honorary professor, 
= professor emeritus 0269, 0632, 1123 


(33 (A) ODN <icoissh national glory 0075 











| eee 








The next two entries also use *Y to abbreviate their old crowns, but note how these differ 
from “fire-crown” above. In any case, stick with the image of brilliant flowers. Here big (X, 
from $4-6) brilliant flowery words confer HONOR/glory. Do not confuse 2°71 (($¥71, 
glory) with #8 % (144, praise, 0703). 


‘NOMINATE, cite OWATS x2k5F% appoint 
2 NOTEWORTHY ACT OPJEASIT S nests cite an example...0721 


3 RAISE (one’s hand) Rae Ei brilliant achievement, heroic 
ea eed/feat 


34 ee Ff 5 : 
HWS) b(DB) oa a ralsing/holdingup one’shand 


0046 

















First visualize the hand (4) RAISING a big (S4-6) bundle of brilliant flowers for people to 
see. Then associate this image of RAISING an object up for public appreciation with M1 NOM- 
INATE. This in turn relates to M3 NOTEWORTHY ACT, which may be cause for one’s being 
NOMINATED for something. sa 4 1248 


BP WACO fist 

SRAZ ToltA clenched fist 

225i AL pistol, handgun 
OLA LeAttA rock-paper-scissors 
OB*EBOSD xsiLems%s close one’s fist 0260 

















= Note carefully the differences between this and the previous entry. One difference is that 
this entry has an extra horizontal stroke. That gives us five tightly packed horizontal strokes, 
one for each knuckle in a tightly closed FIST. Use the greater density of horizontal strokes (as 
compared to 4 above) as a visual cue. sar 45 1247 














CHERRY ORZTE se cherry blossoms 

ORDA a<emx cherry tree 
URE PexX<S wild cherry tree 
BFE &<Suy Sakurai [surname] 

















f A shower of CHERRY blossoms (*Y) falls over a woman (4Z)’s body from a CHERRY tree (#). 








__? COME TO TERMS OR #%£35 compromise, agreement, 
; V4 understanding 00.00.0000... 0543 
2 
Y Y “Hi U2 compromise, agreement, 
6 understanding ........000000..0.0...000000. 0516 
Z 24% #k5% proper, appropriate........ 0141 











ieee. Visualize a claw(*7) stroking a woman (4Z)'s head, in a gesture of concession or compro- | 
mise: COME TO TERMS. Note the difference between *% here and »Y in the previous entry. 


i 











—_— 
~ 


BLOOM ORD TWOA xcoaaurturs the cherries 
are in DIOOM.........0..0.00.0ccceeeee eee ee ees 1249 


ESRI S x&xziFNS blossom profusely 0415 
FAIKS (gx early blooming, early flowering 
0143 





FEV ME <Su.x< bloom out of season ...0736 





Fee tarlier we saw 2 as a barricade (see BA 0451 and #& 0455). In the next two entries, however, 
| 1 30 | visualize it as blossoms (S4-5) from heaven (KR). Here let mouth (1) suggest blowing, and 


perceive blossoms being blown from heaven (i.e., falling from the sky) at BLOOMING time. 


0310 


9 | 





IMPERIAL WE KK® 6AM Our 











This character corresponds to the imperial first-person pronoun + ~. Think of it as com- 
bining blossoms from heaven ( X) with the idea of incarnation (from 5 flesh): “WE who 
incarnate heavenly blossoms... 











STEM, stalk OFR3E aestre. bulb, corm 

Hh F 3 sa tt» subterranean shoot, rootstock 
0187, 0040 

a RVEORONF wHV<xDHS/NF long- 

ie stemmed rose 0091, 0400 

~ KE ##<% writing brush 

















Recall that =E represents a cross-shaped plant. X< depicts a hand, which here winds the plant 
into a straight fiber. Thus 2&, which replaces the old form &&, signifies straight. With +* here, 
it refers to the straight part of a plant: the STEM or stalk. For this character and the ones that 
follow, use the straight vertical stroke of <i as a visual shortcut to the meaning straight. 


‘PATH OPERR (4.3 path; process 

2 DIAMETER TZ) PE Lasttu (=245) path, lane 
@iAGE sols» diameter 

A 22E% (tatty. radius 

2T1# z5ttu» caliber, bore; diameter 























| Go(4) + straight (>): PATH; DIAMETER. 


MYSTERIOUS PEG] m..3A strange rumor, scandal 


OEY pvsi> monster; ghost, goblin; 
mysterious figure 


PEBR uted monster; beast 
aA Pr" 


: OREL\ HPLv doubtful; suspicious; strange, 
B(LW) HX(LE) mysterious; uncanny 


PEFK (4° injury, wound; accident 


This character is MYSTERIOUS in that, unlike the other characters in this group based on %&, 
its on-yomi is not 7 4 and its meaning does not suggest any intuitive relationship with 
straight. The MYSTERY is solved if we consider that it is the only character in this group that did 
not derive from a simplification of &, the origin of said reading and meaning. This character 
is easily recognized in that only ‘t heart/mind among the radicals in this set is germane to 
the meaning MYSTERIOUS. Needless to say its MYSTERIOUSness is a useful mnemonic for its 
abnormal reading. . 














fer Wus5 light weight 
OBE ituLe< light meal, snack 


BEGAT HS UTS make light of, despise; 
as 0623 





[4 a nee 
POW) DSH) BEL. Sur light, slight 
HED #H%m light, airy 








3 








A car (#4) feels “heavy” when one must steer it back and forth. By contrast, a car moving 
straight (34) feels LIGHT. 











BE. Associate straight (2%) thread (#) with a continuous line or “thread” PASSING down THROUGH 
space or time, such as a line of longitude, the long columns in which Buddhist SUTRAS were 
recorded, the long-term MANAGEMENT of an organization’s affairs, or the act of PASSING 
THROUGH a location or one’s own life experience. The most important compound for M2 
appears in 1260 below. A simple example for M3 is 54 (435% £3, sutra). See Halpern for 
many more didactic examples. «= 











# 210 
Wie 


1768 








"PASS THROUGH, longitude 
? MANAGE 
| *SUTRA, scripture 











[y+ Fay 
~(4) te(2)* 









OREER UTA experience... ccc 


‘SERS (tv. longitude and latitude; doghaipe 1 
course : Lia Sree dat Also s ei Rncelt 0660 






0383, 0448 


'TSEERET UpsA€T afterten years 
Metta Ate seule stale oN tas ea cede 0005, 0117 













£ 0660 


EQUAL, uniform 








4h 





1. 








LFF RAR symmetty 0394 
O—FFlz voeue all together, all at once, 
simultaneouSly.....00..0000..00 cece. 0002 








TOBSERVE RELIGIOUS ABSTINENCE 
2 STUDY (room) 


Earlier we learned to see 3 as a person sitting behind a desk with crossed legs, which we 
can associate here with studying. S6-7 resemble an equals sign. This can be taken to suggest 
a uniform curriculum of study, but | suggest you simply use it as a visual cue for EQUAL (cf. 
$3 0394). Note the old forms for the next four entries. «= Ja 1259 








LL 


a4 








ORK suv purification 

'$HH xvv> day of religious abstinence .. 
‘3H xvvz5 funeral parlor 

25a Lakes study, library 


0001 





Replaces the equals sign in the previous entry with an altar (A), thus suggesting the idea of 








‘SETTLE, pay back, come to an end 
7 RELIEVE, save 





+4 
F(C) -F(A) “FA F(FBVW) 
S(EF) -T(EF) FES) 


] “studying religiously’: OBSERVE RELIGIOUS ABSTINENCE; STUDY (room). «= 












FF 1258 


ORBITS vAxvFS repay; reimburse. ..0378 
'S234 mAdv. full payment, liquidation ....0633 
$0 + be settled, be concluded 

2B t A xesauss relieve, save, ae 


ICS: iat 1257 











“Water(¥ ) + equal (#r)" suggests the level surface of still, SETTLED water. Associate the 
actions of paying someone back or SETTLING an account with the idea of “leveling the 
waters.” Next, associate M1 SETTLE with M2 RELIEVE/save, via the idea of resolving an unset- 
tled situation. 




















PREPARATION, medicine 




















OSE Hl] &<xuv medicine, drugs .............. 
MAIS S S25XevFS prepare medicines 0306 
mA] 645725Xu» preparation, mixture 

Meee anes Socceeeecee ee fl906, 0227 

OveH Ax detergent, cleanser .......... 0135 

ALBA x5b035%0» insecticide 








DISSECT 
























ORAS S mvwesss dissect, anatomize, 
conduct an autopsy; analyze 0 


PRENSA muese< anatomy.......... 0345, 0099 


EARS eutu uss vivisection 
se pecloss en Apacs te cick edn 0036, 0062, 0345 





Bee Recall very short person from #8 0068 and f% 0069, standing on top of a box to make him- 
self taller. Here picture slicing ( 1 ) him apart from the box: DISSECT. c= #]] 1261 








ATTEND UPON A SUPERIOR 














B. Appears much less often than &b 0068, so our goal is to be able to recognize when very 
short person appears in the unaccustomed position in relation to . Let this special situation 
suggest that the very short person is showing special deference to [ in letting it go first, as if 
he were ATTENDING UPON A SUPERIOR. The most important compound using this character 
appears at # 1510. «= GB 0068 





CULTIVATE 


A 
Tay 
25d (5) 














The very short person, being close to the ground (£), specializes in CULTIVATION. The reading 
2424 (cultivate) in V2 is easily remembered by thinking of it as “raising the soil’: > 5 
(soil) + 24 (raise animals, see f#] 0823). Note that kanji in which % appears at the right 
(i.e., in the phonetic position) are pronounced 7‘. 






















OBS#E ifuU< dining with a superior .......0288 

B&R t&ute sitting with one’s superior. . .0279 

Bef (£uU attending on the nobility; retainer 
388 











ORERET HZ i£uvk5FS cultivate, culture, 
incubate 2.00.00. eee 0500 


O#E4 $25 raise: cultivate 


BEDE suc<Laeosy5 fostera 
patrioticspirit.......00.. ee, 0778, 0075, 0056 














COMPENSATE, indemnify ORME S i£L45F% indemnify, compensate 
0323 


FREE ifuL£5%A indemnity, reparation 
0323, 0029 














Here we offer money (H) to the very short person to COMPENSATE/indemnify him for his 
always having to stand on top of a box. 








A 8 STICK ON, paste BETTS 25.55 ETARTS) stick(on), 
paste, append... ee, 0064 


OBES iB stick(on), paste 
“ee: Pres + HiNGb+tS idsbes paste together 0227 


2 tk(B) -1F(V) HEUAPITS tt214% stick (on), paste, append 














HAVA itiaa sticker, label, poster........ 0478 


# Review rh 0348. Convinced that like attracts like, the fortune-teller attempts to draw more 
HA 154] money (H) his way by pasting a seashell to the wall of the building behind his booth. 
























Br BAP SAY occ sen le) 
REY ARS MUCUS 222. 0470 
FER pAse<xv» glue, adhesive 0940, 1261 
Ke “|O#'S talks be sticky; persevere 
tald (4) FAV ABLY talzSku tenacious, stick-to-itive; 
persistent oo... en 0423 





















wt keep a firm grip on your hand, the fortune-teller (4) applies STICKY rice (#) to it. Stare 
at #4 a moment and imagine the STICKINESS. To avoid confusing with the previous entry, 
remember that while here the rice itself is STICKY, in 4 the seashell is just STUCK ON. 









BALANCE, weigh OST *A25 balance, equilibrium 0394 
EF AWwr3 equilibrium, balance 0334 


Femi £2525 weights and measures 
0280, 0538 

















@ Interpret the center of this character as a big-tailed fish (fA. fish+ XK big). Here he is being 
weighed on an old-fashioned scale. The weight is determined when the left and right sides 
(47) are in BALANCE. © 78 1567 








349 


















EXCHANGE; replace 


drs nde aa aap Read eda eaten Baa a EN, 0775 
ORAS 4S z3~AFs exchange, interchange, 





x ny 


(KS) -*(RS) Ar(DS) 









barter, substitute... ee 
KVEFUCRAS KverAHRS convert dollars 
INTO YEN 2. cee cece cee ee 0013 
OFURAD ours change (trains), transfer... 1005 














EXCHANGING one big-tailed fish for another. 





CALL (out) 








Take #% as a variant of big-tailed fish, introduced in the previous entry. Here picture the hand 






Fl FD Ls5HAFS summon, cite, 
SUBPOENA... 2... cee 1103 


MRE] AGA summons 
One satu shout, yell, scream, clamor. . 0529 








"oe Anyone who has seen the carp that swim in Japanese gardens has been impressed by the size 







of their mouths, and the manner in which they use 





‘BREAK OFF, cut off 
2COME TO AN END 
3 WITHOUT MATCH 
ey 

(ASD) KOT) *%(P) 








big-tailed carp ($2) opening its mouth (C1) to CALL (out) for food. 





them to demand food. Here imagine a 









' $fif@e €22KA breaking off relations; insulation, 
Isolation... eee nee eee ee eens 0610 
OMe KAO nAS<ehO severthe connection 
Shea ett ttiis <a sical sean ease eect naire 0582, 0790 
@ i (Rl2HAA 7% DaLAIhAL correspondence has 
re 0159, 0063 
2 Si ¥ 4D extermination; extinction....... 1149 
© fax} #4. absoluteness; absolute; absolutely 
2 sii a sedene Bake Dhak do a-nuns oh oatedins Och ounce uueen ey els 0650 











EXEMPTION, license, escape 


Me Recall £4 0528 COLOR/EROS. Let us assume that coloring thread (#) weakens it, making it 
more likely to BREAK OFF. M1 BREAK OFF clearly relates to M2 COME TO AN END, which in 
turn relates to M3 WITHOUT MATCH, via the idea of something reaching its acme. 















BL baer taxexemption................ 


Of mA (your) pardon; decline, refusal; 
PermisSiON........ 0... cece 0862 











rY 
Exad (iS) Fea‘ (nd) 





SAR HAS license, diploma............. 0616 
SNR AL< dismissal, release............ 1087 


OCfnS smins (sms) be exempted 
from; escape 
















ue £4, 0528 





H 4 may have derived the meaning escape from the swiftness of the RABBIT $i / FR (unlisted), 
in which we can discern the rabbit's long ears, large eyes, and long legs, with a separate 
stroke added for a carrot. The present entry lacks the carrot, but will still mean escaping 
rabbit as a grapheme. The mnemonic keyword for @, as a stand-alone kanji is “EXEMPTION.” 





LET SLIP, deviate from the norm WER vokw5 muffed ball, missed ball .... 1099 


RES AD wwoxssS missa chance, lose an 
opportunity 047 


{OG IE voz> deviation, departure from the 
119 





WL 1z5.> self-indulgence, looseness... 0574 
Mii woud superb article 


i Here we observe escaping rabbit (SG) slipping off the back of a truck (3_), signifying LET 
SLIP. See the next entry for further explanation. es #4 1274 











ENDEAVOR Offi <A%25 study, hard work; selling cheap, 


Wig ~<Axs5y hard worker fe 


PLA XA%E55%< insufficient study/ 
diligence 0423, 0049, 0044 


fee NA study 











on ees 

= Learn to recognize this kanji by how it differs from the last one. In the previous entry, there 
is nothing to pin down the escaping rabbit (92), so he slips off the back of the truck. Here 
a strong force (7J) pins him down, preventing his escape and “forcing” him to ENDEAVOR. 
Train your eye to notice whether escaping rabbit is pinned down or not. x % 1273 








tei £uM£A every evening/night 
OMB ATILA supper 
—HEP ocixAved all night long ...0002, 0035 
BSE IxAtaA late in life 
REIS IAC inthe evening 








| 





The sun(H) escapes (4%): EVENING. 





PERMIT, authorize OFT] *2m permission, approval, authorization 
08 


BATS xxk5F% tolerate, allow, permit 1037 
—| %s¥ HAzxs license, permit 

K¥BF Coxe patent; concession 
OzFd St permit, authorize; forgive, pardon 











. Review 4F 0115. Employers PERMIT/authorize their workers to speak () at the Hour of the 
Horse (4}—the noontime break. «© #£ 1794 
















‘PHENOMENON, outward manifestation;| ' A #U25 atmospheric phenomena, weather 
image conditions 20.20... 0126 
2ELEPHANT eos WALES 2 spiepoinenan aban Rte 0706 


| ee 


yay 








(27 Sn: i bo Pia Weiner 


TEN vAUSS impression................... 
@7 7A 77uVAz5 African elephant 
Resembles an ELEPHANT, complete with a trunk (S1-2), two large ears (S3-6), and a fly-consuming 


bird (S11) perched on its back. Being such a plainly visible image, this is also an apt represen- 
tation of MI PHENOMENON/outward manifestation; image. «= {# 1278 





































IMAGE, likeness 





BRA 41.25 (TV) picture, image; reflection 
0329 





{2 #5 portrait, likeness................ 
OMT S 254545 imagine.............. 0683 
OF 3225 image of Buddha; Buddhist statue 


Aii(@ waxes self-portrait........... 


F) Here see the man (4 ) sculpting an IMAGE in the likeness of the elephant (2). Imagine the 
elephant posing in the last entry and the human sculptor here copying its IMAGE in a statue 
(see V1 in the next entry). The previous entry represents the PHENOMENON itself; this entry is 
a likeness made in its IMAGE. «= 32 1277 





Yo 

















ORY® £4525 carvedstatue................ 
FG 654A metal carving, chasing ......0029 


0 
DP OB%S tae carve, engrave 
t— 4 . 
9 | Z Fay ARG) ety woodcarving.................. 0028 








CARVE, engrave 








(£(4) AEM) YEAH) Saizy (high)relief........... 0613 

















©) At JE 0147 we learned to visualize 2 as a chiseling action. Now review J] 0304, which brings 
to this entry the sense of periphery/around. We thus obtain an image of going around the 
periphery of an object chiseling (2) it: CARVE/engrave. «= 7% 0147 











ar SCENE, outlook Off iguitu background; backing; (stage) 
scenery, setting, SCeNe........ oe eee 0124 
=e JAS SS» scenery, landscape, view. ....0425 
r WH Suv nightview/scene............... 0467 
on OBA tue things, times; business conditions 














Picture this as a panoramic vista of the capital (J) with the sun (H) in the background shin- 
ing down on it: SCENE/outlook. 




















SHADOW, image, silhouette 






O8¢(@ 41.25 image; shadow, phantom... 1278 


ASG LAA (=<UeatF) human figure; shadow 
Ola PEON jo tutsstve yah aue ened: 0015 










5 r4 


Nig Som 22 Br 
V7 t 





BER £520» cast shadow; projection......0517 


KOZ RS w¥e52F mirror the image (of) 
Sit LOA gaht tees RaleinaMuers aielo ulead 0329 
oO 


[HI atany face; vestige, traces .......... 0175 













SHADOW/silhouette/image. 





PHOTOGRAPH 


2, : * . . . . 
Here Z can be visualized as rays of light projecting a scene (5) onto a movie screen: 


FEHR &<a2 specialeffects.................. 













7 FY 
&(A) -E(Y) 





OG HERS LeLaees takeapicture 
ei@ reat Aaa Mead hcrcnats etek eta ac. 0859, 0838 

















SET ABOUT, enter upon 


fs Ignore #8 0196 MOST and instead derive the meaning from the constituent graphemes, Hx 
representing take and H (sun) representing light. The entire character thus represents the act 
of using one’s hand (¥) to “take” some light: PHOTOGRAPH. 













OBI LedLa< finding employment ....... 1087 
BELL Uwaica assumption of office ........ 0372 
BES SD Lwde<tS enterschool........ 0099 










yay Ya 
D(X) DFS) 





+ hh 
OBIS BE La<ico< take up employment... 1087 


FLICBLIT S B<ic4B place (someone) ina 
DOSIDION : 2c sec cose ee oh Son des tle hes a8 0518 





aE 










upon. 





BO recalls Yt; 0655 SINK. Here let the sinking trajectory of S10 suggest settle. We can thus 
visualize a person’s arriving in the capital (5%) to settle into a new job: SEY ABOUT/enter 





Yau 
THP(LW) THD) 














me See drops of water(¥) being sprinkled on the capital (5X) to keep it COOL. 





PRE Usd% coolair.. oe. 
TUE 02555 (=tFa¥) cool breeze ......0425 
OF eowese cool, refreshing......... 0974 
OFLU FFLL» cool, refreshing 

OC FF¥e cool oneself 





























Off PS wuc< whale meat 

fii em whale oil 

AKT S wowatses drink heavily 
AA fH (FOSe. cetaceans 
U5 fi E <vex the Whale, Cetus 

















SEPARATE Kai tS w<#oF% be separated, be isolated 
1271 


0857 





+ Ra3aI a<Lwic every other week 
ORCS A#TS separate; partition 
Ravc #%% be apart, be distant 


[ 
a7 
N7IE(TH) N7E(724) 








A: 














A lodine is most commonly found in solution. See S4-7 as “lo,’ representing an iodine crystal. 
Here it is dropped into a tripod cauldron ($8-13), in which the iodine atoms are SEPARATED 
(in the polar directions indicated by S10 and S11). See next entry for further explanation. The 
reading “S7272 4 suggests “to SEPARATE as far apart as head and tail.” «= ja! 1287 


"FUSE "YAR £55 melting, fusion 

? FINANCE Om 523 fusion 

@fh A finance, circulation of money.. .0029 
ay |? BRE SL financing, advance of funds, set 





2 Bhi 34°5 financing, accommodation; 
[flexibility 











8 (Continuing from the previous entry) These two kanji are more or less opposite in meaning. 


In Ba, B points down: the iodine crystal drops into the cauldron and its atoms are SEPA- 
RATED. In #2, 42 points up: the iodine atoms rise out of the solution and FUSE back 
together. MI FUSE relates to M2 FINANCE via the idea of “making ends meet.” 3 fig 1286 


LIKENESS ORR Lsd*5 portrait, likeness 
BBW Us5e50° portrait 1278, 0176 
ASH} L453 not like one’s father; unworthy 


Se eS.” thomblel myself. 049 








x hemeees 





| Here try to visualize the act of chiseling a hard material into a LIKENESS. S1-3 can be seen as 


strokes of the chisel coming down on the sculpture, or, alternatively, fragments or sparks fly- 
ing up from it (compare this with 24 0141, 7 0147, and Fi 1279). As a component grapheme, 
Fj will most often represent sparks or fragments. = ie 0184 





















‘EXTINGUISH, disappear OUP Ls51e5 firefighting... 
2 SPEND, consume “IADR Us5eb> extinction, disappearance... 1149 
















O24 #24 be extinguished, vanish 
Jay ‘GS wt extinguish; tum off 
&(ZAS5) WF) 77HASS LssutssS consume, spend.....1189 
















: (Continuing from the previous entry) Here we see water(¥ ) being poured on the hot sparks 
(Fi) to EXTINGUISH them. M2 SPEND is an extended meaning. Note that all characters in 
which Fj appears at the right or center are pronounced 2/37. 


















AAA LsSee saltpeter oo. 
FAME Usd nitricadid. ow. 0800 
ORME L25%< gunpowder... 0303 
yay HAE Ls52A gunpowdersmoke.......... 0768 
PAF wet glass. 


























: s An important component of gunpowder is NITER (potassium nitrate), here represented as a 
stone (fi) that produces sparks (Ff). «= Tit 1060 












TIP OF A TWIG KOM #2Mz2F% top ofapinetree...... 
ALG TRESS topatree............ 0812 


KAY £045 tip, end; tip ofa twig......... 























Now see the three strokes at the top of Fj as the very TIPS OF THE TWIGS at the end of the 
branches of a tree (#), flaring out in every direction like flying sparks (F). 














1 9 CUT BY CHIPPING OWI BRE &<ta deletion, elimination, cancellation 
PRIA sad vcksad chest acm aoe lt Caboticgt sehattai ie 0996 
F DB AS grinding..0.. 0724 
ae BARU au.x< excavation, cutting, digging. ..0450 
iF) BID <A. curtailment, reduction .......1148 

OR 14'S whittle, shave, cut by chipping 



















Here a knife ( |] ) CHIPS away at hard material, sending fragments (3) flying. Of this set of six 
characters based on Ff (including the next entry), this is the only one in which Ff appears at 

the left side, rather than at the right or center. That’s our hint that this is the one pronounced 
47, rather than Ya. 

























EARLY EVENING # LeALs> spring evening 
OB OO £uM<s early evening 


HOW £M4s5UE5 evening star, Venus 
0024, 0755 


0228 














f Visualize an old-fashioned television set with a rabbit-ears antenna (FY), under the roof of a 
house (“’”). The image represents the time of day when people have returned home and are 
sitting down to watch TV: prime time (EVENING). «© }# 1891, 33 0184 


BANQUET OBZ adv dinner party, banquet, feast 0226 
AS #24 banquet 

SL% AA+% banquet hall, dinner party...0279 
cae 4A Us52A invitation toa party; party...1104 
Shy" OE waivurrA welcome party ..1131, 1139 














| mn The point has already been made that recognizing the anachronistic gender associations 





inherent in kanji such as this one is not tantamount to endorsing them. This kanji shows a 
woman (4£) under a roof(“”) all day (H) preparing a BANQUET. Do not confuse with the 
name-use kanji 2 PEACEFUL SUNSET. 


HOMETOWN $$ 2 x25) one's old home, native place. . .0531 
WR *£5x one’s birthplace 
ORE 2445 (=h54L) hometown, birthplace 
0257 
Say ay EARL Huvx25LA love for one’s hometown 
xLe 0778, 0056 
BIRO (F5%t9MRA homesickness 
1066, 0230 

















S1-3 is a version of X child (see #& 0112). $4-8 is the abbreviated version of 2 that we use 
when something appears to the right of it. Given the presence of X child, § here suggests 
little boy (see Bf 0282). Observe the two little ones exploring all the way to the wail (|S) that 
surrounds their HOMETOWN. 


BANQUET OMS 42524 banquet 
ES 44545 treat, feast, banquet 
MEFS 425% treat, provide dinner for 




















| The meals one takes in one’s hometown tend to be holiday feasts. Thus “eat (££) + hometown 
(3EB)” clearly suggests BANQUET. The top of this kanji has not been officially standardized in 
its form with 9, but you will also see it in standardized form (as in the reference box at left), 
and can certainly write it that way. «= 3 1297 




























-REVERBERATE HE sA%25 sound, acoustics 





° Re $A%43 echo, reverberation; response, 

FEPeFCUSSIONS. 000... eee 7 

as es 5 ORM guess influence, effect.............. 1281 

OE (2) ZEB HH =5%45%2< symphony......0102, 0503 
OL uu< reverberate 








ad de an 

2 The fact that the hometown (#8) is surrounded by town walls (15) means that sounds (#7) 
within the town tend to REVERBERATE. Note that both kanji incorporating #6 follow its 
principal on reading, 3-3". «= 38 1296 























CASTLE, fort OS FAT vases castletown........ 
Yh 5<45 fallofacastle 0... 0793 
' KBR seAYvES Osaka Castle....0033, 0376 
Day 73 BO RM ANOSL5UE5 The Great Wall 
3 La (of China) ........0.000000000. 0018, 0531, 0091 
JRAS LZbE Shiromoto[surname]......... 0031 











BE Review 8% 0070 BECOME/ACHIEVE (wholeness). For the present entry, first note that Japa- 
nese castles consist mainly of long, defensive earthworks. Then imagine the process of build- 
ing these great earthen ramparts and think of earth (£) becoming (JS) a CASTLE. ex 38% 1154 













SINCERITY, truth BRIE “LvU> sincerity, honesty, faith ...... 


OmREE zeus sincerity, good faith............ 0151 
age Tt e Hak 050» faithfulness, fidelity......... 0644 





OaRl= #ze1c truly, really; very, extremely 











Pelee, When one speaks with SINCERITY, words (3) become (JK) reality. «= 3X 1028 





OReKG eueEvs prosperous; grand, 
magnificent.....00.... cere eee 0 


SE wad prime,zenith............ 0078 
O#Z £5 heap up; fill (a bowl/tray) 





PROSPER; heap up 















t4 Ya , 

4(B) ¥m(S) Xar(A) © #3 prosper, thrive 

BARRAGE AMAGLENEU’ thriving business 
cb tea Eau ae bone aca caletin ge tana ek 0351, 0353 


BA plate (1) achieves wholeness (J) or PROSPERITY when food is heaped up on it. See B& 
as literally heaped up on the plate, symbolizing PROSPERITY. 



























FLOURISHING 











ORERE& ase. vigorous, imallouietine. 
condition 1300 





et king (+E) and day (H) suggest the FLOURISHING times of a dynasty’s heyday. Focus your 
efforts on learning VI, this character’s only compound in common use. 





"TRAY 
2 BON FESTIVAL 





RY 








"RT pusa cake tray 
© 43h 1A basin, valley 


"BIC RMERSD CAKKKEORES stack fruit 
upon a tray 0599, 0172, 1300 


2 4r9R\) (ZA#21) Bon Festival 
@54 sigA Bon festival 





Visualize 4)" as the divided pieces of a cake, placed onto a TRAY for serving. M2 BON FESTIVAL 
comes from the use of this character in phonetically transcribing the festival's Sanskrit name. 


us AE 0673 





LID 








WA 
7c 








BABA Fer] cranium........... 0162, 0465 
DT zoe palate 0019 
OBB eat eyelids ooo. 0021 
OPQ 2zAm» cupola, dome..............., 0013 


OBES seats take off the lid....04650 








imagination. 








2 STEAL 





awe hy 
nee 





a Visualize 2¢ and ++ as some kind of decorative LID used to cover the plate (# 0138 go 
away suggests that a LID is meant to be removed). Remove and replace the LID in your 


Ove eS robbery, burglary, theft.......0712 
RK £52%< thief, robber, bandit........... 1231 
58 £55u» hase stealing... 0885 


SOBD ate steal 


ABS weaexe eavesdropping, tapping 














me | 11 





L The Ten Commandments forbid you to STEAL, or to “covet anything that is your neighbor's. 
With these words in mind, let “next (?X) + plate (m)’ suggest the (next door) neighbor's pre- 
cious china, and associate this with the idea of STEALING. «= $e 2040 


igh 











ALLIANCE, pact HERD wv%< pledge, pact, alliance, league 
0170 


HH AC ev~> sworn friend 

Off] BF & Sabu» alliance, league, union 0182 
#7 Aww union, federation, league ...0582 
DUBE av» participation, affiliation 1147 

















Imagine the sun (1) and moon (J) signing an ALLIANCE in rays of light, etched upon a 
ceremonial plate (™) as a permanent record of their mutual pact. «= iff 0199 





OPES RASA. salt, salinity 

BUG Ls<ar table salt 

YEMR AAXA hydrochloric acid 
cae, Yi 2% chlorine 
La Ha0K Las#e salty taste, seasoning 








cae | 


Here visualize *~ as a sharp tool used to scrape SALT from a block of earth (£) and onto 
a plate (1), Then imagine putting your mouth (LJ) to the plate, and the SALTY flavor you 
would taste. 

















ie ° WOUND, scar OBS SZ sLse5t be injured/wounded, 
Bet hurts. 2 wilh tesa ee oe Ge 0829 
: GH Lsdev injury, bodily harm.......... 0613 
wage ae PH 4e5L45 slander, libel................ 0035 
ee WD) OES) Tee ie % (d4@&U20% spoil a flower. .0121 
OM ATETh ULAKTh rotten tomato 











: : Now let us add wound to our salt, if you will. We start with 7, an uninjured man standing 
upright. But then he is shown laid out flat (7~), experiencing some difficulty (34) (review H 
0443 if necessary). He has been WOUNDED. 











0137 
13 
te ‘RAISE HIGH, exalt "$A £508 lift, lifting power.............. 0084 
B 2 FRY "ERC WHESESE exultantly, in exalted 
’ spirits, proudly 0.2.0.0. 0151, 0126 
Of £<£5 rising and falling (of tones), 
3 a7 intonation 20... ceeeee cece 1137 
DEP OI BUT) ae) OPGITS HS raise, hoist; fry in deep fat 
235'TW w#FtO friedfood.................. 0172 











Hand (¥) + difficult (@): think of the difficulty of RAISING something up HIGH with your 
= 64 | hand, against the force of gravity. This character for RAISING HIGH also applies to the act of 
FRYING food in deep fat, since food generally first sinks in the fat then rises when it’s cooked. 


us $8 2272 








0542 
ae 112 





359 








FLUENT OFC 05645% fluent, flowing, smooth 














. Use long, piercing $5 as a visual cue for the idea of piercing straight through all difficulties 
(3): FLUENT. 





‘SUN OAB toed sun 


2 POSITIVE "BEIGE £525 sunshine, sunlight, sun 


"WRG 5<£5 settingsun 
ay |? BaSiz £5%% cheerful, bright, sunny 
réy OG PE k5euy positivity 














) The next two kanji should be considered together. They both begin with f hills, but one 
means SUN while the other means SHADOW. A good shortcut to recognizing the one for SUN 


is to notice the sun grapheme on the upper right (inside 3 difficult, whose meaning we can 
ignore here). Associate MI SUN with M2 POSITIVE. 











= ‘SHADOW ORE wrAaer shadow... ce. 1281 
on 2 NEGATIVE "ARE ume theshade.......... ce. 0001 
q 2 REIS wASA sadnessand gloom........... 1239 
rea 4 AY bes WALD negative and positive, yin- ae 
psy aU DUB) terete rt tectetttteneerteeniee teenies 
RECE UvAtto negativity, dormancy........ 0128 















i Continuing from the previous entry, a good shortcut to recognizing that this is the character 
170] for SHADOW/NEGATIVE is to notice Z cloud at the lower right (the yin-yang opposite of H 
sun in the previous entry). 








ORB) uAze retirement 
ORY m<F [vihide 
RaLZE #<Ltie hidden talent; parlor ick 





Ay 

A(T) -AE(L)- aX (HB) re ane Tonal 

FORINS eMmrica<ns hide behind 
0268, 1311 











Take the right-hand portion of this character as a version of 4 0971 URGENT/HURRY/SUDDEN. 
With B, we obtain the idea of hurrying into the hills to HIDE. 








‘CALM ‘SERBS AvweAe calm, quiet, tranquil....0334 
2MILD ARO D GE SE PMeIa calmsea 0106 
OR Abt gentle, mild, genial 0236 
BY 242.4% ALS proper, reasonable, moderate 
BE (CCD) 





CBee skerave gentle person 0015 











Give rice (Ff, i.e., food) to the hurried to CALM them. 





SPIKE, head of grain FRYE taza waving heads of grain 0598 
ORE axe spike/ear of grain; spike of a spear; 
tip of a writing brush 013 


AEA sv spike (of flower heads) 
OfBIRD Fu.vesm shaped like an ear of grain 





“4 


HRERA Loot sprouting season ee 
0038, 0486 











A SPIKE or head of grain is represented here by the combination “rice (#) blessing (H&)” Review 
Hl 0581 if necessary. Also see note at {@ 0985. 





RICE PLANT OFKAR tue5 paddy-rice plant 

BAIR (£A£5 late-growing rice 

AEX) wiawy) rice reaping 

“Ae OfR/E uvea< rice crop; raising rice plants...0152 
Wha wipe fin#B vveiz ear of rice 














Rice () + claw(s*) + old (IA): think of an old RICE PLANT being handed (or in this case 
“clawed”) down from generation to generation, so as to preserve the original seed. 





MELANCHOLY OFFA 505 melancholy, gloom, grief....0779 
HRA %z5L05 homesickness, nostalgia... 1295 


CRB RE Le3lLe58e My condolences 
1307, 0501 





Ya29 


BI(LAD) FINr(v) AKAD Sh2B grieve 


OFKv» Shu» melancholy 














1 Autumn (®X) + mind (0): autumn mood (MELANCHOLY). Note similarity in reading and 
meaning with 2 0779. «= 4& 1677 



















‘CUT OUT 
? JUDGE, decide, rule 








HA 
72(D) SIE) 





|@ SCH] sua trial; judgment, decision ....0744 








© #> cutout (a garment), cut (paper) 
‘EEK £5av) Western-style dressmaking...0491 
@gk< si< judge, decide 


24H &<au» dictatorship, autocracy ....... 0346 






















See “XK as a short man (+) holding a spear (3%) several times his size. Here he uses the 
sharp point of the spear to CUT OUT a section of cloth (4). As we have done before (at “El 

0744 and Wr 0849), we can associate CUTTING with deciding or JUDGING, just as the English 
word decide derives from the Latin word for “cut.” 


"LOAD 
PUT IN PRINT 








4 
D(AzS) OS) 
















"FAIRS S tease load (with cargo); carry 
ad Seba raadle Sache eaten wicket at ath otal Mee ce 0832 


2aLRRTS xavvsS record, state, mention 0427 
@38#% nav» serial publication............. 0582 
OS ma be placed upon; appear in print 

tS HS load (with cargo); putin print 














7 (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the man LOADS the spear onto the roof of a car 
(HL), M2 PUT IN PRINT is a cognate meaning. «= 


PLANTING 


BY 1914 























FUE xvvae» cultivation, raising, growing 1264 
FAK Us<advy raising trees and plants......0840 
WaeF% VAS rotation ofcrops.............. 0944 
OF $e iz'Adu» bonsai (potted dwarf tree)... 1302 









—_ 





4 (Continuing from 1317-18) Here the man PLANTS the spearin the ground, so that it will one 
day grow to become a tree (AX). Now practice writing and distinguishing the meanings of 
this set of three kanji based on *X. 


AMNESTY 

























Of 6 Les A pardon, amnesty, clemency. ..1272 
FH £5L% pardon, forgiveness, mercy... 1037 
EW &<L% amnesty, special pardon ......0385 

KK UL amnesty, general amnesty ...0033 











Review J 0773 ALSO and is 0774 RED. Here, “striking (AC) out the red (ink) (ais)” suggests 
forgiving a loan: AMNESTY. 




















TRACE, footprint ORB 2488 elie) footprint; one’s life 












COUN Os aac ti crete Vek Ne ae ka 0044 

SARK ues ruins, remains................... 1179 

ae + SEB Ltt historicspot/remains........... 0988 
be BABS Xe scar, cicatrix o.oo... 1307 


eB LAH (=U) ruins of acastle...1298 











Le 
eAges( Seeing & leg/foot, let us visualize $10-11 as a pair of legs and $12-13 as a pair of footprints 
J 157) they have left. In this way, JE suggests the general category and $12-13 function as a visual 





cue for the specific meaning footprint/TRACE. «= i: 1322 















TRACE, footprint ORPETS Lr*9tH disappear, go missing 
Refcmvcah Nick ee Te he deeds ted ata REE Oona: 0563 


, a, PRB 454% traces, tracks; whereabouts... 1321 








vo 















i Using S14-15, we can borrow the same mnemonic we used with $12-13 in the previous entry, 
which for all intents and purposes has the same meaning. «= ih 1321 




























OFRBK cAwe traces, vestiges... 


JEDee Bh CAvsAmA vestigial organs 
bal taal eavetid Ae tnnnitie oe hatulhne, 1321, 0295, 0290 


: MME ozA bloodstain...... 0198 
ay 
by MG >eHHeE scratchmatk.................. 0201 
BRIE 2FHL(ELESZA) Star... 


SCAR; footprint 


























L 
A body mends itself by producing SCAR tissue, so we can think of a SCAR as something that 

“stops ( &) disease (J) SCAR relates to the secondary meaning footprint through the idea 
of a mark left behind. 













OFS we kick 
BRIA wed kickout. 0. 0038 


BRIS (5% kickin, break through by 
KICKING «pee Yecinstcssiesnectenecastacee ne’ 0596 























| 38 1283 refers to the idea of SETTING ABOUT a task or new job. Here visualize i foot KICK- 
ING someone so that they'll “get to work” or “get a job.’ 














O$¢ FR st5 dancing, dance 
ERA 4A&5 folk dance 
OFS ses dance (energetically) 
ay RAUF seve dancer 
BYE(S) BEV) SEH) (ZAC BonFestival dance 














Recall Fl moving forward, which we first learned at 31 0159 and saw again at JH 0619. Here, 
we have /eg (it) moving forward: DANCE. 





TREAD, stand on FAME SS &51t¢% crush underfoot; travel on 
,] 


O$EPS 3&5 dancing 

by + OFKE saz tread on 

(DO) 8(F23) BS) Sat) railroad crossing 
PEAS AS stand on; be based on 














Visualize stepping (2) on something to squeeze the water (7K) out of it: TREAD/stand on. 





LEAP, be active ARKE UX< leap, jump 


HexES B &<LATS make rapid progress, 
advance by leaps and bounds 0191 


Pea) SS &<&5FS move energetically, tirol 





O}GHE p>e< (great) activity, action 
Pie BLS leap, | jump 











7) before it can fly away, reg 1 0025, HE 1831, 4 1328 





ORES 4S tAt<$S launder, wash 0135 
YEAR eA%<% washing machine...0135, 0473 














Picking up again from what was said at B22 0025, here visualize the smaif bird splashing its 
wings in water ( ), to RINSE itself. This would be a good time to go back and review J 0418 
and AR 0475. ex HH 0025, BE 1327 




















UNUSUAL, odd 


HE xe unusual, strange 
OFFA Z5aLA curiosity 
RL 255 odd number 











2rBk xu% miracle, wonder 
TE@ muve mystery, wonder 








He) Review ®J 0814. The present entry, and the kanji based on it (which follow below), are 


not pronounced # but =F (except #4 1332 1). Picture X% as a big man standing with his 
arms and legs stretched out, trying to keep his balance. The key is to perceive something 
UNUSUAL/odd in the way such a big man is balanced atop ®]. e 2F 1330 


1 CONTRIBUTE 
2 DRAW NEAR, call on 


Ot 3. contribution, donation 0064 
‘ASHES 2%54S xt5FS) donate....1227 
@2eZ £5 drawnear, callon 





+ £(4) 
-k(Y) (+S) 





23 bH£S go near, approach 0194 


24+ £eS drawnear, allow to approach; 
gather 





L 





Bee Think of this as a charitable home for psychiatric patients—a roof(“7) sheltering the odd 


(4). The sheltering roof signifies the charitable CONTRIBUTION of the home’s donors and 
volunteers; hearing of their good works, many odd people DRAW NEAR. 5 #4 1329 


RIDE ON HORSEBACK 








HSER &iX horse riding 

ORF uw rider, horseman, jockey 
BSED *vz3M mounted, onhorseback 1005 
BREE &Aw) cavalry soldier, cavalry 0907 
BE aL knight 














| 





He) ZF shows a big man (XK) trying to keep an odd balance on top of FJ. Here we find him 
oddly balancing himself on top of a horse, i.e., RIDING ON HORSEBACK. 0 §§%) 2276 


ORFF urs chair 
Hifht- <aeuvd wheelchair 





m Here the big man oddly balances himself atop a wooden (#) CHAIR. Make an effort to 
remember that #4 (4) is the only character based on 4¥ that is not pronounced *. 






















PROMONTORY, cape 




















AAU seAX% Cape Omaezaki....0862,0113 


elif} aats% Nagasaki (city and prefecture) 
sinha Nae ea atekacahd et ta Ds Bhan Re teny aah 0091 


JI} whbxx Kawasaki [city in Kanagawa 
prefecture]... 0022 


fl} axe Miyazaki[sumame] .......... 





BE) Here odd (2¥) mountain (LL!) suggests a mountain that sticks out where no other mountains 
are: PROMONTORY. «= Ili 1335 


PROMONTORY, cape 































p3E xuvte& Saitama (city and prefecture) 
sea eka assed Metta Datentgoanaradh wea wee teae ted 0073 





= Same meaning, and mnemonic, as the previous entry. Odd land sticks out where there is no 
other land: PROMONTORY. 


CAPE, promontory 























UO FEI< axxOxaI atthe tip ofacape 0134 
We]S ax%ekbs roundacape .......0050 
AU Lsmaee Cape Sho... 















: : Here it is easiest just to visualize ¥# as a promontory or CAPE jutting out into a body of water. 
os tly 1333 


PATTERN, pattern after 





















FAH 412A model, pattern, example....... 0727 
42H tev» model, pattern, mold .......... 0723 
#232 425 imitation, counterfeit........... 0699 


ORE B45 pattern, design; appearance, 
CircUMStANCES ........ 2. eee 


FARR 1 scale, scope .....00.0..000..000.6. 0624 





{_ — 
fee 5 (not to be confused with 5 0144) originally depicted the sun (H) setting behind tall 
grasses (++) (to visualize this, let the crossing stroke in XK suggest the horizon, and the two 
curving strokes a sinking motion). We'll take it to mean no more. Here, we thus obtain “tree 
(#) + no more” With no more tree, we can only copy after its PATTERN. 





















MEMBRANE FRIKD #<vz50 membranous, filmy 
O#KR taA%< mucous membrane 
FARR o<#< cornea 
EHR << peritoneum 
BibaHR #5o<&< diaphragm 














Body part (A) + no more (32): Suggests the boundary of an organ: MEMBRANE. 





' DESERT ORE stz< desert 
2 OBSCURE 2K (x<4A obscurity, vagueness, haziness 
076 





WD 











: Water(¥)+ no more (52): DESERT. Associate this with M2 OBSCURE through the idea of a 
hazy mirage. «= 7 1730 














‘CURTAIN, tent "WHI ZAKK smoke screen.................. 0768 

? SHOGUNATE ORBHE puk< raising of the curtain; peng 
BERNE. scidesisnhorsis andiansieuse vedere 450 
: VES I< HCAU< drawacurtain........ 0422 

V7 WNT ® 

WEE (£45. shogunate... 0247 

2 HER (£<k closing days of the Tokugawa 
Shogunate ....00 0000. ccc eens 0272 























(Cloth (11) + no more (52): pulling down the CURTAIN at the end of a show. Also means tent, 
ry 50 | which explains M2 SHOGUNATE, the English word for the military “tent governments” (4 H¥ 
[1 < .3s]) of Japan’s feudal era. 





32H 1X6 graveyard, cemetery, burial cage 


ORS wuss grave marker, gravestone ....0783 
HEAL iz#% (-ltovL) tombstone 
OBB ltmkuw visittoa grave 





x 
{x 














S| Soil (<E) + no more (52): GRAVE. = 2& 0485 














RAISE, collect 





RR 
20 (4) 














ORFS Less recruit; raise, collect 0190 


SE HA fund-raising... 0029 
ISSETS S KHAEFS apply for, subscribe to, 
CNIISTION os cols et oes atid eae, 0850 


OKA rms recruit: raise (funds, etc.) 








lect new strength. 





"DUSK 
“LIVE 


| Strength/force (JJ) + no more (3): This means the time has come to RAISE new forces/col- 





x 
<(nhS) <(69) 














‘fe izus< dusk, twilightscene........... 0528 
OW iscig nightfall, dusk, twilight......... 0986 
‘nS <Hs grow dark; come toanend 

@®@54 <st live, lead one’slife; make a living 
2. LOL vwevcse livingalone...0002, 0015 











daily LIFE. 





ADORE 





L7(9) 











| Sun(H) + no more (32): DUSK. Associate with M2 LIVE by thinking of DUSK as an element of 


EL svg love, attachment ............... 0778 
OFStH tFUs5 love, longing................... 0973 
O38 Led adore; long for 

EDLY UtbLt dear, beloved 


WME xaL5eLt5 long forhome 
meth g vara tins Maca hates dames ease neae sue 0257, 1295 








breaking ADORATION. s= 2& 1346 





J» is a variant of -LY. It only appears in three kanji in this course; the other two follow. ¢!» 
is used to fill a conical space without leaving an unsightly blank space above it (the stroke 
order follows 7]’). In the present entry, we thus have heart + no more, representing heart- 














2069 
| 14 
: ADD TO, accompany MATS TAsKTS attach, append, annex 
I cc eis vaata bcd NS Olaioolt Beaten Bowe MAT eR tes 0064 
~~, WRB TASS correction.........0.000.c oc. 1292 
=e WEA cAvsSVA (escort) courier, tour 
p 0 1 Te CONGUCIOF.... o.oo 1005, 0317 
rAAS ee) O45 25 accompany 
‘Ls WAS £2KB add to, attach to =| 











In Japan, families offer daily food and drink to the recently deceased to provide their spirits 
the sustenance they need to reach heaven. Here “}» represents a deceased person’s spirit, try- 
ing to climb up towards heaven (here taking the variant form J). We must ADD ¥ (symbol- 
izing sustenance) to the spirit to help it reach its goal. es AS 1345, YH 1002 














RESPECTFUL 





Fay 
FO 72e (LW) 








OFS xa5ttu» respect, reverence 
ASB xs5e° respectful congratulations. ...1172 


AARP 2250 LARA Happy New Year 
1172, 0275, 0117 


OFELL 55Lt» respectful, reverent 





Perceive the meaning RESPECTFUL by visualizing a young lady’s formal curtsy. As she reaches 
out with both arms (S1) to spread out her skirt (S5-6), the skirt’s wide pleats stretch out before 


her (-»), ex BE 0358, ys 1344 


"VIOLENT 
? DISCLOSE, lay bare 





RY NT 
HIT(<) HiX(NS) 








©) ix5tx< violence, force 

'EL2e SA(Z5 violence, roughness; assault 0380 
'#B) 1£5£5 riot, disturbance, uprising... 0540 
®RNS #ixns act violently 

@R< s#ig< disclose (a secret), lay bare 











Here think of the sun (H) and water (2K) coming together (£) in VIOLENT battle. Also means 
DISCLOSE, from the idea of laying bare the brutal truth. es 2% 1347, 3 1343 


EXPLODE 





NZ 











ORBSE tx<1d2 explosion, blast; eruption ...0148 


RSH (E<HA bomb... 1075 
HEI 1£¢O< explosives... 0303 
FE ix<i7% bombing, bombardment ....1026 
BRE WAIE< atomicbomb ................. 0208 








K 86 


1020 
8 | 19 





T\ 
4 








Here we observe the violence in the previous entry EXPLODING into fire (X). Practice writing 
and distinguishing the meanings of this kanji and the one before. = 2& 1346 


ALONG(SIDE) 





amy 


EAD) -Euy) 








OED KRAAM alongarailway line .....0210 
YE ZAM coast, shore... 0106 
O45 25 lie along (a river), follow along 


PRPC oT SAT along the route/ 
NING sat hc Site cil Mer iat eaten 0788, 0210 


JIRA IS ap #uMc along the riverside ...0022 











0290 








| 8 


Review fitt 0669. Here, let ¥ represent a body of water, and picture rolling a hoop ALONG(SIDE) 


it. «= Y4 0950, 4% 0519 











FOUNDATION STONE 


RE ve foundation stone, comerstone 0403 
ZERE Tut laying ofa foundation stone. ..0045 
OF-BE %% basis, foundation 





¥ 
WUFR 





REEF ZU. foundation materials 


ROR xopOu yz pillar of state 
0075, 0219 











Recall JE broken/deformed, introduced at fe 0572. Here it represents the FOUNDATION 
of a building, bent (deformed) under the tremendous weight of the lumber assembled on 
top of it (represented by #* forest). Combining this with 4 stone, our keyword for this kanji 


becomes “FOUNDATION STONE” 


DOUBT, distrust 


OER ¥&4. question, problem, doubt 
KERR xm< doubt, suspicion 
ARE £5x suspicion 








O¥E4 3%-#°5 doubt, be suspicious 
RED LV. SkatpLv doubtful, suspicious 











BP) The katakana spelling of the word E ~ (free time, idleness; see AEZ 1903) across the top is 


a feature unique to this kanji (and the two that subsume it, which follow). We can therefore 
take a visual shortcut to its meaning by remembering the maxim “distrust idleness” (the 


keyword for this kanji is “DOUBT”). 


CONGEAL, grow stiff, become absorbed 
in 


OKS ze [vil grow stiff; be absorbed in; be elaborate 
+ %€) YE xyus3 fastidiousness, perfectionism...0128 





ay 
2(4) 2(6F) 





lL. 





¥ESF cst [vt] concentrate, strain, elaborate 








Recall 7 ice (see % 0675 if necessary). One distrusts (BE) ice because it can make one grow 


stiff/CONGEAL. o= 4 1352 


IMITATE 


Berea XU onomatopoeic word 
0 


529, 6222 
$A. XA personification, impersonation 
0015 








1336 





Jt 








and signify “imitate,” “copy after,’ or “resemble.’ In 
an artist in training, drawing an IMITATION of 3€ 1 


| The next three kanji are alf imitators: they all add a single element to a kanji we already know, 


this entry, see a hand ( +), like that of 
350. Do not confuse with 44 1237, which 


overlaps in meaning and has the same on-yomi, «& 48 1237, He 1351 








COPY AFTER OMT S £54 imitate, copy 1336 


ORT PUIG #Anuuc#S5 follow/copy after 
a precedent 0193, 0721 
DAP CRC wwenices3 The under- 
mentioned to follow this example .. 0066, 0040 





RY 
%6 (9) 








tt 

(Continuing from the first sentence of the previous entry) This entry COPIES AFTER RL 0574 
by adding 4 to it. While #9 (75, see 0420) means “to LEARN or study” 19 73 
means “to COPY AFTER or follow an example.” x HX 0574, #X 1508 





RESEMBLE $e. xv false, pseudo 


OMFS Suvts resemble, be alike, be 
similar. 0310 


ss OWS iB resemble, be alike, be similar 
i (B) WA (<a> befit, suit; match well 0227 
HWt4 £pt imitate, mimic 0838 














Continuing from the first sentence of #€ 1352) RESEMBLES LA 0066. «= LA 0066 


STRAW SACK O+f% usd sumo (wrestling) ring: sandbag 
0030 











1 Review # 0132. Here, visualize a man (4 ) whose upper body is naked (S3-6) and who wears 
nothing but a STRAW SACK over his lower body ($7-10, representing his clothing). The right 
side of the character is of course #2 0705, which confirms the idea of the man’s manifesting 
himself by wearing nothing but a STRAW SACK. 


1, myself Offs sho we 
{£2 sho my 
EIT Th SH BhicowKSe Stop 
following me around 0040 


Bi 














Used by men as an intimate first-person pronoun, though it can carry vulgar connotations. 
The combination “man (4 ) + big(K) + lightning ( #1)” indeed suggests a rough and boastful 
way of referring to oneself, along the lines of the tall-talking frontiersman Davy Crockett, who 
“Greased a great-big streak o’ lightnin’ with a bottle o’ rattlesnake taller (tallow).’ 














HERMITAGE ORE &A (-Ws0) hermitage, secluded cottage 


RE %AL> hermitage, secluded cottage 0253 
= SAL» proprietor of ahermitage ... .0365 


Py FARE 45H thatched cottage 
WHY 














While big(X) lightning (HL) strikes outside, we take shelter (J) inside a HERMITAGE. 





"TL myself ORD <5 we 

2 MANSERVANT "BED (<M my 

2 ERE &051F< faithful servant 
RZ @RE BE ww5tF< servant, attendant 
2 BE mwiF< manservant, house boy 

















3 is kind of a cross between 3 0498 and 3= 0497. It combines the “load of bricks” (ll) 

from the former and big(A) from the latter, and will mean big servant. In the present entry, 
man (4 ) and big servant combine to mean MANSERVANT. More commonly, this kanji is used 
by men as an informal first-person pronoun. s= 4 1359 


DEAL A BLOW OFF PEG 115<L45 bruise 1025, 1307 
HERE €<2> clubbing to death 0522 
FEI (F<H7> eradication, destruction 

OFABE $63 sumo wrestling 


KAZ S8SS5 professional sumo wrestling 
0033, 0682 














| The life of a sumo wrestler in many ways resembles that of a servant. He is forced to live in a 
“stable” under the control of his seniors and #277 (45°? 2»7c, stable master), who preempts 
any cash prizes the wrestler may win. Here visualize a sumo bout: the hand ( +) DEALS A BLOW 
to a big servant (34, sumo wrestler). «= € 1358 


STRIKE, slap OH =5&5 kowtow (kneel and bow until one’s 
forehead touches the floor) 0162 


OF—#IN< -ete< strike the keys (ofa 
keyboard) 

ay MS3AC *eeZe drive in, inculcate .....0192 

7 (2) MP XRT ASE smash, pulverize... 1178 

BBN < srt< blink, wink; flicker [cf. BE yo 


Images of a mouth before (1) and after ([J) being STRUCK (the one on the right has a split 
lower lip). 





























CUT DOWN 








ORGS tZoaurss lumber, fell, deforest 0989 
RAK i£21F< felling, cutting, logging. .....0028 
WK esig> secret felling of trees.......... 1304 















fE(% #¢v£> subjugation, conquest ......0868 
mt 4% £512 suppression (ofa rebellion)... 1023 

























e| Here man (4 ) and spear(2&) combine to mean CUT DOWN. Learn to recognize this character 
by how it differs from the much more common 4¥ 0071. See the additional stroke here as a 
violent slashing action, CUTTING the man DOWN like a tree. «= {& 0071 











La ve CLIQUE, clan UGK if2z< clan, clique... 0568 
Oba xvug> financial clique/combine, 
: ~ 7116-16) | re 0653 
: 55 “PAR a<ig> academicclique.............. 0099 
HR <Aig> military clique................ 0583 
| ene 

















FIGHT 








by 
Fetea(F) 








| The defining quality of CLIQUES and clans is their exclusivity, vividly represented here in a 
man’s getting cut down ({X) trying to pass through a gate (F"4). 





KEG ¢A5 battle, fight, combat.......... 0461 
48B WAS boxing... 1248 
Ops £525 fight, conflict....0.0.0.0.0...... 0972 


#0 LweAcd spring labor offensive .......0362 
ORF txm9 fight 











FY 169*| 0161) and the 3-centimeter guy ( 


EE 
i 


2847 


44 | 18 








2846 


4817 








DARK 


TY" 
PA 





Review £7 0150, which we took to mean not only SOUND but also the absence of light. Here 
FY 169| the standing man blocks the sun from passing through the gate (P4), so that it becomes 
DARK. Use the enclosing quality of F4 as a visual reminder of DARKNESS. 


Here we observe a FIGHT persion under a gate (F}) between the pea-sized guy (7, see 


I Pak (=A) darknight............. 0467 
HOR LA@eS pitch-darkness .......... 0838 
ORBTH aus black market... 0205 


RAAGYG ©4-e51x black-marketprice......0682 




















pep | ‘LEISURE 
2 
jy “QUIET 





. ny 











‘FAR DAZA leisure, inactivity.............. 0808 
1 PAH] @5mA% leisure season for farmers 


th sid bdtes mittat oe netnan niet oat ota Vaal 0511, 0486 
"RE maxes idle life, quiet retreat......... 0255 
ORR: mais quiet, tranquil........... 0978 


27PENLLZ LAMALLE quiet, still........ 0261 





ane 
5 169| LEISURE and QUIET inside. «= FA) 0449 





2837 
12 
"VEIN 











le y 7 
A, Pulse 
a [S47 








Here we look in through a park gate (P4}), behind which a peaceful tree (7X) bespeaks the 


OMHIR L546 artery oo. ccccceccceeees 0540 
TAHIR vada vein 0978 
‘LURK %Aaée< mountainrange............. 0037 
OXCHR Ade< context cc, 0101 
2 FIRTH a#e<id< pulse, pulsation ............. 1185 








hk ing =-v 7 is unique in this course. 


0860 
42110 





4 1 SECT, faction 








4 2 DISPATCH 
JN 








apcate _t 
1866. FA suggests the category body part. At the right, picture ramifying VEINS with blood PULSING 
FY 130| through them. Do not confuse the right-hand portion with JJ. 0202. Also, note that the read- 


ORI tig> clique, faction, coterie......... 1362 
TRUK ULwsid religious sect, denomination. ..0636 


TYRES S teeuds derive from, stem from 
eek ade Mtebet tits aalaule anctelt Meow atm in aa eked ae 1S, 0036 


QRS wats dispatch, send........ 1180 


2 IRE CAXvuaitA worker dispatching, 
temporary staffing ............... 0015, 0654, 1180 








In the previous entry we saw VEINS branching out. Here we can see streams of water(¥ ) 


85 | splitting off into different directions, symbolizing the emergence of SECTS or factions. M2 


0341 











SI 





DISPATCH derives from the idea of being sent off in a given direction from a central location. 


4") #A can opener 
BH) *ASe canned goods, canning. ..0515 
OX Si ®emA empty can 


JAtH SS AL boiler room; stokehold 
0127, 0253 





Behold a CAN. SI looks like an opened pull-tab top on a beverage CAN. 























12 





OBNF% 2555 shaking, trembling; restlessness, 
Cisquiet)..22 tae deed thet alge 0540 


OFS wna shake, vibrate, swing 












ay 
W(NS) O(S) D(C) H(4¢) 
D(FS) D(¥HS) DF HS) 


| feUROF wusIT shake up, wake by 
SNAKING sore, ss enter ooaztis oeeesutonceseles 0430 






















+ hand + *? claw + can (S8-12): visualize as a bartender’s two hands firmly holding a mixing 
can and SHAKING it. Note that when can appears with claw it loses its pull-tab top. 


POPULAR SONG, chant 













ORB 4A£5 folksong/ballad.............. 0477 
Hi £5.45 children’s song, nursery rhyme 
0537 












ay 
St 53) 






int & 
Daath m#£5%s< popular song......0827, 0503 
#9 3%3 recite, chant 















B| Here a claw(*”) keeps a beat on a can, while a mouth (part of @) chants the words (#) of a 
POPULAR SONG. 
















jaa ts (26a% far, faraway, remote 











avy 
tt (dy) 


AD SHOP longago 0359 
OFBANS soe far, far off along time ago; by far 
AIH < (éSatcse< farmore......... 0267 






i” (41£3 from afar, all the way 





















Here a claw loads cans onto a truck, to be transported somewhere FAR away. 


POTTERY 








Opggs &5% pottery, porcelain, chinaware...0295 
ZS £5tfu ceramicart....00... 0225 


| Kj. £525 potter, ceramist ................ 0108 








hy 


MD KIB Lamtcrx%e3 ceramic figurine 
slesite cod ach EMail desta th okt sani stacy en 0015, 0147 








_ Think of taking clay from the hills (5), then wrapping (7J) your hands around it to shape it 
into a can (1, i.e., a pot): POTTERY. 





















EE EE EE IEESOOS'SS=':= = rr 








° 3 SET FORTH, fay out OBERT ZS SALES state, set forth, declare, 

‘ OXPOUN ooo ecceeeeeeeeeeeeee 0994 
x. PBR S musATS state, express (one’s 

opinion).....0.000.. ee 0450 

q eae BRIA 5AUs5 petition, appeal.............. 0973 

BEI SS SAH DFS exhibit, display.....0718 

BRE BAL® apology... 1022 











“| In the remainder of this course you will learn a number of characters that incorporate 3& 0032 
EAST. The meaning EAST is not germane to these characters, so it is better to focus on the way 7X 
thoroughly penetrates H, and thereby associate the grapheme 5 with the meaning all the way 
through or all the way across. \n this entry, all the way through/across indicates a thorough 
description: SET FORTH/lay out. When you see this character, think of hiking to the top of the hills 
0493 | around the edge of town (§) to get the “lay of the land, a vantage point that SETS FORTH or lays 
“1411| out a panoramic view of (ie., a view extending all the way across) the surrounding area. e= fH 1374 











Pe 7 "BATTLE FORMATION ‘RHIZ LA battle formation.............. 0147 
‘ 2 CAMP "REZ C CAT battle array... 0067 

2 Ra CARLY camp, quarters................ 1243 

oy @i Hb LAS encampment, position......... 0187 

* 23BRESS tzULATS decamp, withdraw... 1091 














Here we observe a vehicle (H£) driving into the hills around the edge of town([5) to set up a 
strategic BATTLE FORMATION or CAMP. o& BR 1373 








4 FALL IN/INTO ASS wA OTS sink, fall, cave in....0519 


OBES S mAats fallin, cave in; surrender, 
Hallett 6s. Mien teith = Mati actiacks Matted hes 0793 


6 7.8 
meee RBA toma defect, fault, deficiency ......0277 
: Ow) Sag ‘ y x 
Ce BHW(S) BELW (NB) RIMAS Hetebvs fallinapit......... 0397 
KEMANSD veeBELUNS entrap a person 
0015 

















H Here we can visualize the act of FALLING INTO. From high atop the hills around the edge 

of town (|S), an invading force peers down (S4-5) into the ofd town (see |H 0771) to plan its 

raat attack. It is about to FALL INTO a trap (visualize it FALLING INTO the empty space in the mid- 
ae dle of JH). Think of the reading 5 5\ 4 (fa, fall into) as a combination of 454 (56 

HEA) @ fall) and -A4 (-\4, verbal suffix like “into” of “FALL INTO”). Think of A714 (BELLU 

| 0413 | %14)asa combination of HET (BEF, let fall, drop) and AW 4 (44, put in). 











PROSPER, rise OBE2 72% i~3035%S prosperous, thriving: 
brawny 


KERE tpdtte prosperity 

| R&38 «955A prosperity, good fortune....0584 
FARE 23663 prosperity, rise 

#2 tp5% protuberance, elevation 











is 





hill, in turn, represents not only geographic elevation, but also physical flourishing and 
material PROSPERITY. 4 life/be born suggests the youthful RISE to physical flourishing and 
PROSPERITY. o= [& 1377 
































" @ DESCEND, unload 








ke 34S x5%$% descend, fall, drop ....0040 
OPM wz onandafter, hereafter.......... 0066 
ORR) S as descend, alight, land 















a amy 
‘ B(VS) BUST) 84) 3(V) 


KES a4 discharge, unload 


ORD STHS HOHKHOTUS Itis raining 
EARa eats eerie tacan te ie ebeece kA etkennaeeaee 0154 
























PEAK, high mountain 





Learn to recognize the meaning of this kanji by how it differs from the previous entry (and 
vice versa). Here the lower-right portion is a proxy for 4E year, indicating the decline of old 
age and contrasting with 4E above. After rising to the heights of vigor and PROSPERITY (R), 
one in his later years may only DESCEND. «= BE 1376 









EWE Uwe main peak... 
Oil AtZ5 mountain range, series of 











2 mountain peaks... 0582 
‘ + BeaWE xv125135 highest peak; highest 
: nee authority 20. ccceceecree 0196, 0185 


WEIS adastvc along the ridges. ...0223 
WSS 4taD3% succession of peaks .....0354 













oe fF 0908 





Use the distinctive element =F as a cue for the meaning of the next four characters. Here 
visualize it as a path leading to the top of a high mountain (LL) PEAK (the crossing strokes 
depict a series of steps). As in the previous two entries, 2 represents the summit. 










OMBTS 1255e6FH encounter.......... 
O35 #3 meetwith, see, encounter 
3205(% suvure rendezvous, assignation 
0422 





RY 
% (5) 











AUSEW. Lutes, secret rendezvous... 1095 
























Borrowing the idea of “path” from the previous entry, see & as a path or line moving 
forward (3_) to MEET someone or something. Note that all four kanji incorporating 4 are 
pronounced % "7, This is another kanji that has not been officially simplified to 3_ (see xt 
1145). Remember, writing 3_ is always acceptable. 






ORE x08 sewing, tailoring.............. 
KEG TA w3C5tS suture, stitch (a wound) 








Ogg 5 %3 sew, stitch 


HEC RED &4<6em5 suture a wound 
Bee raced teint warned petals Seles ext Wt alt he 1307, 0019 














This character subsumes the previous entry MEET. However, seeing %# thread, we should 
simply take =F as a needle and stitches, for SEWING. 3_ might be interpreted as the needle’s 
forward motion, but in any case, learn to recognize SEWING from the combination of # and 














BEE, wasp 


Fels 45135 beekeeping, apiculture 
We# (5% revolt 
fX*% ign5e1¢5 worker bee 








IED EH (gb beehive 


KEICRISHS labicxans be stung byabee 
0935 











it insect transforms §'s needle and stitches into a wasp’s stinger and stripes. 


HONEY: nectar 


Owe (547 honey 
we 4146 honeybee 
{EB wa nectar 

















Recall > without fail (review 0549 if necessary). Let 6% suggest crowded, from the idea that 
everyone must crowd together under one roof(~'”), without fail. In this entry we thus have 
insects (42) crowded inside a confining structure, to represent bees in a HONEYcomb. = # 


2294, 3% 1383 


'CLOSE, dense, tight 
? SECRET 








ORE aoe density 

ER aov2% close, intimate 

“452% ura precision, accuracy, minuteness 
0976 


@si a> smuggling, contraband trade 0945 


23% XE] 4012032¢ illegal entry(intoa 
country) 0039, 0075 














(Continuing from the previous entry) Crowding (20%) inside a confined mountain (LL) shelter: 
CLOSE/dense/tight. M2 SECRET derives from the idea of holding a piece of information CLOSE 


to one’s chest. «= 3 1382 


SECRET 


OfY%% ua secret, mystery; privacy 
AH vv« secretary; treasured book ......0079 
RRM TS #<uss keep silent, keep secret 
0762 








#HE LAU mystery 


OL CABO S =zz3icvHs keep (something) to 
oneself 0056 
1 











One's rice (#) must be kept SECRET, without fail (>), w= ws 1894 








; EUROPE BRM 565 Europe... 0845 
Yr OBK a5-uy Europe and America ......... 0234 
ERR 454 Europe and Asia 0545 


ym PORK ttu.35 Western Europe; the Occident 





JERK (<5 Northern Europe, Scandinavia 0122 

















Recall EX. 0297 DIVIDE INTO SECTIONS/DISTRICTS. Here 2X indicates the Jack of such division. 
Jx, 16 | This we can easily associate with EUROPE, ever less divided since the advent of the European 


7 Union. 
ny 








0787 
| 8 
2 PIVOT MB $5£5% pivotal, cardinal.......... 0547 
3 O ; : 
FA F5U< pivot, axis... 0692 
yf FLBE] +3v<z< the Axis powers ...0692, 0075 
AY HKG $5%7> secret government affairs... 1383 
HAL 40345 pivot, center... 0035 











| Here visualize &X as a board attached to the tree (#) by a hinge. Now imagine turning [X left 
and right, like a hinged signboard, while # stays in place at one central point or PIVOT. 











ses BEAT, thrash Optsy a7 blow, beating 0.0.0... 1025 

¥ yu PRT S BI TTS beattodeath........ 0522 
OBS %#¢% beat, thrash 

ty RUS acurasd knockdown ......... 0941 

BO (B) HARRY tce<y side sweep, side blow ....0916 

















Here let % slash marks (see 4X 0522) suggest an image of violently BEATING/thrashing with 
gy 79 | a lance (52). 





ER +4 <UtS use liberally, order around 
0887 
OFCER #A<Le forerunner, pioneer 0134, 0107 
ORKItS ws gallop, dash 
Y4 BKIt EIS mt+#bS bustle about, run about 
DUIS) A (4) 0050 





PU AARH mcavss le dashing onto 
a departing train 0192, 1005, 0125 


Here we find slash marks (A) ona horse's hind. Picture a coachman DRIVING the horse 
forward with a violent crack of his whip. sa Bt 1389 




















EIEIO ae 


2 GALLOP, run ButtS is drive, ride 
- nH schize last-minute... 0114 


BLEEK A <4 rush around, exert oneself (for 
L “SOMEONES DENER)  sciisieninssiyevesnctences 1388 


F CHESS bz5TS treat, entertain, feast...0140 
td (4t4) OSBIER CLE reta2eT Ut [polite way of 

thanking someone for a meal or other hospitality] 
hoe 0140, 0501 


i Recall t& scorpion, first introduced at HE 0187. Here a horse, stung on the rear by a scorpion, 
breaks into a wild GALLOP. «= 5K 1388 






































aa CLAMOR OBBTF 438A NOISE... ccc. 0150 
=” BEX LV 45#3LL. clamorous, uproarious, 
¢ noisy 
os 5 + BRB) 255 disturbance, uproar; strife; 
YAY a7 BOM NOlieceeceice se cn eats eth tie ts 054 
x (2° ( . ; 

d uv S| SH) OBB< xb¢ make noise, be uproarious 

ue KEAX sexbxX uproar, racket, row ......0033 





| To raise a CLAMOR from the horse, dangle an insect (42) from your hand (XX) next to his 
rear. 








RISING SUN, morning sun WOH x<U risingsun..... oe. 0001 
HOHE 42025 rays of the morning/ising sun 
0137 





f | JST] aoa Asahi River; soiree in 
+37 Hokkaido prefecture).....0.0......0..0c00. 9022 
HXOD 








——— i 

#24 Behold the sun(H) coming up over the horizon: RISING SUN/morning sun. 7 appears 
mostly in personal and place names; the usual writing of 2 XO (morning sun) is BAH (see 
0145), «= H 1392 

















2571 
%,| 6 
; DAWN BY ait moming and evening, day ane 
: MIR ees ad atracct sehen See neristers 0265 
eo HX AI momand eve, dawn and dusk 1342 
me Jt. #AkA (morning of) New Year's Dy, 
Pa aiid sas tie end el teceetae Sat ele 0136 
——— O— HB. wroka once; forawhile.............. 0002 











4 The sun (A) coming up over the horizon: DAWN. The readings 7 ~ and FY sound like 
DAWN, es EL 1395, 7H 1391 





2119 





380 an) 














PROVIDED THAT; however 





OFAL REL provided that, on condition that, 
however, but, only 


{AL % x#U#* proviso.........0........ 0079 


| {HL4S% #L>% conditional............. 0064 





77 (L) 





KTM RES S (ALKA LAY 
KF SRC EET S, KELUOZIELZU Bob 
makes promises, but he does not keep them 
senek bins gue Seodnid ak ved atts 0170, 0307, 0499, 0055 














'BEAR ON SHOULDER 
2 UNDERTAKE, shoulder 





WY 
D(C) C%HRCD) 








}{ Used in writing the conditional conjunction {2L 772 L (PROVIDED THAT). We might 
think of a man (4 ) who was given the freedom to do whatever he pleased in the evening, 
PROVIDED he reported for duty promptly at dawn (H.). 


'FH22 Am stretcher. 
Te GAC acuemo< caryapalanquin/ 


portable shrine... 0862, 0506 
@H4FS £ALStS undertake, be in charge of 
ssiuiattanaiditiecadoosetnadtad Packercubie atdaiontsd 0141 





? 44H 34:4 burden, charge, responsibility 0829 
@B4EeGH5 waicaeices shoulder responsi- 
DUN IEY ccc sosandegnaaalutdawende vee ata 0831, 0372 



























| 





17 
biz (4) 








| The physical act of carrying something heavy on the shoulder, as a construction worker 
carries lumber, is not hard to see in this character for SHOULDERING. Take S8 as the thumb 
of a laborer’s hand, laid over his SHOULDER to grasp the stack of two-by-fours (H) he is 
SHOULDERING. 


PEICE ES U<pAlcéb*S spanning over 

SO MANY YEAS... ee 0470, 0117 
OMFUILAS! F540chH*S spanning over 

several kilometers. ...0.....0....00..0.0020.. 0309 












Neos 


In H. 1392 the bottom line represented the eastern horizon, where the sun appears at the 
beginning of the day. Here we add a second horizontal line, to indicate an arbitrary end point 
for a time period during which the sun (H) SPANS the distance between one horizontal line 
and the next. Try to think of it as a long distance/period. «= H. 1392, ‘ef 1398 





CONSTANT, permanent 


L — 





ay 











Off <5v43 constancy 
WARE 25xA fixed property.................. 0181 
THR x50» fixed star, sidereal............. 0755 
TERY zanv» established custom........... 0721 


MHA, 25%05 perpetuity, permanency... .0904 











&| Mind (>) + span (£1): let this suggest CONSTANCY of mood or temperament. Note, however, 
that this character does not refer to a mental state but merely the fact of being CONSTANT/ 
permanent. 





FENCE, wall SHIR wat fence, hedge 
OF FH ware stone wall 














# | Visualize an earthen (£) wall spanning (1) from the lower horizontal line to the upper 
horizontal line: FENCE/wall. «= 33% 2171, BE 1466 





PROCLAIM OBE #ATA. publicity, propaganda; 
advertisement 


| ‘BR +A%s5 missionary work 

HB AltA declaration, proclamation...0051 
RR #AtA declaration of war 
‘#4 A. proclamation, promulgation 0204 














©) To PROCLAIM is to announce something in public. Here we can think of span(E.) in the 


special sense of extending one’s message across a wide area, as to every house (77) in the 
land, in the manner of a television advertisement (see V1) or a house-by-house missionary 
campaign (see V2). «= ‘H. 1519, El. 1395 





CLAMOROUS MES (tAZ5& noisy, tumultuous 1390 
IL. #keUTLU noisy, clamorous 


PELL noisy, clamorous; carping, 
complaining 


O 


ay 
DEF (LW) CME(LW) 











(I) noisily uttering proclamations (‘&.): CLAMOROUS. 





ONE As quarrel 


FGNTHE 5.3FAm domestic quarrel 
0565, 1017, 1399 


—] EB gamgeu quarrelsome 1399, 0143 

















Review #£ 1012. Here, picture words blooming forth from the mouth (1) like flowers: NOISY. 
ox THE 1401 








SALIVA Ole ax saliva 
WESES ZS K&S spit out; despise 
JAE $71F counterfeit 























Review #£ 1004. Here, imagine SALIVA dangling (#2) down from the mouth (1). To remem- 
ber the kun-yomi, think of all the 2 (Z in a tuba-player’s mouthpiece. o= [HE 1400 








ee JAR, pot OWE HSB oil AN... eee eee. 0433 
—_ iH £821 pool beneath a waterfall.....0508 
ae OO funeraryurn.................. 0465 
[= © | 7224 A223 octopus pot; foxhole 
DIE 7: ARE tADIF spittoon, cuspidor 














Now we add a > (Z for our 212: a JAR (spittoon?) for our spit. Picture the military man (LE) 
aiming across the room to spit into this wide-bellied JAR/pot (resembling 42 0545). Note 

in the sample compounds that a spitting-pot is but one of many kinds of JARS or pots this 
‘Eo character can refer to. 


















+P Gol (=£018) 10 tsubo............. 
HOSE wow landarea oo... ee. 


TSUBO (about 3.3 square meters) 













A different kind of (Z is the unit for 3.3 square meters, intuitively referred to here by the 
combination “flat ($4) land (£)" (regardless of gradient, land for sale must be measured on a 
flat plane). If you don’t remember how to distinguish + 0334 and * 0335, now would bea 
good time to review. 













0248 
fad 
» | WATERSIDE OfmE zita lakeside... cece 0259 
lo a D HE aaa riverside.........0.0 ccc. 0818 
}HRE BItA edgeofapond.................. 0198 
WY FAJIHE axvamita the banks of the Asahi 
RIVED 2 cies ie, wise ner acai rode 1391, 0022 














Here we observe a rice field (EH) alongside a body of water. Half(=F) of the rice field is on 
FA 102| the WATERSIDE (the right-hand half, as pictured here). 


1060 





cake 





MULTITUDE FRE %ALe3 populace, the people 0477 


ORRDBL t..U05L25#7 popular novel, pulp 
fiction 0033, 0034, 1197 
BRB 585A publictelephone 
0089, 0155, 0053 
RBG Lesexvva House of Representatives 
0927, 0634 
TAYAGRE 7 xyHK2L05z< United States 
of America 0227, 0075 


The lower portion of this character resembles the right-hand portion of Hk 1366. Here, 


imagine blood (IflL) “multiplying” along many branching bloodlines, as a single ancestor 
proliferates into a vast MULTITUDE. 




















PHONETIC [i] APRA YE wld iroha, the Japanese syllabary 


1240 


© Hak icbe<u» Japan, Germany, and Italy; 
Japanese-German-ltalian 0001, 0346 


EEA 45u stationed in Italy 0367 

















Visualize —t as a three-fingered hand grasping a staff (S6). Here picture it using the staff to 
trace the katakana letter 7, which was in fact derived from this kanji. 4 is used to represent 
the sound 7 in kanji-based phonetic spellings, and as an abbreviation for Italy. «= #2 1407 





TRULER ©# <Auwe monarch, sovereign 

2 FAMILIAR TITLE ‘AL SALA tulerand subject 

3Y0U ‘Bat xaer& imperial reign; “Kimigayo” 
oy (title of Japanese national anthem) 0071 
Xm -¥ A 232 8F# vsn<a [familiar] Mr. Hirano 


0334, 0534 











OBO x4 [familiar] your 


(Continuing from the previous entry) The hand wields the staff of authority (S4); the mouth 
(1) issues official orders: RULER. = {7 1406 








GROUP, crowd, flock HERE <ALw3 crowd of people, multitude 1405 
#ESE <ALe> crowd, mob 

Off BE #2¢A. school of fish 
>= REDEEM oTWS isbaeor'oTHS bees are 
o(nS) DH) CS 05 (4S) eae 
ODN vovotn flock of sheep ......0490 














1 Here we observe a flock of sheep (32) following their ruler(#4, the shepherd, who holds a 
shepherd's staff): flock/crowd/GROUP. 

















OFGEB <A. counties; rural districts 
BBG] <A. county system 
#EYL “AWA counties and prefectures .... 0844 
GER aedxuA Myozaidistrict...0269,0795 














Ruler (#5) + town([8), This suggests the ruler of an area centered on a major town: a count. 
A count rules over a COUNTY. «= J 1410, #6 1411 





PHONETIC [na] OBAB *A® master, husband, patron, pro- 
tector; sir; donor 1392 


ABR toe althe] moment 


AAR #oeTS momentary, meet 
523, 0169 














It suffices to distinguish this character from the ones before and after it, and to note its use in 
VI, which you should practice writing out and pronouncing. «= &B 1409, #8 1411 





' STATE 38% tAizs federation, confederation, union 
658 


2 JAPAN 
1 BAER au4a5 ally, allied powers 


‘HEB £5185 eastern country, Oriental nation; 
I the Orient 003 


@H6 A SUA Japanese, fellow countryman 0015 
2 FRE (e5a< Japanese music 
Think of SI-4 as a fence or palisade. Together with [5 walls around the edge of town, this 


suggests the boundaries around the territory of an independent political entity, or STATE. M2 
is an extended meaning. «= Hf 1410, #b 1409 

















ORGSh z5a%e. suburbs, outskirts 
YER *XAZS suburbs, outskirts 0194 


BARRE KATSLSES cross-country race 
0849, 1204, 0140 

















Crossing ( oar the walls around the edge of fon ([5) takes you into ) the SUBURBS. Note that, 
except for #€ 0693, all kanji incorporating 2¢ follow its on reading, 2°. 








} : EFFECT Ose x5 effect, efficacy; result... 0599 





. BE x57 efficiency... 0752 
V4 a ¥ AN 525% effective, valid ........... 0400 
Se ‘ ; 
6 ay 3EBT SD (4025FH take effect, come into 
%(¢) TON COE 55 cect aulcees eanrtchg teen eag ahege et 0148 








OBB £<%< Itworks/is effective ...... 0285 








| Crossing/interchanging (28) + strengths (7J). Informed by the economic theory of compara- 
tive advantage, we can derive the idea of EFFECTIVENESS from the way this character implies 
“exchanging strength with strength,’ each individual doing what he or she does with the 
greatest EFFECT. 














'STRANGLE ORM SS x580F% strangle, hang.......0522 
1 as , - 
2WRING REA x5 uw» execution by hanging 
0157, 0722 
OBEROS <UeLHS strangle, wring the 
a4 neck 0157 
LIE(4) LOS) L(¥S4) @5E!) sUizy wet towel, steamed towel 
2HEERS 5%AeULIES wringa floorcioth 
0379, 0203 


| Imagine either end of a rope (#) looping around someone's neck and then crossing (20): 
STRANGLE; WRING. As a shortcut, visualize $11-12 as the two ends of the rope closing around 


the neck. Do not confuse #4 (LIZ 4, wring) with ##4 (LIE4, bind; see 0984), or FES 
(LIE4, squeeze, extract; see next entry). «= AX 1416 




















SQUEEZE, extract PEYHH x<# oil expression/extraction 
PESL <i milking 

| EYES S Ho2x<FS press, compress 
re OPEL TS a<Lwss exploit 


LIE (4) FEY COAL Y YY 2—-A LEVKETO 
ALY YYa—2 freshly squeezed orange 














{ Imagine you are trying to extract a painful splinter from your hand: first you saw (/F) a hole 
(7) in your hand (¥), then you SQUEEZE out the splinter. Now practice writing and distin- 
guishing the meanings of the three verbs listed at the end of the previous entry. 











; CREST RAL pHa family crest/badge............. 0219 
LEE BALD crestpattern. 0... 0501 

UR!) tAa0) figuredtextiles............. 1088 

EY PRL 144A ripple; stir, sensation........... 0598 

OF8®C Lea fingerprint... 0932 




















E@tG 4 Thread (#) + writing (SC): indicates the distinctive insignia “written” in thread on a flag, 
¥ 120| uniform, etc—a CREST. 0 $< 1414 


1194 
#10 








CHRYSANTHEMUM 3846 %om chrysanthemum 


BATE &<(cA% 5 chrysanthemum figure 
[doll] 0015, 0147 
¥}39 ox< wild chrysanthemum; aster....0534 
A38 Laee< white chrysanthemum 0076 
O85 DAG X<OZEA. imperial crest of the 
chrysanthemum 0862, 1416 
| The variety of CHRYSANTHEMUM most often seen in Japan is a large, tufty flower. In this kanji, 
AK represents the flower’s long, tightly gathered petals, while “J suggests its elephantine 
size, and ++ implies plant. Note that the chrysanthemum is used in the Japanese imperial 
Seal, and that the on reading + 7 is unique in this course. 




















EMPEROR af. Tus5 monarch, emperor 
BR STU emperor 
OME] tur empire, imperial 


FA MEER Tur<LwxX imperialism 
ADL * 0075, 0365, 0926 


WEL Tue imperial government 














}| Visualize the EMPEROR, wearing a special ceremonial belt (55-6) and cloth gown (IJ). 


os Hy 1232 





"CONCLUDE, contract OMifEt Z cuitoss conclude, contract. ..0516 
TIGHTEN "MRR or>< conclusion of a treaty 0170 
Of Y)!) Let) closing day, deadline; 
FA Closed, No Entrance [sign] 
2 ! 
L(¥S) L(Y) L (mS) -L() AV ERED S ~svbeLHS_ fasten one's belt 


-E(®) 2 ALU MES e&t/LES manage, control; 
superintend 








= Here let # cord represent the cords of the emperor (7i7)'s belt (S11-12). Now visualize the 





cords of his belt TIGHTENING, symbolic of the uncompromising restrictions on his public and 
private behavior. M2 contract/CONCLUDE is an extended meaning. 








é GIVE UP OFS %*5H% give up; resign oneself to 
2 gg BiH d%Se resignation, acceptance 
RHE TUwA realistic vision, resignation ...1128 
15 = 
4 FA 
HS65 (HS) 








1 





if p | Building on the previous entry, now visualize the emperor, weary of living under such tight 








constraints, announcing (3) his abdication: “I GIVE UP.” Now practice writing and distin- 
guishing the meanings of the last three entries. 





ENJOY, receive BETS £s5U0TFS enjoy, receive, be given 
0065 


PATS Xs503FS enjoy, possess 
Be ¥456< enjoyment 
ORE a25hA ageatdeath 














Means ENJOY in the sense of receiving something beneficial. Here we see the child (+) 
receive the benefit of some additional height (from = 0185). Now think of the hardships 
you suffered when you were small, and all the benefits you ENJOYED once you grew tall. As a 
grapheme, == will mean growing child. «= = 1423 





OUTER ENCLOSURE O4Fb#R au-m< outer enclosure; outline, contour 
026 


te 28 WAm< contour, outline, profile ......0944 


SREB vsaa< castle, fortress; castle walls, 
enclosure 














Here we observe the growing child (=) trying unsuccessfully to scale the walls around the 
edge of town ([5): OUTER ENCLOSURE. 











1 ‘INN, restaurant 12 tuts husband; master, host 0365 
: 2 T= EABA ctouemale< overbearing hus- 
=F ESO ere BANG can nent cuted 0365, béS1, 0076 
es JOR wecey inn, hotel... occ. 0569 
74 OFS W557 high-class restaurant, Japanese 
: VOSAUTANE. . 00... ceceececceceveecensenees 0758 
2-38 steer Futabatei [writer's nam 
0003 











e] 
eeu Maln aah oak uae a oelecaas 06 
Recall that J” 0437 depicts a T-shaped intersection, and that j= 0185 depicts a tall building. 4 
Now visualize in this character a tal! INN/restaurant situated at a T-shaped intersection. 
om = 1421 














1785 
1 a! Off ik TUL stop, halt; suspension ........... 
: {2H Tue stoppage (of avehicle) ....... 0125 
8 jf #227 curb'< suspension from school......0099 








NAO AA NxOT)~3Ce Dus stop 
(abbr. 78 AFB) cee 1170, 0249 








3 
on 54 2K TLe< suspension from office......1087 
n 




















ae INSECT OBB ZAb~5 insect 





Sadia tetas 2h". 0343 
Fy aes - > 
a PER CASOSH< entomology.....0343, 0099 
, a ; ELAR ZAMS (=2.5) seatangle, kelp... 0204 
5 me 














We now come to the beginning of a rather formidable snarl of fifteen or so intertwining look- 
alike characters. To untangle them all, we shall have to take care to review distinctions and 


similarities as we go. Here, visualize tt as a pair of INSECTS buzzing about on a sunny(H) 
day. x= 2 1427 








MIX, mixed up 1M ZAtto mixed-blood, racial mixture 0198 
KA ZAZS mixing, mixture 
OME ZA confusion, disorder, congestion 
03 





ay : 
#(US) -E(CU) E(8S) EES) iEEL ASA disorder, confusion, chaos... .0380 
Ea) OVS #£ee mix, blend, scramble 











», 


‘3 Now picture the insects (E&) MIXING (reproducing) in water (¥). 























4 ALL, everything, everyone HA mu.%< altogether, wholly; (not) at all 0021 
OBGHE mores nothing... ccc. 0048 
é FIRE x<a&Amurnv universal conscrip- 
7 nt HON 0. eos deiexcaan steve whee 0075, 0477, 0907 
i . 
pee AIT an 
OKC att all/everyone together 











| ] Take 4 asa variant of El (indicating one’s self), and the pair of seated people (LE) as a pair 
of one’s fellows. ALL three are gathered together. «= Fy 0124, E& 1425 








; 3 BLOCK CHARACTER STYLE OFF ures block [square] style used in wing 


or printing Chinese characters.............. 007 

















4 Refers to the BLOCK CHARACTER STYLE used in printing and non-cursive writing, in which 
all (#) characters are written with the regular straightness of a tree (#). Note that all three 
characters incorporating # follow its on reading, 7 4. 














#8 (13 380 














HARMONY Osta mvS43 harmony, melody 


BERR tua» humorous waka poem 














| All( 22) words (3) in agreement: HARMONY. 





'FLOOR, story = xa third floor 

7RANK, class OMEY muxza steps, flight of stairs 

2 Beh xAmv» grade, rank, step, stage 
ey) @Re 5B »u¥5 social stratum, class; tier 
2 (BE uur court, rank 














See [ as calling attention to the two levels in ¥ 1427: its upper bulge points to the upper 
FLOOR/story occupied by one’s two friends (Et); its lower bulge points to the lower FLOOR/ 
story occupied by one’s self (EI). M2 RANK/class is an extended meaning. «= BE 1431 


ORE Au His/Her/Your Majesty 


RKBBEF TAMSAv-» His Majesty the 
Emperor, His Imperial Majesty. ..0270, 0077, 0040 














As in the previous entry, let | suggest different levels. At the top we find a pair of seated 
people (EU), here representing the emperor and empress. Now picture their Highnesses 
descending the IMPERIAL PALACE STEPS toward the ground (=I). Learn to recognize this 
kanji and the ones before and after it by how they differ. «= [EH 1430, KE 1432 


OK zvv< continent 
RESE W<avy land troops 
BER W<<A army 
KH be<u< landing, alighting 


ME u<vs5 land, ground; shore; track and 
field 0041 














Review 5 0134. In the next few entries, the grapheme 2= draws our attention to the sub- 
strate of earth (-E) situated beneath JC's roots. We'll call it earth’s crust (not to be confused 
with =). To signify LAND (in the sense of “not the sea”), we take earth’s crust and add hills 
(B). The reading 1) 7 is unique in this course. e& BE 1438, BE 1431, HE 1433 











FRIENDLY, intimate 









OPE LAts< friendliness, amity, intimacy 0276 
Ba AIRE tF< reconciliation, peace 
mb HEC bot get along well 





4 RZ BEZU\Y toxvey friendly, intimate 
Co(EEW)* Go(o)* KIBO vssnec%n Hiroo[neigh- 
borhood] club/association............ 0238, 0488 

















This character represents the idea of intimate familiarity: an eye (EH) sees all the way down 
below the roots and into the earth’s crust (22): intimate/FRIENDLY, «= 1432 

























"POWER, force OSM waasurc< forcibly, with vigor... 0285 

2 CONDITION, trend "HH #uws< power, force, influence......0084 
[KS Seu. crowd, great number of .....0033 

“4 ° xuvttu» general trend 

WE5 (UY) 24934 waster state of things, situation ....0973 














ml —L 

22 earth’s crust and #L round together make #4 the round earth. This kanji illustrates the 
idea of POWER by showing 7J power carrying the whole round earth on its back. Associate 
M1 POWER with M2 CONDITION/trend via the idea of the current state of one’s strength. 
Now go back and peek at the old form of 2= 0225. «= 24 1435 











HEAT, hot fa2k 23%7 intense heat; high fever......0185 
9482 t21F5 ferventhope, earnest desire 1066 
BAIN i ta>h7e% ardent, fervent.......... 0719 
RY Off8% vs5ta2 passion, enthusiasm........ 0973 


HO (vy) Of —-E-— goua-E-— hot coffee 






















1 Below the round earth (ZA) a fire (1) burns: the earth’s HOT core. The reading 4% YY is unique 
in this course. = 34 1434, #4 1436, BL 1437 



























1 MATURE, ripe OFM sve<e unripe, immature; unskilled 

2 rare a et 
or FUFAL % RALO<LE mature, fully developed 

Thom ney ast ie tate WGN Sa dele Ped ee Races Se sin tare ee He gate 
BIAS S Lwdsve<FS become practiced (in) 
° TO I eS ee, tog Ta ert at 0420 

5 (NS ¥AGH Ue<Z compound word; phrase, idiom 
avYN nor Fed oie et ae a 0222 
__ {CANS 5ne ripen, mature 
keel be 








EE (growing child) and ZL (round) together make. A (well-rounded child). To this add a low 
flame (4), for tempering: MATURE. «= 2% 1435, 2 1437 

















se 9 PRIVATE SCHOOL HAE Uw¢b25 principal ofa private schoo! 0091 
7 #7E weet student ofa private school. . .0036 
- 3B (5U0< entering a private school... .0039 
JF. ‘ a7 |O3ERH#A au .c'vw< private school forthe study 
a OfEnglish 0. 0332, 0222 
co = WL% BA< Um<&0S< opena private school 0450 


















[437 Here <E shifts our attention to the place where the well-rounded child (3A) develops: PR | 
++ 32 | VATE SCHOOL. «= 24 1435, #4 1436 











IMPERIAL MAUSOLEUM, hill 





O FEE #05055 hill,hillock 0... 
BES Ws5tF imperialtomb................. 1340 
$2 45 imperial mausoleum .......... 0862 





— 


Yan 
BRE 


Veeco 











8 Only 2 distinguishes this kanji from B 1432, so focus on that. Imagine that emperors are 
i 170| buried with crossed legs (AX), just as the Egyptian pharaohs were buried with crossed arms. 

Thus a hill (B, ie, a tumulus) where one finds crossed legs buried beneath the roots (22) 
could only be an IMPERIAL MAUSOLEUM. «= BE 1432 











RHOMBUS ZEKE att: diamond shape, rhombus...0147 
O=% sv Mitsubishi [company name] 
0 





OL 














re : We know not to confuse this character with (= 1438 IMPERIAL MAUSOLEUM because it has 
no Ailf(B) under which to inter an emperor. We thus turn our attention to its shape—wide 
at the center and narrow at top and bottom—which suggests a RHOMBUS <>. 





BRILLIANT PERSON EX LwAsv’ genius 

Ove BE LwAlt> genius, hero 
4E3E LwAAG) talent, genius; gifted person 0332 
EH LeAeS brilliant boy, infant prodigy 0537 

















4 Review HE 0800. Here, we have a “sharply stimulating” (22) person (4 ): BRILLIANT PERSON. 
se FR 0800, YE 1441, FE 1176 




















INSTIGATE BYE *25~ instigation, incitement 
ORWET S LAF suggest, hint 
Cut z2MHF- instigate, egg on, incite 


4p psa DES ceetOat incite 
D2 a person to do something wrong 
TTOINT) 0015, 0546, 0080 














A mouth (L1) giving a sharp stimulus (22), that is, INSTIGATING someone to do something. 
c= (F 1440, BE 0800 


should be visible from here 


PAH zn12F# Thatisto be expected, You 
would think so 


TO BE EXPECTED TOCPORASBH rrpsaKrsuavE It 
0083 














s4 Originally this meant “notch of an arrow,’ but it is mainly used today to express the idea “TO 
BE EXPECTED.’ Recalling the ancient use of bamboo for keeping records and figures, picture 
the tongue (75) pronouncing a figure tallied on bamboo (**), indicating it as one’s estimate, 
as the EXPECTED figure. «= 2% 1443, 5 0579 


CHOPSTICKS O® siav chopsticks 
FRY! einge chopsticks for serving 
KE urge tongs 























Here a person (4) uses bamboo (** ) as an instrument for eating or serving: a pair of CHOP- 
STICKS. The final dot stroke, just above H, appears in #-based kanji that have not officially 
been simplified (including 84 and fifi, just below). As the variant forms indicate, you will also 
see these kanji written without this final stroke. «= 4 1442, 2% 0707 


HOT, summer heat heB t3L« fierce heat 
OBrh Us6e3 midsummer 

BA sto heat of summer 
OLB GL#L” sultry, sweltering 


HE OBX ee20H7% heatofhigh 
summer 0838, 0363 











| The HOT summer sun (H) scorches this hapless person (44). Alternatively, see an elder (*) 
being scorched between two HOT summer suns. Though the on-yomi of # 0107 is Y x, 
most kanji incorporating it on the bottom or right side (as here and in the following entries) 
are read 3 or 3, and all have the short vowel. «= 2% 0707, -& 1445 
















‘GOVERNMENT OFFICE 
SIGN ONE'S NAME 


















1B ituwsove policestation..... 
OW PGB Lsse5« fire station .......1289, 0174 
"BBA voc. tax office... 1195, 0687 
@2%, Use» signature, autograph... 0269 
2KATS KvUstS sign foranother 



















Review # 0417, where we added the meaning /aw for ™. Here see a person (#4) inside a 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE, such as a city office or police station. The “wide net of the Jaw’ cov- 
ers him; that is, he is under legal authority. For M2, note that SIGNING ONE’S NAME puts a 
person under legal obligation. «= 4% 1443, 2% 0707, 1444 

















HE5G Usz3 first streak of daylight, dawn...0137 


ORRL ORE wevvmaitigm dawnofanewera 
FR ee Le PPC EU Lee aR Lets ROE 0383, 0071 

















| Think of a government office (2) near where you live, such as a police station or fire station. 
Someone is on duty there around the clock—even when the sun (H)’s first rays shine upon 
it at DAWN, as depicted here. 












k 
BUSS) 





SRS S &FS stake, risk; bet, wager 
WEE cig gambling... 0983 

OX IKEITS tems bet money........ 0029 
R(T mu bet, wager 

WAIT 4E miter stakes, bet... 




















Here we observe a person (44) presenting money (H) as a WAGER. 


VARIOUS, all kinds of 






















BH Uzkd archipelago... 


RHA Us<A Ladies and Gentlemen, my friends, 
VOU sai cesennteceten Man githeante ance ars adie 1407 


O2#f] Lc various/all countries........... 0075 
#4 Lato various views/theories ....... 1197 
2HAKOD UsttA@M various, several, all, every 0671 








us fifi 1449 





| Words (3) + people (4%): let this combination suggest the VARIOUS languages people speak. 


PROFIT 





Fa 
E5(1FS) B3(MS) B5(i) 


























Of (TS 4514 profit, make (money) 


fii2°S #54 yield a profit, be profitable 

faa 'T £304 profit 

fe TE &517%< lucrative post............ 0518 
Kéfs'F 85650 large profit... 0033 


Visualize two persons (4 and 4) exchanging words (#) in negotiating a sweet deal: PROFIT. 


ce af 1448 


‘OUTSET, beginning 
2 LINE, thread (of events) 





va fa 
5 








"MB UstfA (=<6atFA) preface, foreword 0051 
TBR Lata (-6attA) beginning of hostilities 
0461 


2 HAH WuLs history, lineage 
@_ Fic Wovatc together; at the same time; in 
0002 


2.20% 208 umbilical cord 





BG Visualize the person (#4) reaching down and taking the near end of the thread (that is, its 


beginning or OUTSET), and then following the thread right down the LINE, like a detective 
following a thread of events. It helps to visualize S10 as the LINE or thread of events being 


followed. 


OLD MAN 


O45 4545 oldman 
RASS LS%LSS the revered old Mr. 
Shiromoto 1298, 0031 








3§ 1H #%t&6A Noh mask for old man char- 
01 








i Recall 44 wings. Ignore 2\’s meaning and instead visualize it as a weary OLD MAN spreading 
his angel wings (SI-2) as he prepares to fly up toward heaven. 





OLD WOMAN 


ON 451¢ old woman 


# BL 43LA grandmotherly solicitude 
0629, 0056 


PE xaix midwife 





a» 


\Fa* 





OPEXA HixHxA old woman, old wife, 
grandma 








| A woman (2Z) pounded many times by the waves (2) of aging: OLD WOMAN. As you begin 
this set of kanji that incorporate £ at the bottom, it would be a good idea to review the 
ones you have already seen: FE 0396 and ¥2 0547. w= 4 1453 











395 











1 2 FIGURE, appearance; posture 
‘ 
IN 


4 
a a DP fa 











#3 £5U face and figure, appearance... 1037 
O%34 Levy posture, position, poise, attitude 
1434 


RE Un figure, person; pose ............ 0893 
OWLS gered disappear........... 1289 
RIVET Ne vFHeT in pajamas 








Woman (2Z) + next /secondary (1K): visualize % as 


the “secondary” appearance of the 


#38 | woman, that is, her shadow cast across the floor. In this way let 7K visually represent the 





ARBITRARY 











outline of the woman’s form: her FIGURE or posture. es 222 1452 


AE Lv arbitrariness 
OA AY Luce arbitrary, as one pleases 
0151, 0169 





| Mind (-0)) + next/secondary (2X): let this suggest a 





RASH, outrageous 





~9 RY 








person who immediately follows through 


on whatever idea occurs to him: ARBITRARY. Note the slight difference between the top por- 
tions of this entry and the last one. We shall treat both forms as ¢X. 


OX 4A 4525 wild idea, paranoiac delusion 
0683 


EABFE $5%5L25 paranoia 
AZ &3A blind belief, credulity 0009 


ES ESA (-b3tFA) rash remark, thought: 
less words 0051 





ce FE 0547 





WILT, wither 


ORMAT 4S wLo<s% wither, waste away. ..0875 
RATE WLe<Ls3 atrophy 0875, 0618 
O24 w#2z wilt, wither, weaken 








y 
mA(S) LlE(C)* Lis(h4)* 
L&(BS)* 





Bra vsns wilt, wither lose heart 
#USD vevs wilt, shrivel 








Distinguished from 2 0396 by the extra grass (**) 
WILT visibly under the additional load. «= 2 0396 








piled on top of rice (AX), causing XZ to 


























WIFE ZF xv one’s wife and children, pone sarah 
OF avy husband and wife, Mr.and Mrs. 0565 
HA + PARGAE tusecavy Mr and Mrs. Mori 
Ben ———C*C« a gee me 0241, 0501, 0862, 0565 
BE yssau goodwife...... 0... 0285 

ie. OZ(c+ 4 sec+S marry(awoman) : 











TREMENDOUS, terrible 


| Review Hi 1017. Here, visualize a woman holding a broom: WIFE. 





OPBR wuxds ghastly, gruesome.......1239 

BeMi% tuvtoe horrifying, bone-chilling 1271 

OPE.» toFZv» tremendous, terrific; terrible, 
0172 





4 
Siu)" FACEEW)* FO)" 





ECW takvu tremendous, terrific; terrible, 
awful 
BEC AV? FIX eu? Pretty awesome, huh? 








Imagine a TREMENDOUS, terrible wife (3) who is as cold as ice (7). 





: ' CHAPTER; writing 
xr 2 BADGE 





184] Ls5< passage, chapter and verse.....0166 
O88 —B peywroved Chapter ........1191, 0002 


‘SH ALLS writing, composition, essay; 
DI OSC) 2 ects soe ciey at seen e tne was 0101 





= 


vay 





hi ALLS armband, arm badge ....... 0732 
24H ZALES crest, family insignia, coat of 
14 





1416 | 











PROCLAIM MERITS 


$) Imagine the sound (#) of a needle (+) (see $f 0556) bobbing in and out of a slave's 

forehead, marking him with a tattoo. This kanji ultimately derives from that barbaric act of 
inscribing a person with a distinguishing mark or BADGE, which later became associated 
with the idea of writing and, by extension, CHAPTER. «= ‘e 0537 


give public recognition 











ORBITS vs5Le5tS commend (officially) 
705 








Here visualize Z as a three-striped badge, like that worn by military officers of a certain 





| rank. The purpose of the three-striped badge, like any military decoration, is to PROCLAIM 
the officer's MERITS. See #4 1921 for an additional sample compound. Note that both kanji 


incorporating & follow its on reading, a7. 











HINDRANCE ORES Lsde'uy obstacle; (physical) disability 0413 


BRE xLsz5 malfunction, breakdown; hindrance, 
obstacle, accident 025 


Rei-f- Ls5U_ paperstiding door, shoji 


PRET HS L25t4 (ensure that an undesirable 
condition does not occur) guarantee, secure, 











ORE % xpz hinder, interfere with 
ear | 


A man in Colombia once operated a mobile library called the Biblioburro using two donkeys— 
Alfa and Beto. In this character, imagine Alfa and Beto trying to deliver the next chapter (#2) 
of a serial novel to an isolated village located on the other side of the hills (5). The hills 
present a HINDRANCE to the chapter’s progress. «= BH 1517 








"PUNGENT, spicy @32v. Su» pungent, hot; salty; dry (wine) 
?HARD, painful @ 26.» painful, bitter 

"HEAEW Lamu salty 

yy 227% LAS hardships, trials; labor, trouble 0405 
Ab (v») DH(vy)* @3¢44 LAIz3 patience, endurance 0664 














a 2 The poor standing man (3) undergoes the HARD and painful ordeal of standing directly on 





a needle (+) (note how this differs from = above). The pain he feels in his feet is compa- 
rable to the sharp pain we feel in our mouths when we eat PUNGENT or spicy foods. As a 
grapheme, 3 will generally go by the label pain. «= 3E 1470 


PRESIDE, manage OFBTS Lwarrss preside (over), super- 
0365 


ES Lwrduve president, chairman, leader 
0365, 0107 




















| The idea of PRESIDING (over) or managing is represented here in the act of keeping a roof 
(“>) over (i.e, managing) a situation that is inherently hard (=) on those involved. See 
expressions of protest coming from > but the roof keeping the situation under control. 


SHARP, bitter SERRE LAS Os sharp, biting 
OP BG z SObAL sharp, shrewd 


PERER SobAw highly capable person 
0732, 0219 

















A bundle (48) of spicy (>) hot peppers: SHARP. The reading 7‘ is unique in this course. 




















"WORD, phrase 
7 RESIGN 


Opeth GTA dictionary 
‘#3 ve dictionary 
1H LAU address, speech 








2 BERR ULs< resignation 


SHEDS puveeoys quitthe 
company 0226, 0314 








i. 


Here let = hard/painful suggest “difficult” Now, no movement humans make is so difficult as 
the movements of the tongue (75) in producing WORDS. After many years of such painstaking 
WORD-uttering, one naturally wants to RESIGN and rest one’s tongue in a quiet retirement. 


Of BE ULsse fence, wall; barrier 
Bae <A% partition, bulkhead; septum 1286 
SBE Us5% castle wall, rampart 1298 





De 





BER aaa wallpaper 


OB ROR xzLIZmH~ language barrier 
0051, 0605 








F) Take FE to mean criminal, represented by the idea of pain (>£) attempting to enter one’s 
home through a door (J) or other opening (C1) (be careful to distinguish this from #F 
above). In the present entry, we observe a criminal jumping over an earthen (=) WALL. 


ow She 2171, 3H 1397, BE 1467 


MAGNIFICENT JEWEL 


OSeREt: mae perfect, flawless 0633 











1 





(Continuing from the previous entry) Having scaled the wall, the criminal (##) immediately 
looks for the house gems (=k). Here he sets his sights on a MAGNIFICENT JEWEL. «= 8 1466 


HABIT, quirk 








A¥ 
gat 








PERE tue predisposition 

RE Le3« (bad) habit, habitual practice 0420 
ORB HE &<\% (=bS<#) bad habit, vice .... 0546 
PERE | ALeA& drinking habit ...0289, 0797 


OTE <acH way/habit of saying, one’s favorite 
phrase 0019 




















AVOID 





KT 


(FS) 











OBE OA refuge, shelter, evacuation ....0712 


RESET OwAIZLe evacuation site 
Loltg Bhai B Rati tenes Da ted petite tt ee 0712, 0445, 0249 


]RETS wuss evade, dodge, avoid...0050 
ANU] HE Sw inevitable......... 0049, 0814 
OFFS 414% avoid, evade 




















*GOOD FORTUNE 
?HAPPINESS 








ay 
Sop (uy) 6 Lab (Ab) 








9 | Here we send a criminal (fH) away on a truck (3_) so that we won't run into him anymore: 
AVOID. 





©32%8 23554 good fortune, good luck... ..0584 
ZF 1-25 great happiness; great fortune. ..0267 


ANZ ZS unhappiness; misfortune; 
bereavement .........000..00... cece 0049 


O32v.z Auvbue happy, blessed 


Os2 4 SEM Lasbte55. happy/fortunate 
010) 0565, 1017 














$4-8 are an abbreviated version of == sheep (therefore, the final two strokes do not repre- 


sent a needle, as in the preceding entries). We thus have the “land (=) of the sheep’ a place 


"CLOTHES 
2 SUBMIT 


of rolling green hills of GOOD FORTUNE and HAPPINESS. 3 32 1462 





‘ARH us< clothes, dress, clothing 

OPER £5.5< (Western) clothes 

@w MRSS x<s<FB conquer, overcome, 
1203 





W7 





subjugate 
24ENR #u.d< conquest, subjugation .......0868 
2IRGE 3<U3 obedience, submission .....0869 








| Here visualize 1 as two high shelves for storing one’s folded clothes (this shelfimage for 5 





| will prove useful again later). Take S5-6 as a coat rack, and $7-8 as the coats that hang from 


it. Now imagine a SUBMISSIVE partner putting away one’s CLOTHES on these apparatuses. 


we ¥h 1472 


"REPORT 
?REQUITE 


O+S#R 5185 information 
"HSS wsc<tS report, inform 
V3heE 34%5 news ofadeath 





RY 
L< (WS) O< (9) 





2 #4 (5L45 recompense, compensation 0323 
O@HrS w<us requite; reward 











Happiness (22) + coat rack ( kz ). Imagine a happy working woman or man returning home 
and handing their coat to their partner, who then hangs it on the coat rack (the idea to take 
from this image is that of reciprocal action). The two partners REPORT the day's news to each 
other, and REQUITE each other's love. «= Hl 1471 















‘EXECUTE, perform OBZ vs perform (duties), carry out 
2 SFIZE, hold fast to OBFFTS Loz3stS execute, carry out....0055 


7 BLS S XLIFS (=CLw3F%) adhere to, 
persistin. 2... 0260 


yy yay OHBTS LwsbecFS Losvects) be 














&(4) (emotionally) attached to; hold fast to .....0938 
2 $4 Led tenacity of purpose, vindictive- 











OS So dc Aha a hor ae ac dado date tered 0230 








s Happiness (32) + round (AL): here we might imagine a scene in which an eager child happily 
SEIZES a round ball. Connect this with Mi by thinking of performing or EXECUTING the seiz- 
ing action. 











SINCERE 





Oz LAL# sincere, earnest............. 

















To seize (#1) a person’s hand (>) in a handshake is a sign of SINCERITY. 









‘ATTAIN, reach; deliver OKT S Aovwss attain, achieve, 


2 PLURAL SUFFIX accomplish dda eye A acdtsabes asp aie Weare taba oo tyaer ON a 00 
VACH# tuto delivery... 0799 


13294 t0%F% attain, reach; deliver (orders) 
ees ORE peCLAB WO ooo cccccccccee. 0237 
2? K3E Lb friend(s)... co... 




























# | We continue with happy (24), but now give the sheep (=) its full allotment of three hori- 
zontal strokes. Here, think of how happy a truck (3_) driver feels when he finally reaches/ 
ATTAINS his destination. The secondary meaning deliver can be thought of as “making 

(something) reach” its destination. se #% 1144 













‘me oe "CHEERFUL "BARR 35185 goodnews..0.... 1472 
5 2 CLEAR, bright THABA% 0.45% cheerful, bright; clean 
=? 1. , (Sdn) ik as ea! 0024 
= as @pAME 5L< readingaloud.................. 0355 
Ea (Ba) ORS AIF eatoatcnss laugh merrily, 
smile brightly... 0579 

















| A good (E) moon (J) is CLEAR and bright. Associate the image with MI CHEERFUL via the 
idea of brightness. 




















'BILLOW, large wave 
‘> 5 2ROAM, wander 








0 7 uy 
3, 








LLL SSISSSEESS'SS ser 


TRE (£45 waves, billows................... 0598 
"JB\GR 3343 wind and waves, heavy seas. .. 0425 
@38 A. 451cA. lordless samurai, ronin....... 0015 


23F IRA 545Le vagabond........... 0613, 0107 
2 HUI F 4 44544 roam about from place to 
DIAC oS eek Rea, ind an taut 1059 








0398 








TF 4 ‘\ <(n4) 











Stagnant water tends to be unclean. Thus “good” ( 64) water(¥ ) is water that does not stay in 
one place, but ROAMS/drifts about. The connection with M1 is that a BILLOW (a large wave) 
ROAMS across the water. The reading 12" sounds like ROAM. 


8/10 

: 1KINGDOM OF WU O83E] rz< Kingdom ofWu 0075 
4 \ re 2 GIVE; do for (someone) 
mo ot 


"A CA Wurteading of Chinese characters 


TRH C< dry goods; drapery ............. 1471 
@'24B <no give: do for(someone) 


2FiRoT RNA? Cotot<ns? Can you 
help M€? oo... cece 0046, 0223 





Refers to historical Chinese states in the region around modern Shanghai. For the purpose of 
reading Japanese, our main goal is to give this a grapheme meaning for use in the next two 
entries: visualize a person typing at a keyboard. Note that while J 2001 has no on-yomi, the 
others based on 5% are pronounced =. «= “5 0300 





ENJOYMENT 
























OPG3® ~5< amusement, pastime ........... 0302 
PRAT Co<euy amusement quarter 
an amet Ole Tantei Seah wee mi aed 0302, 0992 


PUEBE >5<L recreation room. ...0302, 0253 











MISTAKE 















- 


a 


DW InN HE(S) -HRE(S) 








Visualize a woman (4%) ENJOYING herself as she types at a keyboard (5%). 





OBS cau misunderstanding.............. 


#e¥ 515 misinformation, incorrect report 
147 


SRR a<c’ mistake, etror.................... 1221 
ORD w#*S make amistake, err 
BES wwrayPekS misspeak............ 0051 











Mistyping (=) a word (3): MISTAKE. 




















E48 55 wealth, richness 
Bl M5 rich farmer 
OB & (a3sve abundant, plentiful, rich. ..0513 





779 
E(L) t& 





OBE Le be rich; abound in 


BORE cao.sKsaise distribution of wealth 
0088, 0799 














SECONDARY, subordinate 








is Q Visualize £4 as a covered grain silo located next to a rice field. The present entry expresses 
the idea of wealth by putting an entire grain silo under one roof(**): RICH. 


ORIERD 3<x&5 side effect, reaction 0152, 0047 
BVM 3<bTe& secondary......0278, 0169 
fallz} 3<L adverb 
B= <5 subsidiary business 


BIZEW 3<sA.s by-product, sideline 
0191, 0172 








| Here we slice ( J ) the grain silo (&3)s original supply of grain into subordinate or SECONDARY 


as in fs) have the on reading 7 7. 





WIDTH, range 





D7 
tdlt 








portions. Note that the three kanji in which & appears at one side (rather than in the center, 


OFSNE LAS amplitude (of vibration) 
WIZ.» idtko%v wide, broad 
AWAIS Baldi sharply, by a wide margi 


n 
0033 





| Think of how WIDE a cloth (If) you would need to cover the entire grain silo (B34). 





FORTUNE 











#GFl] <i public welfare, prosperity 
BEF 3<uA gospel, good news 
BL La<s< blessing 
Oxe}8 & 23.3<e happy; blessed, fortunate 1470 
FRE 95<% rich, wealthy 





God (4) filling the grain silo (E34): good FORTUNE. 














BLESSEDNESS OFFAL aL welfare 














When God “remembered” Noah, He stopped the rains and promised never again to flood the 


» 


earth. In this way “God (%) + stop (1E)” signifies BLESSEDNESS. 


CALAMITY OFF m3< fortune and misfortune 
AAA HZA root of evil 

AK4AB tv flood disaster; drowning 
B48 <5” Yellow Peril 


‘644 «Az terrible disaster; crushing calamity 
1239 














148 a Review 34 0464. Unlike the previous entry, here God (#) does not stop (1k) but continues 





“piling it on” to the point of excess (Fu), causing a CALAMITY. Note that all characters incor- 
porating Id are pronounced 7. 


WHIRLPOOL i447 #65 maelstrom, vortex, whirlpool 0035 
Oj%% 44x eddy, whirlpool; coil 0458 
WARE mA spiral line 
4X 4A whirlpool design 

















7\ water(¥)+ excessive (181) (in this case, excessive energy): WHIRLPOOL. A shortcut is to see 








Hi as a pair of eddies. 


OSB aasit potlid 
SABES &X* scalloped; scalloped noodles 
0769 





“34 Le earthen pot 
YF 2-H yFa—%-~ stew pot/pan, skillet 
$80) %<& food served ina pot 0172 

















: Recalling the excessively tall stack of boxes in #41 0464, here visualize an excessively tall pile 
of metal (#) POTS and pans in one’s sink. 














‘ORCHID 
7HOLLAND 











"MBE szxcuseuss orchidology 
pi eSinne. Jp Ne addectenhinu td tants 1319, 1264, 0139 


2MWE] SAc< Holland... 0075 












Oi SA*< Dutch studies (Edo-era studies of 
Western texts brought by Dutch traders)...0099 
























| Memorize the reading 7 > for the next two entries, which differ only by ++ and #. With so 
few kanji pronounced 7 ~, it’s easy to associate 7 with HOLLAND (4 7 » % once written 
Ral Bd PE or FIBRE), and by extension with ORCHID. Remember that of these two kanji, the 
one with ++ (suggesting plant species) refers to ORCHID, and thus also to HOLLAND. 
















JAH x5c<54. advertisement column 
eden Tindale Bee ae rsa coke aes 0238, 0698 


AK— YH 2#-YSA sports section 








WI 
Y 





+ ARSb SAd UY margin. ie, 0266 
OZE#H <55A blankcolumn, blank.......... 0398 


RAICELA TS Satcxicests fillin the 
blank/column......................0... 0427, 0039 























rae 


Continuing from the previous entry) Here, # resembles a long newspaper COLUMN running 
along the side of a crowded page. 








OFF 2 Lovee moist, damp, wet 
O38|5 5345 be moistened, be wet; profit 
ARE “ewA profit 





Yay 
948(5) J4B(F) 34) 





FL. 53a0 moisture; profit; tastefulness 
WAZA 5340 eyes moistwith tears. ..0021 











on 112 ae 
any 
J a 





Lae s Review }r 0922. Here, picture trees lining either EDGE of a DEEP POOL. An image search for 
F376 LY AS 5, an imperial palace moat lined with cherry trees) will no doubt 


XK 85 | 


"7 


0547 


4] 12 


Here we look in through the gates (F"4) of the king (E's palace toward his garden. To keep 
his garden MOIST, the King fills luxuriant fountains and pools with water(¥ ). 





4 "EDGE 
DEEP POOL 








‘HR ZAA origin, inception ............. 0209 


2 RISC EN COD Woesdssicace 
ntu'S Deep pools of water surround the 


imperial palace................... 0077, 0255, 0435 
2 ffi Oi] #1F5M.36 the depths of despair 
Beli dadabis cbbtanengubs som Chetan say eltee’ 1271, 1066 











turn up photos to help vivify the image. 














406 











"SLIDE 
? SMOOTH 


‘BIER o%3H runway.............. 0140, 0788 
O44 +2 slide, glide, slip 
Ee veAm lubricant, lubricating oil 





ay ay 
FA(4) BH(5%») 





sie dec ica salad gal a ead Poa eegie RUGE Obi aGleTada 1491, 0433 
@e% Ame smooth, harmonious ...0013 
23H DIS tebSalc smoothly 

















oe ‘FY 0465 


1 a PRACTICE, train 


TH92| Review “ 0465 if necessary. Here water (¥) slips and SLIDES SMOOTHLY along bone. 


Of8ih wu. practice, training, drill ......... 0254 
ABB wore trainingsuit.......... 0254, 0938 
SERAEHT seus dress rehearsal 





t >) 

43 A 
(ra 

is 





ot seaatdad euteehitele cyte odea de 0961, 0949, 0254 


OWE zou funny, jocular, humorous; 
laughable, ridiculous......00...0000.0000... 1493 














Chand FES (Coltwr), 


SHOULDER 
ene 





| For this character, you need only concern yourself with learning the compounds #8 4 (!}v> 


Of§# WALLS epaulet, shoulderstrap .....1459 
FR ICHEC petc@oe shoulder, bear......1394 
OS HE mez stiffshoulders........... 1351 





ay 
DTZ 





JBS* eae title, degree... 0079 








95.| 5 frames the top of this character the way the collarbone frames the top of the torso. Visu- 
alize $2-3 as the collarbone, $4 as the upper arm extending down from it, and H as the flesh 
protected underneath the SHOULDER. You might visualize SI as an epaulet. 





1703 
a | 8 








THREATEN 


OMFS xs5<FS threaten, intimidate 1182 


MK %4518<C25 intimidating letter 
Siyidenia ete nen pte te stele sto oe ase 1182, 0616 





Fan 
BUC (MT) SECT) BE(HT) 





+ ee x50» threat, menace................. 1150 
OBA +s svYHs threaten, menace 
Bmws> Hews threaten, intimidate; startle 











1811 
#4 (10 





Three powerful predators (4) THREATEN their prey. They regard it only as flesh (4). 


os i 1993 














ASSENT oO 


FE Z5TU affirmation, affirmative 
AEA c5TUTS affirmative 

















SET OF TWO, pair SUB 25ta bothshoulders................ 1495 


BUEVE 25200 twins 
OPA 25145 both sides/parties 
—RM v0%5 apair 
OF sez twins 














A pair of hands: SET OF TWO/pair. 

















INLET iT_E 25vs5 bank ofalargeriver.......... 0041 
OFT 232 general public, the world... 0259 
: OVE wx inlet, cove, creek... 0039 
a4 iLF 2 Edolformer name of Tokyo]. .....0248 
ia iLARHY ae vv Edo period (Japanese 
historical era, approx. 1600-1867) 
Die rattihna ate Auman ienin, eke m a, 0248, 0383, 0071 





| Visualize the water( ) flowing into the open space at the left side of -L, which graphically 
represents an indented seashore, or INLET. 








BAY: curve ¥SL1 »Ac5 bay entrance 


AL pase inside the bay 

ORR L5e¢25bA Tokyo Bay 
HLS ULAv@bA. Pearl Harbor 
A tvbaA Taiwan 














The next two kanji are similar in appearance and meaning. Use & and © to distinguish 
BAY (here) from PORT (below). To visualize BAY, let "3 suggest a bow-shaped curve in the 
coastline embracing the waters of the sea (the secondary meaning curve appears in the word 
YS HH [> AXx<, curvel). Note how J) shortens the old form. es ¥45 1501 





























YYS)q Z3bAxs< Port and Harbor Authority 
teat cae pa etapa ahah nin eth tee Nce hs Se 1500, 0256 
¥EL1 2525 harborentrance................ 0019 
OFM £525 airport... 0398 
ABTS 2w3z25TS enteraport......... 0039 
OVEN geeks porttown......0.0... 0439 




















SELECT 
B 
~ ahah OB vax election... 1247 
te 7? 2482 e5ea_ election to office; winning (a 
ry foftery ade et echoes ms tak ate tac O41 


Owe = go 
12 ya we rah 6 
> ~ 25(8) HES ZS select, choose 


: (Continuing from the previous entry) Recall how C. can mean wrap/roll up (see ‘C2, 0457 if : 


necessary). Here, it refers to the way in which ships are “wrapped up” together (&) inside 
the breakwaters (¥ ) of a PORT. Remember, bow (3) represents the curved outline of a BAY 
(7), whereas wrap up (C2) signals the full enclosure of a PORT. e #£ 0358, 7 1500 





36 &ALw player, representative athlete. ..0046 








MOUS z5vET select, pick out........ 0038 








L 





1 Here let =_ represent a shopping cart. To perceive the idea of SELECTING, visualize a pair of 
wrapped (3) items (packages) SELECTED from the shelves and placed together (#&) in the 
shopping cart. «= 2 0785 











SELECT OBRIS eAe<ts select, choose....... 1502 
FRING S xv“e<FS adopt, select......... 0989 


XBR— cLek<u either-or choice 
sande atislanSoaadaticter tua nogucal asus Pekan 0003, 0107, 0002 





V7 






























: ‘SWAMP. marsh “AIR Laedie< marsh, swamp... 
\'y 2 ABUNDANT OF xb6 marshyland oo... 0187 
‘ 1 BYR gash Nagasawa lsurnamel......... 0091 
lay @iRU #<sA large quantity, plenty......... 0037 
; J, Xb 2A wwAe< abundance, plenty.......... 1491 
| 


Review JX 0337 and §R 0339 (as with the latter, \ digger abbreviates 2 in the old forms 
of the next several entries). Here the digger must SELECT which hand (4) to shovel with. 




















Y signals that water gushes forth after the digger (FX) sinks his shovel into the earth: 
SWAMP. Associate this with M2 ABUNDANT by thinking of the water “overflowing.” The mean- 
ing SWAMP sounds a bit like “SX 4>-mpu/ «= 74 1105 














"TRANSLATE "HA &<ve translator 
2 SENSE, meaning OR r50< interpreting; interpreter 
‘TARR 62<%< literal translation 


V7 2ROPPSEWAR puobmseuce 
bit ‘£ words that make no sense... .0088, 0051, 0605 


BWR | Utt apology, excuse, explanation 

















meaning of foreign words to light. 





TELUCIDATE OWBAR »uLe< interpretation, explanation 0345 
2 RELEASE ‘YEAR 65L%< annotation, note, comment 0368 
ORB Ledias release, discharge, acquittal 0574 


Yx7 24RARS S (¥L¥<FS let (a prisoner) out on bail 
0646 














Review # 0299. Here, imagine the digger (JX) unearthing and RELEASING a buried cache of 
crudely tied rice bundles. Link this with M2 ELUCIDATE via the idea of RELEASING clarifying 
details. 








OB BY stt2 construction, laying 
O®< L& lay, spread; construct 

Ag AE BEX SEALS make abed...0204, 0649 
fe 8X Ux mansion, residence; residential lot 





7 
LX) -L(&) 











we can visualize the rod-holding hand (AZ) LAYING a large mixing cauldron upon the shoul- 
ders of this small person (Fi). «= 38 0575, 1509 





Off =3#A proud, arrogant 











lL. 


F) Take #X as an abbreviated version of the previous entry, then visualize the small person (77) 
PROUDLY carrying the load /aid upon him. Let 7 therefore suggest manly PRIDE. This kanji 
mostly appears in V1, so focus your efforts on learning that compound. «= ff 1353, HK 0575 














LUXURY 











ORR #uz< luxury, extravagance 
iki #Ok<UA luxury item 
A wuce excess fat, flab 
BA eviFA redundancy, wordiness 





| Informed by the previous two entries, visualize laying heaps of money (A) upon the small 
person (7): LUXURY. «= 8X 1507 





"EXAMINE CAREFULLY 
?TRY 











Og¢3% LAX deliberation, careful consideration 


‘EF LAI£A (=LAI£A) refereeing, judgment; 
referee, umpire 0744 

2ERE TS LAVtS try, examine, inquire into 
0532 


2 32/8] LAA trial, hearing, interrogation. ..0452 
2 BEE (LULA jury 





ver ¥2 9639, # 0299 





FEUDAL DOMAIN 





IVNY 














‘ Review # 0299 WATCH. Here let “roof(“”) + watch” suggest a sentry or other official care- 
fully questioning a suspect in the privacy of an interrogation room: EXAMINE CAREFULLY. 





O#$= t¢4L» domain lord, daimyo ......... 0365 


FEE AH ie<itAcu eu (Japanese) feudal 
(1 1339, 0062, 0708 


DN HE waita (Edo-era feudal domain) 
Detastatae ee acs tatatethc meu tt at) cet a tek Nhe 1147, 1172 


¥E 1A) itaiz> clanship, clan favoritism .... 1362 


BEX ttuvzA abolition of the Edo-era feudal 
SYSLOM. seit ese latin Ge averted 0149 











} TURN OVER 
2RENDER IN ANOTHER FORM, translate 





1 RY 
DSMA(S) BORAT) 














In feudal Japan, each lord was allotted a DOMAIN endowed with an adequate supply of 
arable land (here represented by ++), water(¥), and armed men to watch over it (4). 


"MBS S izavvts change one’s mind...0151 
"EVAL BAAL suddenly.................. 0760 
OAS vsexs turn over; wave, flutter 

@gRTS wA<TS translate, render... 1505 
24S AHA adaptation.................. 0097 














Recall from # 0299 the idea of taking turns or rotating. With 24 here, we thus get an image 
of the “alternating” up and down motion of a bird’s wings: TURN OVER. With this image of 
Fag TURNING OVER we can easily associate the idea of RENDERING IN ANOTHER FORM, such as 
ae translating a document from one language into another. 


18 




















OFRIY ULs5 flight, soaring 
YSPAKE #458 sailplane, glider...1493, 0473 
OFS wits soar, fly 


yan IROFS cut soar, fly 
AMT(S) &(33) 














2 A winged (4) goat (=) taking off: SOAR. 





LOOK INTO, inspect #82 x4 inspection, investigation 


#E[H] A&A inquiry, hearing 
ad #r 55% investigation, inquiry, survey .0306 
OfR#E (tA inspection, examination, test... 1029 














14 | Picture climbing up the adder (1) into the tree (AX) to LOOK INTO something. 








ORB ZU taxes, taxation 
HAH &Z land tax 
AA MA tax exemption 
AA <5% tribute, annual tax 














| In ancient China LAND TAXES were paid in kind, such as in neatly bundled rice stalks (¥). The 
ladder (H.) suggests a progressive scale of taxation. Recall that kanji in which H. appears at 
the right are pronounced +7. «= #4 1516, #4 0682 





COARSE OMA Zé coarse, crude, humble ...0272 
FAB %4<% coarse, crude, bad 0546 
HLA tv coarse, rough, unpolished 0033 
y OFF WANT. aSvv8u< rough workmanship 

ant Be 0239, 0108 














:| Learn to recognize this kanji by how it differs from the previous entry. Compared to the neat rice 
bundle (#) used for LAND TAX, the “ordinary” rice bundle (#) in this kanji seems COARSE. 
ow FH 1515 











I SEES; ~"=—=— Ol a 


HAMPER, obstruct CHAS taut obstruct, check, impede, 
MAMET vases a otis ak Saree econ si 0413 

BHik €U obstruction, check, hindrance .. 0062 

BR RA% ItAt% steep (mountain pass), 

y PrecipitOUs ... 1031 

te (D) OWM*EML asetaize obstruct one’s way. .0158 

BREN eoss5eist: hinder/check 
the growth of (plants)................. 0070, 0091 





i 




















M Visualize climbing the ladder (_H.) to see over the top of the hills (B), which HAMPER (i.e, 
obstruct) the view. «= Pe 1461 








OFS zirx sniping... 
= OF85 #55 aimat 





na FH taser aim 
y FAVES 15056 sniping 1026 


; || ee 


F| An ambitious dog(3 ) who AIMS to climb the social fadder(F.). 


























0304 
| 8 
1 RIGHT, suitable, good, all right OBE XA convenience, facility........... 0890 
> RFE Ux righttime/occasion............... 0383 
+ OLUY £BUt» all right, OK 
er 3 bLELIAIE... ELSLIIHIE... Ifyou 
: a LA(LY)* EA(LE)* 5 DSc cene mnt: See 
ALC BIEA PE £aL<KB DAAC SU 
Please give my best regards ........... 0223, 0040 











9 Climbing a fadder (H.) is the RIGHT/most suitable method for getting on top of a roof(“”). 
cS 1398 














1909 
8 
aus 'TATAMI, straw mat VERO tt&ALAOA straw-matted 
Ea Saale FOOM eee eeseceecee 1507, 0068, 0252 
BER tteaaa refacing tatami mats.....1167 
_ ~ OBE OME kvxsdAO<% 4.5-mat room 
. Mae ee og eS” ee edly 0006, 0335, 6068, 0252 
is Reie(G) RECA)- REA @B0 ret fold up; shut 
2B AMS taut folding chair....1332, 009% 











| Visualize FH as four adjoining TATAMI MATS. To save space when storing, we FOLD them UP 
in a ladder (H.)-like stack. 














"SHELL VEARE 236 shell, carapace 
2FIRST IN A SERIES TEAR AISA (=235IdA) deck 
© cmz5 back ofthe hand 


ay yy Ae TERS 252.584. ancient inscriptions of 
Chinese characters on oracle bones and 
carapaces 0465, 0101 


2 FARE 25Uw first class, grade A 

















am Ls 
Visualize H as a protective SHELL (S5 provides a vertical dimension so that we can see the 
SHELL as being “on top,’ where it can cover underlying soft tissue). Now if you memorize V3, 
you will know this kanji like the back of your hand. For M2 FIRST IN A SERIES, see the note at 
Fy 1523, cw FH 0315, HH 0432 


SECOND IN A SERIES ZA s2Lw second class, grade B 0544 


FALG 5&7 AandB, the formerandthe 
152 





ZK sew virgin, maiden 
GREE seH~* Virgo [constellation] 











: By visualizing this as an oddly written numeral 2, it is easy to remember the meaning SECOND 








IN A SERIES. Just as this character roughly approximates the numeral 2, its pronunciation 
vaguely resembles the word “two”: 4°”. No other kanji in this course has the reading 4°”. 
0 Z 1805 


THIRD IN A SERIES FR#B AvsLw third class, gradeC............ 0544 





1 fe 
" OZ A 258041) first, second, and third; 
, A,B, and Co... cece 1521, 1522 
“4 | 





2920 














We have seen this form before, inside 3 0617. By itself it is the kanji for THIRD IN A SERIES. 
In the context of a series, we can remember that AY represents the THIRD element by 
discerning a downward-facing numeral 3 in the lower portion. Similarly, we can discern a 
numeral 2 in and a numeral 1 inside FF, Practice writing and saying V2. «= FY 0215 


'CHARACTER © A #4 wens character, personality 
2 STATUS ‘HUA auvenS relation, terms 
3HANDLE, grip; shaft 
Mie 

“4 

BH 2. 








= 




















FA here works like a device to measure the tree (#')’s CHARACTER and STATUS. The top of Ai 
(S5 here) is used to measure the tree’s height (that is, its stature or STATUS). The rest of Al 
(Ay, inside) measures what the tree has inside (that is, its CHARACTER). M3 HANDLE is easily 
recognized in $5. 










2 





fan 


2651 


au 


cm || 8 


PUSH, press (down) 





a 
BF) B(L)- Blo)- 





B(S24) 












FHENS S HSu-AFS seal, affixaseal......0231 
OF s+ push, press (down) 

OBL %5U05 seizure, confiscation......... 1155 
#248 wea pushing: support, backing 0114 
X24 #424 press down, hold down 














needs to press it down: PUSH. «= #1 1526 


DRAW OUT, pull 


Learn the next two entries by how they differ. Here, H has risen too high, so the hand (¥) 

















FLATS be35Le0F extract, abstract, educe 
0038 


OfH8E bweeA. drawing of lots, lottery 
HHS 605L25T% abstract 








(Continuing from the previous entry) Here, H has dropped too low, so the hand needs to 


pull it up: DRAW OUT. oe #4 1525 





8 LOOK FOR 


L 





a va 


SH(F) 








Of84 25% criminal investigation, search... 1514 


FRAAB Z5a12A.5 investigation headquar- 
COPS ies ea ie actitegies acaturan « 1514, 0031, 0068 


{B48 13<45 searching far and wide........ 0983 
OPS aay look for 
HEL pAposwL treasure hunt............ 0074 














Here you can n visualize LOOKING FOR an object in the dark with the dim light of a torch. With 


us FH 1597 


"DELIVER 
*REACH 





pee CIS) LECH) LEQ) 








your left hand ( +) you feel for the object; with your right hand (3{) you carry a torch (FA). 





ORBITS ees deliver, give notice 
‘BITE Lewax destination, address .....0134 


'RIEU tovxcee notification of absence 


so ARM etait etiolated cele 0277, 0279 
@iR< eee reach, arrive 


2FOFR<PY TOLe<EZS within one's reach 
0046, 0249 











Visualize HY as a DELIVERY person reaching up with one hand to knock on someone's door. 
M1 DELIVER and M2 REACH should not be thought of as separate meanings, but rather as 
transitive and intransitive senses of the same action. «= /Hj 1834, /& 0255 





‘SPACE 24H HE!) £3501) aerial stunts 
2MIDAIR 2 If) 4330 hanging in midair 
@ ik!) 405020 somersault 





Fay 











2¥ | Try to see this as the lid of a box flying into MIDAIR. Visualize EH as a box with a rod that 





rises up from the inside and pushes the “roof” (~”, i-e., lid) of the box into MIDAIR, in the 
same way that a rocket sends a spacecraft into SPACE. See “f= 1542 for compounds using M1. 


FLUTE; whistle BU i<c% shepherd's pipe 
Vth 7% steam whistle 

ORF tuvcx alarm-whistle, horn 
REM £2.52. flute, fife 

OD <6:% whistle 

















| Inthe previous entry | asked you to visualize the central vertical stroke as a rod rising up out 
of a box. Here see it as air rising up through holes in a bamboo (** ) instrument—a FLUTE or 
whistle. 


SLEEVE HF Ladue having one’s arms folded in the 
sleeves of one’s gown 0046 


OHH @xzT long sleeves 
; OHH ZAzT short sleeves 
22? WAX THU sleeve length 
ZC ETH sleeve lengt 

















| % indicates clothing. Here visualize FH as a SLEEVE with a wrist poking out of it. «= # 1534 


OBR HES + pusAy+y wing-collared/ 
open-neck shirt 0450 
SRK “HE (44a) neckpiece[on a kimono] 
PRES aves scarf, muffler 
> \ * OFS IES aUeAET straighten oneself...0043 

















| Clothing (#) + prohibition (8): a priest’s COLLAR. The on-yomi follows # 0312 - v. Inter- 
changeable with the next entry. 








OMY +7 pusrrey wing-collared/ 
open-neck shirt 


>A 1gA2%8) neckpiece [ona kimono] 
ABS aise scarf, muffler 
OBLIES AVELEF straighten oneself, ..0043 














Le 


the back of a man’s neck (we’ re looking at him from the side). Interchangeable with the 
previous entry. 





CUFF, hem OE 4255 hemlining 
PERRIS FH underskirt 
LE (SEHR) OF cuff, hem 
L#E 4% foot of amountain 
EEF +2 foot ofa mountain 














| #8 1531 depicts a SLEEVE with a wrist poking out of it. Here, visualize the rectangular shape in 
FP as the CUFF or hem at the end of a sleeve. «= 4H 1531 





SET (up), place O4%24% 2% setin position, install; set (a table); lay 
(a foundation) 


HEA S F221 install, equip, fit 0064 
4EZX $25% leaving (something) as it stands; 
0843 


: deferred savings 
F(RB) FHS) 422% taxa mealset before one; women’s 
1 





HED Dot tsOtboRSELT manwith 
plenty of guts 0864, 0092 


{ Here imagine the hand (+) SETTING something in place inside the residence (J). 
ow He 1536, 48 1537 




















GRASP, seize Of~6-F a<Uw handshake 
#2) #<Us< grasping power 
Ofe% ic#S grasp, seize 
Be YES USLeCXS makea fist 
548") sicx rice ball 





ceemas | 











1 Here imagine the hand (+) GRASPING/seizing an item in a small shop (}#). Remember, in 
the small shop the hand GRASPS (#2); in the residence it SETS (4). «= & 1535, 4av 1537 



















MAKE UNIFORM 





ky 
ZA(XRS) FAG) FAW) -CA(v) 

















OAS 2328 make uniform, arrange properly 
4819 245. be uniform/even, match; be complete, 
make a pair; assemble, be all present 
RACHHZS pe25K8 haveasuite of 
furniture... 0219, 0837 
ini ERA, %3vs3i& [sumo] stamping on the ring 
AITUINISON e220 055 2 Ponciateshs uray oages tecmte ae See 1326 
BELEN (toa<24v full array of masterpieces 
s deiaasttactins mes Saale sats Mhiacnlniead va gues cut 1176, 0152 





has not officially been standardized (as of this writin 
acceptable. os $& 1535, #2 1536 








STROKE, soothe 


P| Visualize the hand (¥) putting in order the items before (ill) it: MAKE UNIFORM. The head 
character is shown with the old form of H, reflecting the fact that this name-use list kanji 







g). Either way of writing the character is 






BRET S Hvs5FS caress, love dearly....0778 
OMe S #7 stroke, pet 
HECHT (tS 24S smooth down......0064 













\\ is (TH) 








HEC “Tar sloping shoulders......... 1495 




















ENTRUST 





‘—= WZ 








Here the hand (4) turns aches and pains to nothing (4): STROKE/soothe. 





OBATS! we<sS entrustwith, consign. ..0396 


feet GARR MSts. Acaincnutee eens 0063 
ERE TS tton<TS conspirewith........ 0516 


aCVAPT #<ULe day nursery.......... 0772, 0249 
aE “#<¥ entrust (a person with a thing) 









in this entry is of a person giving words (3) of instru 
unburden himself of (i.e., ENTRUST) a responsibility, 





DWELLING HOUSE 











Visualize “E as a person sitting on the floor with his arms outstretched, relaxing. The picture 


ction to a subordinate so that he can 
and then be at leisure. «= i€ 1541 








38 #<6 land for housing, residential land 


NMA dae Me Mi fiat Ria. See aah taint de seid thas 0187 
5 &f< yourhome, your house; you 

A vk< one’s house, one’s home........ 0081 

OEE Uwsk< housing, residence .......... 0366 


REH wr-<t5x search of the premises 
a ae ees acne ne eat 0219, 1527, 1514 











A person relaxing (=E) in the comfort of his home (“”): DWELLING HOUSE. «= =F 1542 





417 















APOLOGIZE 








12 a 
b(GS) d(C) 








OBO spu apology 
HROTS shuts apologize 
#04 bus apologize 
HOM buves letterofapology....... 0616 
MUS buce apology... 0051 


















UNIVERSE 


£1 Words (3) of APOLOGY delivered personally at the home (24) of the offended. e= 2€ 1539 

















OH 5605 universe, cosmos; (outer) space 


FHARITL 5603025U astronaut, 
cosmonaut...........0...... 1529, 0475, 0055, 0350 






















2 3 POTATO 
ee 








| Note how ¥ here differs from “E above. We can still picture it as a person spreading his 
arms widely, only now he is not seated but standing. Here we observe him gazing up at the 
roof(”"”) over the world (i.e., the firmament): UNIVERSE. «= 2 1540, “7° 0098 











YA YxAut potato, white potato 
FB SENS AAO, a cso cid yacetimoncsacreals 0531 
OE x AE pauid baked sweet potato 









component. 









‘LONGEVITY 
? CONGRATULATIONS 


+ With a slight variation in strokes we move from the cosmic to the most literally terrestrial. 
Here picture a rhizome spreading its roots widely inside the earth, under a grass (**) 
covering: POTATO. Practice identifying the meanings of these last two kanji from the variable 








Ya At 


Y CESS 


















' BF 6250 longlife,longevity........... 


OF GT wowed lifespan... 0232 

‘KH TAvw one's natural lifespan ........ 0270 

OMMEDI LARAMIE New Year's 
PTOCLINGS 2.0. ds Gow enadbd tte wt 0275, 0117 


HELPS tLeicxs make sushi...0820, 1536 









Shs | Here J’ outstretched arm holds a long rod (54), like an elderly man steadying himself on a 
staff. We add a crossing stroke to the staff for each stage of life completed (childhood, youth, 
and middle age), so that the staff represents the attainment of LONGEVITY. His attainment is 


cause for CONGRATULATIONS. 














CAST, mint 











SEZk 45TO iron casting 
O83 40525 casting, minting, coining ...0699 
OfFS wvB cast, mint 

HW we cast metal, casting 

4A) wast mold, cast, matrix, die 





| Giving a long-lived (4) shape to metal (#): CAST/mint. «= $% 1585 


INSCRIPTION 











| Etching one’s name (%) in metal (): INSCRIBE. 


‘MIRROR 
2 OPTICAL INSTRUMENT 


Fay 
DBA 











OFX wursta inscription 


Sat S huvets bearin mind; inscribe, 
engrave 0427 


RRS% Asus deep impression 
SEA sues brand name, brand 1524 


$4472 v5 engrave an inscription; call 
(itself) 10 





‘SEG %x3520» dressing table 


O82 BRZ macaic5o% be reflected ina mirror 
0329 


@ARSE wate (=<0°A%45) glasses, spectacles 1092 
2G F5AARED telescope 1066, 0857 
2 URS t5a°Ax45 binoculars.......1498, 1092 

















image: "MIRROR. M2 is an extended meaning. Distinguish the right half of this character from 


the two halves of ## 1204. 


‘BOUNDARY 
? SITUATION 





Fave 74 
XBW 








"3852 225m.» boundary, border 0612 
© xo%45 (national) border 0075 
38H mv border, boundary line; crisis ...0021 
235Hh 236 state, stage; field, ground .....0187 
2.03% LAxs5 frame of mind, mental ue 








| Suggests standing (12) in a high position from which a wide area (=1:) can be seen (S9-14). 
No doubt this originally referred to a border lookout (like one of the towers along the Great 
Wall), since this kanji means BOUNDARY. The kanji for BOUNDARIES can also signify SITUA- 
TION, in the sense of the circumstances that surround us. 








420 








‘RING 
? SURROUND 


OBRO pAvsdO ring-shaped, circular. ..0616 
"SEK PAULIEA beltline 0616, 0210 
1-38 vom link; part 





AY 





©2858 mAxe5 environment, surroundings, 
circumstances 


2 BRE MAM. surrounding seas 











E suggests gem or round object. Here we might imagine S10 as a RING, seen edgewise, 
=E 96 | resting on a velvet cloth stand (see Fl 0856) and covered by a protective netting (™). M2 is 
a logical extension of M1. 











kite t+ S HATS return, comehome...1018 


ARTA tumate returalive; baseball 
reach home plate 0036 








O} AAwA return, restoration, repayment 
Nhe ote SS apinsieied oes edciaben n ytinke oe Aesemane toh 037 
{A328 LadmA. repayment, reimbursement. .0323 
32) #An& completion of the traditional 
sexagenary cycle, sixtieth birthday ......... 0854 














SHIELD 





Yay 
eT 








RETURNING a ring (from the previous entry) to its sender. es #2 0857 


OF-JG wuwa contradiction.................. 0164 
AGT S eEvwerts be contradictory.....0164 
JR(CIRS #TICeES hidebehind ........... 0059 

OMAR SUBET backer... cece. 0114 














44 


iN 


‘ CIRCULATE 
5 7 
ae 








Picture this as a soldier sheltering himself underneath a SHIELD. 


ORE vwA*A. circulation, rotation; cycle. .1549 
MHEE WOAeUWAMA blood circulation 
Sabet ge Ashpilntbc nila oe ich ne MoO. & 0198, 0468, 1549 
FEQEER &<UeAMA vicious circle. ...0546, 1549 
FARBER uslwAwA business cycle 
Phe Sete Jaded eared tea aelaiitidten oa 1280, 0126, 1549 
VERRESEL vwAmAxd cardiology (department) 
Aer Man thane ncacteennte ttc nesta, 1549, 0295, 0759 








0530 
te | 12 





Since the shield (JE) cannot be penetrated, the only choice is to go (4 ) around it (S1-2 indicate 
a path around the top). Let this image of “going around” suggest the idea of CIRCULATING. 














MAKE THE ROUNDS, go around 





Yay 


DI) Ow(Y) 


a 












KA LwAX police, patrolman ............. 


MESS vwAsOFS patrol, make around of 
inspectiONnS .....0000 0... eee 0639 


ORL UeAte pilgrimage; pilgrim......... 0313 
ORS HES go around; tour 
MOXY BmH<y circulation of blood ...0198 
















53. Resembles one of those mobile signs used by highway maintenance crews in which a series 
of arrows ({{() flashes in sequence, directing traffic to go around. 








ye 
1£(4) 











©344 145 crawl onall fours, stay flat 
PUD ASE £OAl£e onall fours 0006 
GEW £cigu crawling sideways 0916 
YI ORE WHEL IED VIMItHHNeIES ivy 
crawls across the wall 0605, 1466 


HOSE EWA wbHStduryers climb out 
of the depths 1492, 0041 





Focus on how the strokes of & lie flat, keeping a low profile as they move forward (3_) along 





: RELAY 











the ground: CRAWL. As ever, 3_ may be replaced by 3_. 


OBZ TULA communications ............. 0063 
BEE TU*5 forwarding....0.000..00.0.... 0455 
HER Tu inorder, successively........... 0278 











At && 1553 | suggested you visualize {{{ as a set of flashing arrows. Here | suggest you visual- 


ize the parallel horizontal lines (S3-4) on this truck (3_)'s cargo as a sign directing us to keep 


c= ¥€ 1000 





BREATH 





Y ie the cargo moving forward on its way; i.e., to RELAY it forward on the next stage of its journey. 
. 







O.- B yevre breath; pause, rest; a little bit of 
CMO Sev cescecncis inieat ga ae nace 0002 


WOR tour sigh. 1171 
OF 2m 3%< rest, repose... cece. 0061 











YI 


8 ‘ ™~ wk 









iH Led%< (personal) news, movements; 
12 














|= ke Gar 7 Sea) | 0094 














Through the nose (Ei) and down to the heart (-L) passes the BREATH of life. Review EB 0081 
if the connection with nose is not clear. e= HE 1557, 5 1558, 5& 1560 











TAKE A REST CBT S apsiurss takearest 0061 
/\#8Usdttuy short rest, brief recess 0034 


ABE tC HES cicuzs takearest undera 
0028, 1317 





4h 


~ =(3 OB OH vz place for relaxation and 
ee RD) refreshment 0445 











7 oa one’s breath (4d) and taking refreshment for one’s tongue (7%): TAKE A REST. 
te je, 1556 











e ; NOSE OB uwea nasalsound..................... 0150 
=| HA cu noseandears o.oo... 0057 

; FAs 1868 nosebleed.........0.0000000..... 0198 
le 3B (teva snorting: temper; vigor......1556 

2 emt ide OL OK e5n(a% elephant’strunk......... 1277 











I) The character for NOSE starts with the grapheme nose (BE), to which is attached a head (HH), 
into which are inhaled two streams of air (#1), one through each nostril (ignore earlier mean- 
ings established for 1). se $& 0980, JG, 1556 














2362 
14 
OPEN HOLE OAFL ¥25 pore, stoma... 0126 
; BFL UTS nostrils. 1558 
: HEAL téuvsuvzd scupper(hole); osculum 
es A at Ne eRe tle meter atoy vents ed 0739, 0027 
$LF 25U Confucius oo... 0094 











3 pall 
Associate child (4) + sharp hook (L) with the predictable result of such a combination: OPEN 
HOLE. «= #L 0160 











0158 
| 4 
s BAD SMELL 4E 5% tL bodyodor.......00.0000... 0062 
. HE EL 4<Ud offensive odor, stench ....... 0546 
AZ Le>* offensive odor, stench......... 0126 
: ya (HAW xa reeking ofliquor.......... 0797 
€¥(y) XC) BO) KEY) KBAR V55e<av amateurish ...0132, 0015 














I | in the next five entries we should interpret X visually, although its semantic value big can 
reinforce each image. In all five, see X’s slanting strokes coming together into a vertex that 
points into the element above it. Here, we observe a (big) odor converging on one’s nose (A): 
BAD SMELL. «= fd, 1556, 6) 2245 














SMELL, sniff 


OIE a~5e< sense of smell 
WERKE AmSLAt» olfactory nerve...0316, 1257 
Oma< a smell, sniff 








WSS weed sniffout 


IRS 4't S w¥€hts sniff out; tell apart by 
0088 








BT | To the previous entry we add J to suggest the sensory perception of a bad smell (42), that 

















INNER PART, depths 






is, the act of SMELLING or sniffing. This character incorporates the old form of the previous 
entry, which is based on X rather than XK. " was not officially standardized to match §2. 
when it was added to the Joyo list. 


HLA #5¥ (<<*) secret principles, secrets, 
hidden mysteries..........00....0000000000. 0926 


ORL{F% aces depth, length.............. 0055 








a7 
BS 


BAGH as<iz molars, backteeth.............. 0674 


JABS s<ico7z3 the secluded recesses of 
NIKKO. 20.000 ee cece e eee 0001, 0137 


ORRE <x married lady, Mrs.; your wife. .0501 














2] Here visualize two blitzing columns converging on the INNER PART of a property, where the 
rice (AX) is stored. 


POINTY 






ORB ttAaLMe radical; acute, sharp ....1196 


ARAL #Av advance-guard point; advance 
detachment......000..0. ee 0907 








ty 
EAS) LAA) 


ORD ews (<EA#S) be pointed, be sharp; 
become irritated 





RY FF Ley sharp/irate voice.......... 0529 
Rots enofsitt pointy nose.......... 1558 





87 Here the slanting strokes of XX taper to a (small /}’) POINTY tip. Big at the base, but very 
small at the tip. This kanji is now often replaced in on-yomi compounds by 46 0134. 
os $i 1196 








THRUST: dash forward 





ZEN FS &71295F4 dash into, thrust into 
0039 


ORES Loigss break through; surmount; 
0596 








hy 
2(<) 


OXCOO aac a inal Alene, 
ZE9K &£ 7A abruptly, suddenly, unexpectedly 

sen fe sect watcha tae anata Sogo wo ep Rpt 0760 
HEE ZA&72 chimney, smokestack ........ 0768 





[OFR< >< thrust; push; poke; pierce 











7 Recall 7° hole. Now see 2K THRUSTING upward into the hole. = 3 1710 






























"CHOKE, plug up © & 52< suffocation, asphyxia... 
>t 2NITROGEN OF 52 nitrogen... 0132 
228(0W toms nitride... 0120, 0172 





FY 











| (Continuing from the previous entry) Now see 42 arriving at and plugging up/CHOKING OFF 
the hole in 7@. CHOKE relates in a meaningful way to M2 NITROGEN, whose gaseous form 
has been called the “lifeless air,” for in it flames expire and men suffocate. «= 24 0253 








OM #e5 theft larceny... 


7 GiBIE #okaxvy (charge of) theft, ao 
Mee ee 0741 














Mb imagine a thief cutting (4) a hole (7) in your bag to STEAL your valuables. 








COLLIDE HATA Lsz5e74F collide (with), crash 
SP. i (into); conflict/clash (with)...........0...... 1564 


f ; Off UxsiF% impact, shock, impulse .....1026 
, or iH) Ls5x5 impulse, urge................. 0540 
1 





yay 4 
FR PALS buffer. 











4 Review 47 0055. Here, imagine cars speeding down the two intersecting roads and COLLID- 
ING “heavily” (Hi) into each other. «= # 1268 









PLEDGE 








OSB (tue< contract, agreement.......... 
224% (1S<Ls contract document 


328% (we opportunity, chance............ 
O22% xz pledge, promise 






























| Here try to visualize the idea of a man’s fulfilling his PLEDGE to provide for his family. The 
(big) man carries a machete (7J, sword) over one shoulder and a growing plant (representing 
grain) over the other. «= 82 1569, 2 1701 














INGEST BAPE %oxTA coffee shop, tea house 
0603, 0347 


OBZ 222A smoking 
~ BAER aoaA¢% smoking section 0768, 0279 














(Continuing from the previous entry) After the man fulfills his pledge (32) by providing grain, 
a mouth (LJ) INGESTS it. «= 32 1568, #4 1570 


IMMACULATE RS evo clean, neat, pure 
AGA stow unclean, dirty, impure .....0049 
OBKE tone love of cleanliness, fastidiousness 





aD MUR % wwAtsoe purehearted, immaculate, 
WeXE (UY) innocent 
Oo \ o ; A . 
HAV waxku upright, sportsmanlike; manly, 
brave 











B From the growing plants the man gathered in 1568, we now produce IMMACULATE thread: 
take the raw growing plant at the top (S4-7), then scrape off the dirt with a knife (JJ) and 
rinse with water (¥ ) to produce IMMACULATE thread (#8), issuing from the bottom. 
ws FE 1575, $8 1576, BE 1569 


INSULT, disdain Off siFA words of insult 
#£% #%ES despise, disdain, hold in 
1 contempt, make light of 
OG) BERK aucuntewvcs formidable enemy 
0712, 1122 





7 
HRE(S) 




















i Calling (or considering) someone merely an everyman (48 every+ 4 man): INSULT/disdain. 





JAPANESE APRICOT, ume WEAK £0 A (=3e1ZPL)_ ume grove 0240 
OED (U5 (<2) rainy season (of early 
summer) 


HERG AAI ~>wastt end of the rainy season 
0154, 0024 





Offg-FL Su1zU pickled ume 
HEA 3% ume brandy 
A tree (4) for every (48) purpose, the umeis planted for its celebrated late-winter flowers but 


also for its fruit, which are used not only as fruit but also for pickles, sauce, liquor, and medi- 
cine. For its early summer ripening it gives its name to the East Asian rainy season (see V2). 









































4 REPENT, regret FER UTA regret, repentance............ 1217 
: ‘ OBES S zSmues be sony, regret, repent 
] Culm pT Es salah tenet i hE Mache See Pate Bla grag ted 0114 


1 PEW OLDS <w.H5HS repent, be penitent 
HA : sce spate N A Ral te tudaneRelad aid act ah 0429 
CWS) (CPB) CS (LO) 





PELULS <®L#x crying from vexation, tears 
Ls, Ge 0578 


[CREL VY <@LUy vexing, regrettable 


| Here think of 4%: every in the sense of “all possible.’ In this way let “heart (‘t) + all possible” 
suggest wholehearted REPENTANCE/regret. 























NIMBLE; alert HE UAT quickness, agility, alacrity....1143 
pe A OBR UAMAL sensitive 0327 
3 4 


oY Siw AvvuAe sharp, keen, sensitive. ..1196 
’ ev FEE LWoAUAG quick-witted............ 1440 
#x)bi UADA ability, capability............. 


: As in the previous entry, think of 4: every in the sense of “all possible” With AZ, we can 
imagine a striking action performed with the greatest possible agility: NIMBLE. 























7 THRIVE, be busy; numerous, manifold HATS tALs<tS breed, multiply. ...0841 
7 OMFS isrAaurss thrive, flourish...... 1245 

4S BRD taAvssts thrive, flourish.....1300 
$1C (tAlz5_ pressure of business, busyness 








F293) @51tA% busy farming season 
bs Meal aac Re hue nl atc! 0511, 0486 

|| As with % several entries back, we can visualize thread issuing forth as it is produced. Here 

a nimble (4X) spinner quickly produces large quantities of thread (FR), an intuitive image for 

the concepts THRIVE, be busy, numerous, and manifold. «= BX 2035, HF 1576, %& 1570 




















CONNECT, tie together OB nites connection, linking, contact 0582 
2 EF u.~5 dispute, contention (ofa legal 
" CASE) 2 Soinccleie Mete teiede ede Se Sow ache aatensits 0972 
y la ¥2 87 (4.105 mooring, anchorage ........ 1170 
“ y ~ 
OFFERS cteoee joinhands............. 0046 








Imagine tying the /ances (42) to the car (#4) with rope (#): CONNECT/tie together. This 
character is often replaced by 4 in on-yomi compounds. «© ¥% 1575, BE 1026, 3A 1570 

















































GROW THICK 


ORET SA tess grow thick, luxuriate... 1575 
OFS Lvs grow thick, be luxuriant 
BEA Lifa& thicket, brush 





oo 
LIF (4) 





FEW FED BULGS grow linatanty/ thie 


Ti AE ELELWS Yoshida Shigeru cae 
minister, 1946-47 and 1948-54) |... 0514, 0020 








Imagine using the blade at the end of this guided spear (JX) to slice your way through a 
thicket of tall grass (++): GROW THICK. 











BRIDGE BRAG To%49 ironbridge o.oo... 0564 
O*BHG x25 bridge building................ 1173 
FG %25%0< bridgepier.....0.000....... 0734 
a Fay OF) #6 (=89) #§) ZL suspension bridge 
9 BL, ii(‘(‘“‘“‘i eR TR ea EEN ee 0206, 2132 
FatS *asu Takahashilsurnamel ......... 0185 
L 








AK 75 


0991 


[16 





#3, like i=) 0185, means tall. in ancient China, as today, bridges were among the tallest struc- 
tures. The character they created for BRIDGE, then, implied a ta// structure made of wood (¥). 
Note that this character contains FZ, not XX; $5 must be written from right to left. 


RECTIFY 


OS iE %£5#0 correction, rectification.....0043 
GOT ribest rectify, reset 0839 
$88 25.35 moral reform 





|b 
Fay 
72 (4) 





OREO S ates straightena Pana. 
965 











Tall (#8) + arrow(2®). Here the arrow has been stretched tal! to make it as straight and narrow 


as possible: RECTIFY. 


MANUSCRIPT 








OMAR AZS manuscript, draft, copy.......0208 
fF; 5x5 payment fora manuscript ...0758 
WR F525 outline, draft 
that 4 €3525F% contribute (an article) 0517 
2 %<5 contribution (toa newspaper)... 1330 








Now we return to the more familiar form #5. Picture a fall sheet of rice(#) paper (a long 
scroll2), on which a MANUSCRIPT is written. Note that this entry ued the next one, following 
iy, have the on reading =2°7, while the two characters above with # are pronounced + 3 "7. 














STRIPE #345 Less striped pattern 
#55 L#5e zebra 

OmMBERE L&645 striped pattern 

ay He £ZU lateral stripes 

Lee Rite 7-TUK vertical stripes 

















: Again let tall (7&3) suggest long—in this case, a thread (#) running the length of a garment: 
pinSTRIPE. 





WRITING PAPER, label OfFSE UALA stationery, letter paper 
FASE £5+A stationery, blank pad 
{TE seta label, tag, adhesive note 
Wu; Uses prescription 

















| Imagine bamboo (** ) tags used for labeling one’s spears (~X,): WRITING PAPER/label. The 
traditional form 2 was retained when this kanji was added in 2010 to the official Joyo list; 
however, the spears portion had decades earlier been simplified to 3& in the entries that 
follow. Learn to recognize both versions interchangeably. 





1 LEAVE BEHIND, remain 13S XA balance, remainder 
2RUTHLESS Ope x4%45 overtime (work) 


OS mz remain, linger, stay; be left over; 
survive 


1583 M2 leave (behind); reserve, save; leave 
undone 


2582. XAICA cruelty, atrocity, brutality... 1095 


“| To organize this set of five characters based on the simplified form 3&, let it represent 
some kind of vehicle transporting a stack of cargo. See it as facing to the right, and picture 
the diagonal stroke (S9 here) as a ramp used for unloading various objects. Here it LEAVES 
BEHIND a dead body (47 ), RUTHLESSLY abandoning it to the elements. 





FY 
M2(4) DAF) 














SCAFFOLD ORFS XAIZL (landing) pier, jetty, wharf... 1578 
#3 *U% reviewing stand, box, gallery ... 1507 

















BA Here 3 unloads a tree (#, i.e., a log), depositing it upright in order to support a SCAFFOLD. 
Note the traditional forms of this whole series of characters based on e 














MONEY: coin, 0.01 yen monetary unit 





ty 
“ele 








BER AAA money, cash.................. 0029 
FESO &eAD penniless, moneyless.....0048 
OSES ALS publicbath................... D4s6 


AAT KAATUHA two yen fifty sen 
a caciny re bau eal ste % 0003, 0013, 0007, 0005 


















5B Here 2 unloads money ($), in the form of a long trail of coins: MONEY/coin. «= $4 1545 : 


PUT INTO ACTION 














OLRTS vokatsS putinto practice, 
implement....000 000 ee 0499 


FR totAT# practical 











Here 3 unloads a brave foot (#) soldier, who aims 
PUT INTO ACTION. 


SHALLOW 








his rifle forward as he steps into battle: 





Ove Ame. shallow sea 


(IR eAz< shallowness, superficiality, 
flimsiness 09 


iF AH < superficial knowledge 
OF) HAY shallow 








G7) Here a hose extends down the ramp, covering the street with a SHALLOW layer of water‘). 











oe 7 1588 





LEAK 


OWNSD ths [villeak (out) 
#5 #54 [vt] leak, divulge 
KRY) aeey leak 





nA ty 
(4) b(N4) B(6T) 





PBEHLSt vaoebss divulge a secret 
1384, 1383 














“| Visualize #2 as a person dragging a hose, and water 


‘ 


(Y) 


LEAKING from it. es 332 1587, 7 2006 








EEE ee 


1 : ‘VIGOROUS, robust Vipite %45%5% robust, strong, vigorous 0423 
\ 2 GRAND, heroic vise £5# 2 grand, magnificent, grandiose 
4 
ae 21tMize z5u0% grand, heroic............. 1271 
24448 25a grand scheme, heroic attempt 
Cn eg act Sand cath ue tal cy ay tin. nbtteg Seley gn 4 ane 1247 
fl 











24tFN% z5no% heroic, brave............. 











Review 4$ 0614 GENERAL OFFICER. In the present entry, we have wooden tablet (3) and 
military man (=I). Imagine a VIGOROUS military man GRANDLY and heroically carrying the 
wooden tablet entrusted to him by the general officer. Note the variant form of this and the 
AL next two entries. «= TK 0616 



































‘VILLA OIE x55 villa, country cottage 
: ? DIGNIFIED, solemn ‘UE 8425 mountainvilla....o..., 0037 
: : "HBLIE #umAts Seikaninn........ 0978, 1128 
mY = \OHE ME 452A solemn, sublime ......... 0810 
6 : 2FER% 25623% solemn, grave, impressive 
te cpncht co ugh stat boe Latte Cade eae calms eG 05 
cP 7 oa ‘3 . 
459) Grass (++) + grand (4): a stately country VILLA. Associate M2 DIGNIFIED with the same 
yh 140) image. 
He 
1954 
| 9 
ae. 5 "DRESS, disguise ©425 £45 dress oneself, wear; make up 
~ +t 2FIT OUT, equip OMR3e 0<Z5 dress, garments, attire ........ 1471 
; ‘ "REFS we5F disguise oneself.......0921 
‘ — (Ye ova @RAE KES armament. 0111 
fl LEK (5) 22212 236 equipment, device, installation 











Let “grand (1) clothing (4&)" suggest the idea of adorning oneself in a special way, such as 
# 145| to create a particular appearance (DRESSING up/disguising oneself), or to prepare oneself for 
we | a certain purpose, such as battle (FITTING oneself OUT/equipping oneself). se 42 0615, 4 


BE 0702 














2344 
Fe | 12 
7 DARK HLF Hue the other world, realm of the dead 
Le caitlin kas et aiin daca ented wis etc ace 1000 
4 
‘ SLAB utd meditation... 0683 
Ow = S. . . , 
= ff v.3< bliss in the next world, soul’s 
a ks AA 38D HEDOSE Sahat d ceapcestetnen hurd pags 4 
Zz? ‘’ FLY 4x50 divine protection.............. 1147 
ORF #250) providence, good luck ........ 0412 











sun (H) covered (*~) under six (7) layers: DARK. This character refers to darkness only in a 
metaphorical sense, and is used much less frequently than the next entry. «= #8 0913 





1810 


eit 














AEB ACS darkness 
OHE-S %ACS code, password 
| AEBS SALLIZATS PIN, code number 





0550, 0299, 0300 
Haus 2 &AXTS lea by heart, memorize 
0427 


TY 
gh (vy) 











Review = 0150 and fil] 1364. It is relatively easy to remember that Fé] means DARK, given 
the enclosing quality of fF". Similarly, H here signals that the character refers not to sound 
but to the absence of light: DARK. 








1 RHYME, melodious tone FFA BAWA phoneme... 0150 
HR’ BAWAR< phonology, phonetics 


2 
Re Lene cen enti be bebe erent es 0150, 0099 
r yy HAM VASA poetry, verse... oo, 0101 
H OBABA 5.4. alliteration, head rhyme......0162 
mS 


OfMBA xe<uA rhyme, end rhyme .......... 0734 














This character's meaning is suggested by the RHYMING on-yomi of its component parts: = 
0150 4/4 Y and & 0317 4 » Itis helpful to memorize the antonym pair V4 and V5. 





















; LOSS; disadvantage OFBAE BALD 1088.00. occcccccecesceeceee 0563 
) cr | SA tas damage,harm................ 0413 
’ ARCA tABvs5ItA unfavorable 
conditions.....0000.... ee 0119, 0118 
2 O85 4245 lose, damage 
me 225) -ZC(HS) TES) te 
} ~~ -£2 (3d) OFFA #t72%5 fail to see; misjudge ...0083 








Here a mistake committed by the hand (+) of an employee (A) results in a LOSS. 





0596 
13 





















CATCH, seize OFM taurus whaling ..0.0000 occ 
48 (zl [baseball] catcher............... 0046 
3 AH HHS AD *CeESRS catcha person by 
7 — x the sleeve eee 1531 
ye O fe . 
&(D24) E(BHHS) LS) eS “A @€eé% catchfish 0.00.2... 0492 
2A (ERB) DH(¥EB) WATERS ACAZ HERS arrest the 
culprit... 0735, 0015 





| See Fi asa fishing net: S4 here depicts the surface of a body of water, S9 a pole to hold the 
net underwater, Hj the netting, and S10 a fish leaping out of the water to avoid the net (dis- 
tinguish Hi from the (mixing) cauldron seen in Ef 0580, $1507, etc.). In the present entry, 
we see a hand (#) using a fishing net to CATCH fish. 0 $% 1597, 4 1602 











431 











INSERT 














OFBXF 4S £51cwdTS insert, put into .....0039 
FB7E 45m (-8Uie%) flower arrangement 0121 
Off sy insert 
$#L4Z 42 illustration (in a book) 
FRLAK sLa cutting: cuttage 





E if you look at the traditional form, it is easy to visualize a hand (+) INSERTING the narrow 


ox FH} 1596, #2 1527 





stem of a flower into a vase. Now transfer that image to the simplified modern form. 


#8363 S (36e3FS supplement, replenish, 
1056 


HAF S LL5tS compensate, indemnify 0323 





OF tat¢2 filling a vacancy; substitute, alternate 
02 


HBSS beFS assist, support, aid.......0642 


ORME omAeeexes make up fora fault 
0277, 1375 








| Fishing nets (FA) must be regularly mended. Here we SUPPLEMENT/replenish the fishing net 





SEASIDE, smail bay 


with cloth (%). Note that kanji with the phonetic component FH are read 7K. 


HAY %s<te winding coast/beach 
BL 35% sea breeze 
WA 35ue seaside dweller 








ii 35x village by the sea 


SHAPER 450184£3 Miura Peninsula 
(Kanagawa prefecture) 0004, 0335, 0341 








ee Picture a fishing net (FA) lying at the water (¥ )'s edge: SEASIDE/small bay. 





SUCKLE 


MFLS 4 ticestS suckle, nurse 0160 


On SLA 1212930. mammals, Mammalia 
0160, 0310 


DRFL EW iscw3e5.s> mammal 








0160, 0540, 0172 
G4 iu<ss suckle, nurse 








#) Picture a nursing mother covering her breast with a fishing net (Fi) and her baby opening its 


mouth (C4) to SUCKLE. 





























Ogg3e (25 paving 

‘$838 (X35 pavement, paved street 
@)ESi TAI shop, store 

| 288 Lice (=431%) old shop 

2 ARSHi 1gA1z head office, main shop 


| Here we observe a hut (4) where fishing nets (FA) are sold. Lots of them. Only fishing nets 





| and more fishing nets, covering everything, all over the SHOP. They even cover the hut’s dirt 


floor, as a kind of reticulated PAVEMENT, and indeed PAVE the dirt side street that leads to 


the SHOP. 


GRASP, clutch 


a? 
2A(O) D(EXRS) OA(ES) 





O#§ ome clutch, grasp, hold fast to 
TIARA rHHeS grab, seize; acquire, attain 
0059 


fA ome grip 
—j8A vetoes ahandful 


BVBI(CHHES cyppcomes clingtoa 
0206, 0592 








E Picture the hand (+) GRASPING the kingdom (El 





= 





0391 








3/10 










. yi Here visualize 1 pushing XE forward into action: HASTEN/urge. Note that both characters 
that incorporate 4£ in the phonetic position follow its on reading, 7 7. 





CATCH, grasp 


YF 
t£5 (24) 





), «= 9 1596 





O#§#2 (22< seizure, capture; apprehension; 
understanding ............0.....00..:.:0008 15% 
ORRZS Loz seize, capture; grasp, understand 
MURTHA SD wHeeSAS grasp the meaning 
vacuo ests aptefe cite nec dere kadaag octet de 0151, 0273 
FLAPTOREV’ Loae TSO» elusive, subtle 
0249, 0048 








F Recall the image of XE as a person with “high heels” to emphasize his FEET/legs (see 0044). 


Here, visualize a hand (¥) trying to CATCH & by the heel. The mnemonic image notwith- 
standing, #€ refers to apprehending ideas, not people; for the latter meaning, use FAH 1596. 


HASTEN, urge 


Y7 
Sta (4) 








Ofete + 4 4<LAFS promote, spur on, facilitate 
Psy te liaveg Maaskahiaahiadonatons nmoaancaaeiets 0191 


Jews #<eu» growth promotion............ 0070 


OREET (dot 0e5eHT accelerate 
development .......0.... ee 0148, 1475 


EBLE b030e5e0s calla person's 
attention (tO) 0.0.0.0... ee 0368, 0151 




































"BRUSH 








1% 45u- (writing or painting) brush.. 0487 















2 WRITING ‘iS gus paintbrush... 0176 

OF Sse brushtip.... 0134 
by ‘AES tAtAV- fountain pen....0018,0117 
HT OF ove writer ccc, 0107 

















Me) in & 0079 WRITE, the tip of the writing brush (32) was trimmed to accommodate the 
additional grapheme beneath it. Here (and in the entries that follow), it stretches right down 
to the tip. *” suggests a bamboo BRUSH for WRITING. 





HARBOR, ferry 























Oj tea tsunami, tidal wave ............ 


#4 I< 3755541 throughout the land, 
in every harbor and every bay............... 1599 


















as if it were a writing brush. 





‘LAW; commandment 
2RHYTHM, tone 


E Here picture 3 as a ferry’s rudder, writing a foamy wake across the water(¥ ) of the HARBOR, 





‘ 










OF 5: a oo | re 
'FAHE 21) order, discipline; regulation, law 
0624 








yy YF 








4 146% bx honesty, faithfulness, loyalty.....0928 
2488) 1x5 rhythm, rhythmic movement 0540 















CATCH A CRIMINAL 


z 4 suggests action, while 3 suggests the written rules that regulate it: LAW. M2 RHYTHM is 
a kind of LAW governing the arrangement of sounds. 





248 wav rhythm, meter, measure ..... a 








OR Avvae arrest, capture 00.0.0... 
SEHHIK *LMeU45 arrest warrant.....1596, 0616 














ml 














. — 
| s& combines three-fingered hand (=+ 





es BE 1611 








) with the five-stroke version of water (3). Visualize it 
as a hand spraying water from a hose. \n this entry, imagine a squad of riot officers riding in 
ona truck (3_) and subduing a gang of looters with water hoses: CATCH A CRIMINAL. 














ORT S wAvoss construct, build ....0520 
3238 WAS construction, building 0699 

OW. ZAt> erection, building [asa temple] 

oy a 0067 
O if en 

(CB) RC) PTC) E(O) JEW 2 4O building, structure 


MRE TOR tcputETou'a two-story 
house 0003, 1430, 0219 














i Let “writing brush (2) + stretch (%_)" suggest an architect’s drawing up plans for an expan- 
sion: BUILD. 0 4 1610 


ROBUST, healthy fEXEZ. Axe be well, be in good health 
0406 


0078 
mafet: %25Ae robust, healthy, strong.0423 





Wy 


$2 (VH) ERIE (it. (preservation of) health, sanitation 
0646 








Ofte pifk t2ememes healthy body 0062 

















1 Man (4 ) building G2) his body: ROBUST/healthy. «= 3 1609 


HEALTHY Of HE ATS health 
$257 GACS% healthy, well 
FERERRIR GACSIEIA health insurance 
1610, 0646, 1031 
HE L523 lull, respite, breathing spell (of 
peace) 0034 














Here a hand sprays water from a hose (#€) on the plants in a shelter (J ~, i.e., a greenhouse). 
Associate the image with HEALTHY growth. On that note, let me remind you that to keep 
healthy and strong the kanji expertise you already have, you should by this stage be spend- 
ing a good part of your study time reading. «& 3 1608, Jes 1612 


MEDIOCRE Opp £520. mediocre talent 


tA 0545 the (golden) mean, the middle 
h 0035 











a 1 








Shelter (I~) + writing brush (3) + moon/month (A): picture a student who practices cal- 
ligraphy in his room only once a month, and therefore never makes much progress: 
MEDIOCRE. «= 5 1611, BA 1613, Jef 1615 





















'PURGE ORT S Loceuss purge, clean up....0976 





7 HUSHED; solemnly TRIES S Lo<#uss regulate, enforce 

(discipline)... ee 0043 
: 2 #88 eu L@< silence, stillness ............ 0978 
Ya7 


2 BEBE WALW<% grave, solemn, austere 0810 
@#*L Lo<Lw<e in solemn silence 


















| Visualize a writer PURGING the ink from his writing brush (3) by inserting it into a container 
of rice (7X). The rice grains envelop the brush without making the slightest sound, and easily 
damp any vibrations it might make: HUSHED. One can hear the “HUSH” in the reading > =. 7. 
ue jeg 1612 





EMBROIDERY: brocade Offi] LLw3 embroidery 














Here imagine that the three-fingered hand (=+) holds a needle rather than a brush, and 
picture it using the thread (#) to stitch an eight-pointed rice design (7X): EMBROIDERY. 
ox WK 0848 





TANG DYNASTY Opf 8] £5625 Tang dynasty 
AER? X35L Tang poetry 


EEE WALSL Japanese envoys to Tang 
1180, 0887 





by 
DO FE-EF x5e5v red pepper 


OBFEE 545 Chinese style (design) 











| In this entry the writing brush (34) is trimmed to accommodate [-] mouth. The latter 
symbolizes formal oratory, an art that developed in conjunction with that of writing. The two 
arts, shown under a sheltering (J) roof, symbolize the great cultural flowering of the TANG 
DYNASTY (China, 618-907 CE). «= Ja 1612 

















SUGAR OPPHE weS sugar. cee 0678 
HHPE ue refined sugar, sugar refining 0976 
HE £358 sugarcontent......0000........ 0088 
bey RAE wed fruit sugar, fructose.............. 0599 
HERE e5 sugar-free... 0048 

















1 The technology of sugar refinement arrived to East Asia during the Tang dynasty. The charac- 
x 119| ter for SUGAR thus combines those for rice (#, here suggesting a white granular substance) 
and Tang dynasty JE). 


1281 


Eat 








APPLY MAKEUP 

















O{GBE (#L25¢% make up, put on makeup. ..0120 
{tHE im itlesua cosmetics 0120, 0301 


{CHES ttL23L2 powder room, lavatory 
0120, 0253 


0986, 0120 





Note the difference between E. 0186 and HE here. The latter is not a Joyo kanji, so we'll 
interpret it based on its parts, earth (=t:) and shelter(J"”), and picture an earthenware jar 
inside a potter's workshop. Imagine applying a layer of rice (#) powder to beautify the jar: 


APPLY MAKEUP. 


FOOD PROVISIONS 





Yay Uy 
DT 








O40#% Ls<ve3 provisions, food, foodstuffs 
02 


#238 1255 supply of provisions 
4He wWs5 clothing and food 
FEE U£543 army provisions 
Ot) O#8 zz4M#T nourishment for the mind/ 














Review = 0538. Here, picture a cargo of rice (#) PROVISIONS being loaded onto the per- 
son’s head. Compare the sample compounds with V3-5 of #} 0758. 


POWDER 











OPK AED powder 

FAR tus fine powder 

BB} #0. flour milling 
O/B} zoe (wheat) flour 
OF3E xae<Ty powdered medicine 


0034, 0131 
0303 








CONFUSED 





Tv 
EX(N4S) -E¥(h) EXT) 
EX(6HF) EX(HHLW) 








es 





| Picture 4} dividing (i.e., pulverizing) the rice at the left into rice flour: POWDER. 


YF ALS conflict, strife 
OBE BALD loss, misplacement 
$71.4 #¥HS be confused with, be mistaken 
for; be diverted from 
WOT (=Modbst) eet -kXShHs) divert, 
distract; beguile, evade 
OfF> DLV #¥SbLU» confusing, misleading, 
ambiguous 





: Here thread (#) suggests logical continuity or coherence. Picture 4} dividing the unified 
thread into various branches, creating CONFUSION. 








INQUIRE INTO 

















#4 3.A%05 complication, disorder, 
entanglement 


LAA &p5ebu» searching examination .....0024 
OM] 4364 cross-examination, arraignment 
0452 


1075 





{ S7-9 is a form we first saw back at 4 1155, where we visualized it as a receptacle. Here, visu- 
alize it as an apparatus for twisting threads (#) into rope. As we twist, we unify the threads 
into a coherent story line, like detectives reconstructing a “thread” of events. The image thus 
represents the act of INQUIRING INTO. In V1, it denotes twisting. 





AA 
Vv 








HARE Hutu’ essence, purity 

AEX %oFu@ truebor, pure, genuine 0036 

HERES tue lacking in polish; unromantic 
0048 


HEL vreeze stylish, smart, chic 











| 2" suggests “nine (JL) times ten (+), or ninety. After writing 4# a few times for practice, 
review #4 0976. Now whereas the term “quintessence” (or “fifth essence”) refers to a sub- 
stance distilled through five stages of refinement, the present entry suggests a still higher 
degree of refinement: a grain of rice (#) REFINED to the ninetieth essence! 


CRUSH UP 





HA 
<78(X) <78(1F) 





OBMET S sAawFS pulverize, shatter, crush 
1619 
BRET S tgauvsS crush, smash 
ERE ¥x<4» death for honor 
OPEC <#¢ crush, shatter 
PETS <#S be crushed; break down, buckle 














CRUSH UP a stone (A) into ninety (34) pieces. 


PEE ITS p<e0% frame, seta frame 0064 
ORR A <<a framework, frame 0264 
288 £¢b< window frame, sash 








FRE Wth< spool 
FEAL p<aeuv within the limits/framework. ..0215 











B) The logs of ninety (34) trees (4), all put together: FRAME. 








BECOME INTOXICATED OpRME atu anesthesia 

MERE suzeu. drunkenness, intoxication. ..0893 
Of £5 become intoxicated; feel sick 
ZA Meo9h9 kolfsd getdrunk 


k(5) ECW) HABE somku» hangover, morning after 
0003, 0001 

















Ninety (3%) bottles of liquor (i): BECOME INTOXICATED. 





WAKE UP, sober up OPP MEA) m<teurxes stimulant (drug) 0325, 1261 
MEME SZ tuveusS warn, awaken 0806 
BES xH% [vi] wake up 

ley, ””~<‘“—s~s™s™O””C~i‘(“ SBE eT [vt] wake up 

X(OS)* X(EF)* BE MEDS kuvxwsS soberup 


2 


Review 2. 0755 if necessary. A star (48, i.e., the sun) shining on you, after fiquor (#§): WAKE 
UP/sober up. 

















RECIPROCATE, recompense ORM 12505 remuneration, reward; pay... 1472 
IBA 45L65 response, reply; exchange... 0850 














Picture Mf here as a bottle of /iquor placed at one side of a sandbar-dotted river (JI), an 
appealing reward for whoever can cross it: RECIPROCATE/recompense. 





SEVERE, cruel BAH] ott. severe punishment 
Beer =<us5 severe criticism 
Ope Miz xAZ<& cruel, ruthless 

217 Bi =< severe heat 
OL (Vr)* Off. weer awful, terrible, severe 














Liquor(#) + accuse (#7): let this suggest cruel and SEVERE accusations spoken by a drunk 
person. 











COMMONPLACE, mediocre PUR % (A45% commonplace, mediocre, 
1612 





FLA (AULA ordinary person 
O32 Ruz AuwgAé common, ordinary......0334 
=F ALB xaveeane [baseball] three up, 
three down 0004, 0107, 1091 
4 Recall JL table/tablecioth. Here it appears by itself as a tablecloth with a single decorative 
mark on it ($3). As an object that is spread over a wide area (i.e., “widespread”), it came to 
denote the idea COMMONPLACE/mediocre. In 1. 1631 and iL 1632, it will signify spread 
widely. v= Ft 0667 














WEBI r-zasvy kite-flying 
ACM ABAA! petecwarS akite rises 
in the wind 0425, 1308 

















Be) A cloth (If) KITE flying in the wind (J \). To review the distinction between ) \ and JL, see 
Jal 0425. 





WL#E itA5 sailing 
OpLAS IZAtA (=lzSi%ta) sailing vessel, sailboat 
0669 


PEWS SIZAA motor-powered sailboat 
IVNY 0473, 0669 


(3 








id 


4 A cloth (I) spread widely (FL) to catch the wind: SAIL. 











OPA 1sAk30 general-purpose 
PLA ttanvy Pan-American 


VRw (£A4A. outline, general commentary 
0942 




















NY 


: Spread widely ( /L) across the surface of the water (¥ ), so as to reach and encompass every- 
one: PAN- (as in “Pan-Pacific’). «= 4 2119 








%£3'8> dinosaur 


£325 panic, scare, alarm 


$4 *s5Le<F% feel much obliged; 
oe regret; feel embarrassed 0875 





0. 7 é ; 
BE(NS) BE(B) BE(SLV) 7kiS wens fear; stand in awe 


RALY BESLU fearful: marvelous 

















| When it appears next to L (the | beam, representing construction), let }L suggest a carpenter's 
table. The thought of | beams, table saws, and other dangerous objects arouses FEAR in one’s 
heart (0). 











, FEARFUL OMT 23 fear 1633 
4 Offs zapuy fearful, scary; be afraid 
j ‘Hi. BA xbv\~s angry look, grim face ...0180 
7 RAH vveacbw be afraid of dogs ...0293 
ZhH(V) CSb(AS) ii2' zhx#% be afraid of, be frightened 














/ Imagine unfolding this cloth (4f1) and discovering a beating, bloody heart (‘t) organ wrapped 
inside: FEARFUL! 














0263 
te | 8 
1 4 CONSTRUCT O%# 3 (446< construction, architecture. ... 1609 
Ie. le a JESER tAb<m architect............ 1609, 0219 
#828 =56< construction, building ........ 0917 
Me LABS newbuilding.................. 0275 


OS 9'< construct, build 














| Bamboo (**) scaffolding + | beam (Z) + carpenter's table (FL, see 1633) + lumber (AX): find- 
ing all these together, we know we must be looking at a CONSTRUCTION site. 








INQUIRE, look for OPT vA&AFS question, examine, interro- 
0452 


OBS £FRS inquire, look for 


ko ooo Fe 1% USEKFRS ask the reason 
ad 0532, 0432 


iF (tS) RA tkF~Ue missing person 
BROOD tFtsewsS seek 
Let hand (=) and outstretched arm (J) together signify a detective’s looking for something 


with both hands. [1 mouth suggests the detective’s oral questioning, and -L his profes- 
sional workmanship. Taken as a whole, the ensemble suggests a formal INQUIRY. 


























INTERROGATE, ask ORM TS LA&ATS question, examine, 
interrogate 0452 


RON] AxUCASA cross-examination 
0374, 0650, 0452 


vy OtaS #4 ask, inquire; look into, 
73 (aS) ¥(X) investigate 


We RA< abee< ask the way 

















47) On the right, picture a person standing in a doorway asking questions. See how he steps 
forward to try to catch his respondent's every word (7): INTERROGATE/ask. Now usually 
replaced by the previous entry. «= 31 1146 





CONSULT, ask for advice OFRMAT 4S L&atsS consult, inquire 0452 
OF%S tz consult, ask for advice 
RAAIHS vvrsmeicisnS submit(a 
plan) to a committee for deliberation 


y 0396, 0317, 0226 
tka (B) 














| A distinctive feature of this kanji is the pair of strokes (7) sandwiched in the middle. Use that 

as a visual shortcut to the idea of CONSULTING/asking for advice: see JR. as a person asking 

for advice, and / as information passing from the words of advice (3) into the advice-seeker’s 
ear (S10). 





RESIST biF 25%5 dispute, resistance 
Suse 25% protest, remonstrance, objection 
0927 





OCHS Tuz3es resist, oppose, defy 0480 
MHF S *LUZSFS oppose, antagonize, 
rival; counteract 0650 


AWA sz3e< act of God, irresistible 

0049, 0814, 0084 
¥| JU shows a flat tabletop with -~ over it to emphasize the idea of straightness. With ¥, it sug- 
gests an arm held straight out in RESISTANCE. Visualize $5 as a resisting stiff arm. Note that all 
three kanji incorporating JL are pronounced 27. 














NAVIGATE MLFT 2325 navigation, cruise 
WL =5mv voyage, ocean navigation... .0106 
fi =54 searoute, course 
WLZE =3<> aviation 

Om_ZeF 25<SetA plane ticket 














a Making sure a boat (#) travels in a straight (Jt) line: NAVIGATION. #3 AX 0671 


























; : PIT (of a mine) 

















Si1 2325 pithead, minehead 
Ht 235 miner 0565 


StA] xe» (interior ofa) mine pit, shaft 0215 
ht ¥A25 goldmine 











| A straight (JU) shaft dug into the earth (£): PIT (of a mine). 








‘WORSHIP BRT 2 SAI£FS worship, visit a shrine/ 

; BINDIE dat ceh wicees steldatapetate tsonces 1238 
HUMBLY SLEF uve (=su4ae.) worship; church service 
ao O#O sre bow in veneration, worship; pay one’s 

respects with joined hands, entreat 
BAD) HESS % i#u4A$S_ have the honor of seeing, 
ONCE 2 ue ncsieid nonihrctrinnysadenes Sean eset 
7 HET S ituLe<tS borrow... 1220 











The image at the right suggests the interlocking fingers of hands joined in prayer: WORSHIP. 


M2 HUMBLY is an extended meaning. 


a TILL 





ay 
729°C (FT) 











OftVES S 25a<F% cultivate, plow, till ...0152 


HHA 235< farmimplements................ 0837 
PRE =359A% cultivator, tiller... 0584, 0473 
Re 93525 farming... 0511 


OPE pares till, plow 








{ In this entry, #£ will not represent well (see 0434), but instead furrows in a farm field. FR is 


a new grapheme meaning p/ow, which we can visualize here as a three-bladed rotary tiller 
rolling across those furrows, TILLING the soil in a crisscross pattern. The diagonal lines at the 
lower left (S5-6) show the TILLED soil being tossed to one side. 


WEAR AWAY 





[ex ay 





————.. 





OWES S LsstatS consume, exhaust, use 
1289 


JR#E ZA4€5 wear andtear, deterioration 1595 





| (Continuing from the previous entry) Now the rotary tiller (38) is used to grind up wool (26). 
Picture how quickly the wool WEARS AWAY under the harrowing contact of the rotary tiller. 
This image is captured well in the sample compound BE#E'F 4 (E & 9-94, wear away, 





wear out: see 2 2099). 














REVERENCE O42 y5tau» worship, adoration 1642 


tAFERFE ZA T5Iu» ancestor worship 
0641, 0134, 1642 


S24 $3ide reverence, admiration 0805 
Rime $5254% lofty, sublime, noble .....0185 
#2 2445 reverence, veneration 0802 











In Japan, temples have often been built at the base of hills or mountains, the place where 
man may approach the infinite. Reflecting this practice, this character places a house of wor- 
ship (3) at the foot of a mountain (LLI) to represent the idea of human REVERENCE toward 
the elevated and the sacred. = 3 0636 


IR veda, dense ash 


RAE mvs<cs< ash color, light gray 
0076, 0528 





JK 404 ash color, gray 
nA O : 
IW PRIM ttusxS ashtray 
KU wx Ate» volcano ashes 

















Picture a fire (X) producing a great mound of ASH, as tall as a cliff(]_). «= jye 1647 


1COAL ‘HL ACS coal mine, coal pit 
? CHARCOAL VAR #4KA coal 

3 CARBON 2 ARIK &<KA charcoal 

yy 2 ee BEX FaHee< make charcoal 
Th OH Az carbon 

















Here a mountain (LLI) buries ash (bX), compressing it so heavily it turns to COAL. Associate 
the compression of the ash here (compared to the previous entry) with the greater density of 
COAL vis-a-vis ash. «= JK 1646, a= 1648 


SHORE, bank DH RAMA coast, shore 
Ove wuma. seashore, beach 

XH Av-wA opposite bank/shore 0650 
wy FRRE tA quay (wall), wharf 1466 
SL Of} 4 GCS¥L opposite Den Sune no 

















Here we observe a high mountain (LU) cliff()), with the grapheme + to signify dry. Seeing 
the latter, we recognize that this kanji refers to the SHORE, in the : same sense in which sea- 
weary Sailors might use the expression “dry land” in English. s& jx 1647 





ROCK, crag 














Recall that 4 stone uses a variation on )_. Visualize the present entry as a stone protruding 
from the side of a mountain (LL): ROCK/crag. 





CRUMBLE KAYE SS (256<4F% collapse; decline... ..0793 

Oj <gnw [vilcrumble, collapse, cave in 
333 @72n avalanche, snowslide 

a LN eLe<tn landslide 

CF (NSA) KF (CH) CFCS) VHS z0<Fd level (a hill) 














| See 8H not as two moons but as two massive piles of earth pouring down from a mountain 
(LLI) in a landslide. Two valleys separate the mountain’s three peaks; see one pile of earth 
CRUMBLING down from each valley. A useful on-yomi compound to memorize appears at 3# 
1666. 





OR ORS s5LMe4A0UT HS the calm 
before a storm 0113, 0978 














OWTHE s2Aa*» palisade, cliff 


RT RERERE Agu oN sheer cliff 
0849, 1271, 1466 


HA WEE As overhanging cliff 1080 
IF FEOR wto.N6 Cliff's edge; critical moment 
06 

















| To compose the kanji for CLIFF, we visually reinforce cliff(J) with mountain (LL!) and piled 
layers of earth (32), 0 HE 1902 

















1 3 ‘SPONSOR, make happen 
rl) ?PRESS FOR 

HA 

LLB(F) 












—-+  puton(ashow) 


"RAED S muaugs hold/openanevent...0450 
© Lwavs sponsorship, promotion......0365 
"2S &k£¢ hold (an event), give(a dinner), 







VBI sua%A hypnotism oo... 1009 


ORES S xvv2<4 press for, urge, demand 
Cee c eevee eee ebenineeeteetteteenenees 1604 


















| The man(4 )at the left has SPONSORED a bird (42 


creation and finally make it happen. 








‘SCORCH 


the broad sense of this character, think of the efforts he has made to PRESS FOR the reserve’s 


) reserve in the mountains (LL). To capture 










O21F% xs [vilscorch, burn 











COUFA) TAT) CAMHS) Ht(S) 





2BE IMPATIENT 123% Usdta2 scorching heat............... 1435 
Off i L2dTA focus, focal point; (photographic) 
a5 FOCUS ooo ce cect eeees 0349 






@#£% ses be impatient, be ina hurry 
22,0) Lz5LA impatience................... 
















654) Imagine how desperately IMPATIENT the bird (4) 
SCORCHED. «= 46 0048, HE 1655 








must be as it sits on a fire (4), being 










BRHE PALES atoll... 
HEHE %ALs3 sunken rock; deadlock......1593 
Opp ME(-ARHE) FS xXUs3tS run aground, be 












yvau 





Stranded 20000000, 0749, 0750 
FAH WALES reef cee 















| Observe the bird (££) alighting on the scorching-h 
ow HE 1133, FE 1654 





ROUSE UP 








ot rocks (4) of an exposed REEF. 









ERTS SATS rouse oneself.......... 0430 
BRE SAAL resolutely, courageously 0760 
EG &Axd hard fighting 00.0... 1363 





— 





Wy 
34 (9) 








OBL4E 253.4 excitement, agitation, stimulation 
050 









O#€5 545 rouse up, do energetically 














UP. «> 1657 





Visualize the bird (Ys first sitting passively in a rice field (FA), then suddenly being ROUSED 
UP, spreading its wings “big” (7), and briskly flying away. Use A more as a visual clue than 
a semantic one: see $2-3 as the bird’s wings flapping vigorously as it attempts to ROUSE itself 










SEIZE, rob 





ay 
HEF) 








38 oma recapture, recovery 
OR}ZE 1e<229 pillage, plunder, looting. ...0791 
$4 25722 scramble, contest, struggle. ..0972 
HIZET S 1&<HOTS deprive, divest......0609 
O€65 3125 rob, take by force 








B7.| (Building on the previous entry) Now we see what the bird (FE) is getting all roused up about: 


a predator is reaching up with an outstretched arm (*T’) to SEIZE it before it can fly away. 


o> 1656 


"ONE OF A PAIR 
2 COUNTER FOR SHIPS 





ee 








O*e AR eaxaa one eye 
@—# roux one ship 
2$r48 45+ several ships 

















1456 | The traditional form of XX 1498 SET OF TWO was #, showing a hand holding a pair of birds. 


The present entry is used in contrast to that, showing a hand holding only one of the birds, 
to signify the idea ONE OF A PAIR. It has not been simplified to because such a character 


already exists (0058). e& 4 0190 


CATCH GAME 











OMELET HS w<e<FS get, acquire, obtain. ..0387 
FRIES S taH<FS catch (fish); capture, seize 
159 


BLZZ SAx< excessive fishing/hunting ....0380 
Of¢ Hy RBM spoils, catch, prize 
32% 2% hunt, fish 





The next three characters include #. Picture it as an adult bird (#£) grasping some grass (+") 
within its talons (suggested by hand). In the present entry, then, we have grasp + smallish 
four-legged creature (3 ): CATCH GAME. o 4% 0387, HE 1660 


HARVEST 














OWES S Loedse< ts harvest, gather in, reap 
1155 


WHERA Ussa<% harvest season .... 1155, 0486 














PROTECT 








Nie 
xb ()* 








OMS £63 guard, protect 


22) “Av guard, escort 

ABw PATS nurse 0939, 1017 

REE CLS guardian 0646, 0107 
OFM +: NACL lawyer, attorney .....1052, 0350 








(Continuing from 1659-60) This time we observe the bird grasping (#2) the grass and speak- 
ing fierce words (3) to PROTECT its possession. «= #£ 1662 


CEDE, yield 











BYE U£5e transfer (of ownership), conveyance 
0281 


#245- 254 transfer (of ownership) 0858 
OAR v251e concession, compromise .....0679 
OMS ws cede, transfer 

PLY OD seoTHO hereditary 








¥ at the right is based on the split version of garment (¢<). Picture it as a garment whose 
interior has been padded with fluffy lining (S10-16). With @ it refers to the words of a 
compromise-negotiating mediator who inserts soft “padding” between two disputing parties. 
From this idea the character has come to mean CEDE/yield. = # 1661, as 0918 


YOUNG LADY 











A448 nwve5 yourdaughter; younglady...0229 
ZEN 45U45 spinster 


BOP =5mAU55 telephone operator 
0102, 1269 


KA ‘AGES usherette........0097, 0215 
OSMXA #U258A your daughter; young lady 














yay 


DEF) 








| & woman + 3 pad with fluffy lining = a padded, fluffy way of addressing a YOUNG LADY. 
Note that 32 in this series of characters is a simplification of #£, which shows the “padding” 
even more clearly. Take some time to practice writing the simplified version, remembering to 
start and finish with %<. 


OME# b£525 brewing; distilling 0699 
BEET Cese5Le brewery 0699, 0249 
Keak tS vsdeutS brew; bring about 0070 

OPSMET atremet brewsake 








A liquor jar + pad with fluffy lining refers to the addition of fermenting agents into a 
cask: BREW. Note that all these kanji incorporating 3@ are pronounced 73". 














ARABLE SOIL 














| “Lt earth + padded and fluffy”: ARABLE SOIL. «= 32 1666 





BREAK DOWN BIBS SD tts.FS break (down), desi, 





AR ETS e5mu4s collapse, be Aestioyed 


cp niet 
Se) 38> Zpv¥ [vt] break (down), destroy 


O#81S zpns [vil break (down), be broken 


Take $4~10 in the upper right as a variant of iE straight/upright. Combined with 4 garment, 
it suggests a straight-cut gown. In this entry, imagine that a person’s straight-cut gown gets 
caught on the ground (<1) and tears apart: BREAK DOWN. Note that the right side is a simpli- 
fication of 32. «= 32 1665, 12 1667 














‘BOSOM, embosom HEB) mes05TA £9 flashlight 
0035, 0155, 0440 


7LONG F ‘ 

eee "BRO LEADHEZS bosom niet 

1, 0760 

wh |® HB puve45 nostalgia, ele 1295 

ELA BO(MLW) Ho(HLD) @aLC somves long for, miss 

RO(L) HO (IFS) 2 KIBDLW vesomcvr miss people; One 
for others’ presence 














| This character refers to the heart (1) hidden beneath one’s (straight-cut) gown: BOSOM. 
Behind the gown, we hide our tears (visible in the traditional form), and shroud our private 


pox. | loves and LONGINGS. «= 32 1666 








VIRTUE f8FE &<X morality, sincerity 

Of &5e< morality, morals 
FE GH a<&< vice, corruption, immorality. ..0546 
27H uc< virtue, good deed 


PE FEHS <a IT< Tokugawa shogunate 
0022, 1339, 0247 

















8 {| Again, take the upper right as a variant of a straight/upright. Together with -L., it suggests 
upright heart, which here combines with % action to signify virtuous action, or simply VIRTUE. 
cs HS 1669 

















LISTEN 





Fav 
%(<) 








FFHRS 4 (4.5254 have the honor of 
hearing/listening to 


ORRFE 425 05 audience 
RRL 625% sense of hearing 
ARE UL625L% viewer, audience. ..0623, 0107 


RO pe REC L4aO72K*2X< listen to the voice 
of the people 0477, 0529 











Far() + upright heart: together these suggest attentive LISTENING. «= 4% 1668 





F- 
ie(UH) WEE 12(E549) ECF LW) 








O4fK & shameless 

Hb? 42> pubicbone 
OHSU (sus feel ashamed 

HOF ttULSs shameless person .....0560 
ORs FLV ieee shy; ashamed; shameful 








| Ear(H) + heart (0): suggests a feeling brought on by the consciousness of others’ opinions 
of us: SHAME. Picture a word of reproach passing through the ear and causing great distress 


to the heart. 








#4 Less shame, shyness 
BALL Leds (sense of) shame. .1670, 0056 














1 The ox (HE 0590) feels ASHAMED for associating with the goat (>). See how he hides under- 
neath the goat out of SHAME. «= # 0937, # 0938 


RANK OF NOBILITY 








ORFGE Lede» rank of nobility 
ZS 23L2< duke, prince 
{AB} ts<Le< count, earl 
BH KALe< baron 











Visualize ™© as kind of crown, which *7 (claw) places on the heads of the two small graph- 
emes appearing at the bottom. Imagine that these two are minor gentry, and that the claw 


bestows upon them the RANK OF NOBILITY. 








FEUDAL LORD fe EF =5Le< marquis, marquess 
aa fe Ls feudal lords 





{BR LAWS lord of Sendai... 1003, 0949 











Picture the right half of this character as the granting of an arrow (2), i.e., the Crown’s 
bestowal of a feudal title in exchange for military service. With 7 for man, it signifies FEUDAL 
LORD. & 4% 1675 





THROAT OWRGA 255 larynx 

WGA X5k5H. epigiottis 

WEIL MLE throat 

= WR ASIHLY Deauz0» one’s throat is sore 0619 
DE ORES OLeseas slake one’s thirst,..1491 














| (Continuing from the previous entry) This time imagine the king shoving the arrow through 
the feudal lord (8)'s mouth (C1) and down his THROAT. 











het ‘SEASON "EB UZ season, time of the year......... 0383 
Bs 2 SEASONAL WEATHER, sign 2 TALS weather... 0270 
j @sE PE Us525 symptom... eee 0618 
a ay (EAA 75ELe candidate, applicant 
5 a Ae 1598, 0107 
{ %545 classical verbal suffix equiv. to -masu 











al 5 | Picture a feudal lord (&) using a rod ($3) to divine the weather for this season: SEASONAL 
WEATHER; SEASON. Note that both characters incorporating & follow its on reading, 2°. 
ee FE 1673 











1 CULTIVATE (oneself), study OBE WALw> study and training 

?REPAIR 'HE+- LwdL master, master’s degree 

OWES sxe cultivate, practice, study; master 
Yarn yo. 24ST S LwSATS mend, repair.......1214 
Bx(HS) BX(ES) Ope ZS Lw3suts mend, repair 

















| Review the note at 2 1238. Here a man (1) strikes (AC) himself with a rod (S3) to discipline 
‘| himself in his efforts at self-improvement. As you write out Z, imagine that these three lines 
represent progressive stages of his training, self-improving, or repairing, thus signifying M1 
CULTIVATE (oneself)/study and M2 REPAIR. «= & 0360 








LEISURELY, serene 











Off & 35@5e calmly, leisurely; easily, 


without difficulty; boundlessly 
MERE 036256 leisurely, easygoing: tedious 
0091 


MRELT SALUT withanair of perce 
composure 0760 








| Meaning LEISURELY/serene, this character can be seen as a kind of reversal of the previous 


one. Let heart (-’) signify compassion toward the disciplined self-improver, mercifully replac- 
ing the staged training process (represented by Z in the previous entry) with a moment of 


LEISURE. us 4X 1316 


RIGHT, correct 








4 





Of23JE #0 right and/or wrong; by all means, at 
any cost 0738 


EIELE ves at any cost, by some means or 
0738 


fee CA approval 
ZE1E. €Rv correction 








Suggests the sun (H)’s straight (1E.) path through the sky: RIGHT/correct. Both RIGHT and 
correct derive from the Latin word rectus, meaning “straight,” which is what we shall call 7 
when it appears inside other kanji. These follow presently, «= == 0587 


‘PRESENT, offer 
? CARRY IN HAND 





ie 
(FS) 








© TusA proposition, proposal, sues on 
0097 


‘HEHE TS cures5tS offer, tender; sponsor 
{a show) 0357 


TRIG HATH premise, presupposition ....0113 
OnE & xB carry inhand, take with 








1 One should hold one’s hand (#) straight (7 
etc. «= 5 0587 


EMBANKMENT 





$4 
DOA 








) out sien PRESENTING a gift, business card, 


OEBH cua’ bank, embankment, dike....0174 
ZEKE Lot pier, breakwater 


DR AxE F5625TU. tide embankment, seawall 
0174, 0146 


0174, 0598 








: Straightened (x) earth (£): EMBANKMENT. The next entry, by the way, will be one of the last 


high-frequency kanji you will learn. Once you've learned it, it would be prudent to reduce the 
time you spend acquiring new kanji, in favor of more reading. You now have more to lose by 
forgetting kanji you've already learned than to gain by learning new ones. 











"HEADING, headline 
2TOPIC 

3PROBLEM, question 
Fh 














TEA Few title. 0269 
O298 us5#t title, heading, caption......0705 
@352A pe topicof conversation... 0053 
2eeA X70 topicfordiscussion............. 0927 
@RHSA &Axv problem, question, issue....0452 














ae 
4] Review #& 1678. Let “head (JA) straight (A)’ sugge 
head: the forehead. As the most visible and topmost part of the body, the forehead symbol- 
izes HEADING or headline. HEADING is closely related to M2 TOPIC, which we can easily 


associate with M3 PROBLEM/question. e= Jet 1682 





=U 








st the straight, rectangular, flat part of the 


Aye ZU teaspoon 
Kr sexu tablespoon 
HL Sexv teaspoon 


REISS xvent’s give up, throwin the 
towel 05 








E We have already seen the spoon grapheme (K,) insi 
for SPOON itself, composed of spoon and straight (ze 


handle, os je 1681 


RISK, defy 





RY 
BACT) 








de many kanji. Here we meet the kanji 
7), in reference to a spoon’s straight 





OBR ixsuta adventure, risk 
BRA iz5tAy» adventurer 
uA (€5£5 beginning, opening 


fee ET xtAeeHt brave/defyadan 


ger, 
take a risk 0726, 103 


1031 








4 Anaked eye (H), staring bravely at the sun (H): RISK/defy. «= = 1684 


CLEAR, bright 











OF EL itAved prosperity 














a Think of how CLEAR and bright the world would be 
the idea of a bright outlook. = & 1683 








if we had two suns (H). V1 is related to 








SING, intone O4NK #oLe5 chorus 

SETS L457 sing solo 

FUT S evLs9F% singin unison......1258 
yay fe TS Tuls5tS advocate, propose 1679 
La (Ad) OW§Z% &*RS chant, recite; cheer; advocate 














Mouth (1-1) singing clearly (34): SING/intone. V5 9 2. 4 (224) sounds like intone. 
= 
t= Fe 1686 





CRYSTAL Of ttoLed crystallization, crystal; grain; 
fruit(s) 0516 


Wak AXLS5 liquid crystal 


WAG 2%Ls5%HA. liquid crystal display 
0468, 0176, 0175 














1 Three suns: CRYSTAL clear, «= 4 1685 











-, HEADGEAR OWBF SL cap, hat. cece, 0094 
2 \ =| WHE (545 badgeonacap............... 1459 
AWE #<FS school CaP oo... ccc eee. 0099 
. Wi #2215 taking off one’s cap/hat; 
RY . ' 
ra SUBMISSION 000... ccc ccc eee veeeeeees 119 
ro 











4 Unlike in i 1683, here a piece of cloth (I{J) is used to protect the eye (HE) from the sun (H's 
rays: HEADGEAR. The on-yomi follows 3. 























BUILDING, ridgepole PORE (CLES westwing oo. 0795 
OFgbR U45e5 hospital ward................. 0617 

SR WAALS Huilbine/Olocignumbers 
etcetasta Soe gan! Seat oN Md tend SaccaBT alga 1191, 0004 
Ch be ny ee 
ORB wex ridgepole... 0028 





Ag Review [i 1373. In this entry # tree + 34 all the way through/across refers to a ridgepole, 
A 75 | the beam that runs across the top of a sloping roof, anchoring the rafters on either side. As 
the ridgepole passes through the whole length of the building, #& is most often used in 
reference to entire BUILDINGS. 





0904 


fai 















FREEZE 





ky 
2B(S) CO(AS) 








ORE noes freezing, coldstorage......... 


BU L572 freezing... 0516 
GREG £5Uz5 frostbite 1307 
OUT zao< freeze... 0064 
BEAGLE WA COAL (=CT ALM) feeretadeath 











’ ICE 





3 
tay 
cB) oO 














OK weae glacier 0818 
FRU ws5XA iceberg... 0037 
IRAK 2H0k<S ice pillow... 0656 


OFKIK casters ice water; shavedice ....... 0027 
KAN Ux [elegant] hail; chilly rain ....... 0154 





The only difference between the characters for ICE (in this entry) and WATER (7K 0027) is $2, 





ETERNAL, long 


jis 


which we should therefore visualize as an icicle. ss 7K 0027, 7K 1691 


HkA 2.43 permanence, eternity 
OK AVAA eternity 
KLE Zu.Uwd permanent residence ...... .0366 





x4 
78 (W) 





TKR 20.4%A eternal sleep, death 1009 
O3Kv. aay eternal, long 








| To distinguish this character from 7K 1690 ICE and 7K 0027 WATER, focus on SI-2. These 





form a dotted letter “i” as in “infinity”: ETERNAL/long. = 2K 1690 


OOK Fua0 swimming 
iKiE Aves swimming style 
UK ituvaey backstroke 





x4 
BEC) 





ORY BEC swim 
KS vsskx breaststroke 








: Let “long (7K) water (¥)” suggest a long and narrow pool for SWIMMING. Note that the two 
characters incorporating 7K follow its on reading, = 4. 














EE EES  _____ re 





~. — RECITE POETRY; compose poetry O3KNB ALS chanting; aria................ 1685 
ay! 1 Bak 2320» reciting, chanting............. 1476 
Set 10 wKAK Av composing poetry; Buddhist hymn 
ign 12 [x4 ign Se ayaa dee RN aia wa gen aM amt me aah amen ok 0827 

ses Ho) OAMKERKL preter compose a waka 
Econo datacom ween agen ee 0236, 0827 











Words (#) that put us in touch with the infinite (7K): POETRY. «© i 0389 





a 149 


Hye 
1360 


45/12 


F TAG, label BAL ws5%2 nameplate, doorplate ......0783 
ARAL GAS checking tickets............... 1029 
‘ ORALO muases ticket gate, wicket 
es Sf ates hr i orl aus eneM mensions Parcel 0429, 0019 
ae ALI *2OAt£ bundle of (bank) notes, wad of 
ee DUNS heise caeen cease tons taieratnmendeds 0307 


Of AL tae nameplate... 0269 | 


fee Picture carving some words onto a piece of wood with a sharp hook (L): TAG/label. 
A 75 | «= *L 0313, Ht 0824 























0723 
| 5 
COUNTER FOR FLAT THINGS PUR sut5 number of steels pages/platay 
panes of glass/ete......0 ee 
Of Aku» how many sheets, etc. ............ sit 


FRRABL ToikAB<av' six steel plates 
= Eee a ae 0564, 0924, 0008 
TAHOE wostreotuwse ten10-yen 
STAMPS. oe 0005, 0013, 0086, 0046 
FARA #ArnsozreKe five 1000-yen 
| ] 0) (on 0017, 0013, 1694, 0007 


Let this suggest striking (AZ) or pounding wood () until it is FLAT. This character is used for 
counting thin, FLAT THINGS, such as sheets of paper. «= B¢ 0576, #5 0656, TX 0658 










































0764 
| 8 
cup O— FR woisus acup [as of teal, a glass [as of 
DOCK ae scivod neater casa ube oanse shoves nett 0002 
EPR euwoiguy with all one’s might 
Ly invert rutin nce estate cet 0976, 0002 
ox EAR Usdide prize cup, trophy ............ 0322 
Sass PUP Lis<ides atoast oo 1200 
ORMEFS spg'set drink the cupdry...0608 | 





F suggests wooden material. Let 4 graphically represent a long-stemmed glass. Since 
Japanese uses the word =! 7’ for wineglass, it won't hurt us that our keyword for FF is not 
“glass” but “CUP.’ 

















2 q TWIST 
1 AN 











ANALYZE 


ODT AHS analysis 
fHPT mute analysis, analytical research 0345 














elements: ANALYZE. c= 4)f 1698 





"BREAK (OFF) 
7FOLD, bend 


Picture using the hacksaw (FT) to take the tree (#) apart, breaking it down into its constituent 


OT 25> bone fracture 


VBE — ARTS geuoFAKS breakatooth 
0674, 0002, 0031 





ty 
B(4) BY) BY) -B(Y) Bhd) 





2 Hd %£<#2 bending, winding: zigzags 0503 
@iF1)M suata folded paper; the art otpaper 
folding 0478 


2HF3RL wiAL tum, turning point; retum 
(trip); lapel 037 











BREAK, sprain 


Notice how the frame of the hacksaw (FT) is bent (at $5). This, we can imagine, was achieved 
by the hand (#) at the left, pulling with all its might. Now imagine that it continues bending 
the frame until it either FOLDS or BREAKS OFF. «© #{T 1697 


OfFET x0 frustration, setback 
f4% XUz5 bruise, sprain, fracture 
#4< << sprain, break, crush 





we 
CE(Q)* SE (TS)* 





PRITS <wits be sprained, be broken, be 
crushed 








follows 44 and Bi. 








n> ee fal (4)* 








Visualize the hand (+) getting BROKEN or sprained on this pointy object (4/4). The on-yomi 


OFRPE BAX sprain... occ. 1699 


tath td tALeotS contrive/manage to 
(do) 003 


O#%—-B urs [vil twist, tum; contrive a solution 
(to); easily defeat 


ERVIRT vrs cushin one's fingers. .1178 
424 tvs twist, wrench, screw 








a solution at some effort. 





Let “hand (¥)+ thought (4ex)” suggest turning something around and around in one’s mind, 
as if with one’s hand. It refers to the physical act of TWISTING, or the mental act of contriving 





457 








SWEAR, vow 





OBRT ZH eects swear, vow 
BETS tress swear, vow 
22 RA uu oath, vow 








O85 a5 swear, vow 
BWAbt spvwht vowto each other 











DEPART THIS LIFE 


To SWEAR or vow is to declare that one’s word will not be broken. This idea is graphically 


represented here by $9, which draws an impregnable line over one’s word (=), protecting it 
from any possibility that #f could break it. «= 7 1703, 32 1568 


OMA! tursets pass away, die 0138 
MTS xesetuss diesuddenly.......0971 
OME mK (u<) pass away, die 





t4 
W(X) D(X) 











i.e., DEPARTING THIS LIFE. 





Advance (3_) + broken (4): think of this as an old, broken body moving on from this world, 





























"WISE VEAYE seve wisdom; wise man........... 0024 

2 PHILOSOPHY pee cow< philosophy.........0...0.0.... 0099 

2-28 <1) philosophy (ofsomething) ....0532 

ey 2th 403572 Chinese philosophy......... 0035 

2 EN v.47 Indian philosophy ........... 0231 

Mouth (II) + break (JT): think of the mouth as that of a WISE PHILOSOPHER, speaking 
incisive logic. «= = 1701 

2386 
[10 

7 KILL, cut down Ome AL decapitation... 0157 





FY 
% (4) 





i 





ST XALA* new, novel, original......0275 


Of %% cut(someone) with a sword, cut down, 


kill 


HUVBDS’ xs stab at, assault witha 
sword 


HF FEI svc (sword) fighting to the death 
ethos cithigrbiceesnag eee Goa cest nla Ned altuna eect 0716 








ated with the English “KILL” 


1347 


fail 





| Hacksaw (JT) cutting car (#4) in two: KILL/cut down. The kun reading ¥4 (#4) can be 
associated, via the idea of cutting down, with 4) 4 (% 4, cut). Alternatively, it can be associ- 











GRADUALLY WK Av gradually 
OifHE 4ALA gradual advance 
Wid AWA gradual decrease 














‘ 


oT 
| After the car is cut (4), drops of motor oil (Y) GRADUALLY drain out. 











2 ‘ SHORT WHILE WFR <A shortwhile,amoment......... 0383 
2 ; OPO XAT provisional, tentative... 0045 
: " WER XATUHA provisional plan 0045, 0097 
a EY OF < Lig5< awhile; a good while; forthe time 
a Liz (<)* being 
MCC Uss<T Taz It’s beena while 











186 | Cutting (Ff) out a little slice of the day—just a SHORT WHILE. 











2493 
fe | 15 
REJECT OPER TS wutads reject, expel, exclude 
sae sah Med rae atedecnde alastant luditian a bested oom ak 0739 


FRA #2 repulsion, repulsive force ...0084 








cr 














Tit | with $5, this hacksaw (JT")'s manufacturer has marked it as defective, and consigned it to 
Fr 69 | scrap. Ithas been REJECTED. «= FT 0193 








2560 
| 5 
' APPEAL TO ‘hid S vxdt$ appeal toa higher court 
uci “I eee nett 0041 





1 r 
2 2siff 25% arraignment, prosecution ......0089 


Jote(AS) 2HraR (tut losing asuit/case............. 0830 
@3ZzB So%KkS sue; complain 

Words (#) spoken in rejection (J): SUE/complain. Also means APPEAL TO, from the idea of 
seeking attention for some adverse condition. 



































LITIGATE OmRRS tLe5 lawsuit, litigation... 
—=—/ WARS GOUELES criminal lawsuit 
3 
10 





dares ten de egies oe She atta Y 0722, 0080, 1708 

4 L apy - . 

ets . yar RS aRaS &ACTLLS civil lawsuit 

Sere PQ cee 0477, 0080, 1708 
RAISER Lxdte5 Litigation Department (of the 





Ministry of Justice)... 0 o.oo... 0687, 0068 

















“Words (i) + public(ZS)" suggests taking one’s claim to a public tribunal: LITIGATE. 








STUDY EXHAUSTIVELY 





OBFFE (tA%@3 research, study 





— RFA tA%e35L> laboratory ......0724, 0253 
\ P | Ee FLATS xwsowsS investigate, study 0024 
7 Hay | 223E #>%09 scholar,student.............. 0099 


*%b (4) OF DS xbHys study exhaustively, master 














Nine (JL), the last digit in the decimal system, here suggests “reaching the end,” as in explor- 
ing a cave (7%) to its furthest depths. The full character thus implies getting to the bottom of 
an unfamiliar subject: STUDY EXHAUSTIVELY. «= 3€ 1564 

















PUSHED TO THE LIMIT 





OMS th 436 predicament, difficult situation, 
dilemma 





BE uAsed poverty... 1161 
—|O$5 DS xb carry to extremity, reach an 
Fa7 extreme 
oe Sb (24) Sb (EY) AH ED awbaxbkS reachadeadend 0158 












GAMES *xbat% endless, without limit 0048 


Here we observe a body (4) contorted into the shape of a bow(*) so as to squeeze itself 
inside a small hole (7): PUSHED TO THE LIMIT. 






























1 EXTREME ‘RRR r<v topsecret.. 
2POLE Offi TC shHT extremely, very 
VRHEOMA AVAOeDA the apex of 
PrOSPCHtY... cee tee dee wees 1245, 1012 
eb(bs) 8b(28) ¥b(2) BIE eAseCm the dmarce(Cice) 
ieee (Ee 








As a shortcut, see the two horizontal strokes $5 and S12 as POLAR EXTREMES. It takes the full 
length of the tree (#) to reach from one end to the other, emphasizing the great distance 
between them. 











OpR/GE taz#T Hakodate [city in Hokkaido]...0291 


bY A eemaby xv Seikan Tunnel 
[between Aomori and Hakodate]........... 0130 


: ORBITS e548 drop into a mailbox, post 
I Miche ly WRC PCLe ROME Tis 0517 


ASR LLst£z post office box......0237, 0079 
BIC AMS fazicurhs putinabox....... 0039 


4 2 Looks like a BOX, filled with foam packing peanuts ($3-6), that has just been opened. 
re Fj 1909 







































' PROBE, explore OPER £Aa09 quest, search, pursuit ....... 1097 


: Sa ?LOOK FOR "RFE t-A%o5 investigation, search, inquiry 
ue ba distri er A heraseanz ns her nati oes nodes Sos 1710 
9 
: e "PERK AWA exploration, expedition .....1029 
3, 
Xe(B) xa) "ERS 2% probe, search into, explore 
ORS xa search for (something desired), look 
or 
ee 


: Treat 7% as a variant on 7 hole. Now when you see this character, imagine PROBING around 
a hole in a tree (7X) with your hand (¥). 

































OR RE LAX depth 

®RB LAX dead of night, midnight 
WE Z<LA sounding 

yy FADRYRY %25a&3:0) of great interest 


S(O) -3tD(W) Bs (FS) ; 0505, 0273 
3d (D4) ORD! rs deepen, intensify 











(Continuing from the previous entry) Now imagine that, DEEP at the bottom of the hole (7®) 
in the tree (AX), you feel rainwater ( ¥). 








TREMBLE, shudder OMPREL T YORAELT withhorror......0760 
WHS S Layvoss shudder, shiver.....0461 





wy 




















4 Think of the bones in your spine as a string of chestnuts (32, see 0781). With T, chestnuts 
i» 61 | thus suggest an emotion you feel in your spine: shuddering/TREMBLING. 





0589 


8113 




















Ofst 2¢ apprehension, misgiving 0726 


RR EIAI vomoa< Le endangered 
species 1271, 1149, 0726, 0544 








The right-hand portion of this entry is the old form of #- 0837 IMPLEMENT/tool. While the 





PRUDENT, discreet 





yy 
DOL (B) 








independent kanji = was modified as part of the orthographic reforms that followed World 
War Il, the present entry was not so modified when it was added to the Joyo list in 2010. In 
the same way as 7¢& 1633, it suggests a FEAR of dangerous tools. «= tA 1718 


OMB LAGS prudence, discretion, circum- 
spection 0539 


Ot > Le be prudent, be discreet 


THAYER. > oLa sia discreet, prudent, 
modest 1745 





Keeping the truth (EL) in one’s heart (‘t): PRUDENT/discreet. sa {1717 





QUELL, appease 





FY 
L¥ (HS) LF(ES) 








SHES S 6A 7FS quell, suppress .....0186 
SARA SAuUxU sedative, tranquilizer 
0978, 1261 
OMFG A] BADSxU. anodyne, painkiller 
0619, 1261 
OfADS UsHs quell, pacify 
BHM ZO FesH lt gor 
The riot was put down 1346, 0540 





Pacifying someone with true (EX) gold ($): QUELL/appease. 





FILL (in) 











3808S 235TATS load (afirearm)......1591 
AILS S (ETAFS compensate for....... 1598 
OFT S vwstAte fill (up) 1056 





& is the old form of FL 0838 TRUE. This portion was not officially standardized with 
when the present entry was added to the Joyo list in 2010, but the standardized form (484) is 
also used. Learn to recognize both forms interchangeably. The meaning comes from the idea 
of FILLING IN soil to make the ground (£) “true, i.e., level. 




















ONE WoZA marriage 
AUG AZA unmarried, single 
WER) =AS< engagement, betrothal 
BE REUE NAwVIOCA love marriage 
0777, 0778, 0516 
PTUBHRAT LAZAH&CS honeymoon 
0275, 0569, 0055 








Woman (4) + family (EX, review 0476 if needed) + (wedding) day(H): MARRY. 


PRISONER 











CIA Usa prisoner, convict 
RAIL =<Lw9 prisoner, convict 
4 Ue3e prison uniform 


‘| 2cIN vets female convict 


FOAL UiteUw criminal condemned to 
0716, 0722 








BE IN TROUBLE 


— 





sty 
CES) 








LE) Man (A) held inside enclosure ([_]): PRISONER. «= FAI 1723, (Kl 1725 


$8 =A%»5 destitution, poverty 1711 
OPRE xAwA difficulty, distress, hardship 0712 


AY UAZA poverty, indigence; lack, need 
1161 


OFS z#% bein trouble; be destitute 


AYRICANS tumors live in want 
0036, 0054 








Tree (AX) trapped inside enclosure (_]), its growth stunted: IN TROUBLE. «= [XJ 1725, IA] 1722 


PACKAGE, bale 











OHS 4 52444 include inapackage 0182 
AAG ANE packaging, crating 
RAGLET xAtfaxu packing material ......0657 
BHT S pUZATS openapackage.....0450 


—l_ 








1 PACKAGE/bale: depicts a tree (#) before and after being PACKAGED inside a box. 








FSR wAd* cause and effect; karma 
FE Uva cause of death 

O}RE wrAuA cause, origin 

ay RR £5u.A main cause 

£(4) Cir BS ick caused by, due to 














| To connect this image with the idea of CAUSATION, let the enclosure (|_]) suggest CAUSAL 
circumstances, and let X suggest the “big” (i.e., main) CAUSE. «= PA] 1723, [A 1722 








MARRIAGE Offa xAuA marriage, matrimony ........ 1721 
HAGE WARS in-laws, relatives by marriage 

















| Suggests that MARRIAGE is something a woman (4) might cause (Al). However, if you 
don't mind conflating EM with IA, the image easily suggests a woman holding a (big) man 
prisoner. V1 is the more common of the two sample compounds, but the easy association 
between MMH (vA & ¢) and “in-laws” makes V2 mnemonically useful. 








THROAT OnRWE urAz3 throat 


HAIRY vuwacs ear, nose, and throat 
0057, 1558, 1674 





IS wA&5 pharynx 
NRSASE wALS%S pharyngoscope. .0162, 1547 











+ Except where [Al appears at the top (in the next entry), all kanji in this course containing [Xl 
are pronounced 4». Knowing that, you should be able to recognize mouth (L1) + as the 
4 Y of MAUR (Vy A= 3, throat). Concern yourself only with learning that compound, and 
the associative pathway to it from the semantic and phonetic clues of UH. 








GRACE, favor TALK BALA benefactor, patron 0015 
2 DEBT OF GRATITUDE OM sats benefit, grace, favor, blessing...0581 
2 GRL SAMAL repaying another's kindness 

037 





ty ; 
2 Re %Aa09 pension 


2 AIST SALST ingratitude, ingrate...0560 











| The English words GRACE and GRATITUDE refer to either side of the cause-effect relationship 
that exists when a favor is given: GRACE is the cause ([X]), and GRATITUDE is the result. See 
both sides of this relationship in i: [ represents the (cause of) GRACE; “LY represents the 
(resulting) DEBT OF GRATITUDE. «& /& 0142 























BACTERIA, germ, fungus 





OM sues bacteria, germ, microbe ....0239 
RL FS AAT sterilize, pasteurize.. 0522 
JA U's54A disease germ, virus.......... 0617 








TRE (ALS germcarrier..... 0646, 0107 


eH S ZAeeUk5TS culture 
[cultivate] bacteria.......000...000...., 1264, 0500 











yeh 140| germ/fungus. 










2000 

11 
: 5 (ancient) CHINESE; Han dynasty 
Ne 2 FELLOW, man 

~ 


| Let ++ suggest a fungus or other microorganism growing on a box ([_]) of rice (AX): BACTERIA/ 











“IE maiz3e< Chinese (herbal) medicine 
dees sah tanage teen eemia aluneatetoet ane Wahid: 0173, 0303 

“WRERIR »A%AR< Chinese people, Han 
ethnicity 0. 0477, 0568 











10, Fie 
Ai aY 
3, 





13H mAC Chinese-derived word, Chinese 
OXPFOSSION 2.00. cec cece eeeeees 0222 

OS aw Chinese characters, kanji, ......0098 

2H Zama nicefellow.......000...000.... 0095 
















SIGH, lament 


“| Review # 0712. Here we see the Han scholar-official next to water (¥ ). The Han dynasty’s 
power largely rested on its effective control of water, so it is fitting that this character is used 
in reference to the dynasty itself (it also refers more generally to the ancient CHINESE). Asso- 
ciate M2 FELLOW with the image of the official. «= 4% 1734, 5 1338 





WETS <5%AT% admire, wonder ...0807 
EF AAV sigh, lamentation; sigh of 





Wy 
BIF(<) BP (AdLW) 








admiration 
CWE sur sigh (in grief or despair), lament 


ip bLV BRE pi'apiover deplor 
able/lamentable situation 0080, 0893 








31) Here imagine the mouth (LJ) of the Han scholar-official letting out a SIGH of lament, 


and #£ 1730), the on-yomi ends in -AN. 





‘ ) 1 SERVICE, work, employment 





perhaps over the sovereign’s failure to live up to the Confucian ideal of moral leadership and 
just rule. Like the other kanji using the scholar-official with his legs spread apart (BE 0712 


OBST 25xAFS commute, go to one’s 


OUNCES ooo ests ec tee tei nae Seeteg Side 0159 
8S ZS CAXATS be transferred (to 
another office)......0..0..00.000.ceee. 0224 





ey AY 
2E(OS) -BE(H) DEES) 





PTS xAvTS serve, beon duty, work ..0687 

OBS Dew serve, hold ajob 
By d5E >esxx (one's place of) employment 
0134 














. The following three kanji show the Han scholar-official with his legs joined together. Kanji 
using this version are pronounced ++ ~. Here we observe the scholar-official busy at work 
behind a plow(7J), illustrating the ideas SERVICE, work, and employment. «= #y 0540 











RESPECTFULLY, carefully MESS *ATUSS present respectfully [with 
compliments] 


petr 3s & %A2<FS announce expec 





zy Of# tH SALA penitence; house arrest me 

DOL (b) MARTE ZAR LARA Happy New Year 
1172, 0275, 0117 

OD >2Lt be respectful, be humble 


Picture the Han scholar-official addressing the sovereign with RESPECTFUL, carefully chosen 


words (). Note the traditional form for this entry and the one before: this old form of the 
scholar-official is retained in the next entry. 

















A FEW, little {2% &A%A merely, no more than 
{2> *AU<5 few, little, trifling 
Of 2. Hom only, merely, alittle 





eY 
DF (A) 











| Only A FEW men (4 ) were selected as Han scholar-officials. Note how the scholar-official 
differs slightly here from the previous two entries. {4 was not officially standardized to match 
them when it was added to the Joyo list, but its standardized form (shown in the variant field) 
is also accepted. «= 334 1730 





SEARCH FOR Bs) &<wa index 


f2RS A 5a<44 search for, investigate 1527 


FRAT SZ EARS search for; inquire into, 
investigate 1714 





ORBTS tax<ts lookup (awordina 
dictionary), search for, refer to 1029 


RE xX<vzd cable, rope 


4735 | Visualize S1-4 as a person standing at the top of a long shaft, and $f as a rope that he’s using 
to SEARCH FOR something in the shaft. Now imagine his raising the rope to look at what he’s 
retrieved, in the same way one goes through the results obtained by an internet SEARCH (see 
V4), 0% 3 1736, HE 0132 














O#< wx pull, tug, haul 

#E5(FS wALATS drag, tow, pull 
OSH GAuAvE< traction 
ny “| SE3/HL GA AL tractor, tow truck 0422, 0125 


a(<) HES |B WAU AH5185 traction therapy 
0422, 0952, 0139 

















A distinctive and easily recognizable feature of this character is that “7 passes through the 
middle of it. It is therefore a good idea to focus on this feature and associate it with the 
character’s meani ng, PULL. Picture ~~ as a handle by which a child (A) PULLS along a cow 
(46), ce FE 1735, 38 0752 














‘PRISON O#R 452¢ prison, jail 

? HARDNESS ‘fe 45% prison, jail 
‘ERE 4550) jailbreak 

fae 2#TElZz 45c4 solid, firm 














ane uae 


Picture a cow (4) under the HARD stone roof(‘**) of the PRISON (the “hoosecow’ if you 
will). 








"ENLIGHTEN 


2 ADDRESS RESPECTFULLY 
2 EFS tusstS speak respectfully 0041 


FA @ FER itunes Dear Sir/Madam 
238 RE xAtsu. Dear Sirs, Gentlemen 














| Visualize as a face with its mouth (1) and right eye (F) opening wide in response to a strik- 
ing (AZ) insight: ENLIGHTENMENT. As a form of RESPECTFUL ADDRESS, it expresses admiration 
for the enlightening wisdom of the person one is addressing. 


MANIFOLD OPE Ux general affairs 


FREER Late General/Administrative Affairs 
Section 0687, 0600 


HES! Us various matters 
8, 11 FEL Ustter all phases of government... .0246 
d \ WW FEES LsaA common people, the masses 0477 
| From JE 0279 and EE 0280, recall the image of tf as the open mouth of a woodburning 
stove. Here, focus on the MANIFOLD flames (S8-11) beneath the stove. «= 388 1741 














INTERRUPT, cut off OME WES LekAFS interrupt, intercept, 
block; isolate 0849 
JE Was LetzA* crossing gate, breaker 
0849, 0295 
yx" OES 2ax% interrupt, obstruct, cut off 
SAF (4) WeUS abesa¥s block the way......0158 
AUS (de LeAxaxs ela ee 

















Picture manifold (fF) objects piled on the truck (3_), which drives in front of you from the 
right side, blocking your advance: INTERRUPT/cut off. The reading * 2 2s 4 (#£ 4, interrupt, 
obstruct, cut off) sounds a bit like “side- 4,’ or “cut (off)” from the side. 














8 





D 
10 ay 
d 4 





SWALLOW, martin 





Wy 





PEE RAIS oats 
FEAR RAUS< tailcoat 
ORG DBE >IxHOs swallow’s nest 








os HF 1739, AE 0960 





"SPARROW 
? MAHJONG 


oe 
A top-down view into a SWALLOW’s nest. In the center rests a tiny SWALLOW’s egg (I). 








URT Gry 


HW 





ORR4E ZAUe< swallows and sparrows; small 
DIS. eee eee eee 1741 
4 OK t¥HoF sparrow'snest........... 0601 
‘420% seis homet,wasp............... 1381 
ORE wosev mahjong... 0852 
24EFE sav25 mahjongclub................ 1590 


























Little VS) + small bird (4E): SPARROW. 


INFERIOR 





vw 
Bk(S) 





OER notsia. inferiority complex 
Leen beeen bebe bent be nee 0393, 0327 
SBE n7H<e inferior, coarse........... 0546 


| &£% 3h superiority or inferiority, qual 


ity 
cc cucuceuseaevesseteetetnetettreeretrenterenreres 0780 
O44 es be inferiorto 
SEL 56% €SLHHLSH otatall 





inferior to 








4 EXCERPT, select 











HUTS LsdLeots take excerpts .....0038 


O#b$% L453 quotation, summary......... 0608 
PORR Lz5%< abridged translation......... 1505 
| $78 Lesa extract, abstract...00..00..... 0031 





0226 


Be 








aL —t 
Hand (¥) picking out just a little (>): EXCERPT/select. 

















SECOND 









PPBIOX— bv vi25*<U~5x—b 10 meters 
PORSECONG deinen meni eave haecs 1143 










3 Z 8 
a >) ~ YS UESLA secondhand... .... 0556 
renee Opps ueska& countdown... 0355 





THIF AP tpatcewescues 2'25" 
Sie seh MPN hab yh deel ace 0003, 0088, 0005, 0007 






















Imagine an hourglass with tiny grains of rice, in lieu of sand. Each /ittle (4) grain of rice (#) 
marks one SECOND of time. 











MARVELOUS, wonderful, strange Ried #2%L5% miraculous, exquisite, 


SUPE eee bo wedcg A vterianaty weeidents 271 









2 5 6 
: rp ™~ WE 425%A bright idea, excellent plan. .0097 
ane OER 425% wonderful skill; stunt ......... 0966 





Dotbt 25%25% skillful, ingenious, clever 1047 
OPPIZHAD #451c869 think strange ....... 0142 
























4 Little (>) woman (4): suggests the MARVELOUS, strangely enchanting beauty of a dainty 
female figure. 





WE x%e3 sanddune...........0.......... 
VR KIS desert eee 






















| Little (/S) stones next to water(¥): SAND. The usual character for SAND is #2 0678; } is 
generally limited to VI-2 of the next entry. «= ft 0678 

















SIFT OUT 





WK sz instructions; notice, tidings, rumor; affair 
1747 













1 Pee ee ee 
~ OSRMIAL THUED raaretanet 
'™ | haven't seen you foralongtime......... 0048, 1747 
— EXKGHSA)S S caxr% select, weed out, sift; 
4 dismiss, cashier 








age aati enna gteo meant uteneuteokernte 1, 0760 




















Suggests using water (¥) to SIFT OUT a relatively “thick” (AX) item. For example, imagine 
washing gravel in a pan to SIFT OUT gold or silver. A similar mnemonic works well for the 
unlisted 74) (h°7, SELECT) in V3-4, showing an elephant (7J) prospector “selecting” out gold 
or silver by washing gravel in a can (i). 












EES: rrr 


aw BOIL, roast BRS weATS warminhotwater....0446 
OWE Ase preentea oo. 0603 


< A) RIL #ave boil, decoct 
ley }ORLS uw parch, fire, roast; boil down 


* RN w(B) RUYOR wwre- scrambled eggs........... 1141 

















: BOILING/roasting ona fire (4) before (Bi) eating. This character was not officially standard- 
ized with BU when it was added to the Joyo list, but you'll also see it in standardized form. 














ROAST, parch WR Fr-nv fried rice... 0377 
BPEL wD Paruwviei fried vegetables 
side Hse selene nae eute ORs aes nN 0534, 0988 
rs {ORGS vB roast, parch, fry, broil 
ied AEKDDS iccerrtews (stir-}fry meat ...0216 
WB) WHE(HS) 7 IKKEU'EDS (stir-}fry meat ... 
















| Little (2) fire (£): lightly ROAST/parch. 





5 cooK ORE tow cooking 0080 
p> Rei Fu.3. cook, kitchen maid............. 1017 
7 Ak ctu cooking food for oneself .......0081 
A m4 O#KL #< cook, boil 
TS) 72S) ERED wwh75H*O having a cooking 
capacity of one go(0.18 liters) ........ 0002, 0227 


| Gaping mouth (R) blowing fire () on food: COOK. 























2 6 KINDLE, build a fire SEB GALS book burning... 0079 
: ; %E< #< kindle, builda fire, burn 
OFFS K ARO bonfire... 0026 
) 2 lv “| SEXALIT ze kindling, fire lighter.....0064 
72(<) BEXTTITS tx kindle, build a fire; 
instigate, stirup.......... ee 0064 

















Forest (PK) over fire (4X): KINDLE/build a fire. 


K 86 


2418 


2) 12 

















2 3 FIREWOOD O$f-f LAA firewood and charcoal ....... 1647 
3 BAK Late cooking... we. 0027 

= mK tf [CBR £*¥UAL firewood gathering ...1071 
pra " vy PERS. raxee< burn firewood........ 1752 
72k ER Fife *£xxOS fire-lit Noh drama periolmance 














Seep : 1 
pated Review Hf 0275. Here the standing person cuts new (r) branches for FIREWOOD. + grass 
wh 140| suggests slender sprigs, just right for kindling. 





POSSESSIVE PARTICLE ORISA vOKS Rising Sun flag .......0001, 0012 


RATS SRO kmAletedbo 2 win 
every battle fought 0461, 0460 


@uv... from... to ...; between... 
0250 





$A A 
D $tsb(s) 











This kanji appears as the POSSESSIVE PARTICLE @ in archaic or archaic-style texts in which 
kana are not used (note its similarities with the hiragana ® and katakana 7, both of which 
were derived from this kanji). Other possible uses appear in V2 and V3. Note how $2 changes 
directions four times. «= 32 1755 








POSSESSIVE PARTICLE BZ cums bird's nest 0340, 0601 


ZIM CTA xntseAc $a What is this? 
0815 





an 











Like the previous entry, this character appears in archaic texts as the POSSESSIVE PARTICLE 2. 
V2 provides another possible usage. Do not confuse with the hiragana 2. «= J4 1754, Z 1758, 
= 1759 





MtLr xh this (thing) 
HEL =z here, this place 
HEOTE FR MAW this world 














refer to the object to which he has drawn their attention, he says “THIS...” Inside other kanji, 
JH. can provide an image of three men looking at something that has drawn their attention. 
os LE 0123 











$n tn it, that(thing) 
EYL 4 there, that place 


HOB? zones # Thatistobe expected, 
+ You would think so 1442 


2 
z(n) &(0) HOR tz after that, thereafter 














a We learned this form back at # 0485, where we gave it the meaning bind/bound. As an 
independent kanji, it means THAT, as in HO A (tO ~, that person). Like the preceding 
three entries, you won't frequently come across # as an independent kanji. 





SCANTY, poor RZ \t71€5 lack, shortage, scarcity 
$3S x31¥5 destitution, poverty 
O@S%e vAIZSe poor, destitute 
lee OBL etzuvv scanty, meager 
&IZ (LU) BRMELY paeeZou Bester olmoney 














q S1-2 resemble the mortarboard and tassel of the student's formal gown, which you might 
associate with a student’s impoverished lifestyle: SCANTY/poor. 6 <2. 1755, = 1759 





LAWN GRASS SR uig<s lawn 
Os Lids lawn, turf 
SG igus play, drama 


SRE/NE User playhouse 
0255, 0034, 0252 


HE &5ulx Toshiba [company namel.... 0032 














E When you see with ++ grass, you might visualize it as a hand-pushed lawn mower: LAWN 
GRASS. c# & 1758, <2 1755 








REACH TO, extend to; be equal to; as ORS s&s reach to, amount to 

well as, and BRTS wAx0stS mention, referto...0051 
O22 diffusion, spread 

way | RBS xedskoss pass an examination 

BES) BEG) BLO BLUES) ii 





OARUB rrekUE— AandB 











3 Note the ways in which this form differs from 74 above. To perceive the idea REACH TO, 
focus visually on how $2 REACHES over TO the left, and S3 REACHES over TO the right. The 
way they both extend to the other side recalls 2_ stretch (introduced back at %£ 0872). In 
the three entries that follow, will signify reach. 




















HANDLE, treat 











HOD(H) BHOA(V) 


EFICHRI eS ¥icH2H9 handle skillfully 
Patra Manager d sets daitinad tata hen ten Mid actn 0041, 0046 
ORUA sonumrt: way to handle ......... 0173 
ZAR. xe<Homv' hospitality, entertainment; 
SOLVI CO ia coriecalagt oh Masato i v ctlaaltiaa ashes 0787 


FUER Ltd» handling, dealing, 





treatment; trading, selling; handling, 
| manipulation, operation; service .......... 0059 











Following the previous entry, see how S5 and S6 reach. Now visualize the whole kanji as a 
hand (#) reaching out to HANDLE/treat something. 


GRADE, rank 











Fa 


4% £5205 class, grade, rank, magnitude 0393 
Of mused class, estate; rank, grade....1430 


-E#R vs5%05 higher grade, advanced class, 
High class 0... 0041 


40M Lexed beginner's class .............. 0710 
TPA LSawSee. classmate ....... 
























ce WK 1764 











Suggests military insignia, that is, thread (#) that shows one has reached (Az) a certain 
GRADE or rank. While the previous entry does not have an on reading, this one and the one 
after follow the on reading of At, 2°. 


'SUCK 
? BREATHE IN 





MONROR cise a) anna tendo teiatiecen sane ihen 1155 
kay 2RAFS 43'05FS inhale, breathe in; suck 
> (5) (in); imbibe... 0039 


OPZ|FS xw5v.4F8 suckin), absorb; attract 


‘WRX 0305 absorption, assimilation; 


@y¥N3eMRF 9/aeT5 smoke a cigarette 





IZ.) $v4M Japanese-style soup. ...... 





Picture the mouth (1) reaching (3) out to SUCK in/BREATHE IN air. Note how two of the 
three strokes in At seem to get SUCKED toward [-1. The reading 3) resembles the sound 
your mouth makes when you SUCK in air, as when you're sipping hot “soooooup” (see V5). 


BLOW, breathe out 


AA 
wy (<) 





#104, 





Mouth (1) + gaping mouth (/K): breathe out/BLOW. To distinguish from the previous 
entry, note how S5 seems to point away from the mouth, whereas in the previous entry, two 
of the three strokes in At get sucked toward it. On-yomi compounds appear at 3X 2016 and 


M 1763 





FAD TOD pefxaurtws thewindis 


DIOWING ......- ccc 0425 
OP SIAD neZE blowinto, breathe into. ..0192 
BRS Ade flute player... 1530 
MRS Susie snowstorm... 0899 






















































CALL, send for 








£3) 





NE CAS TON Call lieateaseei Orotiae 
OBEN 2x05 breathing, respiration... 1763 
IFOPNTS kum callto; appealto...1117 
IPOH ux call, summon; page....0038 


OR FEDS Leeks call the doctor 
dan hit Mens ate art, Baas eestor heyetions oped ta ts 0561, 0107 





























Visualize the mouth (LJ) CALLING to -¥* and getting its attention. Note how, in contrast to °2 
0334, > has two strokes that either lean (S4, in the head character) or hook ($8) toward the 
mouth, graphically representing how the mouth has attracted its attention. 


SPEW, vomit 














BE FULFILLED, fulfill, grant 


Mouth (I) ingests soil (:), then SPEWS/vomits. «= FH 1767 








OME eure sigh, longbreath............... 
Hil £42 vomiting blood................. 0198 

OnE < i&< spew, vomit; exhale; emit, send forth 
Isis (aez2F spew, vomit, disgorge. ..0038 

MEAS (dett nausea... ee. 












IH a5 be fulfilled, be realized, be granted 


IH d>%\. *tb@uy be unable, be beyond 
one’s power 


{ORAM Mase have one’s wish 





Fay ¥a7 
D(A) MwR(AS) 





TOA ZOO 3k oon hai AM ede Pte 1064 


H2 #224 grant(a request), fulfill 
(expectations), answer (a person’s prayer) 




















| If you visualize + as pointing down from the mouth (J), it suggests a word coming down 
from the mouth of a higher-up, FULFILLING/granting a subordinate’s request. «= IH: 1766 


WHS 4 LotessS reproach, scold, reprove 
sath hendrat ec Abea ge GREG oa asic obsteetgaa vate lad 0831 


Maik Loe. correction of errors ........... 0043 








vy 
Lav (2) 





OnKS Le scold, rebuke, reprove 
Mk524S Lares bescolded 


MU ATIF UmtyotS rebuke strongly, baw 
QUE sts 2 dear ysad si ben wero uciaiest Coeliac 00 





| 
64 

















Visualize [1] as the mouth of an adult, SCOLDING a seated child (2). 











OW} 544 shout, cry, scream 
MAUL SS ¥>%25F% exclaim, scream, shout 
127 





Fay 
StF (33) 





OMR3s angst shout, scream, cry; advocate 
LO FF sivtca shout, outcry 


CREM mumceass cry loudly for 
| reform 0429, 0592 











Visualize J} as a hand held up to one’s mouth (C1) to amplify the volume of one’s voice 
while SHOUTING. S5 represents the thumb, held out to fit under the chin. $4 and the top of 
S6 represent the fingers, while the bottom of $6 represents the wrist. 











RECITE IGMRSS XALLSFS recite, chant........ 1685 
BAIS TS 45¥AtS recite, sing........... 1476 
Be"4 LXA reciting Chinese poems ........ 0389 
| ey 


Ome ¥AKU reciting/chanting a poem: poem 
1693 











| When it appears next to now(4>), let mouth (1) suggest singing or RECITING in precise 
time. «= 1771 





BATA t#A35FS contain, have, hold.0400 
48 F4% (35%A4F% include, encompass; 
0457 








4 CONTAIN, include 


WY 





CW BCE): Bis) 





W796 


















jO@E <b contain, indude 
FOS 3<HS include 
KEOT .e3<OT including... 








fA good way to distinguish this from the previous entry is to see the larger 1 here as a box 


rather than a mouth. This entry thus refers to what is presently (4) inside a box, to signify 
the idea CONTAIN/include. Remember, the smaller J in the previous entry represents a 
mouth, while the larger 1 in this entry represents a box. «= NF 1770 


KOTO (Japanese zither) 









32H %A%x< kotomusic.................... 


O25 &AxA heartstrings, one’s innermost 
fOCLINGS eset piesa celys angle sehen staewetss 0210 





HY 
ck 





| eH xeeu< playthekoto............ 1075 


Ze 2E3H ariel ongersall(Diestum ot 
ivory used in playing the koto............... 








depicts the strings of the KOTO. 


Following "5 above, 4 suggests playing in precise (musical) time. The top of the character 








; PERPLEXED, lost ZBERX Huh< trouble, annoyance 
I AE HuvA superstition... 0063 





{RATS TuwHoss beinaslump....... 0479 


3, 
6 
\ RA OM wurees labyrinth, maze.............. 1242 
#X(5) OR4 £45 be perplexed, be lost 














See the eight lines of the rice (7K) grapheme all pointing in different directions. 3_ indicates 
that we're trying to go somewhere, but 7K indicates that we don’t know which way to go. 
We're lost/PERPLEXED. 











\." : RIDDLE, enigma Bee HRS @E*E< solve ariddle [mystery] 0345 
=~ )5 D ORM £eO mysterious 

eS . RORAB @FOSOUALIA mysterious 

‘eg? Re murder... 0522, 0015, 0080, 0118 


? | Words (#) that perplex (#8): RIDDLE/enigma. Like other new Joyo kanji that contain +_, this | 


entry was not officially simplified to _ when it was added to the Joyo Kanji List. Remember, 
it is always acceptable to write 3_ in place of <_. 




















REVERSE, contrary OME xe<TA reversal, turnabout, inversion 
ben oawset ake Aceh ah ite es Ee, Sea li 0224 
WR xXe<teV retrogression, going 
iF Ih SWE CKWARCiies diiiaseanzetnpapanianneranne Gs ales 1019 
Xx 7 MBL Xe<eo paradox... 1197 
<p Xxp(X) ¥A(H5) Ot xmad upside-down, reverse......... 0501 





Buc Bi54 #BvIcCkwsd disobey one’s parents 
0276 











Imagine that S6 started out vertical. Then the truck (%_) suddenly sped forward, sending the | 
object loaded on it tumbling backward. ## depicts that instant, when the two objects move 
in REVERSE directions. 








GO BACK IN TIME, go upstream OMMTA t403t% retroact.....0....... 1760 

MIRA zawsT# retroactive ........ 1760, 0169 

METS #Us5t% retroact; go upstream 
0041 





v 
XDOIE (4) 





WTF S *25F% goupstream........... 0055 
OWS amat¥s go back (in time); go upstream 














GOING BACK IN TIME. 




















MODEL, mold 


= 











WR £%5 plasticimage; clay figure....... 
Osi 225 modeling, molding............ 0699 


WZ¥8 5% carving and modeling, plastic arts; 
claymodel... ee 1279 


















MERITORIOUS SERVICE 


Use the curving shape of S6 and S7 as a visual cue for the idea of giving shape to an object. 
See both parts of #4 working together as a MODEL to mold a malleable chunk of earth (4). 


























ORT} <A25 distinguished service, merit. 1046 
SX#E <Aus5 decoration, order, medal... 1459 


BREN <A deeds of arms, distinguished 
military service oo... ee, 0111 


FRA La<a meritorious deeds, as 



















BALMY, fragrant 


uted directly over searing flames (2): MERITORIOUS SERVICE. t= #& 1779, 8) 0540 





VY 
wd (4) 
















OF BL <As5 balmy breeze... 
FRYE <AaA fragrant smoke................ 0768 
OK) wast) fragrance, aroma 


PERIZ patéewss The fresh verdure 
smells sweet ...0.00.0.00. ee 0404, 0605 











4779.) Herbs (+*) piled (i) atop a fire (»), burning fragrantly: BALMY/fragrant, «3 7% 1188, #4 





1778 





FRAGRANT 





we 
DAAX (LW) 
















OFF5%, (25% fragrantscent.....0.0.00... 
35H (545 fragrantherb................... 0144 
HE (5CHAG aromatic, rich........... 1491 
GAR 250H03< guest book ....... 0269, 0608 

OFLU maize fragrant; favorable 











| Picture a person (Jj) running through a FRAGRANT meadow filled with herbs (+¥). 











SWEET SMELL 





a9 4+ay 
D DB) WEA) 











| Bundled rice (AX), mellowing in the sunshine (E]): SWEET SMELL. 





EXCELLENT 





yay 
Ov(TAH) 





MB <Ac5 fragrance 

HE (3525 perfume, fragrance, aroma...1780 
OF 7K 235d perfume 

S Hes smell sweet, be fragrant 
OFEM AY) tstemmst) fragrance of flowers 0121 








OB Fz 5L03% excellent, superior, best 0780 
FG Lw3v> supreme excellence 1273 
{EFS LwALwS genius, prodigy 
FA Lwdxvv (person of) genius 


OR ARBICHCS carious excelin 
Japanese 0001, 0031, 0222 








go out). 





INDUCE, invite 





19 
SE%(9) 








When 74 (1754) appears inside other kanji, see it as a hand or rod (/) pulling an object (4) 
away toward the left. Here, we thus have a rice bundle (7X) being pulled away from “the 
chaff,” to signify EXCELLENCE. Now review the differences between J9 and Xz 1760. The 
reading OVC 4 (excel, stand out) sounds like 9]\"C (OT, pulling) + LH (C4, 


OBER 3h< temptation, seduction 
Bt S pawsss induce, invite, persuade. 


O35 35 invite, ask 





a This character includes the previous entry in full, but we should still focus visually on 74 and 


INDUCE/invite. 





KIDNAP 














how its left-hand stroke seems to pull away. Words (#) attempting to pull (someone) away: 





O2%45 Sav» kidnapping, abduction ......1783 
97% mfevs absconding with money. .... 1232 








+ 1104): KIDNAPPING. «= 4 1104 





7 Do you notice anything odd about this character? By now, you are probably used to seeing 
knife (JJ) over mouth (C1) in kanji based on #4 1103, but here, the knife and mouth are 
reversed. In this way, think of this entry as the conceptual opposite of politely INVITING ( (FA 

















‘PASS THROUGH ©3338 UALS permeation, penetration 
? SEE-THROUGH, transparent @ySHA te esau transparent 


2 FL 2IR< HAT< be seenright through, be 
0083 


— ouviols 


F(X) FHS) FS) 








@RYATIVA tusavsoz foe 


| Here again focus visually on JY and how its left-hand stroke seems to pull toward the 
left. With 3_ advance, we should think of pulling or advancing through a barrier: PASS 
THROUGH. Also means SEE-THROUGH/transparent, from the idea of light PASSING 
THROUGH a barrier. 








CARRY IN HAND, join hands OMG5(HERG) uvev~CAd) mobile (telephone) 

1232, 0155, 0053 
HE{T SS wz5tS carryalong, bring. . 0055 
PLEHER A DREKTSAS carnyastichlnones 





74 
PeHX(RSZ) EBX (DS) XEBE tite. cooperation, league, concert. .0582 


OPPES ZS cTutguys actin concert with, tie 
up with 1679 


| Hand (#) + bird (#2) + pull away (7): here visualize the hand carrying the bird away (like a 
portable phone): CARRY IN HAND. ex #£ 2182 











’MALE O#E- #5U bull, steer 

HEROIC ORK stew male dog 
2HEFR 5<A% eloquent, fluent 
2 \OREHE zu hero 

B- Bt 














Think of 2x as a hand (7) placed on a nose (Zs). Then visualize this character as a MALE 
bravely and HEROICALLY placing his hand upon a bird (#£)'s nose (i.e., beak). = JHE 1788 





FEMALE WHEE Li male and female; victory or defeat 
1787 


HEA &5L cow 
WEZE size female flower 
OFF Mtv female dog, bitch 





- oy 











Recall from Ji 1756 the image of three men looking at something that has drawn their atten- 
tion. Here they are three male birds, gawking at a lovely FEMALE bird (4E). ws HE 1787 














ALITTLE BIT 








+ 
WX (Ay) 

















623 xu. trifling matter 
OveAh ze xxuve slight, trifling, insignificant...0239 
EGA te xxv trifling, trivial 


EC PBXELT WssMBeSXELE (I)wasa 
little surprised 





Because the top stroke of —. is narrower than the lower stroke, we can visualize it here as a 
pyramid shape, narrowing at the top. Notice how there’s only A LITTLE BIT of space at the top 


of $7 for the three men (IL) to fit. 


BRUSHWOOD, firewood 





HA 
ue 








OFEXI|1) Liza) firewood gathering 
S2t8 vite brushwood fence 
BERK vigewe Shiba Inu [kind of dog] 
32H vist Shibata [surname] 











Here visualize JL as slender branches at the top of a tree (AX): BRUSHWOOD/firewood. 


oe $1791 











OR HNEE Laxutta. ultraviolet rays 
3 UA purplish blue 
Zh UZA tobacco smoke 

O38 4% wSau3 purple color, purple 
IRF HP’SXX reddish purple 











Here the three men (JIL)’s attention has been drawn by a flamboyant PURPLE thread (#?). 
ue Fe 1790 





ay) 


DA 








ORB xAifo haircut 
% #542 hair 
A vos (=1d<id->) white/gray hair......0076 
BZGEV maious hairdresser; hairdressing 0516 
OB DE maar hair 








5% means hair. Picture Z as a comb, and $2~4 as long Jocks of hair. With 3& friend, this 
entry depicts a person having her HAIR combed by a friend. ss #4 1793 

















BEARD, mustache OREBIS vitezts shave (one's beard) ..1192 


ASE e0F mustache. 1558 
#2IM] wf bearded/unshaven face .....0175 


y MEAGEZ L507 stubble, unshaven face 
5 nn (esc ere re. eye 0048, 0976 
















i Distinguish from the previous entry by using K. (similar to katakana ) as a quick clue for O 
\F (BEARD/mustache). «= 52 1792 








; 3 SWINDLE #FAX xv fraud, swindle.................... 0059 
. y . x e 2 A 
ee ff #F#h XLS misrepresentation, false aualin 














Review 0153-54. Here, we fabricate words (#) as with a saw (’F): SWINDLE. A useful com- 
pound to memorize appears in the next entry. Remember to associate the English word “saw” 
with the on readings ++ and ++ 7, one or both of which apply to all kanji in this course 
containing 7F. «= af 1276 











DECEIVE OPER xe swindle, fraud 
ZERKE +L swindler, con artist 
OK wexe< deceive 
¥ JRABDT Hxosecds deceive and ed - 
HXD (<) 











| Imagine a scenario in which a person has been duped into letting in a robber, who ties him 
up and then ile off with his valuables. In this kanji we see the person bound up (££), his 
mouth gaping (/K) in shock at how he’s been DECEIVED. 













OFF#L Uxd¥ shogi, Japanese chess ......... 
#i-E &U_ professional go/shogi player.....0350 
HLIR xmv\ go circles; shogicircles......... 0612 

His# <3 record of agame of shogi/go.... 1086 





SHOGI (Japanese chess) 











——] 





















slices 
In the next two entries, let EE represent a rectangular grid, on which one plays a game of chess 
or checkers. The game with the wooden (4) pieces is SHOGI (Japanese chess). (Continued in 
next entry) «= # 1797 

















GO (Japanese checkers) 





— 














BEA ZU gostone oo... 
Off ~izA go board, checkerboard... 0673 
Qt Cauvs goparlor............ 0226, 0249 
PAH wz (the game of) go... 0435 
HFT O red play(agameof)go .....1025 









| checkers), c= 2£ 0485, HE 1796 











zee 


vy 
(ZANE) USBIS CEL) 














{| (Continuing from the previous entry) The game with the stone (4) pieces is GO (Japanese 


ta 13 | 
3 EXTREMELY 


OVEKE VALuvE extremely big: serious; nay 
0033 


SECHS 25vATHS be very glad..... 1470 
REZ LALAS profound; careful, mature 1715 
OEX taaeid7 extremely, very 


FEL ER eeRELUT HU serious 
misunderstanding ..................... 1480, 0345 








99 to “the stocks,” an EXTREME form of punishment. $6 








"CHECK, consider 
2 INTUITIVE PERCEPTION 





ay 











Returning to the meaning bind/bound for , we can visualize in this entry a person bound 


the detainee’s fegs, which can be seen dangling below (JL). Associate the image not with 
punishment, but with the idea of EXTREMENESS. 











represents the boards locked around 









"Hh wAUeS calculation; account, settlement of 


2 HT < mAS< sense(adanger)............... 1715 
2HO BVA paAmuwve person of quick 
perception ow... ees 0285, 0015 


OPW pase wrong guess/impression .. 0663 













ENDURE, tolerate 


LL J 
AY 
(AD) t:E(A)* 











Here we observe the detainee (£) CHECKING out the plow (7) left next to him, consider: 
ing it for potential use in an escape plot. To the extent that he naturally understands how to 
make use of the p/ow, the character can also represent the idea of INTUITIVE PERCEPTION. 









HEAT A pAlcAts have patience, bear 


with; forgive, pardon ............0.00.004 1095 
OHEZ A tS endure, bear 
OER MEL. feaoteG. Unbearable............ 0712 
ORS IHEZRS HLSICKRS bear up under 
misfortune.....0.00.00 ee 0049, 1470 


HED te. ASA. cannot bear; cannot help 
(doing) 

















y Finally, picture the detainee (=) suffering the additional humiliation of being pelted by clods 
of dirt(£), hurled at him by scornful passers-by: ENDURE. 














COUNTER FOR ANIMALS ORE ware five dogs 


_ 2 COUNTER FORANIMALS = OR AVE wazue fivedogs........... 
or BUC 45ux severalanimals............... 0309 
RTS votass match, rival... 1122 

Ey 

OS 


We first encountered [_. back at IX 0297. Here, it represents an animal cage with an opening 
at the side. Inside it we find human legs ()L), which we should interpret, by way of excep- 
tion, to be animal legs: COUNTER FOR ANIMALS. Distinguish from 24 0006 FOUR by the lack 
of the “fourth” side. «= PU 0006 










































CRAFTSMAN 





THE 2545 artisan, mechanic............ 
441 ule skilled craftsman... 0269 
fi OfFE ULss master,teacher................ 0748 


yay FAGE %sle5 great master, maestro........ 0483 
<a 














E | Now picture _ as a storage box with an opening on one side. A hacksaw (JT) stored inside 
this box symbolizes the CRAFTSMAN. os LE 0561 












CONCEAL 











ORR e<aous anonymity, incognito, pseudonym 
See ceed deeb ts tee see teeeettuneertreneenerens 0269 


RaEE wA&< concealment; misprision.....1312 
WHTS we<ss hide, conceal.......... 1384 























SHE Uw< acceptance... 


10, 
Ojee we 
LEds#< consent, assent, agreement... 0959 
+} AGE Usd 9 





Sg Sa BSS consent, assent................ 0850 
‘ee HD RE muee< readyconsent................. 0331 


ARE &\E< informal/private consent ....0215 











Picture the young person (#3) holding words (#), the way a young schoolchild holds words of 
parental CONSENT on a permission slip as he reports to school on the day of a field trip. 











O29 25 beg, pray for 


CB Ze beggar 

WEY enzvv beggar, begging 
ay* a FZ &€Cuy ritual prayer for rain 
<=(4) 














Visualize G as a BEGGAR kneeling and holding out his hands, and “~ as a charitable person 
standing above him, holding out an arm (52) to give him a handout. «& SE 1806, Z. 1522 





UP TO, until Win3xe zhet up to/until now 
EENIE #h*T up to/until then 


WATS besetsS goto the extent of 
stealing 1304 


ey SERIES AK DETIC bythe year’s end. 0117, 0272 
ET WIRD BE LIER CSPAOZEALEETE 
| simply have done what | ought to do 

0141, 0760, 0080 


Beggar (’Z.) hitching a ride on a truck (_), as far as it will take him: UP TO/until. Note that 
TC is usually written in hiragana. «= 7 1805 

















B42 »Ax dry season 

82) AK dry provisions, groceries ....0172 
ORS S pAlkrdS drinkatoast, toast... 1696 
AY O#E< amps vil dry (up) 


Dd (<) ard (Dd) BWLD T xtOebboT ary clothes, ; 
0938, 017 














Alcoholic beggar (Z.) “DRYING” out in the morning (from # 0145). «= #F 1808, 0408 

















TRUNK FREE CAMA basis, root; keynote; root and 
TrUNK ooo cece cece 0284 

SHR LAmAHA Shinkansen, bullet train 
obec bbb ebb dete vbtivettetbeeeeies 0275, 0210 
ay OBESE Ais executive, (managing) staff....0068 
AS ER Lema editorinchief........000....... 0365 
ORM zmH* trunkofatree.............. 0028 








A 
[ Here interpret -F visually, as a tree TRUNK with two sets of branches (see “ as the tree’s 
§1 | canopy). From HF] 0145, recall that the left side of this character depicts the sun (H) rising 
through two cross-shaped plants. Let that image suggest “rising straight up,’ just as a tree 
TRUNK does. s& 4z 1807, #F 0691 





















‘MANIPULATE 


| om | 2 FIDELITY 








© fee 25% operation, manipulation, handling 0152 
“ERRES S 2500972 manage, control; steer; pilot 

sate caaeint ciety aunts cata ait patch cine Maa besteaestst 0871 
| “ABR fu gymnastics, calisthenics ......... 0062 












4 { 
3 vo 
ASB HED(4) 


OUBTHRS 2zrtH7r manipulate public 
OPINION... ee 0604, 0942 


Ope FS HSHEELS preserve one's chastity, 
adhere to one’s principles 
















DRY OUT 


| : =a : R 7 
#| Think of 58 as a tree (AX) with fruit (in), which the hand (¥) carefully and dexterously picks: 
MANIPULATE. Associate M2 FIDELITY with the idea of dependable handling. 





OKLMES S wAtSF% dry out/up, desiccate 
1807 












Ya 





RORRBE DATS dryer... 1807, 0473 
raed 25254 high and dry ground 
Lagan eed asda enna Me ate tin cel it 0185, 0187 


HEUKRLIR baHATIe dry as dust, insipid 
ote Pond ike daterl oSliey tat 0048, 0273, 1807 














"REEL, spin 
2 SHIFT ONWARD 


Now we use fire (&) to DRY OUT the fruit (im, following previous entry). 


"RUE <Ubx ginned cotton 
2#EU ETS <uau'S advance, move up...0041 
2 EWES <UM<S postpone, put off ...0872 





<(4) 





2-21) #1) -By<1)_ tiding over, makeshift 
Open cupat repeat, do over again. ..0378 








nounced V7. 








SEAWEED, algae 


Here, picture 11m as cotton bolls, whose thread (#) is being spun onto REELS. M2 SHIFT 
ONWARD comes from the idea of shifting thread from a cotton boll or silk cocoon onto a 
REEL. Note that while this entry has no on-yomi, the others incorporating 5# are all pro- 





Yo 








BAH z5.' seaweed, algae... 0310 
O}FRR »%3 seaweed, kelp, marine algae 0106 
ERE Ue<S preenalgae oo... 0607 
MEE 4¢x water plants... 0144 








growing in water. SEAWEED. 











2 This time, the focus shifts to + and Y, which suggest that 5& is in this case a grass-like plant 




















“#9 


2891 


+ GE 








SPOUT, gush out 











TAA sALe jet, jet propulsion 

IIH 3ALe> spouting, gushing 
DAK Atv. jet (of water), fountain 
OBA .3A* eruption, volcanic activity 
OMgSiWS sax spout, gush out 





#{ depicts a shellfish swollen to bursting. With LJ to suggest the mouth of a geyser or 
volcano, it signifies SPOUT/gush out. The three kanji that incorporate 4 are all pronounced 


TY. 


TUMULUS 











OvH SH 23.4 tumulus, ancient tomb 


SRE ANe grave, tomb 
0254 
TAREE xAveUY Kofun period [Japanese 
historical era, approx. 250-538 CE] 
0254, 0383, 0071 








| Earth (£) + swollen to bursting (Ei): TUMULUS. 


INDIGNATION 

















0926 
0575 


#elA 4.54 righteous indignation 
FUSS sawess be enraged 


ORL SAHAL indignantly, ina rage. ...0760 


248 2554 public indignation/resentment 
0089 


OBS wees be indignant 





Heart (‘) + swollen to bursting (EX): INDIGNATION. 





FANG, tusk 





Wwe 
irs 








Bw eI ior... 1277 

He &<# poisonfang....... oc 0133 

REMAFEA OL cowaeeour the tiger 
bared its fangs.......00000...0.0.00... 0912, 0609 











Depicts a FANG or tusk. Note the slight difference between the independent kanji and the 


grapheme version, seen in the next entry. 5 3F 1817 





BF ix<s wheat germ, malt 

r —~ $73F LAs sprout, bud, shoot 

® 4 baw young bud 

OSFEZS wiexS bud, sprout; begin 




















| Slender fang (7) of grass (++): BUD. = FP 1816 








1927 

| 8 

6 ELEGANT OPHEZ 5am elegant, graceful, refined. ..0780 
2 f JEUHE 350° elegance, refinement, daintiness 

j 7 Hoe EAE as cca nn ase Sh ten acne ace Mila SodG le ile ads Seed rea rad baci 0425 








HESE a#°< old Japanese court music ...... 0302 


- 
REVS #%< elegance and vulgarity ........ 1039 














Bird (42) with an ELEGANT, slender, fang (4-)-like beak, like a hummingbird’s. 








OF—FE wea< wickedness, vice 
Ai Lees evil course; heresy 
SEFRA GLX innocence, simplicity. 0048, 0126 


TERO RF #u.ven<x> discrimination 
between right and wrong 0043, 0297, 0090 


JAB a (common) cold 














1 Here we observe a fanged (77) beast that has surmounted the town walls and is now inside 
the town({S). Let this image symbolize EVIL. 





ALREADY, previous BEWEO &Z2AM (already) married 1721 
BEGEYE %5L43 previous illness, medical 
0866, 0618 
OBEREO tv established, existing, done..0070 
+ PERSE *¥UUU> established fact, fait 
PCr) accompli 0070, 0080, 0499 
BRISHHL BRIS TTSILEKSIC ast have 
previously stated 0315, 0501 














1 At the right, notice how J differs from 7 of the previous few entries. We shall still see it as 
a fang. Focus on how the fang has ALREADY wrapped all the way around the /ittle boy (B )— 
he’s ALREADY done for, Note the variant forms for this and the next two entries. «= Bl 0390 











487 











GENERAL, rough 











WA 

















DEPLORE 





| The /ittle boy (E) is larger than the usual prey, so the fanged (.) beast will have to measure 
him first to be sure it can actually swallow him. Here we observe the fanged beast using a 
piece of wood (#) to make a GENERAL/rough measure of the size of his quarry. «= 4BE 1822 



















HBA #.1)e< outline, summary; roughly... 0791 
ie *#.°SA outline, general remarks ....0942 


WES S vos generalize, summarize 
Sin Roath AAAS wa 8 ob tals ant Mad ak So ae 1069 
OES #uaA general idea, concept........ 0230 


—FRIS usec unconditionally; Molly, 
indiscriminately 0002 





IETS wuteATS deplore, lament, rears 
731 





OBE s.AaU» resentment, indignation ....1815 
RRL sere deploringly; indignantly 0760 












SEEDLING 


Here a heart (‘!) DEPLORES what is happening to the /ittle boy (EB) in BE 1820. Remembering 
this idea, practice writing this character in alternation with B& and #, focusing on distin- 
guishing their meanings. c= #% 





: = Ea lav" 


kA tb- 
























fii Lev's3 seedlings, seeds and saplings 
0544 







Off AR ax sapling, youngtree............. 
HR @aez seedbed o.oo... 0851 
Tatk @bL4 bed for rice seedlings, rice nursery 

0071 


ieietanee 0098 








DEPICT 








eax 
RAK) aX) 





4 












FHS 4 v'es4sS drawa picture, paint 0176 

FFH tv'.x5 (rough)sketch 0132 

OFF] us5Le depiction; portrayal; drawing 
859 


O#8< aa< depict, draw, paint 
THREAT HS #55220 paintin oil... 0433, 0525 

















| Hand (¥) using a seedling (fi) as a brush, to DEPICT things. 














OBER wvvu'ssm cat lover 
FH az kitten. 
Ha waz stoop, bentback................ 0124 





Ean 
raten 





MECH C wleTCAT ina soft coaxing 


voice 1538, 0529 
4848 €t%t2 beckoning cat (figurine) 1104 








a | 





a | A smallish four-legged creature (3 ), gentle an 


d lithe enough to walk among the seedlings 


(Fi): CAT. As a visual shortcut, you might associate ++ with a CAT’s whiskers. 





: " GERMINATE, sprout 


OG 3E 250° germination, beginning: sprout 1817 
OW§2S 2S sprout, bud 
WHE &ax04 yellowish green....0915, 0528 





wT RY 
b(24S) S89) 





OW axe germinate, sprout; show signs of 
HHL ¥XU germination, sprouting: signs 











& | Rather than use bright from 4A, | suggest you 


and moon (3): GERMINATE. 





‘SIGN, omen; show signs of 
TRILLION 


visualize grass (+) sprouting atop the sun (H) 


©JKK 42525 symptom, sign; omen 
'HIJK #4625 omen, sign 
OF xg sprout, show signs of 





Fav 


aX(F) S¥(L) 





'XIBOIKL xz5bMxxU omen of disaster 
0296, 0680 


2 JIKAN 64524 twotrillion yen ...0003, 0013 














27) BAS (& XS previous entry, V4) and JKF ( 


% “, V3 here) overlap in signifying “sprout” 


and “show signs of,” so see JK as a pair of stalks with buds showing signs of blossoming. M2 
TRILLION should be practiced together with 77 0018 TEN THOUSAND and 4 0622 HUNDRED 


MILLION. 








Ok 445125 view, prospect, outlook... 1066 


HED 54%%0°S look out overthesea 
CAN fi te Maat IA cote Leds te dn dante ne 0106 





6, GAZE 
\ 10 
U [Fay 
RA (4) 











| break out of their knobby buds (Jk), other than GAZE at them, as long as it takes, until they 
finally blossom? The reading 7 2* & B (Bk 4, gaze) sounds like fev (7 2*\, long) + 


FZ (AG, see, view). 




















ESCAPE Ove £55 flight, escape 
MCF S &5F5FS escape, abscond, desert 
02 





= WERE &5u escape, evasion, flight 1469 
OmeZ 
LPB) CH) OA) VEIFS sciFS escape, run away 


DA (RS) BEATS tcas let go, let escape 











Picture a dishonest plant lover pulling the budding stalks (JK) up from their roots and spirit- 
ing them away on the back of a truck (3_) to his private flower garden: ESCAPE. 


BAPE 455 yellow peach 
PEER &%2%M peach orchard 
Op #604 pink, rose [color] 





ary 


£353) 











. # suggests tree species. What we must memorize, then, is that the tree’s budding flowers (JE) 





| are those of the PEACH. Picture the buds first flowering to attract pollinators, then ripening 
into big, velvety, juicy, thirst-slaking PEACHES. 


JUMP, leap BREED S 25%<F% jump, leap, spring... 1327 
OpktaS tat% jump, leap, bound 

Opk.3s &3¢ jump, leap, spring 
Fae | FROBKAAS Lvs} jump up and down, 
id(4a4) EGS) -E(B) 





hop 
0475 














See JE as a person getting ready to spring his legs and JUMP right over the two budding stalks 
(JK). This would be a good time to review Af& 0475 and Hi 1325. «= BE 1327 


PROVOKE, challenge OPK 525HA challenge, defiance 


PEIET S 423514044 provoke, incite, excite, 
stimulate 0148 

SORVEPED zm vence challenge 

Fay (someone) to a fight 

we (TD) 

















See the two short crossing strokes of $ hand (its fingers) PROVOKING the budding stalks 
(JK): they are picking at the top-left bud, and in an instant they will have plucked it off. 
Focus for a moment on the place where the fingers are about to pinch off the helpless bud, 
and sense the prospect of imminent violence. Now test yourself on this JE set. 









CLUMSY 















7 ky 
tet (VY) 








OMBR tonok clumsy, awkward, unskillful 

ulna stand tolecnbendatata ted ferme ttes ten Sage 1743 
fHBR%& 4>%<& rough and ready, fast and 

SIPPY cccgedos sol Reale feaat tua me eidae ate, 1143 


P54 25> skill, dexterity, workmanship 1047 
Of fv) itu» clumsy, unskillful 








NESS. os $4 1835 








BEND, submit to 


Here we observe a hand (#) slipping out (tH) of place, which signifies the idea of CLUMSI- 





ay 
DA(D)* Hd*(D4)* 

















OMT <ot> bending, turn; refraction. ....1698 
AHO 3<2M indomitable, unyielding 0049 
$3) % %3<>% cramped; overly formal 1711 
FATS <ot bend, yield 

jC mat bend over, stoop 









os Ja 1528, RR 0255 





Now we shall make use of F’’s additional sense buttocks, which we learned back at /% 0488. 
The present entry refers to “putting out (UH) one’s buttocks,’ i.e., the act of BENDING over. 





ay 
13 (4) 


















PRR SS <ox<+ dig out, excavate ..... 
TRH xu<> mining... 0989 
OFT S ito<otB dig, excavate ........ 0148 
Off tea dig, excavate 


FAVYIET tayyas turn up (the soil), tearup(a 
Cas Sere sanes te anltme ncaa vette thes 0378 








JR 1836 





Bend over (J) and DIG with your hands (+). Note that while the next entry has no on-yomi, 
the other three with Ji, including the present entry, are all pronounced 7 7. e& Jill 1833, 





L. 
Ee) 



















OPI faa CaNal.. ccc 

YR tay) canal, ditch... 0416 
FAXKYR £5tuve) irrigation ditch. ..0047, 0027 
AYR tEIEU outermoat..... 0266 















Once used interchangeably with the previous entry, but now used only for the noun (£1) 
(DITCH), while the previous entry is used for the verb (24 (DIG). You can remember this 
easily by associating ¥ with the action and t with the object. Because 4# is used only for the 
word (£9), ithas no on-yomi. «= Si 2171, Hii 1835 










491 











‘SEAL, enclose OTS &539F% encloselinaletter), ..0182 
? ENFEOFF "STS Ao85TS seal hermetically....1383 
THOS 1544S break the seal 0086 


39 RY Oe EAE suATHe feudal, feudalistic 
1609, 0169 





2S wade feudalism 
1609, 0708, 0280 


_ 
Here we observe an outstretched arm (*}-) applying two lumps of sticky earth (<E) to SEAL an 
envelope (see V2 of the next entry). Associate M2 ENFEOFF with M1 SEAL through association 
with the historical process of Enclosure, which “sealed” off common lands so as to turn them 


into private property. 














FOR] 2A€S cylinder 

OFF] 35¢5 envelope 

ORsI 22242: cylindrical, tube-shaped ....0147 
it 2227 tight-sleeved kimono 1531 
IMB e737 tea caddy 














E When [il appears under *”, visualize it as a cross-sectional view of an insulated TUBE (made 
of bamboo, of course). Also, make an effort to remember that {i ( h*7) is the only character 
based on [FJ that is not pronounced F''7. «= {#1 0261 





1PIPE VERO pAvESO tubular 

2 EXERCISE CONTROL ORF ama windpipe, trachea 

ORO com iron pipe 

ny OTS pats administer, manage. . 0532 
<7 2fRE TS iapATS take custody of, keep 0646 














. a 
| Bamboo (** ) government official (‘EB ): associate this combination with municipally oper- 
ated utilities involving bamboo pipes, such as sewerage and water. This should allow you to 
remember MI PIPE, as well as M2 EXERCISE CONTROL, from the idea of governmental control 


over what passes through the pipes. 





COFFIN ORE toma sarcophagus 
IETS O5rATS placeabody in pom 
156 





HES 4S LeowATS carry the coffin out : 
the house 038 











Every government official (2) is allotted one tree (#) for his COFFIN. 


























EXERCISE JURISDICTION OVER O4%8% Am jurisdiction, control.......... 1839 


7 8, 
y Sy#8 SAH separate control/jurisdiction 
lo (RP Ns ee 0088 
; re PRE Lam jurisdiction... 0249 
6 








EBS Ss0m> directjurisdiction/control. ..0839 


tHE £52 general control, control and 
jurisdiction 











4) Picking up from “& 1839, we find here another domain in which people expect the govern- 
Hi 159] ment to step in and EXERCISE JURISDICTION: situations when cars (H£) cause harm (2), 











OWI 5142 (185454) cave, den 
Zila] <5e5 cave, cavern, hollow 
Jalil 5&5 wind tunnel 

ky #2 &5> insight, penetration 

{£5 














Here visualize |] as the door to a CAVE, worn out of a hill over many eons by little drops of 
water(¥). 








- 1 CAVE OW &3<> cave, caverh...... 1842 
po 32% %3<> den, haunt, nest............... 0601 
4 FAR ASD cave, CAVEIN.. oe. eccecee 1649 

7 " Wy BRE OAsACO slum... 1161, 0477 




















j A hole/cave (7) which can only be entered by bending (Ji) over: CAVE. «© £2 1900 
K 116 





2032 


8/13 





OF WAL lust 
ORELE wWASAS lascivious 

YEFE wWAIsv’ prostitution 

YET wags belicentious, overindulge 
OG at5e lewd, indecent 











54-7 is a variant of *” claw. We thus observe the courtier (=£:) doing something LEWD with 
his claw to produce a fluid (¥ ). «© 7% 2285 














BECOME PREGNANT O#FKE oicA contraception 

EREE aca pregnancy, conception 
ASHE SA. sterility 

VERE (CAS pregnant woman 


EME E CASAS pregnant women and 
nursing mothers 0181, 1017 














5 At ££ 0372, we saw that the role of the man courtier was to be ENTRUSTED with certain 
duties or OFFICES. By contrast, the role of the woman courtier (4, i.e., the courtesan) is to 
BECOME PREGNANT. 0 2 2176 





CONCEIVE OFENET S CALATS become pregnant, 
conceive 1845 


RE (CALA H3S¢'> abortion 
1845, 0035, 1271 














F1 Woman (4) receives dragon (Jz): CONCEIVE. 





[VE Z5UA lips, labia 
© JB 3b<6U' (<UE5LA) upperlip......0041 
TR LAS6US (=A) lower lip 0040 





vy 
{5US 











6 | A dragon (Jie) above a mouth (C1): picture this as a long mustache snaking across a man’s 
upper LIP. 





HUMILIATE (PFS SD SKLe<FS insult, treat with contempt 
1571 


Oj <2va< humiliation, disgrace, insult 1834 
HEE svx< disgrace, dishonor, shame... .1670 


Yar = ‘ 
IEF DL (1d) OS tFmLHS humiliate; disgrace 














| Visualize HUMILIATING the dragon (ig) by picking it up and holding it in the air with a 
single outstretched arm (xJ’). ‘& is the only kanji in this course with the reading 737, 
which can therefore be linked with the meaning HUMILIATE through the mnemonic phrase 


“making a joke out of someone.’ 

















"RAID 
5. INHERIT 








18 Yay 
: BF (4) 

















9 | HE is the old form of #4 0507 DRAGON, but here focus instead on its many layers. See 7 
as a man holding out his arms, trying to withstand layer upon layer of bombs dropped from 
above in an air RAID. With better fortune but no less burden, he can also be seen bearing 
layer upon layer of material goods, bequeathed from above by a wealthy parent: INHERIT. 


PROSTRATE, turn over 









77 
3) (2t4) ay (Fv) 




















HOWL, bark 


Here imagine a man (4 ) commanding his dog(X) to lie down: PROSTRATE. 








WA 74 
(£(24) 








"MBE Losire raid, attack 0... 
OAEBE <5U09 airraid ow. 0398 
1258 “U3 surprise attack.................. 1329 
O85 5 raid, attack 

OHH e939 heredity oo... 0604 



























CHF et prostrate, lie down 


{KES 3t#B turn downward, lay upside down, 
turn over 


FAK <2.5%< submission, surrender........ 1834 
OBER 254 surrender, submission........ 1377 
HFK #A.5< concealment, hiding: latency 1168 



















CKRAS was hows, bark, bellow, bay 
WAre wacar howl, bark... 0529 
BIKA Lsi¥a howling... 0857 











BITE, chew 





ay ay 
a(&) 











Om me bite, chew 
WRATIS pHxS bite off 
A HxZ bite wound 


Ij 4 m44> mesh, engage [as of gears]; 
bite one another 0227 





2 Now that we have learned the kanji for “bark,” let us learn the one for BITE, which we write as 
a mouth (C1) that exposes its teeth (BE) so as to cut into something. 











OPE (t4623 squad/group leader 0091 
HOSE Lexvita data- collecting party, 

9, 0654 

BEML AesZitA relief party 1098, 1661 


SODPNCIIS Aorta divide 
into three groups 0004, 0088 














Here interpret S5-6 as a variant of |] cut. We thus obtain cutting or dividing gems (¥). To 


associate this image with SQUAD, think of a small band of gem robbers who divide their 
loot. 





SPOT, speck OPEN (ZATA spot, speck 


ABA LitAU'ES purpura 
ELBE izZitA mole, birthmark 
ERE zigmt freckles 














Think of Sf as a distinctive SPOT “written” on a gem(). 





FELLOW BE pmriau | 


O45%% +eAi£e» one’s senior, elder 
OW x51av» one’s junior 
Ofm]# e514.» fellow, comrade, colleague ...0182 


MF t4uLeoFS appearin succession, 
one after another 














4 See JE as a pair of chummy FELLOWS boarding a taxi (#!) after a night at the pub. 





itz u~zse pathetic, tragic 
AEB uxsAt miserable, pitiable, tragic. .1239 
ZEIE ota grief, sorrow, lamentation.....1731 


t OFF BAN UmATHE pessimistic....1128, 0169 
DALY) DBL) OFEL LY meer sad 














n- (JE) + heart (-C)): disheartened, SAD. 

















aN \Y ae er | CU hn Si 0086, 0982, 0353 
725E(H) @s9 wi- 2-5 1- 
FAZAIS %zie carelessly... 1516 








"SUDDENLY, at once "BRE zoe suddenly, unexpectedly 0760 
4 ? CARELESS ©2% t6*6 at once, suddenly 


"OPI BSETVONE sosaesesswank 
the tickets sold out right away 

























| 2 HHA 4224 careless person...1516, 0107 


1 Woolly mammoth (2) + heart/mind (-L>). Associate this nih animal instinct, and thus with 
immediate, unthinking action: SUDDENLY; CARELESS. «= 2 1095 
























FALL IN LOVE WITH; grow senile OPENS ene fallin love with 
—HAan vewitn love at first sight 0002, 0021 
\ BIS xxizn% listen spellbound... .0453 


ay AVend smizhs be aun concer 
(C14) (£UFA) fotos Se aR NG, aria, Aye e y inbeat aie auten Mdp intend a adit WM Alodt arin Nediny oe 0081 





























MONKEY, ape 38 ABE SvCARA anthropoid, troglodite 
Brshdig ac natawck pineal teaue mndiicttese cs 0015 
je ORROA GARA@OEM enmity, SS citie 
bu Mestad Te hae VADat att purus te niacoAl ccs 0293, 0643 
ep | xy JRE. xen blind imitation. ......0838, 1354 
~ xB jg =B x5 Uizu» monkey show; shallow- 
minded trick...........00......00000004. 1759, 0255 
WKS (2AXS howler monkey............... 1851 














) 38 is familiar to us from Ee 0856 and #% 0857, where the garment had one fewer pleat (note 
that the reading <<» is shared with those two kanji). In this entry, we can ignore soi! (=) and 
simply let the garbed four-legged creature (3 ) suggest a very smart four-legged creature— 
indeed, a four-handed one: MONKEY. 





1SORROW TAREE was sorrow, sadness 
PITY OAK HurLw3 sadness, sorrow, Pere ene. 





2H) RHA mHv~%5% poor, pitiable, patie 
v4 0814, 0482 


bb(h) dSdbGe) @unt& sbnt pitiable; miserable 
_ [Pane dSbhe pity, sympathize 














This entry should not be confused with 5 in the previous entry, or with the enclosed portion 
of B#] 0856 and 3% 0857: here, the top portion is not +: Jand but the upper part of 4 
garment. Picture a person in mourning dress (4<) with an open- mouthed (C1) expression 
of SORROW. c= ¥£ 1861, #2 1862 
































DECLINE, degenerate 








10 Az4 
BEA(Z4S) 








¥2iB gee decline, decay, degeneration 1091 
OLE 459u0 senility... 0629 
PET S WATTS beattenuated ......1148 
RARRETE AUTH prosperity and 
decline, rise and fall 0... 1245, 1049, 1300 


OFEZS _B&448 weaken, lose vigor, become 
emaciated 













Only $5 distinguishes this entry from the previous one. Think of it as a “wrinkle” added to K, 
signifying the process of DECLINING with age. «= 4 1860, 32 1862 


INNER HEART 








Fay 














BLD 605A inner heart, inmost feelings 0056 
7% <603 mental suffering, dilemma... .0405 
OFF #0605 compromise, eclecticism... 1698 


AEDT b’d5t¢ob03 mixing of Japanese 
and Western elements........... 0236, 0491, 1698 


























2 It is easy to perceive the meaning INNER HEART if you focus visually on how $5, $6, and S9 
come together at the INNER HEART of this character. Now practice writing the last three 
entries in alternation, recognizing the meaning of each in its distinctive feature. 


oe FX 1860, F 1861, TE 1863 


‘MOURNING 
7LOSS 





vay 
t 





\2 HBAS 235 loss, forfeit... 0563 


















OPBAR ta mouming dress ................. 
‘FEF £25 mourning badge/band ....... 1459 
@Herh g605 inmouming.................... 0035 





2 Heh £35LA4S lose consciousness. ..0316 
















stares through the veil, dolefully. «= ¥2 1862 


‘MOURNING 
7 ABHOR 


Visualize as the face of a MOURNING woman, covered by a cloth (¢<) veil. A pair of sad eyes 





x 


a\ ‘v \ W() WA) OGEDLEY) 




















OR x605 inmouming.................... 
"SAAR ai< mourning... 1471 
@Eo we abhor, loathe 

27RUNS wane detestable, abominable 


2 2EdDLUOSHE web LUUGA abominable 
incident...0.....00.. ccc cece eee eee 0080, 0118 























Earlier we learned to see L. as kneeling self. With -L) to suggest heartfelt emotion, picture 
CT as one’s kneeling in prayer and MOURNING a deep loss. Associate M2 ABHOR with this 
person’s profound displeasure over the untimely loss. 
















"TABLE 
? PROMINENT 


T EXER t-o%05 table tennis, ping-pong... 





97 











in stature. 








TH Ls<e< diningtable................... 0288 
Oxi k £<ve5 tabletop, onthetable........ 0041 
"BH TAKS electroniccalculator.......... 0155 


@sig £<a2 excellence, superiority ....... 1112 








Visualize two people playing TABLE tennis: S1-2 show a player at the far end of the table; H 
shows a table with a net stretched across the center; and S7-8 show a second player at the 
near end of the table. Associate M2 PROMINENT with M1 TABLE via the idea of being elevated 


Pif% X5U_ message of condolence 
RSS Hest condole, moum, grieve 
1860 





bY 
V7 (2) 





O38 £5 mourning 


OGRE Laeted mourn over the death of 
0716 








f When 54 appears with ‘T, think of people grieving over a deceased person who has been laid 


guishing their meanings. 





CHASTE 


upon a table for a memorial service: MOURN. Now practice writing and ‘and distin- 


A cus chaste woman, faithful wife...0093 
HEE cu45 chastity, virginity 
ORB cut chastity, virtue; constancy, 
0391 








principle 
HB ctustoe chaste and pure 
AH sue unchaste 








Visualize S1-2 as a CHASTITY clasp fastened to a virgin shell (FA) in order to keep it tightly 


closed. «= #4 0829 





{8% Tuvx> scouting, reconnaissance... .0639 
AMAT 4S gucuss make secret inquiries, 
0215 








GMA AoTU spy, emissary 
OFE(H tATu detective work; detective, sleuth 








: Think of 4 as a SPY dispatched to follow the virgin shell that wears the chastity clasp (FA), 
just in case anyone should try to remove it. Remembering this idea, practice writing Hi and 


44 in turn. 







































SUPREMACY, domination 








OSE (atzA supremacy, hegemony......... 1130 
$338 (x5 military government/rule..... 0158 
HEAT S evitss conquer; win the 








championship..........000000...000000.0000.. 0708 
#29) nAlg consecutive championships... 0582 








1 COVER, conceal 
2OVERTURN 


HE is a box for containing a cattle’s leather (2) and meat (A). Think of it as symbolizing 
man’s domination/SUPREMACY over animals. As a shortcut, the same meaning can be 
recognized in #’s commanding position above #= and Hi. 





W7 





BE(9) COMA(T) (AA (4) 











‘PBT <A mask, veil... 
OB§% 9 »e*eHS cover one'sface......0180 
2ST S 3<OFS capsize andsink....0519 


Oe BTS TASKFS overturn, upset: 
OVEITRFOW. 200. ecc eee eeceeee eee 0224 


OMe BT ste<owat capsizeaship...0669 




















that is not pronounced 7 7. 


"FULFILL 
?PUT ON FOOTWEAR 


Box (4) + return/repeat (1%, see 0865). To associate this with M2 OVERTURN, let return 
suggest “turning over” the box. Now imagine turning over the box to CONCEAL something 
beneath it. Make an effort to remember that the next entry is the only one containing #3 













‘RTT 4S w235tS fulfill, perform, carry out 
eden dhieetads htranth ar suamowera tate okie ees 0055 


©}BRE une personal history, career......... 0853 





y 
(£(<) 





‘RHE unas curriculumvitae ....0853, 0853 
@V§ < (a< put on footwear, wear (shoes) 
25°78 5) Japanese sandals, zori.......... 

















via the idea of “filling someone's shoes.’ 


BELONG TO; be subordinate to 


Door(F7) + return/repeat (1%). Let this remind you of a repetitive action that takes place in a 
doorway: PUT ON FOOTWEAR. You might think of “repeating” the action once for each foot, 
or repeating it every time you go out the door. Associate PUT ON FOOTWEAR with FULFILL 

















JR +2 #<s% belongto, be one of 
barrel Es 









OFF RTS 3e<$S be attached/annexed to, 
belong tO oo... eee 0064 


RTS Lse<¥S belong to, be attached to 
024 


$t}& ed3%< subordination, dependency 0869 
OAR #A2¢ metal... 0029 




















872 | 55 resembles J&\ WIND, but for the sake of learning the kanji in which it appears, you are 
better off simply visualizing it as a doorman (S4 is his cap}that is, a subordinate who 

works at the door(J). Think of 8 as BELONGING TO the house or firm represented by the 

door, in the sense of hiring out his services exclusively to it. 












CHARGE WITH OMBEET S Lsce<$S entrustwith......... 1539 


EWES S wus<ts charge, commission/ 
entrust with 0396 

















—L 


5 Now see the mouth ([_1) of a superior at the left issuing directives to the subordinate (door- 
man) at the right: CHARGE WITH. 








"BY CHANCE 


O(BPRIS <54AIc by chance, accidentally. ..0760 
2 COUPLE 


BEM <51t0TH* accidental, contingent 
0148, 0169 





ye @ARS t0<5L~% spouse, mate 
252% <345 even number 











See 83 as a monkey (not to be confused with #3 above). Its head and body frame are obvi- 
ous enough, but seeing its tail in S10-11 takes a little more imagination. Now imagine the 


man (4 ) and monkey (#3) as a kind of odd COUPLE, brought together by CHANCE despite 
their glaring differences. 





— BB v6<5 corer, nook 
ORB tata every nook and cranny 
Fr BR ##-t4 corner, nook 


BDOmE CT tamStHeT every nook and 
cranny 

















8 


75. Picture the monkey (#3) swinging and knuckling its way around every NOOK and cranny of 
the hills (B). 


CREVICE, space, spare time PIBR mA crevice, gap, opening 


OBRFY +s crevice, gap, opening 


BREET g%#H014% seize the chance 
0083, 0064 




















Visualize the narrow waist point in the middle of [5 as a small opening (i.e., a small CREVICE 
or space) in the hills. 7] at the top and bottom emphasize the smallness of the opening, 
while H refers to the sunlight passing through it. «= BR 0996 



















' TREAT, receive 













ORT  trX<5FS treat, receive, entertain 
0386 


1 
2ENCOUNTER a Done Peete ein 5 baie wee he ata eagle Wee ard ei be BY Nae ak fed 

"SRT S ©3¢54F6 treat favorably, receive 

n ; WANMMMY 52a a auvtaigavaee wots cas tdtes 0780 
8 Ty O85 #2 encounter, come across 

" &(5)* ? 2338 <5 chance encounter... 1329 
23438 %45<¢5 one’s lot, circumstances, situation 

in life 5 














Here we observe the monkey (83) driving out on his truck (3_) to receive a guest (the kanji 
refers generally to the TREATMENT one shows to others). If you think of the monkey running 
into his guest somewhere along the road, it should be easy to remember M2 ENCOUNTER. Be 
careful to distinguish this kanji from 2 1139 WELCOME. 





FOOLISH 









ORB noe stupid, silly, foolish........ 

mesic “eas stupid, silly....0..00.00..... 1102 
5 Sie] <8 silly question.................... 0452 
7 OR» #Se foolish, stupid 


j Qty By | 54(%) RLY. BSH LL» foolish, silly 


y Monkey (#3)’s mind (LY): FOOLISH. Now note that all the kanji containing 4 are read 7", 
except the present entry, which is read 7 As always, take care to remember the exception: 
this one is FOOLISH for missing the pattern set by the others. Take a moment to practice 
writing and distinguishing this set of four kanji based on BS. 





























SERGEANT 





OMB CALS sergeant... ec. 
i EF pues petty officer(navy)............ 0106 


Ke 8 <%5 noncommissioned officer (army) 
Selo ta a enensta sa each teeta aes deena Aatiet mena 1432 














| Think of this as the insignia on the uniform of a SERGEANT. Do not confuse the upper por- 
tion with HH 0503. The next two entries incorporate #¥ and follow its on-yomi. 









OMT Z z5eAF% meetwith disaster...0712 

MERE -S t5eALATS distress signal, SOS 
gs es creer 0712, 0063, 0300 

7 AAT SZ 25<54S encounter, come across 

SJPp os CO””—— Ee eee ng Rea ee Dc De hate she oer 8d Ret tohe tet 2 om es 1877 

vy ine 

n (3) & (dtd) 48 3 meet with, encounter . 

Bev AICHHEF oevwicHs haveabadtime 
stake stele ad stooge te woe tiee 1628, 0021 


MEET WITH, encounter 






















| Imagine that the sergeant (#¥), as he drives along in his truck (3_), comes upon someone or 
something unexpectedly: MEET WITH/encounter. In comparison with 327 (2), meet with, 
see, encounter; 1379) and 349 (47, encounter, come across; 1877), 34.) (4) more often 
refers to encountering some kind of misfortune. «© 2 0785 

















TUB, tank 





Yo 








Ost £625 bathtub... 1036 
AKRAH Fuz5 watertank oo... 0027 
SAAR bad0%9 watertank ........0442, 0027 
HH 25 oiltank 0433 
4B vs5H%5_ tank for purifying water 

eet Heke ie es ee. 0979, 0120 











HINDER, obstruct 


Sergeant () bathing in a wooden (#) TUB in the officers’ club. 


OGL TS (Z5#U'FS disturb, hinder, obstruct, 
impede 0413 

HB BE (£59.55 radio jamming 
0413, 0574, 0455 





Re 
XE (FA) 





OMFS xeKS hinder, disturb, obstruct 


FERRE GIT S suareskKWS disturb one's 
1008, 1009 








Review $4 0174. Here, #7 deliberately HINDERS/obstructs other men from approaching the 


woman (4). 





‘SONNY BOY 
2 COLLOQUIAL PERSON SUFFIX 


‘Hib eA (¥o6eA sonny, boy; greenhorn, baby 
"HAT sjmales baby 
2OL AG <uvaigs glutton 





RWI Ry- 





2 JA KHG 355uMe5 wanderer, vagabond, hobo 
0425, 0274 


if (54 Buddhist priest/monk, bonze; 
shaven head; sonny, boy 0365 








testing yourself on their meanings. 





BESIDE 


Recall the image of 77 as a person running. With £, imagine FF as a little boy, intimately 
familiar to you, running freely about your grounds: SONNY BOY. The reading 7S 7 sounds 
like BOY. Practice writing this kanji along with Bi 0174, wi 0454, #4 0835, and 4 1882, 


Opeth iz3mALe bystander, onlooker...1128 


{8FAD 1X5ttum collateral, subsidiary, 
affiliated 


+ HERO ROSCDERIS KAxedOM RDS 





RY 
pied (6) ez" 





Y—74—#%¢ listen toa CD while studying 





1274, 0423, 0453 





PEI Zigxic bythe side of 


tL. 





36 a Our three most important graphemes for person, arranged one BESIDE the other. Note that 


nent of a kanji). 





%_ unlisted by itself, is the kanji for tsukuri (the right-hand, usually sound-bearing compo- 































AT, in, on 


HERIOT e5%25tceuT in Tokyo...0107 
2 CLO RICH T tOTAKSWT onthat 
4 point, inthat regard 2.00, 0349 


~ = oie arr MEA EUSAFILA 
anadians in Japan .............. 0001, 0031, 0015 
Bw(T) BUSS) ; 























Here 47 implies direction or locality. The element at the right shows the exact position 
where two items ($7-8) are located. Think of these two items as being located AT that posi- 
tion (i.e., in that place or on that spot.) Note that though #* appears in the word fv CT 
($5\.T), there is no such word as I< (5 <). 











‘CHAMBER OMB BE AES heating... 1127 
2 TUFT, tassel OE ngs cooling, airconditioning ....0675 
TECH t223513 wife; courtlady.............. 0093 
RY TRH Azs< stationery, writing materials 
EE 0101, 0837 
®_BO¥ vessoma atuftof hair. 0002, 1792 














6, Person running (77) through a doorway (*) into a CHAMBER. To remember M2 TUFT/tassel, 
4 63 | you might imagine that there are tassels hanging from the top of the doorway, which brush 
the person’s head as he runs through it. 


1702 





OF #at folding fan 
ig SUSE 4 A5% electric fan 0425, 0473 
#RRUB PASHA ventilation fan. ....1269, 0126 
ty Ig 1KHL ALS alluvial delta......0616,0187 
B9X Ey £UBSx dancer's fan 

















| Like doors (F*) and birds’ wings (14), a FAN is a broad, flat object that turns or flaps. 
ce BE 1888 





HINGED DOOR OFYBE &Aut leaves/doors ofa gate 

BABES 4 m#wuts open the door 

SBE TU iron door 

"= OBRe BA tuSeus< openadoor 

LUG ASiRE LeSeusS automatic door...0081, 0540 














| A depicts a doorframe, and JE a pair of doors hinged at both sides of the doorway and 
joining in the middle, like the two-directional doors of a café or old-fashioned saloon: 
HINGED DOORS. 6 }33 1887 














EMPLOY OfAd%S ce5d8 employ, hire... 0047 





EE ouz discharge, dismissal... 0345 

Of23 £5 employ, hire/rent 
2 FBWA peeca employee................ 0015 
Pk (4) EE Seve employer................. 0365 











Ja. ma 


| Picture a miniature hotel that EMPLOYS a small bird (6) as a door (= )man. o= A 1890 

















LOOK BACK (ON); take into consideration |O [G1 4 mucss lookbackon, retrospect 


4A 232 looking back, worry 

= OAS wanes look back 

D2) (AD) bal ZA. adviser, consultant 
WA xee< customer, patron, client 














One's head (1), i.e, memory, LOOKING BACK ON one’s days as a doorman (JE, see previ- 
ous entry). = He 1889 








SCRAPS, scum HUA wuss shavings 
DURE 2<¢ scraps, chips 
NY FB Ny<¥ breadcrumbs 
JERE <Fa7 wastebasket 

OFF AW <tuvn wastebasket 














Recall from /& 0488 and Jit 1834 that F* can sometimes mean buttocks. The present entry 
thus depicts fragments (H1) stuck to buttocks: SCRAPS/scum. F} is interchangeable with the 
image that appears under = here. s= ‘#3 1293 





DROPPINGS, shit OME BANA excrement 
Bax) 3sA3# constipation 
BRR id (-kC%) horse manure 





Wy 
ie 











Rice (2K) goes in the top, and something different (#&) comes out the bottom: DROPPINGS/ 
shit. A related and even more intuitive character, not introduced in this course, is BK (on 
reading: >; kun reading: < 2). It combines with the next entry in the word PRER (LIC £5, 
human waste). 1 32 0883 








FRA (25% urea 

PRAB tc25%A uricacid 

PER ttuuce3 urination 

“|ORBRRIR c5ic5Ute5 diabetes .......1616,0617 
RAR (225tta% urinalysis 1029, 1514 

















SECRETE WRaF Uic£5% urinary organs. ......1893, 0295 
OFF SAUID (=5AU) secretion 0088 














| Liquid (¥) + without fail (Z>). Together these components suggest the inevitability of certain 
bodily functions producing fluid discharge: SECRETE. «= #2 1384 





BUTTOCKS OS sty buttocks; backside 
FUE Loe tail 
$a) @Xv) bottom ofapan 


FRTBL Last pushing from behind; 
supporting; instigating 


FLEA) Uae) rising intonation; head over 
heels; rising market 














If a man counts the orifices in his body starting from his eyes and working downward and 
front to back, the ninth and final orifice he will count is his anus. Thus buttocks (J) and nine 
(JL) signify BUTTOCKS. 





FURNACE ORRIF AZ fireplace, stove 
BORA A254 drying kiln 
JRF AU nuclear reactor 
437 254% incense burner 























A wy” 





Ose £5835 ceramics, ceramicindustry...0498 
OZ2FG meee pottery; Spurce/ ake OF DOREY 





avy 








SEE] w#USL potter’smark................ 0231 


RE were “cave kiln” [sloping tunnel-like 
kiln) 03 











~ | 7 


2. ~ IRON POT, cauldron 











7 | See here notasa sheep but as a baking rack inside a KILN, with two ceramic pieces 
stacked on top. 7 hole/cave suggests an open chamber, heated by -» fire. «= #2 1900 





$42E %&<m# potsand pans 


OBS meLA potrest.n oe. 1507 
HE beme teakettle 0. 0603 


52 SH pot; buttocks; [slang] male 
homosexual 


Hil) Fy Pusan{city in Koreal............ 0037 




















OLD MAN, grandpa 





Vv 
be Liha 








98 | Visualize as an IRON POT that hangs from a pair of wires (4 suggests metal). «= #5 1899 


48% 45% one’s old man(boss]............ 0629 
FER <zvL0 geezer, old goat.............. 1892 


OBR(=BHQ)SA BUUxA grandfather, 


grandpa, old-timer .................... 0641, 0100 
TUF COU eroticald man, pervert 
$1#8 av dad, one’s old man; old man.. 0276 











A 


} | See the lower portion as a variation on 4b, suggesting husband (from Hf [72 A 2). 


Above the husband is 22, suggesting a still higher father figure: OLD MAN/grandpa. 


wx 2 1898 


= SINK, cavity 


€E Hh <(#% depressed ground, hollow .....0187 
#84. <iga% hollow, cavity, depression 





7 





CED) UE(ES) UE 





EE ace dimple... 0579 
FAMAD EA TUOS PbeEATUS the roof 
has sunk/cavedin..................0... 0252, 0284 
OHO #b0< sinkintheroad.......... 0158 




















Water (¥) dripping into a cave (7#), eroding layers of earth (=t:): SINK/cavity. 


oe HE 1902, 22 1897, fe 1843 











FINE, beautiful OLEPE mac fine work 

f£in mA choice/excellent article 
8A. »vA beautiful woman 
HESS atte. fine/beautiful view 
HED +€oM superb (landscape) 











i. 


ul | Man (4 ) carefully piling earth (<E) into a perfectly uniform mound: FINE/beautiful. 











FAR END, outer limits 









OAR FE Uxsarv life, lifetime, career; for life 0036 
—ARYE vobsoau one’s whole life 
JecedceaeoMin ce etary ants ahead chance hag 0002, 0036 


- RYE TAs far-off land (as remote as the 
aA COCA) 027 

















2. Picture this as the far side of the ocean, the place where the seawater ( ¥ ) finally breaks 
against cliffs (J) of piled earth (=): FAR END/outer limits. «= = 1652, $2 1900 





FREE TIME BHR. La leave of absence, furlough 

AH km leisure, spare time 
O#KIF, 03% holiday, vacation 

IRL UsOaL timekiller; waste of time ..1178 
OE ORAS ZV. Uswteur have no (free) time 














: First, let H suggest day. Then, in $5-9, find the letter “o” followed by a “double-f” suggesting 
the English word “off” Day off= FREE TIME. Note the differences between Ex and 2 0521. 

















1 MIST, haze BAR Hxn'te% morning mist/haze......... 0145 
> HEHE AAm mist/haze and smoke; beauties of 
~~ ad MALUITO i dacs hoz Ce catadimesne davipitatrteedasage 076 
nee SECHALE cLTHtAK eyes dimmed 

= 4 WIEN AB Cie c. casenorietn ge aiden 0117, 0621 

: ‘ DTA Mod) AG (dSeta& springhaze 0... 0362 

: #278 »tases Kasumigaseki [districtin Tokyo, 
location of numerous government ministries] 0451 





In the next five entries, ** refers generally to atmospheric moisture. Because this entry 
means MIST, we should simply let Ez visually represent densely concentrated water droplets. 
Note how the numerous short horizontal strokes on both sides of Fz seem to replicate the 
water droplets in ** (S5-8). 





2450 


an 























ATMOSPHERE 








OSS BAAR 3AU% atmosphere, mood 0435, 0126 











ATMOSPHERE. o& #5 1906 











: Minutely divided (7}) raindrops (**), referring to the “vapor” (Greek: atmos) that fills the air: 


fii &c& foghorn 


OBER 0506030485 dense fog 
advisory 0512, 0368, 0151, 1472 


ESE ZAG smog 
PEIKX vt) sprayer, atomizer 
OF IN avae (2480) drizzle 








| Review 4% 0687. The present entry refers to a thick concentration of atmospheric moisture 


(**)—so thick one must strike (AC) with plows (7J) and halberds (A) to make one’s way 


through it: FOG. «= 3 1907, $$ 1905 





‘DEW 
7 EXPOSE 








aay 
op 








OR OH Ot dewdrop............... 1119 
2514 SL exposure, disclosure; (photo- 
graphic) exposure... eee, 003 
2 BE 1£<S exposure, disclosure............ 1346 
@38K STA open-air, outdoor.............. 0270 


OAR 64 Japan and Russia, Japanese-Russian 
0001 











: Atmospheric moisture (**) condensing on the road (i): DEW. Associate this with M2 


EXPOSE via the idea of being EXPOSED to the elements. Note that this character is also used 


phonetically for 1, as in V5. «= # 1906 








OF} ~z5ev frost damage 
REF =5%5 (fall of) frost 
FAtE LSizus frost columns 

OFS BEIT Leu frostbite, chilblains 0769 
Fa EY L&s4) pepper-and-salt; marbled ea 




















ANA IZAIEZ bookcase 

3498 tigc birdhouse 

BUSH 05e%051K7 first-aid kit.....1098,0971 

MME wsu'AIK2 mailbox 1010, 0890 
OFF NUM lez cased, boxed 0039 

















Here ** suggests a kind of instrument. Ignore #4 0682 MUTUAL, and instead let # suggest 
wooden, and Ea chest of drawers: BOX. «= #4 1910, XI 1713 


REGISTER PRs cee family register 
Ob# x<¥# nationality, citizenship 0075 


ASHE (2At#% one’s legal domicile, one’s perma- 
nent residence 00 


ERE T S Xveaxss be onthe register, bea 
member of 0406 


9% Lee books, publications 

















| Here ** suggests Keeping records. With 3 tiller (introduced back at #F 1643) and #¥ old, 


it refers to old records dating back to when your family was engaged in agriculture: family 
REGISTER. = #4 1909, 7% 0985 


PENETRATE, pierce through; carry out |CHGH34 w123943 penetrate, pierce 0159 

Aid S #Ae35>S flowthrough 1059 
FX mats penetration 

ay “| HLT womauT consistently 

DH Wa (<) OB< 25m< penetrate, pierce 

















; The top portion of this kanji resembles HJ, except that the crossing stroke PENETRATES/ 


pierces through the sides (it is actually based on the simplified version of EE used in 4% 
0105, etc.; note how this is written differently from HH 0020). Focus visually on $4, and imag- 
ine a thread piercing through shells (1) to make a shell necklace. 


HABITUAL PRACTICE MA4T »Az5 habitual/usual practice ..... 0055 

TAP mAh custom, usage, precedent... 0721 
OFM Lwdea custom, habit 

Wy [One &hS get used to, become experienced 

(NS) WSS) : 


SEVIS T+  DHu~eSs accustom oneself to 
using (something), train 088 

















| Suggests ways of thinking and behaving that have deeply penetrated (E3) your heart/mind 
(): HABITUAL PRACTICES. 



















‘SUMMIT 
? RECEIVE HUMBLY, eat 





Fay 
W778 (<) W7e7ds 











VAR 625TA apex, peak... 

OTR EL $2525 summit, peak, top; climax 0041 
"8TH #26235 summit, peak; apex, climax 1271 
OAC ute#e< receive humbly, be given; eat, drink 


















Review Fi 0156, then #J 1024 and ¥J 1025. Here, “nail( J) + head (FX)” suggests the head 
or topmost part of a nail—think of this as its SUMMIT. You can also write this kanji to com- 
municate that you RECEIVE HUMBLY, for with it you convey that you receive something as if 
it were placed upon your head. «= JH 1915 





0125 
fe 11 
RECEIVE HUMBLY 
BA 
Werte (<)* 














QRS be5K4S [humble] receive, 
accept, take; eat, drink 0000... 1913 











5. vw Like the last entry, this means RECEIVE HUMBLY and suggests having something placed upon 
4% 62 | one’s head. Here see 42 humbly having something placed upon his head by *, which we 





CLAUSE 





a7 











saw earlier at #% 1317-4 1319. We might imagine that he is being crowned with the “Order 
of the Spear” (3%). An on-yomi compound for 7 4 appears at 7a 1969. c= HK 1318 


OHH =5€< clause, item, provision......... 0021 
IH Ux3 matters, facts; articles, items .. 0080 
383H £525 important points; gist......... 0547 


&JA 325 articles (and clauses), terms 0119 


SHASTA Kvawesvsseecd Section 9, 
Subsection 2................ 1191, 0011, 0119, 0003 














"TIME 
? ABOUT 














cA SA -A 











See I as a scroll that has been unfurled vertically: $1 and $3 are the rods at each end, and 
$2 is the unfurled scroll. See Fi head holding the scroll, examining the individual CLAUSES 
written on it. Recall that though A appears at the right, it is a semantic element, so use the 
hen form as your phonetic clue (here, I-, 77). ea JH 1913, HH 1916 






' 2 OW zmz4 now, these days; lately 
OFF Wt ld pmuza4ia when (Iwas) young 0404 
1 A urs habitually, everyday............ 0001 


TEARD BSA? t5onawszSc# It’s 
about time for him to come home ...0597, 1018 


2H uscs aboutnoon................... 














This character usually refers to a TIME or period in the past. Picture EK. as a small child, and 
see the head (4) looking back at the TIME when it was small. M2 ABOUT relates with M1 
TIME in that it refers to an approximate time. «= 48 1917, DA 1915 











N 


INCLINE, tean 


BTS tuovLess incline, slant, tilt ....0999 
OAK IA] zd tendency, trend; disposition 0183 
(HET S 5494S listen closely.......1669 





rR 
DUK) MOUS) DLUPA)* 





ONE rex [vil incline, lean; tend to; decline 
ME\FS vrs [vt] incline, lean, titt 














| Here focus on little K, trapped between 4 and Fl. It must choose which one toward which 
to INCLINE (it chooses FA). «= 6 1916 





STUBBORN 


Om@ (Hz #ace stubbom, obstinate, bigsted 


MAGR& w#AXLSe stubborn, unyielding. ..0423 





Wy 








MAK #AULSe solid, firm; strong ......0657 
We sata robusthealth oo... 1610 














Hi 181 








‘| JE 0136 suggests a firm basis or origin. Together with A, it indicates a head that is STUB- 
BORNLY rooted in its original idea. «= JH 0214 


DISTRIBUTE WIDELY 











OMG A tA distribution, circulation ....... 0204 
SAM ttA2 distribution price............... 0548 











WIDELY. 





1 ™ 


| Divide (49) ) by heads (A); in other words, distribute evenly to all individuals: DISTRIBUTE 














SUDDENLY, immediately WRlc eatc suddenly, quickly 
TIN &AB quickwit... 0560 
OWBFE LAL sudden death.................... 0716 
Ry WARE LAX setback, impasse................ 1699 
EA(IC)* BITS Lvcases arrange Hest eva 











HE 1935 


Review 4i, 1100. In the present entry, the stationed troops (i) SUDDENLY come face-to-face 
(i.e., head-to-head, Fi) with enemy forces. «= 






















OMFS: Abst notable, conspicuous; clear, 
OBVIOUS. c.5cecceeasien Savy acta dea coctes te 0707 
YAR TA WATS show, reveal........... 0311 
GATEAL TS wAxXuMssS be actualized, come 
ry tothe surface... 0406, 0120 
S55 AltA discovery, detection, exposure 1907 


HAWS Z wALss¢% give recognition, exalt, 
POND aX cer dnn tur eaa hers sieen ers 1460 


MANIFEST 

















921) Here we observe the sun (H) shining its rays directly down (lh) upon something, right 







before one’s head (A ): MANIFEST. Note the similarity with #@ 0200. 





DOMINION 





OFF + W45e territory, domain............... 


AIR V£5u.e territory, domain, sphere, 
province, field... 1154 


: HATS #avestS capture, occupy, take 
Jay possession Of.........cccececeeeeeeceees 0348 


SAUL 2505s receipt, voucher 1155, 0079 
KA Kve5e3 president........ 0033, 1058 






























22.| Here think of Ei asa head of state, issuing commands (4) over the lands under his or her 
jurisdiction: DOMINION. The strong verticality of $5 (in typical typefaces) emphasizes the 
head's authoritative top-down control. 








REPEATEDLY, frequently OBES OAILAI. frequently, very often... 1575 
WETS walkosS occur frequently ..0148 
BH UAL? frequent appearance....... 0038 

eY L(i))* BARE wave frequency... 0280 


OWAUIS Lawic repeatedly, frequently 






















1. 












3 | ca + head (3): Imagine a person or animal of your choosing walking REPEATEDLY on 
top of your head. Hear the trot-trot-trot of the frequently REPEATED steps atop your head: 
OAUA, OAUA, OAC A... (as in the compound $44 & [OA OU AE, frequently; 
in rapid succession). 













MAKE PROGRESS 


8 10 3 
Fi F a7 


(LMU (S)* 


OMEHET S LAS<TS make progress .....0191 
OFS tsmeS make progress 





































| Refers to MAKING PROGRESS in one’s work: let ¥ suggest working with one’s hands, and w 

(walk) suggest forward progress. Note that the walk portion of this kanji uses the old form of 
As (4%, which has one fewer stroke). This kanji was not officially standardized with As when 
it was added to the Joyo list. 











‘ORDER, sequence "WAe Uwe order, sequence; system, 
20BEY procedure 

"MERE wwAvy order, rank, precedence 
‘IS UwAt in order, by turns 
WR vwAtta order, turn 


2 FSS UeALwtS observe, obey, follow, 
conform to 064 

















‘| $4, the head stroke at the top of FA, also sits near the top of JI] riverhere, and should be 


seen as the river's head or source. Let the river's direct downward flow suggest the definite 
ORDER a river must follow (i.e., OBEY), from its head ($4) straight down to its mouth. 


BECOME TAME, get used to OBIE vwAm acclimation 


OBIHL sve become familiar, grow accus- 
tomed; come to fit [as clothing] 1 


ae Ogi. nz become familiar, grow accustomed 
Ya ~ 2 a 
w(NS) BOP) BlO > wet tame, domesticate 


BIN BNL gnence overfamiliar, 
unceremonial 

















A horse (a) rides as smoothly as a flowing river (JI1) once it gets used to being ridden: 
BECOME TAME. 


INSTRUCT, admonish DK <A admonitory speech 
aK <AMv’ admonition, warning 
AAR <AU instruction 
Oa] %25<A lesson, precept, teachings ..0632 


wet <Ake& Japanese-derived pronuncia- 
tion of kanji, kun reading 035 

















MUST, absolutely necessary FAR 7% Lek5e@ absolutely necessary .....0547 
OYZEO vot@ indispensable, essential... 0549 

















F) See Z as the lines of vision coming down from the head (54) toward an object below it: an 
object that it MUST have. The direct, intent lines of vision indicate that the head looks upon a 
certain object as an absolute necessity. «= 2H 0180 




















1 AMOUNT ©4 4% an amountofmoney, sum.......0029 

? PICTURE FRAME "$848 25#°< total amount, sum total.......0557 

3 FOREHEAD "ERG &2£Ue8< colossal amount 

i ee 0483, 0033 

Mv OAR w<sib (picture)frame.............. 0610 
OK WR vsvvrs broad forehead, high how 

























| Guest (3) head (FA): let this suggest the AMOUNT (of money) charged per head to guests 


at an inn. This kanji’s original meaning was FOREHEAD, so you might think of the front-desk 
clerk counting guests’ FOREHEADS to calculate their bill. Associate M2 PICTURE FRAME with 


the rectangular shape of the FOREHEAD. 


"RELY ON 
7 ASK 





OPTS LASS rely on, have confidence 
IN), WPUSt cscs er Para ce sx octeetiataneatnetc watts 0063 


OPiS z£s rely on, trust 





FA 
OD) KO(BLW) Z%E(S) 





1'BRELYY AOGLe reliable, trustworthy 
OH row ask, request 


24H S vrsuss request; commission; rely 
on, depend on... 070 




















SHALLOWS, rapids 








YM) Here picture the bundle (38) as a kind of pillow, which the head (1) lies on. Think of the 
head not just lying on the pillow, but RELYING ON it. «= }# 1931 


13H Hae shoal, shallows.................. 1587 
ELPA i> rapids, swiftcurrent............ 0143 
Hx TS #&<*S descend the rapids... .0040 


“OM we strait, channel... 0248 


HA AYE teu the Inland Sea 
Meche ton Dud seas athe Tiere Cae Ney 0248, 0215, 0106 








#1) Associate “relying on (#8) water (¥)” with stretches of a nautical journey where one’s safety is 
particularly reliant on the water’s mercy: SHALLOWS/rapids. «= #5 1930 








WE %252< gorge, ravine, canyon, valley 1034 
Ljik <A%%5 (=—PkMw) gorge, ravine, glen 
0037 











WIS xs5bA fjord 
OFFI pureed Straits, narrows, channel, sound 
0106 








1 Distinguish 3 from 5 0274 COME. See its two horizontal strokes (54 and $7 here) as closing 
in on the two short strokes (7 ) and pinching them—any tighter and they'll be crushed. 
With LL, this suggests a narrow canyon pinched between two mountains: a GORGE. 

















NARROW, tight 














Fay 









HE(W) AEDS) AlE (ES) 















HOLD BETWEEN, pinch 


| The constrained space between the two pinching (3) horizontal strokes ( *” ) is so NARROW 
that even a dog(4) gets pinched. Note that all four kanji based on 3€ are pronounced + 3"7. 





Fay 
a0 





















OR %e50E5e narrow-minded........ 0538 


Ws \A%45% narrow-minded, intolerant; 
parochial...0...2 ee, 1081 


BERL #e<SLv narrow and close, 
cramped 22... 


Ofk WEBER tue small room.....0068, 0252 


MEAZ IOS waveeisHs narrowdown 
the range... 0727, 0435 


#R¥E %2517% attack on both sides, pincer 
movement 1026 


O#k¢> (tae hold between, pinch 


SCHIWMEERL wlvoveoettse hold 
a pickle with chopsticks ......... 1443, 0834, 0172 

ESEIRAAC eeseitaace inserta 
handbill 





was added to the Joyo list. 








CHEEKS 





ay" 
(335 (EE 








See the hand (+) pinching (3%) the two short strokes ( ‘7 ), i.e., HOLDING them BETWEEN 
its fingers. Note the traditional form for this entry and the two before it. The old form2X still 
appears in the next entry, which was not officially standardized with Us, 3%, and $% when it 


¥AHZ (eas017 sideburns, whiskers 
WA (8s (X49) cheekbone 
OMG (KA) Rs smile 
WAL (atc rouge 
HAL 134532 resting one’s head in one’s hands 





= The CHEEKS are the part of the head (1) that people pinch (3%). However, #41 is probably 





JAW, chin 





— 
WT 
ae 








easiest to recognize simply by seeing $2-3 and S4-5 as dimpled CHEEKS. s= JE 1937, 4 1920 


BAH #00 (=&71Fta) jawbone 

FARE a|COW beard 

= BFR tcve3H— double chin...... 0003, 0539 
OC ESHA Shar (<vs50<) upper jaw; palate 0041 
OFFA Laz (-mat<) lower jaw 





: A head (£4) with a prominent JAW/chin, clearly visible in : see S1-6 as two eyes, 57-8 as 
lips, and the top part of $9 as the JAW/chin (the bottom part of $9 shows the neck). There are 
numerous kanji based on s- that are not listed in this book (i TELL IT LIKE IT IS, f& ALLIGA- 
TOR, He JAW, TS SURPRISED); the last of these appears in a sample compound at # 0807. 

















VEXING 


OWE (ZAx oR vexatious, troublesome, 
complicated 


MAF 144.43 trouble, bother, exertion... .0542 
SH9 3°53 worry about, be vexed 





NY Ry 


DF(4) HF6(bT) 





OF LL) beSLt» vexatious, troublesome, 
complicated 
DE DT 2ZSebFshF worry oneself 
0056 








L Focus visually on $2, a flame leaping up from the fire (4) right toward the head stroke (at the 
top of F4), irritating it. See the flame getting altogether too close, VEXING the head, c= #8 1935 





SKEWER 


OBES <UL grilled ona skewer 
BEXEB BACL skewer 
4B peel metal skewer 








IBISRL CEPR <LicaLépauy vegetables 
onaskewer 0935, 0534, 0988 











AFFECTED BY DISEASE 


OR pA patient 
BEB mAs diseased part, affected area ...0068 
O45 p59 be afflicted with 





bFb (4) 





| WRB oeebs55. have trouble in one’s 
throat 1 


RAB sep s'eu lingering illness 0091 














7” 104 





Skewered (3) heart (organ) (¢L.): AFFECTED BY DISEASE, o= #2: 0546 


' DISEASE 
2FAST 





vy 











Ove FH Loma. sickness, disease 


sonst antennae 1939 

1 PEI Lou sickness, disease.............. 0617 
@geFE Lo*5 sprint, dash........0..0..0.0.. 0140 
2¥EERS 4 ULo<t ride fast, drive a horse fast 
hdl Maria Mihai Aeilic LIM Aa a ch lala tn hanes 1388 

2 #5 JBL Loatd gale, strongwind.............. 0425 








Suggests an illness (J ") shooting through the body as swiftly as an arrow (5%): DISEASE; 


FAST. o= Pai 1941, J 1942 








‘STUPID 
? INFATUATED 





F 








‘yi A. SUA. fool, simpleton, idiot 

“WAR b1F5 imbecility, dementia 

‘iG <6 idle complaint, grumble; querulous- 
878 


@3i} 4A molester of women, masher...1730 


28i1§ 6U25 blind love, infatuation, amorous 
passion; jealousy 097 








EPIDEMIC 











| Illness (J) and knowledge (ll) together suggest cognitive impairment: STUPIDITY. Think of 


M2 INFATUATED as “STUPID for someone.” «= # 1940 


RXUED (=O<UES) epidemic, plague 
0617 


f= 2x#< epidemiology 
#AA% immunity (froma disease)... 1272 
(52% prevention of epidemics .....0174 
(tAA% Quarantine, medical acer 





| Iiness (J) advancing as swiftly and destructively as a /ance (42): EPIDEMIC. «= #& 1940 





DIARRHEA 


— 











OF 3A wu diarrhea 
IRA) ext) dysentery 
¥E%) 2X6) children’s dysentery 





| Recall from 0412 that #l] < (% <) means “work (well), function (properly)” Here J suggests a 








SMALLPOX 














‘| certain bodily function working too well: DIARRHEA. The on-yomi follows #IJ (1). 


FEI FGI) £545 smallpox 
Os HT &5u%25 vaccine 
FRI TARALS smallpox 0270, 0760 


| #84 ULwed vaccination against smallpox. ..0544 














| An illness (J) that causes pea ( &.)-sized pustules: SMALLPOX. 





ULCER, boil OPE pues ulcer cece 1178 














“1965 | An illness (J) that is difficult ($4) to cure: ULCER. Additional sample compounds appear at 
i 1975 and Hii 2022. war Bs 1985 











CANCER FEHR La034A uterine cancer... .0094, 1242 
OFA cedar breast cancer................ 0160 

WBE <5e5e°A laryngeal cancer.. 1674, 0162 

HY SEHRPE (don Attu carcinogenic... .0148, 0128 


HUA x5ax AX anti-cancer drug 1639, 1261 

















-1946.| In combination with disease (7), 44 suggests a growing mountain (LL) of self-replicating 
y° 104) CANCER cells (xin). 














BECOME THIN Of8 H Z5LA lean body; weightloss ........ 0060 
Of¥EZ Yes become thin 

fEUTELAS peses2zs become uadaen 

Es Bt goou summerweightloss......0363 

RIES S veweats suffer out of pride 

east thle tata ise Bh ebbadtuat ane Nanette Maa Or. 0221, 1134 











“J947| Note £2 in the traditional form, which we saw earlier at ## 1527. Both it and the simplified 
y* 104| form, shown in the head character, can be visualized as a backbone and ribs, with a pair of 
crossed legs beneath them. In this entry, then, we observe an il/ness (J-”) making a person’s 
yea ribs visible—the illness of BECOMING THIN. 





TIRED ORS UBS fatigue. occ 0542 
ORNS wns get tired 
WAITS senses be exhausted ....0599 











t SHEN Sit nervous strain, worry......0126 
DANS) ~DA(h) WRATHEN YzddHn fatigue from traveling 
Aateaetbrcitied oaths mata seuss eee iokacute 0569, 0055 

















B.| illness (J') + skin (RZ): this does not refer to skin disease, but rather to TIREDNESS. One way 
04] to remember this is to think of TIREDNESS as causing certain changes in the color and texture 
of the skin, such as “bags under the eyes.’ 


md 


2792 
8 | 10 














BE SUBJECTED TO; be covered in 


ORE Yasue victim 0413, 0107 
BS A uccica defendant 0698, 0015 


BURA vlaALe insured person 
0646, 1031, 0107 





re 
230 (4) 





OFBS ARES 2anueTS0S suffera loss 
1595, 0413 

BZA sAU4TabS shareinthe 
benefit 1728, 0581 











| Skin (BZ) being covered in clothing (%). Associate the physical state of being covered in 


something with the abstract state of BEING SUBJECTED TO something. 


OPEN OUT, reveal 


FESTA USSTS announce, introduce 1907 
OPM Usd2A reception 1907, 1294 
BREA svsH début 1907, 0021 

















"PULL OUT 
? STAND OUT/above 


0 Picture the hand (¥) OPENING OUT so as to reveal its skin (BZ, i.e., that of its palm). e= $K 1951 


OHRAWA wowATse radical, drastic 
0031, 0169 


"PORE tfoye extract, excerpt, selection ... 1622 





wY 
Wa(<) -#a(<) wa(%) wa (thd) 
Ya(DF) wa(D 4) 





#8 we pull out, extract 
"ERITH wuts come/fall out/off; withdraw 


2KTED '£2¢AM preeminent, outstanding 
1408 











HOLD BACK, deduct; note, memo 


34 | Here imagine a friend (40)’s hand (¥) PULLING one OUT of a precarious or embarrassing 
situation. M2 STAND OUT is an extended meaning. c= $& 1950 


FRR x5 (tax) deduction, subtraction...0996 
ExsEzS seeuy25 holdbackahorse 0336 
Ope z we umzede modest, temperate, 





Se 
UM(KAS) BAA) 





reserved 
JE2 vp anteroom, waiting room 0253 


FAINBOFER Wed5LH5LeMUMZ counterfoil 
of a receipt 1922, 1155, 0079 











4 Review 2@ 0398. In the present entry, imagine a suicidal person standing on an exposed 
| beam, threatening to jump. You reach out with your hand (¥) to HOLD him BACK. This 


kanji can also refer to taking notes, from the idea of “holding onto” something that has been 


said, rather than letting it disappear forever. 











LEND SUPPORT TO OPTS HL5TS support, maintain.....0500 


FREER 45%e< dependent family 
member(s) 0500, 0219, 0568 


FABIA S SUS support, sustain 0642 
4k 30 bringing up (children) 0489 























A husband (%) lending a hand (#), i.e., LENDING SUPPORT TO. se 4% 1954 











2 ‘ WIPE, erase ORRTS zosFS erase, strike out: deny, 
ignore; do away with, liquidate............. 0522 
: FINS S H.0l25F% erase, strike out ....1289 
; y as HRI £6 powdered greentea........... 0603 

















: Hand (¥) bringing something to an end (7X): WIPE/erase. As a visual shortcut, you can see 
= 64 | the strip between $4 and S5 as a horizontal swath the hand makes across a chalkboard with 
an eraser. Now take a moment to make sure you can distinguish this entry from the previous 
one. «& F& 1953 








0277 
8 
2 OPEN UP (farmland or new frontiers) FORE *<Ls< colonization, exploitation... 0841 
‘ OBB mu%< reclamation, opening up, 
} clearing; exploitation....0000..........0.00., 0450 
7 4H #AKS land reclamation by drainage 
: nn | Laeenercs etre his aren hn me eet 04 











| A hand(#) removing a stone (43): OPEN UP (farmland or new frontiers). 











0282 
fa | 8 
5 TORTURE Of@RY D584 torture 0452 
4 HERIG C5eaxe» rack, instrument of torture 
Se ge 0452, 0949 
3, ary 
ST 














E9964 This character is dominated by a long and menacingly pointy diagonal stroke ($7). Imagine 
that it is the knife of a cruel inquisitor, which he threatens to use to puncture the skin of a 

heretic’s hand (¥), and to drive right through its bones into the wooden table of the inquisi- 
2 tion room: TORTURE. 


| 9 | 521 











TALL BUILDING OPERA 45m< multistoried building 0792 
SHE (g545 watchtower, observation tower 
10 





TBR ©2949 five-story building 
0007, 1224 


Mate =345 lofty building; skyscraper.....0185 














Once harvested, field grains must be stored high above the ground to keep them out of the 
reach of animals. In this entry, visualize a woman (2Z) storing rice (7X) high atop a towering 
wooden (4) structure: TALL BUILDING. «= 3 0309 


PLATFORM, rostrum Oem te zA2A platform, rostrum 
BOB x45%A teacher's platform, rostrum.. 0632 
#¥4H LA. poetical circles, world of poetry... 0389 


NEY, er alg place of execution; eleventh 
0030, 0445 


FRIES KAtcoes getonthe platform... 1054 

















= 


Visualize & as a rostrum or PLATFORM, built on an earth (£) foundation. 


TOWER, pagoda SRE -T5k35 steel tower; pylon 

EE wALLeS control tower ....1839, 0708 
Dy 7 x VEE ry7rWve5 Eiffel Tower 

|) {4% soe3 pagoda, Buddhist pagoda....0811 


OCHHBOIE ~rvwdsned five-story pagoda 
0007, 0539 























0541 








Visualize 4 as a communications tower: 4 represents the tower structure, while ++ repre- 
sents the antennas on its roof. The present entry adds t to suggest a deep and sturdy founda- 
tion, and means TOWER/pagoda. 


jG LOAD ON BOARD OPTS e5avveS load, embark ........ 1318 
FS3HETS £50255 board, get ona plane, 
embark... cc eee eee 1005 





FEIEAR L5Us5tA boarding pass. ..1005, 0456 








— 


Here, visualize the hand (4) LOADING the antennas (+4) ON BOARD the tower (2). Remem- 
bering this idea, practice writing 44 and 4% in turn, and learn to associate their meanings 
with the variable element. 











fe | 12 














"FEW 
7 WIDOW(ER) 





‘HPO wyvs5o few, little, scanty.......... 
OS4 mea oligopoly............... 0348 












a 


'EBe »&<e silent, taciturn, reticent....0762 
"SEE ms beingill-informed..... 0453 






OB ms (<>) widow... 




















| Itis useful to associate this kanji with a WIDOW's poverty. Picture $4-9 (like F7 0016 HUN- 
DRED with an extra zero) as her last thousand dollars, which she carefully stores on a special 
covered (-*) shelf (S10), dividing (4}) it into tiny sums for her expenses. Thus seen, the kanji 
represents not only WIDOW, but also FEW. 


















GUEST ORB vAex< (-UAMS) guest, guest of honor 
en Sa see abnadinerha Reaetgnd in dedaheeliuhins aeitie vs 0787 

RA swur guest, visitor... 0274 

= JA x<oA state guest... 0075 


MAA uUAMA guesthouse .....1139, 0291 




















| Visualize 4-8 as a uniformed doorman standing at the entrance to a well-to-do family’s 
house (~~). $4 shows his doorman’s cap, 6-7 his epaulets, and $8 his arm pointing toward 
our left, solicitously pointing the way for the family’s wealthy GUEST (1). This kanji is easily 
identified by the distinctive image of the welcoming doorman’s arm. 








DECORATE 42 fii tS 235Lz<FS ornament, adorn, 
decorate 200.0. cccceeceee eee eees 1591 
OATS ULwdLe<tB decorate, ornament: 
[grammar] modify ........0.00000000000000.. 1676 
ya7 


MS(S) HE (VY) 


Pr hii 3AL‘< makeup, maguillage........ 1619 
OFS mx decorate; affect; display 
BABY <uMxty necklace... 0157 

















1530 
48/13 
< 
ra 


SATIATED; tired of 








RY 
(34) B(HT) 


| Earlier we learned to visualize 7~ as a person holding out an object (e.g., see Hf 0571, HE 
0573, and ’Z 1805). Here, see “~ holding out a cloth (IH) and placing it over a dining ( 
Die table: DECORATE. 


ti 


RATES A (Z5L<F% satiate oneself, eat one’s 
PUN SS screls Steer Atte it, ott the andere soared eta, 0288 


Offtiiiy (a5eA. satiety, surfeit... 0179 
OSS Z #&S be satiated, grow tired of 
bISfY%4 x%%% be fed up listening to. 0453 
RUSE Hee be fickle 














1528 
48113 





| Here CL wrap suggests a filled sack. Fat (fi) + filled sack: SATIATED. Recall that all kanji incor- 
4z 184| porating © are pronounced 237. 











STARVE 











fRFE we death fromstarvation............. 




















So hungry, one would eat (f) oneself (#X): STARVING. The on-yomi compound to memorize 


appears in the next entry. 















OfLAR aa starvation, hunger, famine....... 
BLES 4A starving people ................. 0477 
OMLZS 34% starve 
AL 34 hunger, starvation 
ALAFEIS Savi (death by) starvation ....0716 













So hungry, one would eat (fi) the table (JL): STARVING. 


DESK 





Es 
OR 








O#L_E v3 top of the desk; academic, 


theoretical..0000000 0041 
PLE © RR XUL50<54A4 armchair 

theorizing.......0.0.00.000000.00. 0041, 0398, 0942 
BLP x underthedesk........00....0.... 0040 
SUBBL we3<a officedesk.......... 0080, 0687 











7, Wooden (f) table (JL): DESK. 





REDUNDANT, superfluous 





yay 











SLR Us5625% verbose, redundant, prolix 
Bhatia od Sie Melek Ua death ettaua dat ted Lge 0091 


FUE bs50.A superfluous personnel......0317 




















is a4 
| Recall that JL can also mean tablecloth. Here, we observe a covering (~) placed over a 
tablecloth, REDUNDANT. The on-yomi compound to memorize appears at ax 1977. 





CROWN 


O-FRE #5mA crown, diadem, cap............... 0072 
RET *vwALS coronation (ceremony) 
nemgbhost Ga itne ) dered mem cia van tials cia Saeee a 1914, 0109 


£4 *#AULe (=U) young man (come of age) 0107 





v WY 


DATY 








HEUEZESR AZALI ceremonial occasion 
(coming of age, marriage, funeral, ancestral 
worship)....0.00.00..000 eee 1721, 0717, 0637 

T5 TAGY wa ("7)-shaped grapheme atop 

certain kanji (such as 7) 

















Picture the outstretched arm (J) placing a CROWN (S3) upon someone's head ($4). “7 rein- 
forces the meaning by suggesting covering, and CROWNS the whole affair for good measure. 
Being mindful that a CROWN is a covering and not a roofwill help you remember that it is 
written with “7, not “>. The Japanese name for “7” appears in V5. 


SEPARATE 





Y 
SH (NS) (LaF) 








Sy HET SKAUTS separate; be separated 


sale ale Dineen sanimacnget eect ieee 0088 
#IHE 12<1) exfoliation, peeling off.......... 0609 
Owe uca divorce... 1721 
BEBE W< takeoff... 1432 


OBE%4 iden separate; be separated 

















Recall LX] 0296 EVIL MISFORTUNE. Now because the lower part of 23 resembles FY (4) 
(which can refer to one’s own home or workplace), we can associate it with a home or work- 
place that has experienced evil misfortune. Think of the small bird (4) deciding to SEPARATE 


himself from such a place. 


CHEST 





4 ‘= | 7 
Cha OR 








it BF 250. chest measurement........... 0435 
ODES %45.3° breast, chest 20.00.00 0068 
WER x5H< thorax, chest....000.00000..... 1422 
FEA) &e%s5 courage, pluck, heart.......... 0280 
WOE wae chesthair wo 0487 





71-| In the coming series of kanji, H will be used in the sense of body part. Here, 14) suggests the 
body part wherein an elephant (7 J) stores up memories of heart-rending misfortune (LI): 
his CHEST. «3 fidi 1973 














SUFFER, be troubled 





79 
eo) Wecky) 











KH1K (€AM5 worldly desires, carnal desires 
1937 





OFF 1M <5 suffering, anguish, dread....... 0405 
OMELL SPELL distressful; seductive, alluring 
{OME overs failtogrow........... 0873 
FAL IMES s|ekee PET rack one's eee 





72 | At RZ 1249 we visualized »Y as “falling blossoms.” Here, visualize it as “falling into misfortune” 








(LX]}, and imagine how this must cause the heart/mind (‘T) to SUFFER. © fii 1973 





wee 








WAV 


pXo) 


a 


AM3Z MSL brain death 


6 7, 
\\V D KAA 2005 cerebrum 
10 11 


fi32 O54) brain, mind, memory 


4 BAA 45 brain; brains, head 
OFF fis Lem head, leader 

















‘ In the strict, physiological sense, the body part (A) directly affected by “falling into misfor- 


| tune” (see previous entry) is the BRAIN. Practice writing this and 4, learning to associate 


SUFFERING (a matter of the spirit) with 1, and BRAIN (a physical organ) with H. ss fj 1971, 
4 1972 





INTERNAL ORGAN he# 252 internal organs, viscera 
OAR «0.25 internal organs, viscera 
DR LAS heart 
Key 2547 entrails, giblets 














L 


Body parts (J) stored inside the storehouse (Je), i.e., INTERNAL ORGANS. 8% jek 0695 





STOMACH F359 \Ue< dyspepsia, indigestion 
OBB’ wsiga stomach 

Fx ua gastric cancer 
Bigs wauks stomach ulcer. 














ee To remember this kanji, imagine food going into the head (FH) and down into a body part 


| CH) located below it: the STOMACH. 





‘FLAME 1.2 HAA flames, blaze 


2 INFLAMMATION, -itis "HHH C232 flaming desires, burning 
passions 


= AIS OK 45%<M18OH candle flame 
4 
Oye 5 =; . 
IOs Fee RALED inflammation 
2ANZE M524. encephalitis 
L 



































TALK, converse 





Bean “A talk, conversation: comment. ..0053 
’ Le TUBE CadtEA joke. 1968 
eau , OMB S SATS consult, talk over, confer 





a i a eg rein tetas hd a sed tes 0682 

=>? 7 mae ERR X/Amv roundtable talk, symposium 

ww sues ee ee 0749, 0226 
HAR Lenser summit meeting 

ies t etude eated Acc abt! 0157, 1973, 0226 

| Words (3) by the flames (#8) of the campfire: TALK/converse. 























a ps | LIGHT, faint ORR tALEC lightcolor...... ee. 0528 
~‘] YER tAaU lightcoloring 0990 
GIRL muxAe cool, indifferent ......... 0675 
HR O5tA shading, light and shade.....0512 
RB #pwx lightsnow........0............ 0899 











‘ 


| Water(¥) falling on flames (3&), making them LIGHT/faint. «= $& 1979 





















, : NATURAL CALAMITY Ogg xuvacuy calamity, disaster, accident. ..0413 
g g g RAY TAs natural disaster............... 0270 
EYE LaAaw earthquake disaster .......... 0902 

) 2 4 S&H <u accident, natural disaster, 
b¥b(u) es SS deceplen(ieeseyitte ry ae 1486 
XEWwTS bxXpwss be the ruin of (someone) 




















] Fire (XX) and smoke ({{{, just this time): NATURAL CALAMITY. «& 138 1978 








OFF A295 liver 
ARH Am liver oil 
HEAL PARA hepatitis 
IF »Ak5e important, vital, essential 0547 
FPICHUS xticows take toheart.....1546 






































LUNG OfMPR 025 TNS. occa 1974 
Wii F (sua. lungs and liver, innermost heart 
dig eae esta Sra wen per athe Ate ARE Te le ct 1980 
| Aif#2IE] aLAvwA. infiltration of the lungs 
FRAR a AIS ai tial halt ctcaiicctlaa Sie taly nag tee ph bare ty 1014, 1491 
AiiZE (2u.%A pneumonia, inflammation of the 
WINGS Fritice Sache duthegeeetan sagen eased 1976 
Bib AkHHL> tue» have aweak chest...0424 











_ 








A 130 


0825 





JAA suggests body part. \gnore city/market, and instead see Ti as a picture of two pulmonary 
lobes, framed by a throat ($5), collarbones (S6), and a windpipe (S9): LUNGS. This entry is the 
only one breaking the rule that kanji with TH are pronounced +. 


GALLBLADDER, gall JR t£At® gallstone 
HHit tAU0 bile, gall 
JHA] tAWe< courage, nerve, mettle 
ORAL Luz boldness, daring 
5<&A disappointment, discouragement 
0793 




















Straying for a moment from our focus at this point in the course, interpret 4 here as moon, 
not body part. With H., it tells us a story of one morning when the moon had the gall to stay 
out after dawn: GALLBLADDER/gall. 



































; GLAND FRIKRR cats5¢A. thyroid gland ...1521, 0616 
>, — OFM Suwa lachrymalgland.............. 1020 
SLAB (ce3etA mammarygland............ 0160 
x yey WEYL 222%. salivary gland......1401, 0468 
yA FHRAR tARSA mucus gland ....1267, 0470 
Hi body part + 38 fountain/spring: GLAND. The on-yomi follows 32 0207 and ## 0210. 
Al 130 
0950 | 
(13 
ee MEMBRANOUS SAC ORIN BUN Cll i css stsoarrenctinwanony 0239 
MURDHR xvvg¥5e< cellular membrane 
Shek casrnd He tie madeale Mexia bcthaee 0239, 1337 
: ae 7 FEF Sv spore. 0094 
n AGA (3uveS alveolus.....00....00000000000.. 1981 
SPW 08S spore... cee 1817 
LL J 
Body part (A) + wrap (2): MEMBRANOUS SAC. 














INTESTINES OFFHB «545. stomach and intestines/bowels 
1975 


His b250'%5H< gastroenterology 
1975, 0617, 0099 








BBR bedKA enteritis 
iB Ue33 small intestine 
HB $5545 cecum, appendix 


Let “body part (FA) + difficult (G3)" suggest INTESTINAL discomfort. «= 353 0444, 3 1945 











‘WOMB TAEAG wAL. mother’s womb 

2 FETUS THEA Aver interior of the womb 
2 ABB *uves5 prenatal care 

WA OAV tue embryo, fetus 


i&Bh Aves quickening, fetal movement; 
indication 054 




















OPBEB £5.3° waist, hips 
JR <uist hipbone 
JE HUZU legs and loins 

OMBHNIS cums sitdown 
JEASX xxx loincloth 











When we learned 2¢ 0547, we pictured a woman weighed down by a heavy box. The present 
entry refers to the body part (H) that the box causes to bend: the WAIST. 





F=—AKH F=2vU tennis elbow 


KE CALHLAUS vetucesunis 
elbow one’s way through a crowd 
0015, 1525, 0088 





HEHE ovmidesd armchair 
1117, 1332, 0094 














| The body part (A) involved in producing an outstretched arm (x}'): ELBOW. 














KNEE; lap KRER Lorucf kneecap, patella 1303, 0465 
RERAEH LomAto knee joint 0451, 0391 
FREKAT OX€<TT sit at ease 

ORSBNT oxau lap robe 


FED EICHES uxXHSAcCOeS puton 
one’s lap 0041, 1005 

















i 
| Again H suggests body part. Back at %4 1002, we visualized 4& as splashing drops of sap. 
Here, let the lower portion suggest splashing drops of “water (2K) on the KNEE,” being 
drained. To distinguish KE (OS, knee; lap) from BY (OU, elbow), it is helpful to associate 
the X of US with JE (%, seat), and thus with the lower part of the body. 


CROTCH, thigh RRBE RG cmA#2 hip joint, coxa 

ARB &*< crotch 

—Jbe sisk#* bifurcation, splitting; double- 
dealing 0003 


ANB 36&é innerthigh; pigeon-toed .....0215 
366% innerthigh 

















Ai means body part, and both JL and X have CROTCH-like shapes. Therefore, ignore 4 


lance and instead perceive the meaning CROTCH directly from these shapes. «= AX 1991, 
KX 0058 


FRA Uv limbs, members 
TX #v- lower limbs, legs 
OUR UL limbs, legs and arms 
HU “AU forelimb, front leg 
BEIRK eAL<L choice, alternative 1502, 1503 

















| Review the first part of the annotation for 52 0373. This should allow you to perceive in the 


present entry a branch-like body part (J), or LIMB. © 4% 0965, Hi 1990 


TRUNK, torso OWE & S20. trunk, torso, hull 

fAS% evsee bellyband 

Hl2e Lu» jacket, vest 

Alay. eSaceeur havealongtrunk...0091 

















When [él] appears next to H, visualize it as the rectangular shape of a human torso, housing 
a couple of internal organs: TRUNK/torso. 











‘ARMPIT "RE pbeiy underarmhair... 0487 

















2 ASIDE HCAS patcawas cay under one sain 
PO I ORIS Poks<MbzIE next to the 
bx bt OUSSLONE oases exvonsantncsaiines os 0303, 0256 
2H GL baa lookingaside.................... 0083 
OQBic< paice< putaside, disregard (onthe 
Moment)... 0000 eceeeeeeeeeee ees 0B4 





At & 1496 we visualized three powerful (45) predators threatening prey. Here, visualize a 
PJ 130| body part (A) emitting an overpowering stench: ARMPIT. M2 ASIDE is an extended meaning. 


oe &% 1496, i 0543 








0859 


| 10 





iAH LU fats and oils 
Hi’& Uv lipids, fats 
HAVE %.3:5U43 fatty constitution 
FRX 27: HSS¥K greasy, oily 





Y 


Hb 











If 0931 refers to the essence or substance of something, here it must refer to the “essence 
of meat (),” that is, something one always finds when one cuts into it: FAT. «& #8 0932 





VISIT A TEMPLE Bid S xAttvsS visitatemple/shrine, 
pay homage 1239 
#H°C 4 97% visitatemple/shrine, pay 
homage 
OME (4457 one's first visit to a temple/ 
£5(T) B9T $4(TS) shrine in the new year 0710 











Let “words (#) + essence (‘&)" suggest a worshipper’s speaking his true feelings to God, as in 
a heartfelt prayer or confession: VISIT A TEMPLE. This kanji is the one exception to the rule 
that kanji containing 7 have the on reading +. 





ANIMAL FAT OFSHG Liss fat, grease 











—1- 


Aslab of meat (A) with a strip of FAT on one side (Jj). 











HLY lata body 
OLA (ax underwear 





WL #<Leta# scholarly bent of mind 
0099, 0107 











 Tablectoth (JL) for the body (1): SKIN. 











SKIN LE GSM hie: Besa choad 0595 
SCM RESIS MASexET thoroughly, beyond 
recognition; scathingly.......... 0633, 0048, 1806 

7 

















Tiger (J®, review HE 0912 if necessary) + stomach (¥3). To associate this with SKIN, we might 
F§ 130| imagine removing a tiger’s stomach and other viscera, in order to take home only its SKIN. 
ce J 2004, kk 1999 








CONSIDER 









AE Uv consideration, discretion... .0142 
ZRF S x35vst% consider, deliberate 0628 
ORES S RAVETS be reserved: hesitate: 


Ja VOTING 8 cat Fee 8 tk ees ol caoeasiac cess fe 0857 


ACK (tue consideration, care, concern 0799 


4 15 
Y> WA =x regard, consideration .......... 1890 


Paint a picture in your mind’s eye of a tiger (J®) thinking (44), contemplating whether to 
initiate a chase or wait for a better opportunity: CONSIDER. «= Jig 1998, Js 2004 





















CRUEL, tyrannical PRE XAXe<e cruel, atrocious, brutal 1583 
OF ¥eckur abuse, cruelty 

JER ¥e<ao massacre, genocide 
Fx7 OFFS wrens tyrannize, oppress 


LW (FS) FEF OREA Loweifankveue down- 
trodden people, the oppressed 














Picture $7-9 as the tiger (J®)’s claw, which he CRUELLY uses to maul his victims without the 
slightest regard for the suffering he causes them. 



















RISK, fears 








bth 





4 











CRMOR Loituoasen risk offailure 
RO ee en ae ee eae 0563, 0830 
ERED RMAS TARMKOBENKHS 
There is a risk of falling........... 0224, 0793, 0400 
BIRO REET paeanstnenct 
preclude the possibility of infection 
Speen tute Drehesedsuadteevbencte es 0327, 1174, 0048 















DRAMA 





We 











E| Typist (43) entering tiger (/®)s lair: RISK. Note that B27 is usually written 71 (cf. 1633). 





458) owe tragedy, tragicdrama.......... 1856 
Bw) ave comedy... 1212 
BRR AMF opera... ccc. 0827 
OBISG wavsd theater... 0445 


RIZIHUS (ee2AUS performaplay...0914 











| Imagine a sword ( !J )-fighting DRAMA featuring a tiger (T=) and a pig (A). 


"EMPTY, void 
2 FALSE 





%aoa 








‘EAE &x¢ nothingness; nihility 
‘HERZ <S5%4% empty, void; inane 0398 
ORL S224 vanity 1245, 0056 
@# (4 «<# falsehood, lie, fallacy 1237 
2 HG %£25 fabrication, fiction 








: Imagine entering the tiger (J®)’s lair and finding nothing but a few drops of water dripping 


from the ceiling and splashing on the ground (IL): the lair is EMPTY. M2 FALSE is a derivative 


meaning. «& EX 2007 


CAPTIVE 











O88 131% prisoner of war, captive 
S81 vel captive, prisoner 











Tiger (Y=) holding man (53) CAPTIVE. t= Ji 1998, kx 1999 




















BRAVE; in high spirits BRE ®©5mA% brave, daring, heroic... .0809 
OA 5% courage, valor, bravery, nerve...0126 





Bik ©5465 bravery, daring... 0767 
2 HBSS AWS courage... 1982 
Wwa(a) ORD wag be encouraged, be in high spirits 




















Recall Y pointing forward. Here, picture a man (3) running swiftly forward, full of enthusi- 
HA 19 | asm and courage: BRAVE; in high spirits. 


1798 





WELL UP, gush out OH 3U8> welling, gushing............. 0038 
8< < wellup, gush out 





™ SHS pees wellup, springforth.....0038 
ay Bx LAD pxwvs wellup, arise........ 0041 
4 b(<) OSHS pHs wellup,arise........ 0430 














) 


Picture streams of sweat (¥ ) WELLING UP/gushing out of the high-spirited running man (Fi). 
95 | oe 782 1588 












Op S zbeHNs sport, play; joke 


FHA — VR TOD Dacate—ic 
EbthHTUS The kitten is playing with a ball 
AS ey I, digs eat a Gained 0094, 1825 


a3 ; Owe BE 3x game, pastime, amusement ...0570 
bt (NS) Bai ¥ae< drama, play.......000...000..... 0503 
| FEB ute 3'S (=<) mischief, prank......0546 
| false (dz) + spear (2Z): throwing a spear for SPORT/play, rather than in actual battle. 

ve fF 2003, AX 2008 





SPORT, play 








































‘FINE Opgpaiz: zAxuve delicate, fine, subtle..... 
2 FIBER 1 oe #449 cilia, finehair.................. 0487 


2 10) #Ax long thin strips (of a vegetable) 
Acsbasth dvs’ Mage telat dct oa tute Seta e a mee Mae ie 0086 


240i mitra chemical fiber .....00..0...... 0120 
2 coer syntheticfiber................. 














ty 
















From #& 1317, recall the short man (++) holding a spear (7X): *X. Here he uses the spear as 
the framework of a loom (recalling #& 0470), on which he manipulates FINE thread (i). A 
helpful way to remember this character is to visualize MV as extremely FINE FIBERS stretched 
upon the spear-loom. = IX 2007, #8 2009 
















+#u‘5% minute, subtle, nice 0976 
40.54 minute, meticulous 0239 
42% close, minute, precise. .... 1383 
<35% exquisite, elaborate 1047 

















Thread (#) + bring about (BL, review 0251 if necessary): let this suggest the deliberate process 
of stretching thread until it becomes FINE. «= #& 2008 





LIE, fib Ong% << 548¢ tellalie 
WED 540% liar 





+a 
AE 




















et RUMOR, gossip OMB FES SbAxeeHF spread rumors ....1059 
; WERE Sh8t€L gossip... ce. 0053 
7 
, yy 
os 3bx 

















B& means HONOR/esteem (see 0802), but depicts an outstretched arm (*}’) holding aloft a 
ceremonial liquor bottle (#4, shown in non-standardized form in the next two entries). Here, 
the esteemed figures who have taken from the bottle speak gossip and RUMORS from their 


feet liquor-loosened mouths (I). 
0652 

















BARREL OE-—VOR e-nOKS keg of beer 

WR ans wine barrel/cask............. 0797 
YY 
kS 











This time, picture the outstretched arm (“J) refilling the ceremonial liquor bottle (#4) from a 
wooden (#) BARREL. 














WI 
Ww 
I 













DISTANCE 













OBR ME 21) distance, range; interval ........ 1970 
UEERE *:A&x0 shortdistance ......0562, 1970 
BeBBRE 625%21) longdistance..... 0091, 1970 

















| Here we see a leg(#) making a giant (E 0483) stride, i.e., covering a great DISTANCE. Note 
that both characters incorporating E- follow its on reading, +3. 








REFUSE, reject FERRET S Xz#OFS refuse, reject, deny...1271 





OBIS s2vTs deny, reject............ 0552 
1 
: MHWSIEC Uissuecize refuse payment, 
ce decline to pay... 0373, 0812 
ze() AREETC tcwdsve5eTIse deny (someone) 


3 AdMISSION....00.. eee ce ceece eee 0039, 0445 















k | Here we observe the hand (#) of a person REFUSING/ rejecting an offer from a giant (E2), or, 
if you prefer, from the Tokyo Giants (EA [XU A)). 





GLAD OfLv> Shu glad, delighted 
HLEI& snLt3% delightful, glad-looking 





x 
jn (LV) 

















Woman (4) expressing happiness (=): GLAD. 





OAK txuz (big) drum 
HF cue drummer 
eR x#< eardrum 


BMKFS xFuFS inspire, inculcate, advocate 
1764 


OB 4EdTO 7354857 beatahand drum... 1025 














| Recall the image of 3¢ 0373 as a hand holding up a branch (32). Now imagine the hand 
beating the branch against the drum at the left (&¥, introduced back at = 1212). 











STANDING TREE O#FAR Uwt< tree: trees and shrubs 
SHR Cel resin 

BK vores sap 

Rts} Le<ve tree planting 
ERB #30 roadside trees 




















7 Recall from = 1212 that ©& is a drum that stands on its side. Here picture the outstretched 
arm (“J) standing up the drum this way. With ¥ tree, this provides an intuitive image for 
STANDING TREE—i.e., a tree that has not been cut down. «= Ji 2018 





EXPAND OWA iwaru» swelling, expansion 0033 
Wig + iz5eATS be inflated 0179 

OWNS <n expand, swell 

KY MNS x3<nB be thickly clad 0938 

8<(HE) 3 (HS) WBN >if] 3<no5 sullen/sulky look....0175 











=o 
Flesh (A) fully stretched out like the skin of a drum (&). S14-16 emphasize the outward 
expansion: EXPAND. o& #8 2017 








OME (#543 expansion, swelling; growth, 
2 


increase 

















J Flesh (A) growing “longer” (4), i.e., SWELLING. Removed from the Joyo list in 2010. ex Hifi 
2022 





"SPREAD (out), extend (over) Os (€55x5 expansion, swelling; rout , 
i 1 

2STRAIN, stretch ee 

'(H5R LAS&S expansion, elongation ......0873 


2567) 6£30e< tension, tensile strength ...0084 
Fay 


O ; 
E(B) 1) FQ) a» Be spread (out), extend (over); stretch, 


2H5R% * lsd be tenacious, hangin there 1918 


#| A bow(™3) being stretched to the fullest possible /ength (<): SPREAD/STRETCH. Note that 
kanji with the phonetic component £& are read Fa. 


































NOTEBOOK, curtain 





OFW T4453 pocketbook, datebook __. 0046 
1 : WIM 458A notebook, register... 0175 
eI@ 6.451% account book, ledger, register..0985 


5 Fay Ve aes 424425425 bankbook, 
passbook oo... 0442, 0029, 0159 


Ft 4504 balance ofaccounts.......... 1896 














7 “Long (4) cloth (11)" easily suggests this kanji’s original meaning, curtain. Later borrowed 
to denote a /ong scroll of paper, this kanji now usually refers to some kind of NOTEBOOK. 





TUMOR, swelling OWE ULe643 swelling, puffiness 
@ F m HAE AL cancerous tumor, carcinoma 1946 
i Wifi UE tg..%L® pulmonary emphysema 

ea, - en eS er tote et 1981, 0126 
ya ; 
2 ik(B) (E(BF) HHS LokS tumor........................... 1945 
Off1% ithe become swollen 

















24 Flesh(A) + pile on top of (HL): TUMOR/swelling. «= f= 2019 








FEAL weve fat, enlarged........... 0033 


2 
wy Fie % UkAICeS become obese ...0179 
OFLA oes fertilizer, manure.............. 0758 
t OFFAL ST Z5L4CRF fatten acow.......0116 
c(AS) CK C(VT) C(KL) FE? L Zc night soil 


823) A and E! are similar forms, showing two boxes at the top with a tail trailing downward. 
The main difference is that in El the boxes are arranged side-to-side, FATTENING it. To easily 
remember this character, see E4 as a kind of FATTENED variation on H. 


































Offset S i2&<4% grip, grasp; understand, 
PUA Dis ocho cute ane ices eee eee eoeess 1536 


1 FLHF TS (sUTS grasp, hold, grip......... 0384 
FEGET S (4%<$S grasp, comprehend ... 1603 

















A! Visualize the hand (+) GRIPPING E! at its bottom-left corner, which makes a perfect handle 
for a vise-like GRIP. 











OES S 2b254 exaggerate, overstate, 
PTY jae la feta alae gt 20 


= #78 CU ostentation, showing off.......... 0311 


‘amet 5 aA CEL exaggeration, magnification. ..0033 
6 
vw 12 (2) 


OFS ez boast, take pride in 
BSLV (eZSLt proud 

We have seen S12-13 in £4 1047, etc. Here see it, and the stroke above it, as a kind of ladder 

climbed by X big, representing the idea of growing too big, as in “too big for one’s boots.” 

The whole kanji, then, suggests “ta/k (3) too big,” or BOAST. 
















































2 LOOK OVER, view 





Nit 
Nd 











O—' w55n aglance, areading; summary. ..0002 


EE PSY TEACHER Please looky 
Laciehae dnl Aesancceashs x Carll woh sae BAe 0862, 0040 


——| #0 Bl »ASAL* Ferriswheel...... 1128, 0125 


FERS TASATS exhibit, show........ 0880 
BEE 225AL7 reading room....1199, 0253 





i | At BH 0855 we learned to see “~ as a forward gaze, emphasized here by the stroke that fol- 





lows below it. With 52, to emphasize the same idea, see the retainer (E) LOOKING OVER/ 
Eras | Viewing. ex Ee 2027, & 2032, FF 2033 
2485 
| 17 





1e2 ;= 
Be 
ay 


OVERSEE 





CRESS w»ALTS watch, keep under 
Observation.........00.00.000. cee 0623 


% 2 A inspection; inspector, supervisor 
1514 


f EEE »ALw> (editorial) supervision ...... 1676 
"| oa BRR PACS prisON...... 0737 
Bebe MAS cell,ward 0... 1886 

















ce FS 2026, fk 0855 


‘APPRAISE 
7 REFER TO 


— 





AY 
DAD (AS) 





i (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the retainer keeps watch over a plate (=): OVERSEE. 


132 #ALs5 appreciation, enjoyment ...0322 

ORGETS pmaTutsS appraise, estimate, 
identify 0045 

29:4 pARAS take into account; heed 

O46 9% iaAmA yearbook 

24,9 mua list, directory 




















1 In the next four entries, 





Be will suggest keeping watch over or looking to. This entry indicates 


a kind of official record or standard (recorded on metal) that the retainer /ooks to (i.e., 
REFERS TO) in order to APPRAISE or identify something. 

















WARSHIP Hm <AMA warship... 0583 
B+ HPK mAt» squadron, fleet... 0586 
Wai AMA battleship... 0461 

ay | PARE xacseHn aircraft carrier 
: hil ei eG 1646, 0398, 0104 
KHE eAtUmA submarine ....1168,0027 











Boat (jf) + keep watch over (2): WARSHIP. 








manufacture 
Ht SAlt> overcutting of forests 
i #& 5Au* extravagant spending 
OHSS SAk54% abuse, use to excess 0047 
TRH SAx< excessive hunting/fishing....1659 


EXCESSIVE tis 5425 excessive production, careless 
0699 














—— 


3 Here picture the retainer in an observation tower, keeping watch over (#5) rising flood waters 
(¥ ): EXCESSIVE. iii is interchangeable with #L 0380 in compounds for which the latter 
means “excessive” «= GL 0380 








INDIGO FFE ws indigo blue 

Ef #v0'% indigo blue 

BEICYeDS #HviczHs dye deep blue....1174 
OHM sure indigo dye 

















| Here picture the retainer keeping watch over ('::) a plant (++) of a color so beautiful that 
he can’t take his eyes off it: INDIGO. Now practice writing the last five entries in alternation, 
learning to determine their meanings from the variable component. 





WISE, intelligent ORDA: UADUe wise, intelligent; sensible 
0024 


Bi GAT sage, wise person 


BEB vsssutalwg good wife and wise 
aA mother 0285, 1457, 0104 


DLE (v») OB »uzey wise, intelligent 
FERTV) bSaucey sly, cunning 

















4 In the next four entries, the retainer(E2) serves his master not with his eye, but with his hand 
(SQ). In this entry, he WISELY i increases his master’s fortune by stashing away shells (A, ie., 
money). «© 3, 2026, F 2033 























i 3 KIDNEY ORME LAGS kidneys... 1974 
? iki CAPSoes kidney stones 
ett EEE 1974, 0516, 0403 
» A VARA nephritis, kidney inflammation 
1976 





44 





ORF mAvAz vital, essential, main.....1980 











Eager to save his master’s life, the retainer(E2) hands (SZ) him a spare body part (Al): one of | 
his KIDNEYS. «= EX 2032, Fa, 2026 











FIRM, solid ERE A450 solid, durable 
ORLZEZ YALe steady, sound, reliable. ..0499 
HEX 4951tA mainstay, nucleus (ofa company) 
0035 





TY 


ORL. apts 
DTW) -ASTE (UY) BXV) afeuy firm, hard 


EL Tcaxsteu steady; safe; trustworthy...0046 














; . Once more proving his all-around utility, the retainer (E2) uses his hand (2) to solidify the 
earth (+) foundation of his master’s home: FIRM/solid. 





"TIGHTEN VBRER &A645 tension, strain 

2EXIGENT ‘RMT S xae<ss bind tightly 0984 
'5kfia %AL«e< contraction; strict economy 0875 
27BGALT SACL tense, strained.......1182 
ORAk xAx0de urgent, pressing, emerett 





HY 











b Here the retainer (E+) uses his hand (SC) to TIGHTEN a loose cord (#3). M2 EXIGENT is an 
extended meaning. Now practice writing the last four entries in alternation, and distinguish- 
ing their meanings based on the grapheme that appears at the bottom. «= #% 1575 





SUDDENLY RISING BRE ixo4eA suddenly 
ORES S (¥oif2F% break out, suddenly 
014 


$h9 (F525 sudden rise, ascendancy ......0505 

HRT S i¥o4TS well up; stiffen, have an 
erection 0430 

HyeefaH iZo5%L25Hu erectile dysfunction 


0430, 1461, 0413 
] Interpret 3 as a child (+-) hiding under the ground (=, which here is in fact + and “~). 

Now picture the child SUDDENLY. RISING from his underground hiding place and taking up 
the plow(7J). Do not confuse with 4 0630. 


























WORK HARD; urge on 








VA 
U(B) 1k (EF) 


















Ong ji Leon’ encouragement, promotion 0615 
BUNT S wehuss encourage, urge....0575 
TENN Atv strenuousefforts... 1656 

OPMERIS EDD <Aeesicaue: study hard 

Sede etn nd Made Ue ins chagtunattte vaeetvans | 1274, 0423 
MACWSEF vestcreaures cheerupan 
invalid... 0617, 0015 











oe A 2038 








| Here picture ten thousand (74 ) workers emerg 
the plows (7J) with which they have been WORKING HARD to bore the tunnel. This charac- 
E iH ter can also be used to express the idea of urging people on to such laborious efforts. 


ing from a tunnel inside a cliff(J), pushing 


HORSE CHESTNUT (tree) 











MALL &SxtA Tochigi prefecture 
sca testbeds eea nated vm ae ta eat, 5 0028, 0844 














BRIAR, thorn 


-] This kanji and the next one were among those added to the Joyo list for the specific reason 
that they are used in names of prefectures. Because they are used almost exclusively in these 
names (V1 in both entries), your time is better spent learning to read the names than learning 
these kanji for their own sake. «= Ji) 2037 














KIVA uissxttA Ibaraki prefecture 
bis rege carn dean dats ae Sena wee nwia at? 1298, 0844 


KOE wLSOHAGV crown of thos ...1969 





safely ignore this difference. 








ENVIOUS 


| (See previous entry) As with 2 1454, the form used here differs slightly from %X, but we can 












ty 











BOP (C) FOX (ELW) 











HA eAlss envy,jealousy................. 
HL 3506 envy, be jealous 
OBELL’ 55HELu» envious, jealous; enviable 





Picture the sheep (==) coveting his neighbor's (i.e., the next person’s) possessions: ENVIOUS. 
For all intents and purposes, it is fine to conflate YR with 2 next. o= 4 1304 


























‘YEAR 
?-YEARS OLD 


OFA suwro time 
‘ie A Auuc~e> revenue, annual income. ...0039 
? ART cauaeA under two years old 





TA tft 





0003, 0271, 0179 


2-1 ig (2:6 twenty years old 0003, 0005 


FT (£AXvs Banzai/Hurrah/Long live ...! 0018 














| This kanji is used as the suffix “-YEARS OLD,’ though it is often replaced in this role by the 


homophonous 4 0652. It indicates the year-by-year aging process by placing /]» at the 
bottom (for childhood), [X above that (for adulthood, recalling BK A [atv st A, adult]), 
and finally 1 at the very top, for the end of one’s YEARS. «= J 2042 


KIN 


OME LAte relative 





ee 




















2: Interpret 7 (not to be confused with 4* 0679) as an image of older (_E) and younger (J) 
relatives together. With [X guided spear, it suggests the passing on of duties from one 


generation to another within a KIN group. To distinguish from ise above: while one’s aging 
process eventually stops (1k), one’s KIN group does not (no 1E). «= jae 2041 


YOUNGER SIBLING OF PARENT 


OPE sv (=L@<s) uncle (younger than one’s 
parent) (cf. 45 1184] 0100 


Of sid (Leste) aunt (younger than one’s 
parent) [cf. 18 1184] 0104 





yva7 























0483 





(11 


ff 


Because this kanji refers to both uncles and aunts that are younger than one’s parent, we 


use “YOUNGER SIBLING OF PARENT” as its keyword. However, to refer to it more easily when 
it appears inside the three kanji that follow, we'll use uncle as the grapheme name. In this 
entry, we have “relative (8) who lends you a hand (DC): uncle/aunt (YOUNGER SIBLING OF 


PARENT). = {4 1184 


GRACEFUL, refined 








Yaz 











‘ 


UGE Lw<e< feminine grace, womanly virtues 
1668 


WAX Ue<ve lady, gentlewoman........... 0093 
OPW Turue< chastity, female virtue.......1867 








| Here we add water (¥} to uncle (#Q) to suggest an uncle of purity and refinement: GRACEFUL/ 
refined. 





543 























LONESOME, desolate; elegant simplicity 








Yr7 te 





SO SU(LYY) XU (hd) 













ORL #ULe< silence, quietness, stillness 0978 
PEL PALS< quietness, tranquility... 1365 
GRAY ML ld<HSU' the elegant simplicity of 

LCL {1 eee crea ae en leh ae 0740, 0166 

ORLY xv'LU lonesome, desolate 












"SUPERVISE: urge on 
2 COMMANDER 








b7 















OBE »A£< supervision; manager, director 
20 


“PT S &<hwss urge on (one’s subordi- 
MACOS) ies ace tah id Nadim oe Pave ooh 2037 


"BHEDS £<t<$% urge, press, demand. 1604 
2H cued admiral 

















?GUY 





. 
RO 











VPAW M3e serfs 
OES LotAL miser. 0648, 1585 


2$ HWM #4. [slang] sneaky guy, 
scammer 


@gy%# 6 [slang] those guys, they........ 0393 


















*| Picture this woman (%) as an evil mistress who uses her hand (3X) to slap a SLAVE. M2 GUY 
reflects this kanji’s use as an informal way to refer to a male. 





KF 
2k (4S) 

















(Continuing from the previous entry) Slapped by the mistress, the slave (4X) EXERTS himself 
with the plow(7J). Note that the kanji incorporating 4 follow its on-yomi, Fs 2X 2049 





O88) eve< endeavor, effort, exertion .....0084 
BHR eys<m hardworker......... 0084, 0219 

OZ ems endeavor, try hard 

Bw T 2eHT with effort, as much as possible 


BNBOS!D *4<s<0EHS do one’s best 
bbe bhafasitta Ve NG iaa ah ER poothtsneiad ores 1712, 0084 














GET ANGRY 


TAR AX (=5Am) anger, rage, resentment 
1815 


OBR irae wild rage, fury 





FE 
WA(S) BIS) 





| BRE xrHv5< joyand anger; emotion 
1212, 1860, 0302 





ORS urs get angry 
ORS Hz get angry; scold 








Continuing from 2047-48) Slapped slave (4)'s heart (CL): ANGRY. Do not confuse with the 





UNDERLING 


| name-use kanji #8 MAGNANIMITY. sa 33 2048 








Ons ew slave, servant 


FTE nuvi slavery, servitude; servile 
obedience 


EB nue< subordination 


a nw Ls angular style of writing Chinese 
characters 0079 














LINGS. «= #K 2051 





2 9. TARTICLE, subsection 
kb 2 FRIENDLY RELATIONS 





I Recall $ hand spraying water from hose, introduced at 3£ 1608. Now picture =f: military 
man as a man in position of authority, standing on top of an altar (7X, which we might 
imagine here simply as some kind of raised platform) from which he hoses down his UNDER- 


‘ee Us5mA article, stipulation, provision 0119 
'£5) aK PomA article, stipulation, provision 0170 





ay 








'sERK TowA articles of association, company 
CONTAC oo. eta ndigeil ve tit lodanas deeaees 0045 
OM LeobA loan. 1220 


22Rk =5mHnA exchange of cordialities......0102 





















HUSK, shell 


(Continuing from the previous entry) Now picture the military man (=1:) standing on the raised 
platform and reading out (of a wide-open mouth, 7K) the ARTICLES of a treaty of FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS between himself and his underlings. «= x 2050 









Opb#e ba< crust(ofthe earth) .............. 





AZ 
DS Nb 











HAA =5a<4v. Crustacea ......... 1521, 0310 
ORE mums shell... cece 0082 
| ORV Re Fuw's cigarette butt... 1763 
GUD t&CoOMS eggshell... 1141 











| Simplify the next two entries by ignoring +E, 7, and 2%, which are held constant, and | 
focusing on the variable component at the lower left. Since 7x refers to a grain’s HUSK (or a 
shellfish’s shell), while #< refers to the GRAIN itself, associate # rice (next entry) with GRAIN, 


- en ® ee A Ae 
















GRAIN, cereal 


2 x 
New ORM =<40 grain, cereals... 0172 
—_ OM XS grains. 0310 


> AR Iz< the five cereals, (staple) grains. .0007 
14, Ni 

, 17 WieHE Koza thresher. 1198, 0473 

aides 0696 


(See previous entry) «= #2 2052 




























MORTAR FARR SL molar... 


LEIS 4 Koxwsts dislocate... 1198 
; OFA ws stonemortar.................. 0403 
tay 
9F 














You have already seen this grapheme in some old forms, including those of }@ 0772 (52) and 
4ifi 1597 (4#i). For the few modern forms in which it still appears (such as 24 below), it is suf- 
ficient to use FJ as a visual clue. By itself, it means MORTAR (i.e., grinding stone). 





BREAK, chip 






OMFS S xtATS damage, harm; defame 
15 









=l£nS be chipped/nicked 
Rt14 xbhs break, get damaged [cf. $2 1666] 





x 
clz(N4S)* Cb(hnd)* 















| Ed resembles a BROKEN object, lying on the ground (=), Picture for a moment this object 
before it was BROKEN, then imagine using this lance (42) to BREAK it. 














‘HONEST 
? CHEAP 


"HEE nA6.< integrity, uprightness .......0839 
‘HE nattow honest, incorruptible ... 1570 


OREREHD% tthnabe shameless, infamous, 
impudent.......000..... ee. 0596, 1670 


Ope (fiz: tam cheap, low-priced ......... 0548 
2 Bae nals bargainsale................... 0353 


vy 














1 “Shelter(l ) + combine (#€, see 1006)” suggests sharing a dwelling, an apt image for M2 
CHEAP. Associate this with MI HONEST via the idea of honest, frugal living. 





SICKLE 


KEE SEH scythe 


QE #e<S Kamakuralcity in Kanagawa 
prefecture; seat of national government, 
MB =1333) ec ee ee hed ts oe ve 0696 





DE 








SARK m&<sureu. Kamakura period 
[Japanese historical era, approx. 1185-1333] 
ray eee ee eee 0696, 0383, 0071 























1572 
| 18 
: DISLIKE 
Wy WY 
%O(9) SOW) VP 








| Combine (3€) two pieces of metal (a blade and a handle) into a SICKLE. 


BEE was hatred, dislike, repugnance .....0546 
Oe 274 mood, temper, disposition ......0473 
ZEBREBED =520.%855 shun society 
Siitamabae eaadont agains abaee aad eeeake 0102, 0638 
ELA DRL xszLAseSu hate the Giants (base- 
ball team).......0.0000. ce 0483, 0015 
Bea FES wSexss unpleasant feeling 





Bee ieee Nes Secrane due Mol tee ee 0126, 0384 








4 38 | things at the same time. 





HUMBLE, modest 














Women (4), as this character would have it, DISLIKE combining (#€) things, i.e., doing two 


mtie% (AX humble, modest ......... 2003 
ORME WtAUZS modesty, humility........... 1662 
atin WAULSZ humble language/speech 

FOIMS eens 1662, 0222 








HUMBLE, modest 

















ORME GAZA humility, modesty 


Mae AZAD humble language/speech 
2059, 0222 


AK FAR arrogant, insolent 0049 
Hifi tALs< inferiority 

















TURTLE Of FF 525 turtle’s carapace, tortoiseshell 











OM xno crack, fissure... 0720 

cs HEE 54em (sea)turtle. 0106 
avin OBO FRE DONS turtle’s carapace, 

tortoiseshell 00.000... 1521, 0896 




















TRAIN, drill 



















OFZ naw practice, training... 
BARK LNA trial, test, probation ............ 1028 
DPE <ANA training, drill... 1927 

Ly MARR Uo<na skill, dexterity......000....... 1436 

fa(4) da(y)- ORFS t train, drill 




















f) Before being simplified, the next two entries contained 58, not 3, which explains why they 

are read bY, not h'7. To keep things simple, we will keep using the grapheme meaning all 
the way through, which in the present entry implies a thorough process of improving thread 
(3) or the cloth made from it. Associate this thorough process of improvement with the 
figurative senses TRAIN or drill. 








REFINE; train PRE NASAL alchemy........ 





BREE NATO wroughtiron....0.0.......... 0564 
2 #83R tun refining, smelting; tempering 
‘ , TS I ee 0976 
6 
Y WBE eons smelting 0709 


OS nA training, drilling 




















: (Continuing from the previous entry) Here, think of a similarly thoroughgoing process for 
REFINING metal (#) all the way through. Like the previous entry, this kanji can refer to train- 
ing people in a skill or discipline. 
















FORGE; train OTA zANATS temper, forge; train, 
2 10 GiSCIPlING sw soc nce: ercarg the nde ade de 2063 
u SRT. A235 metalworker, smith........... 0108 
; a OR 2% BAS forge, temper; train, drill...1641 
Wy Bio(R) S een 
#8 ev forging, metalwork ............... 0951 











‘ Metal (#) + step (BX 0521): suggests metal’s being FORGED in stages. Visualize the stages in 
the four horizontal strokes at the left of B¢. Like the previous two entries, this kanji can also 
mean train. 






































u 4 "ORE O97 25e% ore,mineral.................... 0403 

0 2MINE VRB Co25 ironore....... 0564 

ie 2M Hi 2325 mine, shaft, pit................. 1641 

» B ay 293% =3%X«5 mining (industry) ............ 0498 

‘ 2H KAZS coalmine......... ec . 1647 
#065) “Metal ($) + wide VAY’ suggests the extensive course of a mineral vein: ORE; MINE. 




















COPPER, bronze SAB, £525 copperore oo... 2065 
SPE LSUA copperwire .................. 0210 
SHALL] &5xXA coppermine................... 0037 
io HB 55 bronze statue/image.......... 1278 


ORI XT v5xes bronze medal 




















Pi 5 Back at fii 1838, we visualized [FJ as a cross-sectional view of an insulated TUBE. Here, see 
A> 167| it as a cross-section of an insulated electrical wire. refers to the metal used for the wire: 








COPPER. 
1533 
14 
LEAD Shae AALS lead poisoning................ 0133 
OGM ZAVD peNCll ooo. 1605 
SHSERI 2AUOUTY pencil sharpener 
ai 5 ae ae ean Rg ic tel 1605, 1292 
EV BBS BAA. ZING 20.5.0. iverson as 0545 
Ost wu. lead color; livid.............. 0528 

















5 4 Review fit 0669. Here, metal (¥) is inserted into a rolling hoop: a LEAD pencil into a pencil 
4& 167) sharpener. 








PIG IRON ORERE HATO pigiron 

















b PIGIRON is iron at a stage of smelting prior to (4G) becoming cast iron or steel. This kanji 
was removed from the Joyo Kanji List in 2010. 
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STEEL OMB 2579 steel cece 0564 





HHA I5itA (=C5iKA) steel plate.......... 0924 
SHE =5mA. steel pipe/tubing............. 1839 
ay WS] wuc5 steel manufacture............. 0709 
tda%ta ORF idattaurs steel blue... 0528 

















"| Metal (#) hard enough to bore through a hill ([ii]): STEEL. «= $k 0564 








TOUGH, strong J9J 5% Herculean strength; mountain 
carrier/guide 0084 


Sls xazsex diamond 0029, 0403 


Opil¥ =51tA fortitude and vigor, sturdiness; 
manliness 1610 


i EL <5£< moral courage, integrity 
jill 5 +==55 bravery, prowess 


10) A sword(\]) hacking through a hill (IJ): TOUGH/strong. 

















‘ROPE 'MHJEU edt) tightrope walking/walker 
0281 


2 
MAIN POINTS 1 EW te bridle, reins 


Off] £23% grand champion sumo wrestler 
0916 





2 BH} £525 outline, gist; general plan ....0547 











Thread (#) for climbing a hill (iJ): ROPE. Associate this with M2 MAIN POINTS via the idea of 
a central guiding line or principle. ss #4 2072 





7488 8x45 fishing net 


MUIRMLRK &E5U234L% network, reticulum 
0616, 0264, 1088 


communications network 
0159, 0063 


SERA TIL5G5 railway network, . .0564, 0158 
O4:48 sta wire netting, screen 


2672:| Identical to the previous entry, except that mountain (LL|) is replaced here by dead(L.). 

¥ 120) Here, visualize $9-10 as two dead mosquitoes caught in a NET. Practice distinguishing #4 and 
#9 based on their variable component, and associating that component with the meaning. 
ve i] 2071 
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OBIE LeStA straw-rope pattern 0101 


RECHT UsStALE Jomon period [Japa- 
nese historical era, approx. 14,000-400 BCE] 
0101, 0383, 0071 


OBR) sbi roping off; territory, turf ...2020 
KEBLU bev’ rope jumping 
i188 seb Okinawa (city and prefecture) 0645 


Behold a long ROPE ( L,) with two knots tied in it (HH and FA). Compare the right half of this 
character with 4, 2061. 

















KK vids brazier, hibachi 


HE-¥-Sk pUIa’6 bowl for confectioneries 
0602, 0094 





OFF ASK 528126 flowerpot 
$k#e% (tex headband 
5k Hiss rice tub; one’s turn 











Metal (#) basis (AS), i.e., a metal object that supports from below: BOWL. 





334 nx chain[as of reasoning], link, series 
0582 


SEH XACAH gold chain 
OPRGESS Avrads lock, close, shut 
BSH 33% blockade 
$H[—] z< national isolation, exclusion of 
foreigners 
Visualize $10 and S11 as links in a metal CHAIN fastened around $9 to secure a valuable shell 
or, if you prefer, money (J). ws #F 2076 

















BONDS, fetters KEOK @35H00%F% bonds of friendship 
0399, 0778 

PROKE CHIZNTWS Dkvstetoti¢n 
Tus tied by strong bonds 0423, 0516 




















h| Visualize S7-8 as parts of a rope (#) strung around the top of S11 to tie a man down: BONDS/ 
fetters. «= 3H 2075 








BER waita keyboard 


TAS le6U03I014A eighty-eight keys 
(of a keyboard) 0010, 0005 


BEX pxHte keyhole 
OSt&HNIZ meee lock(adoor, etc.) 1117 
RRO BE ULssisuom# the keyto victory 
0460, 0830 














Metal () + build (32): suggests a metal KEY for opening a building G24, 72 TL). 





O$Fe4TO <¥45> drive anail 
STeEKS <¥e0< pullanail 


Se <¥&ad remind (someone) of, 
give a warning 





SIftit <x nailing; pegging: being 
stationary, being glued to 














Metal () NAIL (J, review #] 1024 if necessary). 





LOCK DOWN 


~ 


= imprisonment 


XACIZiaA. two years’ imprisonment 
0312, 0003, 0117 

















OSA Ueskx lock 

TSE cess handcuffs 
1SEeENIS vssemus fastena lock 
Ose] vadxv pill, tablet 





2 HEARSE L5uUk5 sugar-coated pill... 1616, 0700 

















Metal ($) for fixing (72) things in place: LOCK. Also means PILL, which is easy to remember if 
you think of the round, tablet-like shape of some locks. 
























COME APART AT THE SEAMS 








OE US (e24US come apart atthe seams; unfold, 

bloom; break into a smile 
FORUVERRO TOS ectomvwrleZauc 
WS The sleeve’s seam is unraveling 1531, 1380, 0021 





vy 
1324 (US) 





fe 124° tear, rentseam 
Opkée tte bankruptcy, failure... 
BRAR tt-ACom failed state... 0596, 0075, 0219 

















Picture the thread (#) getting fixed (5) in place (i 
it starts unraveling: COME APART AT THE SEAMS. 


.€., getting caught on something), so that 













HS TAN electric bell 











JABS 5A wind chime........0000.00...., 0425 

OMe s> £vtyA (call) bell, doorbell........ 1765 

ibs yy | $9Ri $44 lily ofthe valley............... 1489 
+t SOA $¥H% Suzukilsurmame]....0.......... 0028 




















Metal ($) BELL (4, see 0229), wa $8 2083 





$HPE L543. bell tower, belfry 
O8S$H (4u.Us3 alarm bell, warning 
SFL Ledtcw3e9 stalactite cave 0160, 1842 








O58 OFF mao abell’stoll 











E] Here we observe a child (#2) standing on an adult’s shoulders and tolling a large metal (#) 


BELL. This kanji refers to large bells that toll, not to 
latter, use #¥ 2082). «= #¥ 2082 


PUPIL (of the eye) 


small bells that jingle or ring (for the 


OREFL £323 pupil 
fF © pupil 
Hz wean pupilary 





kya 
OLA 





| HELBEST Ucasecat strain one’s eyes 











Let child (Bf) suggest the smallest part of the eye ( 





Hi): PUPIL. 












} \ (EN OH) #cathoxke object of envy; idol 
ees 0 —(CC“‘*CGW FE Pastectaana cine gk 0169 
: Lom BANANAS wsHvvatcacons adore 
. ne ae acelebrity...0.... cc. 0400, 0269, 0015 


YEARN AFTER 





ONE aza%h yeaming, longing 





















YEARNING AFTER with the heart (‘t) of a child (HZ). A sample on-yomi compound appears in 
the next entry. 









YEARN AFTER 


TERROWY Lasttumae =o mxe) object 
Ofenw; idol... ee 0169 

















1 A scene (S 1280) that fills one’s heart (+) with longing: YEARN AFTER. 












7| Refers to someone or something that is MEAN or despised. Like 44. 0462, it resembles a stick 
figure with a box head (EH) and simple body. See the short diagonal stroke (S7) as the figure’s 












MEAN, despicable SZ o<o® mean;servile............... 


4% unoe mean, base, cowardly.....1743 
HFA Dy vulgarity, meanness.............. 0534 
tc OBL Vy ueuer mean, lowly; seedy 

Vee (LAY) Ve (LE) Ve (LS) HELD ueue despise, look down on 




























line of vision, pointing down from the head toward some MEAN, lowly thing it looks down 
on. a HH 0462 











MONUMENT 





BEC us epitaph, inscription............ 

Af xu stone monument, tombstone 0403 
#2t# (xu tombstone, gravestone.......... 1340 
Hag #U monumentinscribed withatanie 





[— 
E 














Though we should not carry over the idea of MEAN or despicable from the previous entry, we 
can visualize 4 inside this character physically looking down at the stone, for fi represents a 
tombstone or other stone MONUMENT placed on the ground. Note that both kanji incorpo- 

rating &. follow its on reading, &. 


PARALYSIS 





E 
LU (nS) 








OKIE £U- paralysis 


AN VEIRIR Us5tckv- infantile paralysis, 
poliomyelitis, polio 0034, 0772, 0852 


Ofin4 Lund gonumb 
ji. Lon numbness 











An illness (} ") that, as this character would have it, causes one to be looked down on (HA): 


PARALYSIS. 


DEMON, ghost 











OWLFR ALA (=&LA, BICHH) departed spirit, 

ghost; terrible god 0316 

RFBIC ASD zexcwrs passaieay JONG 
FRB sicixie hag, witch 

OFF SEO HL Uxemasic demon for work, fierce 

0371, 0080 

FAIS sicuw crack detective ....0722, 0080 








Q| An appropriately heinous image of a DEMON, this unlovely stick figure with its nose (2s) 


lopped off. «= JE 2095 


LUMP, mass 





a4 
D7ZEV 








Sh xAmv nugget, gold ingot 
LS ea (=26<n) dirtclod 
OFS AML mass, lump 


EISETEE Amu baby-boom genera- 
0649, 0604, 0071 


mod bone) clot of blood 0198 








1 “Demon (5)-soil (£)”: LUMPY soil. 





Yau 


AIZK (UY) 





4 





ORE 2 Lwda<% ugly, repulsive 
BER] Les.sA scandal 
3EML v's beauty or ugliness 
OBL. aiccur ugly 








‘| A demon (4a), liquored (fi): an UGLY spectacle. 








SOUL, spirit OBNBE e5zA. fighting spirit 
RABE Le5ZA_ salesmanship, commercial 
enthusiasm 





SAoeHH SACAKS< requiem 1719, 0503 
OKABE PLEELL’ soul of Japan; Japanese 
spirit 0033, 0236 

















OWT ate charm, appeal 


RETA aye<cae charming, fascinating 
0084, 0169 


WEEX a+< fascination, enchantment, charm 
11 





0958 











See #€ not yet as a CHARM the demon (4) has not yet utilized. See his limb reaching way 
over to the right (S8), clutching this powerful CHARM, waiting for just the right moment to 
cast it upon you... not yet... not yet... 





DEMON, devil 4RE <x devil, demon, Satan 
ABE we& hindrance, obstruction 
RIE £<> den of iniquity [thieves] 
OEE £135 magic, sorcery, witchcraft 
BRAT &Le> magic, sorcery, witchcraft 














| Review }BK 0852 through }Ef 0854, which contain important notes regarding *. Here and in 
two other entries that follow shortly, we return to]. In this entry, we observe a demon (3) 
on hemp. The drug's effect goes beyond that of liquor (in A 2092); indeed, it turns him from 
a mere DEMON into a devil. «= 42 2090 














2 FEAR Betis S used fear; bein awe (of) .....1634 
\== MTS vviturss revere, holdin awe...0805 
OBA S vvLe<tS cower, shrink from. . 0875 
—™ a? iy ORNS wens fear [cf 21633] 
bt (tH) HE(MNS) Bit eth fear (cf. 2 1633] 















aes | Behold the FEARful image of a man dressed in a flowing cloak (from AX) with a featureless 
HH 102| four-square head (H1), resembling a demon (¥&). s& 72k 1633, FP 0612 


2218 


stm || 9 














OEM UA printing 
3h] £52 additional printing, repaiting. 
223 





‘ SUR Mil KVKARASASO fourth . 
a ; : third printing 1191, 0006, 0923, 0004 
(SB) -FO) -FY ORIZ +3 print 

BEEK) x59) galley proofs ...0103, 0043 
‘| Here visuals slicing (|| ) a cloth (11), laying it on a door(F, used as a flat surface), and 
then PRINTING a design on it. 














RUB, chafe OF BF amU45 abrasion, scratch...0464, 1307 
O81) gux¢" abrasion, scratch 
MtHAiL <2F'n shoe sore 
lary KBr £t-Fh saddle sore 
$(S) F(HS) -F(H) #2045 thbw5 pass by each other, ems 














| Ignore the meaning inspect, and simply see & as a very jagged surface. Picture the hand (¥) 
RUBBING itself up against the serrated, snaggy points along the left side of 2%, and imagine 
the feeling of painful chafing and abrasion. 











2a RUB AGAINST Opti £2 friction; rubbing, chafing ......2098 

; HERES £652 wear away, wear out... 1644 

PEI tb wear, defacement............... 1149 

: yz FERRE #£TAS5 skyscraper.......... 0270, 1957 
4 











(Continuing from the previous entry) Now picture +: RUBBING AGAINST abrasive hemp (P*), 
and imagine the same harsh scratching sensation. «= #8 2100 




















POLISH EIR £2 wear, defacement.............. 1149 
OMFHES S WAFS grind, polish; study Le 
DIUSHUD Siccesas lorena cetensiies aie reenees een 
5 ——Of8< 4ax< polish, grind 
BA (Q) XLS asexa’s polishup.......... 0041 
Be HES (z4#% toothpaste; brushing one’s 
LOCH reco. r ter caaang eine eae og enon er 0674 














Now imagine POLISHING a stone (41) with a hemp (**) brush. This character is interchange- 
4 112) able with the previous entry in some compounds. && HE 2099 


27hb 


[16 


wal 
WV 
“ 




















1 2 5 
aU 
ef 


CONCAVE 






















OPH sB5mA concavesurface........, 
)3h #56 hollow, pit... 0187 
M]UyA B5L>x concave lens 


MIRREN a5itAu.A2> intaglio printing 
sane hee ttt Mics a See ee AOS aoe Dekh 0923, 0231, 2097 















2 
; hy 
a 


CONCAVE shape. 


CONVEX 











a 
M]% a5e2 unevenness, irregularities. ...2101 












OG] eomHA convexsurface........... 
U44§ Lom< convexangle................... 0342 
54 sc brow, forehead 


OnE Ey] TUE unevenness, roughness; 
imbalance o.oo. 0... cece cess 2101 
















4 CONVEX shape. 


1 
2 


DEDICATE, offer 








TED (A) 








ORM TS 1850346 dedicate (toa deity), offer 
ssduelaadealae pile aaa Guattenmicand ee sastamean saat iets 1156 
FERS  5AF offer(toashrine)....1157 
#2 (3323 publicservice; domestic service, 
apprenticeship...........0..0.....c ee 0089 
RTS wosek.tS be presided over, live 
under; accept reverentially.................. 1914 
OS zB dedicate, offer respectfully 





















w 


AX evokes an image of a row of small torii gates, as one often sees lined up covering path- 
ways in Shinto shrines (if you haven't seen such a pathway, do an image search for “Fushimi 
Inari Taisha” or “Fushimi Inari Shrine,’ where the most famous of these pathways is located). 
The association is relevant, for 4 is always written on these small torii gates, which people 
or companies DEDICATE to a shrine. See S6-8 as a man holding a new torii gate offering in 
his outstretched arms, and setting it in place: an ideal image for DEDICATE/offer. 


oe #8 2108, 2 2104 


_— 


PLAY MUSIC 





vie 
MIE (TS) 














COMBS S RAST perform, play........ 
{¢#= (£443 accompaniment.............. 0743 
BREE £45. S00 0346 


WRBAE gu.e5e< wind (instrument) music, 
brass MUSIC..0. 0... ee 1764, 0302 


CET SEBS UP /eHeTS play the piano 














$8-9 are all that differs from the previous entry. There, the vertical S8 suggested the dedicator’s 
upright body, whereas here, it splits into the two curving strokes 8 and 9. This makes the 
lower part of the character resemble the upper part in miniature, so that 2 can be seen 

as an adult-child duet on the koto: the large diagonal strokes are adult's hands, PLAYING 
MUSIC on a full-size koto; the short diagonal strokes represent child’s hands, PLAYING MUSIC 
on a child-size koto (the horizontal strokes show the strings). Let the point of divergence 
between 2 and 4 suggest the meaning of each character. «= A 2103 











TRANQUIL 











OFF zurAvy tranquility, perfect peace....0334 
BIRIZS teuEAt-B calm, composed; firm 
0760 


HEE HAL peace, security, tranquility. ..00%6 
#eE] Avx< Thailand 


H4€ (cofuy Japan and Thailand, Japanese-Thai 
0001 








= With > water at the bottom, this entry is a bit easier to distinguish from the previous two. 
It presents a scene of calming waters under a shelter: TRANQUIL. Do not confuse this entry 
or the previous one with the name-use kanji 2&, used in reference to the QIN DYNASTY of 
China and in the Japanese surname Hata. «= ¥48 1002 











Off #3 135209 salary, pay 
SEAS tAtE5 annual salary 
VRE WALES salary cut 








2986) An offer (28) made to a man (‘1 ): SALARY. 


ROD, stick 











OfkE 215 iron rod; horizontal bars 
PEAK (F5U45 rod-shaped 
FEV. (£56 standing bolt upright......0067 
HE CIRS 5TRCS hitwitharod/club...1387 
AHHE HuuzFd pal, mate, companion, au 








Offerings (5) from a tree (#): RODS and sticks! 


OFFER RESPECTFULLY 





RY 
xXx (FH) 








OBITS w217S hold up; offer; dedicate 
$817 axavvbO offering, sacrifice 0172 
WETS watts dedicate, offer ......0587 


| $EERSS sure holdup, bear 0384 








| Remember by association with 4 7103. ¥ reinforces the idea of OFFERING by suggesting 
the sense of “handing to.” «= ZS 2103 



















WITHSTAND, endure 










Y v4 


72 (24) 








ISAK tuvtuy waterproof... 
Rls tt4a> heat-resistant 


Ai (CAR perseverance, patience, 
endurance oo. ceeeceeee 1095 


MARE Avewe5e0y endurance; durability, life 
wh oh La bella cu healergtsianaldet ca a obese yee 0904, 0128 


nds hast 0026 
















: This is the first time we've encountered if, not to be confused with {it 0824. Picture Ii 
as branching roots. In this entry, we observe roots WITHSTANDING/enduring the strained 
attempts of an outstretched arm (*J’) to pull them out of the ground. 


SPIRIT, soul 
















Se (Z5h.» departed spirit, ghost 


TAR HUTA spirit,soul.. 2093 
OSB nuraa cemeterypark...... 0856 


Fd AMES sacred n mountain 












DEMAND, need 


Here let ** represent “the heavens.’ We can interpret the bottom portion as if it were WE lined 
up, suggesting the straight, undeviating path to the heavens that SPIRITS take. es # 2111 




















OFF #5 Uwew3 supply and demand.......... 


X55 &<w emergency demand, special 
procurement 2.2.0... ccccceceeseeeeeeee 


AhFs #uUw foreigndemand............... 0266 
BB weed demand... 0547 
DE i VOUEVA necessities 











[2 | In response to the roots’ demand (7s), water (¥ ): WET roots. «= Ja 2118 








Yan 


(HS) 2(5T) 





Roots (iff}) DEMAND rain (**), ce S 2110 









HN wns getwet; make love 
iF mot wet, moisten 
Wei F wnt wethands.......000...0...... 0046 
BIN eicmns wetwith dew....1907 
Wn once loveaffair.................. 








CONFUCIANISM 1B vexed Confucianism 
Off wat< Confucianism 

















Confucian philosophy is less concerned with questions of the soul and the afterlife than it 
is with the problems of humans in this world. This outlook is aptly expressed in the kanji 
for CONFUCIANISM, which refers to the demands (#8) of man (4 ). Note that the East Asian 
terms for Confucianism (V1-2) in fact make no reference to Confucius (fL-F-, see 1559). 


EDGE, extremity Offi x2<A extreme, extremity, pole....1712 
Stina Att: fireside 


Rit ttAt:A pointed end, tip; eee 
ray vanguard 





IL ik lb ge abit AeAtA front end, tip; vanguard 
ODI VOL end ofastring 














‘| This is the only kanji in this course in which \Z appears as a hen. To remember that it means 
EDGE/extremity, picture the man standing precariously at the EDGE of a mountain (iL), 
holding on for dear life to some exposed tree roots ({iil). 


ONE (in legal documents) t&F9 v68<aA ahundred million yen 
0622, 0013 











L 








é This kanji belongs to the special set used for writing numbers in bank notes and other legal 

documents, as a way to prevent people from adding strokes to easily altered characters (such 
as ~~). Here picture a military man ( (-E) who owns only ONE spoon (K, the one in his mess 
kit), which he therefore keeps well covered (77). & ~~ 0002 


BUDDHIST NUN Oye 44 125 nun, sister; (Buddhist) priestess is 
1 


PE eat Zennun 
(EFA Lesesic nun 
as Ofe + #H£TS nunnery, convent 

















Picture a BUDDHIST NUN trying to escape from a nunnery by digging a hole under the 
(locked) door (*) with a spoon (K). 








Ofé-E Tux mud, mire 
aes oes (=¢4%9) muddy water, gui 





oy nae SATUOS great difference [as 
between clouds and mud] 0897, 0937 


OYA &Smx bog: quagmire 
JERE &1z5 thief, crook 


| (Continuing from the previous entry) In the process of digging her way out of the nunnery, 
the nun (JE) strikes water(¥ ), creating MUD. The reading 7 is unique in this course. 


eS 














OFBPE 55aU. leakage, disclosure 

ie8 49TA short circuit, leakage 

Jett) 45L8> leak 
a OR ADEN TOS Haven TWS gasis 
B(2) b(N3) BEF) eins 


IMBCVST LSSNALEANA) EST 
wet one’s pants 0034, 0890 


1) Rainwater (FJ, ¥) coming through the rial LEAK, e& ig 2112 

















iB (245A flood; oversupply 














Water(¥) + broken body ((4): FLOOD. s& {FL 1632 





CATALOG O#8s¢ <u vocabulary, glossary 


Ree IT CuNs< (the breadth of) one’s 
vocabulary 0222, 0084 


#€% vv dictionary 
me %t 625 bulletin 

















; Visualize S1-5 as some kind of device being used to measure fruit trees (Ae), in an effort to 
compile systematic information about them, i.e., to CATALOG them. 








A CERTAIN 











bo 


SEH w3v> acertain day 
OR FE we acertain person 
3EPT iF5U« acertain place 
HE t€5Ue Ms. So-and-so 
REE steed DX... 0983, 0350 





: You should usually avoid remembering a kanji’s meaning with a memorized phrase. For this 


words, “A CERTAIN tree (7X) with sweet (H') nectar’ 





- SCHEME, plot 
+“ 


RI ds 
tda»(4) 











entry, however, the definition is itself a phrase (“A CERTAIN’), so you might simply learn the 


By using this cryptic phrase, a bee colony 


avoids identifying the tree, and so keeps the nectar to itself. «= 32 0599 


OEMS iz51)e< stratagem, scheme, plot ....0791 
KBE uAlZS scheme, plot, conspiracy .... 1311 
JERE %251E5 conspiracy, collusion......... 0356 
URRE LAS deeplylaidplan............... 1715 

ORES iawS scheme, plot, contrive 








= 


acquire the tree’s sweet nectar. In discussing (7) the 


(Continuing from the previous entry) Imagine a clandestine SCHEME/plot among the bees to 


ir SCHEME, they maintain strict secrecy 


Ll regarding the tree’s location by referring to it only as “a certain tree with sweet nectar.’ 
1 HR 0600 


7616) 


MEDIATE 











#£4> iZvvy mediation, intervention, 
intermediation 


A izeL> medium 
OBER izuveu» medium 
Abie ULs<izy catalyst 
Sek nuvge (spiritualistic) medium 





fF] (Continuing from 2121-22) Now picture the worker bees flying back and forth between the 





% OFFICER 











certain tree with sweet nectar and their queen (4%): MEDIATE. 





OAR Aw captain... 0033 
HR} 6030. firstlieutenant................. 0035 
APY Use. second lieutenant ............. 0677 











an outstretched arm (J), showing the OFFICERS in. 


1504 


| 11 


rf 








This kanji can be visualized as the entrance to an OFFICERs’ club. Through its doorway we 
can see one of the tables inside (here shown as an altar 7J\). At the right is a doorman with 

















CONSOLE, cheer up 











4 





a’ WN | B68 (6S) BRL) 





a 










ORES un comforting the spirits of the dead 
inet eindna tanning intad eit oe Big As (Bsa dae 2110 


AGES wvnuracy memorial service. ..2110, 0637 
“is 250. condolence, sympathy........ 1186 
Ot S sexes console, cheer up 
It axa amusement, pastime 













: When soldiers are killed in battle, the duty of notifying their families falls to an officer (it). 
Here we observe an officer trying his best to CONSOLE a broken heart (-C.). 





DAIRY PRODUCTS 














| URS 12935< dairy products................ 0160 












BR 5<m5 dairyfarming.................. 
BZA 5<o5m dairy farmer......... 0511, 0219 
ORSML TL S¢HUUA dairy products ...0709, 0301 


BME S<XA butyricacid...... oo... 














FERMENT 


| Recall that & can mean either /iquor or ferment. In this entry, we thus obtain “ferment + 
cabin (4) suggesting the production of yogurt and cheese in a barn: DAIRY PRODUCTS. 



















REX x5 ferment;enzyme................ 
OWEEE 258 yeast: ferment................... 0104 
BEELER x51exA yeastfungus........ 0104, 1729 
38M (4025 fermentation, zymosis ........ 








alcoholic parent to drink. 





SOY SAUCE; salted/fermented food 


4 Ferment (4) + filial piety(2): picture the child (<-) piously FERMENTING liquor for his 














— 














OSG Ldib SOY SAUCE o.oo ccc ccee 
ALAS AU pure soy sauce ......0036, 0433 


#4487 345045 sauce made from fermented 
FSH intdsaedetccree kana tetas toate 0492, 0433 











Your starting point here should be the word L&) (SOY SAUCE), which is easy to remember 
from its homophony with the English word derived from it, “soy.’ You can then recognize this 
kanji by the presence of 4 0614, which indicates the on reading 2a, and ferment (E4), 
which refers to the sauce’s fermentation from soybeans. «= 3¢ 0615 
















VINEGAR 














WERE acs aceticacid.................. 0800 
CRED so%m pickleddish........... 0172 
REAEE +4250 pickleddish......... 0758, 0532 


RY AE as ponzu(sauce made from soy 
sauce and citrus juice) 











( cal Liquor (i) that cuts like a saw (/F): VINEGAR. 
FA 164 


vi 
1373 


| 12 





SHOCHU (Japanese distilled liquor) 








ORT L25505 shochu (Japanese distilled 
liquor) 0769 








| Outstretched arm (*f), reaching for a bottle (i) of SHOCHU. 








POUR WINE 












Opty uted matchmaking................ 
FAY Twe< self-service in sake drinking ...0046 
AEM iZAULe< eveningdrink................ 1275 








\ J 


<(&) 








ORE <e drink, haveadrink 


WeMARDT syve<amhs drink 
together, help one another to sake. . .0797, 0102 




















half-empty bottle in S10, which he’s tipping just now, decanting a glass of red for his guest. 





Fay 
2(4) 2()) 2(Y)- 








i189!) 231) offshore fishing 
BF Duyve fishing line 

O81) $% yea change (for money) 
683!) &24 change (for money) 
$38 24% hanging bell 











| (Continuing from the previous entry) Here the elephant aims downward with a wire tied to a 
metal () fishhook, angling it (as shown in S11) toward the surface of a pond: ANGLE. 




















(RAISE) LIVESTOCK 






















OFZ ms< domesticanimals, livestock....0219 


PES B¢AA¥ES stock raising industry 
Hedls webdoes vase npaeeauaueieaieavnesrines 1, 0498 


BO 1E<b< esa oing ee 








LIVESTOCK. «= & 2134 





STORE UP 





F7 
7:<b (24) 








| aa FF 2133 





PROFOUND, occult 


Fi Review # 0489 RAISE, from which we'll borrow the i image of a sedi ane s head and 
broad shoulders (S1-2). Here it represents a breeder, raising a child (XA) of the ESN 








Here we observe the rearing breeder STORING UP grass (++) for his livestock (#4) to eat. 














| 












O# 6<e% accumulation, stockpiling....0832 
SFBSS 6s6<F% save (money), ae 
Lletadhice Mig DAS Sea Seran eh ub wet uicnaate lau tel tans 0442 
ii Uu%s< saving foremergency, storing. ..0715 

EE #A6¢ implication, significance, 
SUBBESLIVENESS |... ee 1771 
ORE BAS pAussee<has store up fuel 
spa digs ta toads Sats eee a etete read Lae teeny 0761, 0758 

















Bw Asses abstruse, occult, mysterious 
1746 


ZK was. unpolished rice............... 
KA <43e expert, masterhand........... 



















DAZZLING; dizzying 





10 AY 
ER(LV) FF) 





5 3 Now we'll leave behind “breeder,” and once again see “> as a rearing parent. Observe how 
he shelters his child (4) from the world, hiding her in deep darkness beneath his broad 
shoulders: PROFOUND/occult, «= % 2158 


















OmeL vy saxter dazzling, glaring 


FKL ASE £8LUMCz5 glaring svat 
WN clsteesinyt ertuctiale dose aiagh Soealineeeaia sees , 0137 


FV. stzur dazzling, glaring 


ERXNS WAb<anS be dazzled; be 
bewildered 2.0.0.0... cece ees 1153 











b) Now imagine the child emerging from profound/occult (3%) darkness and suddenly exposing 
her eyes (E)) to bright light: DAZZLING. 











. MUTTER 








8 ay 
DP (<) 








ORE 250¢ mutter, mumble; murmur 
I % 33% muttering, mumbling; murmuring 

















WHISPER 





SSP (C) 








7 Mouth (1) speaking in an occult (A) manner (i.e., unintelligibly): MUTTERING. Note that 
all four kanji incorporating & in the phonetic position, including the two that appear a few 
entries further ahead, follow its on reading, 7°. «= PK 2163 


OWE< sa< whisper, murmur 
ie x2% whispering, murmuring 















SPEAK, chat 









Fav 
Le (4) 








| Three ears (EF) gather closely around a WHISPERING mouth (1). This easily remembered 
image represents a class of high stroke-count but intuitive kanji that have become an appeal- 
ing choice for writers since the invention of keyboard kanji input. 


OME Lens speak, talk, chatter 
HARE CHES ICEACTLONS speak in 
Japanese 0001, 0031, 0222 
RIRFEMA KFNZELONS blabber, 
have a big mouth 
BEY dle talk, chat, chitchat 


























the mouth (1), symbolizing light, fluent conversation: SPEAK/chat. 


OLLIE uw simile, metaphor................. 


I eX simile... ee. 0839 
Rag uvAw metaphor... 1312 


5 [Ig vA allusion... 














| § is the old form of fi (package of sliced meat), not standardized with #7 0945, etc. when 
the present entry was added to the Joyo list. Read both forms interchangeably. Here we 

observe a mouth ({_]) LIKENING something metaphorically to sliced meat, perhaps by calling 
it “the best thing since sliced meat,’ if you will. 

















‘DEPRESSION, gloom 
2 CONGESTED, pent up 










ay 























+ Illustrates the same point about high stroke count kanji mentioned in 4¥& above. Simply asso- 
ciate this kanji’s oppressively crowded, dense, confined look with feelings of DEPRESSION 
and CONGESTION. Use the upper part of E& as a visual focus for producing these sensations. 


STRING (of a bow or musical instrument) 








[oY 
ers) 








VEELK 5250 Le gloomy, pessimistic 
OMFG 50u'25 depression 
‘$B 55> depression, melancholy.......0779 


VERILY 55£5L0 gloomy, depressing: dull, 
CIOUGY sistes tac, facade ate den asetees 1372 


21M 32tt> blood congestion 















OsGHE UF Aa stringmusic................... 
BAK BeSTA tuning... ce, 0306 


RA pAAs<A orchestra 
Nene Wetted teeta Ae Na tant tate Re 1839, 0302, 0649 


5% 43S (=) bowstring........... 0421 
















GUNWALE 





/ In the next two entries, I suggest you ignore & profound/occult, and use visual shortcuts 
instead. Here, visualize $5 as a STRING the child (%) attaches to the bow. 





























RUDDER, helm 





x 
aU 















HEB AZ< sideofaship .........0........ 
WLI WAS porthole... 0558 
HEFT ASA gangway oo... 0447 

OFF #% scr port(leftside of aship)......... 0401 

OF5fK SfA starboard (right side of a ship) 0402 













Oge=F z#eUe helmsman, coxswain............ 


WEE wx rudder... 0473 
FAWAWE 25735# rudder............... 0173, 0183 
OFELILS wvees takethehelm.......... 0059 
WEL mew guidance; leader............ 0059 














Visualize K, as a RUDDER protruding from the stern of a boat (#f), and -*> as the helmsman’s 
arm, reaching out to adjust the RUDDER’s direction. = #E 2297, #& 2143 











PHANTOM, illusion OS}%E tFAm< illusion, hallucination.........0325 
SVB FAS phantom, vision, illusion ....1278 








“IF WAS fantasy, illusion ............... 0683 
‘ RY SIR (Ab? disillusionment.............. 1149 
#IZ4L 4)%389 #1€4L455 pursue phantoms... 1181 














Lacking the “ear” stroke (see Ja) 0256), J is not an elephant, but only the illusion of one. It 
is only a PHANTOM elephant, a figment of the child (XA)'s imagination. «= %) 2147 














0159 
fe | 4 
1 QUIET AND SECLUDED; deep hidden KF %32< deep ravine, secluded valley... 1034 
MAL wS5e<% quiet, sequestered......2045 
KZA SA profound; occult......... 2135 
. ay Ok SE She» ghost, apparition............. 2110 
Wj 5, 5% departed soul, ghost............ 2090 











Two children (% A), each hiding deep in the quiet seclusion of a mountain (LL) chasm: 
QUIET AND SECLUDED; deep hidden. 






























2592 
| 9 
5 VERY YOUNG spy £5 young child, infant.............. 0772 
“4B £5 infancy, childhood............ 0117 
. #4) 4545 old people and children ......0629 
ay | Sh» seu very young, infantile 
BS (vy) OLDER sxeeva childhood friend 
 iadietagres eal tstate Sa he hese Bey A td ec 1926, 1174 















2 ne 
f Here think of the plow(7J) as a tool for cutting. With %, this suggests a child just now cutting 
its teeth: VERY YOUNG child. «= 4) 2160, J 2145 














0168 
| 5 
CHILD RES be childishness 0... 0126 
5 FE &eO% childish, unskillful......... 1833 
wa Jee | AEE bo infant, child 0. 0772 
F$ SHES &5%% childish, infantile, crude. ..2147 
OSh#E BR £524 kindergarten .......2147, 0856 











: In the next several entries try to visualize the small bird (#2) performing various actions (or in 
one case, having an action done to it). In this entry, we observe a small bird carrying rice (F) 
home to its CHILD. The reading + is easy to associate with CHILD. «= HE 2152 




















FIBER: hold together 


RAE +Av fiber, textile 


Ofeset S wets maintain, keep (up), 
PIOSCIVE 2. 22st Se tee iee Sen oui cote ys 0384 











REST vLA renovation, restoration 


BAYARERT mucuLA Meiji Restoration (1868) 
waging Mick def Vedas tuk ese ozones 0024, 0950, 0275 








‘INFER 
? PUSH FORWARD 


AA 
5(F) 





Small bird (fE) carrying thread (#) FIBERS for holding together its nest. 


'HEETS tutusS presume, infer......0045 
OHEW) su%< conjecture, supposition......0627 
‘HEL HS #BLidHS conjecture, surmise, guess 

0538 


2ARicHES pusssicet recommend 





(someone) for the post of president. . 0226, 0091 





Me Hand (+) PUSHING small bird (E) FORWARD. Noting V4, you might think of it as the 
same small bird as the one in #£ 0191 ADVANCE, now needing a friendly PUSH in order to 
start advancing. Also means INFER, in the sense of pushing a logical argument forward from 


evidence to a conclusion. 


PILE UP 





v4 
AF 7M (W)* 

















OE®E *Uee accumulation, pile 


HERS reuveeaa. sedimentary rock 
0832, 1649 


HEHE sve compost pile 
ORHEA (usd)k0e% moraine 
HEL 3¢°tav piled high 





Small bird (f) PILING UP earth (£). 


‘SPINE 
2 CHINQUAPIN 





YA 
ui 











OnE su27 vertebra 
1 HEHE £5720 lumbar vertebra 


THETA umAl£A intervertebral disk 
0448, 0924 


2 HEST™ Uvvelt shiitake (mushroom) 
2HEDS LUMs# sweetacom 











( Picture the small bird (E) as a woodpecker, pecking a hole in a CHINQUAPIN free (#) or, 
alternatively, in your SPINE. ss #£ 2148 

















OFF#E tx spine, backbone 


SHED ex e557 vertebrate 
Wh eth etd lees Rata Tar 2152, 0540, 0172 








SEA HEEH YD ork e530 invertebrate 
Ad haha ah tele Gtr. al 0048, 2152, 0540, 0172 

HERI zxovuseu vertebral destruction 
NS ot MERIT MG DNR 2152, 0596, 1666 








Picture $3-6 as sets of ribs, surrounding a SPINE (A). H signals the general category body 


part. «= FF 0124 





CHICK, doll 





Ot user fledgling (esp. chicken) ......0340 


ORE IE velcrxed dolls [usu. displayed in 
TONS] 2. 32.405 fess tedek ee ui a eee 0147 





AD Ys 
Oy OL 





BE) wee oa 
HEI utet: sample, model, miniature. ..0147 


HW DAELHEL Hvr-oseKUkZe Heis 
stilla greenhorn 








A small bird (#£) with a pair of tiny CHICKS, which resemble miniature elephants (7379). 











HeisHET TD mniteEnTtH Whois he? 
0597 


#ED #hnM whose 
HED #n* someone, somebody 
#ETh LhHT anyone, anybody 


HRs Mb Khenecoy anyane and 
everyone 0597, 0452 








Me Think of £ here asa talking parakeet whose cage is placed next to the entrance to a home, 


where he inquires the name of callers. His vocabulary is limited to a single word (#): WHO? 


MERELY, only 


24 4 





OE—® wWrw0M the only, the sole 


HE—4E— OD wuwroeNcM the one and only, 
- 0002, 0048, 0003 


MESS EAE HuU'Lex aestheticism 
0497, 0365, 0926 


MEY) EE wusioLwex materialism 
0172, 0365, 0926 











MERELY a small bird (#EY's mouth (LJ) {in size). «= "5 2157 

















‘CRY, chirp VZEN uv shriek, scream 

2 SOUND Oma gara_ cry, song, chirping 

@ng 8) sues rumbling 

| x4 2 SEE &43epu\ resonance 

w(<) WS) BSF) 21B USEC gyoUK< Sveriale ceo, sine 




















“Bird (3) + mouth (L1)’ refers to the chirping or CRYING of birds and animals. M2 SOUND 
is a derivative meaning. Practice distinguishing this entry from the previous one, remember- 
ing that the small bird’s mouth is the one that implies MERELY. «= ME 2156 





vay 


’ (sign of) THE BOAR OX4E wee Year ofthe Boar................ 0117 
2 
¥ 4 ; 
A - | 

















Visualize a BOAR, its snout pointing up in the air at the top of $4-5, from which its long whis- 
kers trail down and to the left. To refer to the actual creature, use 44 0217; the present entry 
is only used in reference to the Chinese horary or zodiac sign of THE BOAR. «© &% 2135 


T ENGRAVE, carve OMFS 252<4% sculpt, carve, engrave 
1279 


2 POINT IN TIME 
O¥Ie *xv cut fine; engrave, carve; [ofa clock] 
tick away 


ad @re¥l] Ux< time; hour 

RX (OD) XX 

E(B) A) 2 32%i) 62< tardiness, lateness 
PRA % LAZ<# serious, grave, keen 

















| indicates that the time has come to carve (i.e., ENGRAVE) the boar. Visualize |J carving 
between $4-5. This kanji also means POINT IN TIME, in the sense of precisely sliced segments 
of time—for example, the segment corresponding to the horary sign of the Boar: % D¥ll 
(V¥ <<, 10 o'clock in the evening). «= %) 2160 


EXPOSE CRIMES Ome % Aw eS impeach, denounce, 
accuse 1075 

















Recall from #) 0540 and JH) 1046 the image of JJ powerfully dragging something behind it. 
Here visualize it dragging the boar out from its hiding place in order to EXPOSE its CRIMES. 
oe ¥) 2159, 5) 2147 





= 





A 15 


0836 


| 10 


H NUCLEUS, core 








AZ 

















OrbA¥ 4w35e< core, nucleus; kernel ........ 0035 
PRE w<He< nuclear family ......0219, 0568 
HAR xvuxSe< cell nucleus... 0239, 1984 
ATR WALw< atomic nucleus.....0208, 0094 
RYE o<Av-e nuclearweapons. ..0907, 0295 





Picture the boar(%) eating all the way through to the core of the tree (4), ie., to its NUCLEUS. 


BODY: skeleton 











ORR #xurz> skeleton 
HERE Use» corpse, carcass 
44 #% vs corpse, (a person's) remains... 1179 
JES% rua skeleton, shell; remains .....0147 
UH %%4S (a person's) remains 








couGH 
5 
2 mee 
3 


Bones (f) of a boar(%Ys corpse: BODY/skeleton. 


3 the image of exposed bones. 














The long strokes 14 and 15 emphasize 


OBeTS #4&F% [vilcough 
Wik +#%&e cough suppressant ........ 0042 
ZERK move dry/hacking cough ........... 0398 





2463 Mouth (C1) + bristly boar (3%): raspy COUGH. o= HX 2137 



















CORRESPOND TO 














OBMTS #wvestH come under, be 
applicable to... ee 0 


42% L5nuv the said, the concerned ......0141 
BRE wUHA the said proposal............. 








A shortcut to perceiving the meaning CORRESPOND 
emes on left and right as roughly CORRESPONDING 


character’s handwritten form, in which S1 and $8 are both written diagonally). 


TO in this character is to see the graph- 
TO one another (at least in the head 























EXAMINE A PATIENT 
wae Ds. 
— P, 





4EB BLA housecall................., 
OBRTS LASTS examine (a patient) 0639 











sound out 


47S 4S KLATS examine by percussion; 
1025 


ORBEBS paveeas examine a patient 
t ieineisi ban santana ikotandrakets tactics 1939, 0167 














IN RARE, curious 
2 


i Itis time for & to go in for a doctor’s checkup. Visualize ~ as the roof of the doctor's clinic, 
and % as the doctor's examining successively lower parts of ia’s body, as by palpating it or 
tapping it with a reflex hammer: EXAMINE A PATIENT. © Bt 0555, 2) 1024, # 2166 


OBE bad delicacy... ccc. 
Bin BAVA rarearticle,curio............. 0301 
Owe bAwxs5% queer, odd, fantastic. ..1746 








» | Fv 


oy; HFH(LW) 








YA BAe novel, curious; rare, strange 
1 









OBLU wH FSU» rare, unusual; novel; precious 















TILE, brick 


Here interpret 2 as a hair-like pattern. This kanji thus refers to a gem (£) whose grain is 
highly unusual in showing a fine, hair-like pattern: RARE gemstone. o& #2 2165 









OnA EL (REL) nase brick 








v 
ry ole) 






















PUT TOGETHER 


“4 
did (eS) 





FLAK abSiZA tile block print.............. 0923 
EUR pho tilemakero 0252 
= ELA &&%#%S comma-pattemtile..... 0527 
WA sicahd gargoyletile................. 2090 














Visualize as a TILE at the corner of a roof. $1 marks the roof’s ridge, $2 one of its hips, $3 the 
eaves, and the bottom of $4 a rain gutter. In the center picture a TILE, marked with a special 
design (S5) because it occupies the end of the roof’s hip. To clarify this, do an image search 
for 92 EL (4512 4 5), preferably in Japanese. «= 4. 0686 










BEATS vvrk3F% use together/jointly 0047 
PERE Avvid> concurrence.................. 0148 


#F2L3 4 Aways line up together (in 
WHINE) Sach 2 eames Ma chokas disramones 0427 


OCLHTS #onxuts combine, unite, merge 
Wah cesta th ares Abreu Aatans ly fihctd soutien ton eeER eee atagea 0227 
Off+tS #hes join together, combine, merge 














1. 
Earlier you learned to see #¥ as a torii gate. When you see Ff, imagine that the two dot 
strokes at the top are two hands trying to push down the top crosspiece so as to merge it 
with the second crosspiece. 3 will thus mean put together. In this entry, visualize the man 
(4) using his two hands to try to PUT TOGETHER the crosspieces. 
































BOTTLE, jar BAO WASH bottling... 0515 


JOR vs<6uA widemouthed bottle 
Westin Tet Tasha Akasa canted tit 0238, 0019 





ev : 
BRIX £iZ50'A thermos bottle.....2095, 0139 
DAFLHK (sicwSutA baby bottle.......1600, 0160 


















i Many traditional roof tiles (EL) are semicircular in shape. Put together (3+) two of these and 
HL 98 | you get a round jar or BOTTLE. Note the pattern in the traditional form, shared by all the 


ith characters in this set based on 3¥-. 








FENCE, folding screen OBFIBL u'zast foldingscreen................. 


FEBRIBL #<S5U'%5.5 bedside screen... 0656, 0425 



























©) Here, see 3 as a bunch of slats put together into a FENCE or folding screen. F indicates 
the top part of the structure. Since "also means doorway, it further suggests the way a 
FENCE or folding screen can be swung open. 









FENCE, wall +3% &x<v. mud wall, plaster wall 0030 
OF utenu board fence, wooden wall...0924 
tA ER ELBE naacxuy brick wall....2167 

Fay 73 Foy7~v» concrete (block) wall 


REM ST AvweHess surround witha wall, 
fence in 














BE arth (+) fence (Ft): FENCE/wall. c= 421 1397, BE 1466, 38 1836 





SBE et rice cake 
Ot x ®t 4&5 roasted rice cake; jealousy 0769 
OFTBE #Auy rice cracker 


ERG ppseaAnw tile-shaped rice cracker 
2167, 1749 


PLB O< LWWt640< fallon one’s rear 1895 








/ The next two entries are shown with @ , the old form of & . They were not standardized with 
fiZ 0291, etc. when they were added to the Joyo list. As usual, treat both forms as one and 
the same. In this entry, £/£ indicates the general category food, while the top two strokes 

of F# depict the way RICE CAKES pop up over a hot fire. 








wal 


wal 











‘FEED ‘OER 3LM2% cowfeed 
2BAIT THE RSICHHE OS MALIICASERS feed the 
1788, 0340 
2 XEH wvez live bait 
y Oe C265 axcs45 lurewith bait 1783 
X 2X 2S VS OREMITELS DuiKnorsseoy 
%% replace the bait on one’s fishhook 
2132, 0556, 0064, 1167 


Fars (EF) may not be suitable for human food (f/), but they are perfectly acceptable as ani- 
mal FEED, or as BAIT. While we show here the officially listed forms # and #8, forms using 
ff are also accepted, so you needn’t worry about having to write the traditional form. 














SWALLOW, gulp OFF me swallow, gulp; accept; hold back 
—FAT venawt (drinking/downing) in 
0002 





SMELT CsSUAeOG acceptthe 

Kv conditions 0119, 0118 

(*) LAC sare choke back one’s tears 
1020 








BZ AveA annexation, merger 








| The next three kanji contain not X but K, whose top stroke is written from right to left. In 

this entry, visualize the mouth (1) trying to accomplish the very difficult task of SWALLOW- 
ING X, like a snake trying to gulp down an ostrich egg. Like 8K 0289, £ is read MD, but 
it refers to SWALLOWING and gulping rather than drinking. «= 7 0552 


FERTILITY KA &£e fertile soil, fertile land 
KE &<% fertile fields 
OMMRe uk<e fertile 




















Let the difference between K and XK serve as the visual clue to the meaning of this character. 
Focusing on the incline of $4, see X as a person tilting a container to pour liquid (7 ) nutri- 
ments into the land: FERTILE. 


BEWITCHING OxK GT £5U02 witchcraft, sorcery 
ifs £5.35 enchantress 

#2 £55A ominous cloud 
ay tKE k5av» ghost, apparition 


BH? (LV) OFLU GEA sj eLUBHE< bewitching charm 
: 2094, 0084 














ie Again take your cue from the sloping line of KR. See K here as a person whose “head” (S4) 








tums toward the woman (4), caught by the spell of her BEWITCHING beauty. «= 4 1845 











12 
D 7 5 = 
Wook 


CHARM, curse 





D4(4) 





ORT Lele? sorcery, magic.............. 0993 
eRe Uwleé< curse, hex 0... 0984 
OHL4 5 curse 











[J 30 
Ho 


0245 


| 8 





34 “ 
Lo 15 
wh 2ROMANCE 
ays Zy 


Older brother (5G)'s mouth (C1) uttering a curse/CHARM. 


‘CHARMING, voluptuous; glossy 


"HRB £52A% bewitching beauty.......2176 
188 L web charming; voluptuous 
TP Dt ac eae charming, fair 











DP REWADLW)* HTD)" 


OB (ZV) seize coquettish, sexy 
@seB ZAsKA love affair, romance.......... 0453 














Recall £4 0513 ABUNDANT. With £4, we have “abundant color” (expressing M1 CHARMING/ 


44, 139| voluptuous; glossy) or “abundant eros” (expressing M2 ROMANCE). 








AFFECTIONATE, compassionate 





ss 


Y 
WoC (Lt) 





24% av’ affection, love, benevolence. ..0778 


O#84E tu mercy, compassion............... 1856 
RAR LA charity oe 1213 
RAIN US beneficialrain................ 0154 


OM MFERLE BerTe7<LU Parents 
care tenderly for their children ....... 0276, 0094 














2053 
| 13 











IS 


See $1-3 as a hand facing downward (S3 shows the palm, S1-2 show two knuckles sticking up). 
Here then, we see a hand holding two young children (%%) to its heart (0): a vivid image of 
AFFECTION. Note that the three kanji based on % are all pronounced ¥. 


NOURISH 


O#$% U5 nourishment, nutrition ......... 0500 
YERES) UESSA nutrient............. 0500, 0088 


BRICBOC caices delicious, nutritious 
ley Whe ce Marae aetolitecte cova eee! 0273, 1481 




















BAIA Lata Shiga prefecture.....1172, 0844 








Now see liquid (¥ ) NOURISHING the two young children (4). 





AL 
NI 





MAGNETISM ORK LLe< magnet; compass 
#5 UX magnetism 

RH wie magneticfield 
BRE U&s< magnetic pole 


Mj RAs &5UX porcelain, pottery, ceramics 
1372, 0295 




















{ Here you can actually see MAGNETISM at work. % resembles the parlor trick in which a 
person moves something across the surface of a table by moving a magnet underneath it, 
except that now the magnets (S6-7) are not beneath the table (S8), but above it. The two 
young children beneath the table seem to defy gravity by holding fast to it. # stone, suggest- 
ing minerals are involved, gives away the real reason for their levitation. Review these three 
entries with x, and remember how the semantic components heart, water, and stone closely 
relate to the meaning in each case. 


EMBRACE, protect HESLT S £5:2F% support, back 0067 


OPES 4 £54 protect, defend, support 
1661 





PES S £3 possess; have (someone) as 
leader; embrace 











#2 Here we observe the hand(#) at the left placing itself like a lid (++) over the young (XA) bird 





| (6), easily suggesting the meaning EMBRACE/protect. «= #£ 1786 


ROT, decay RSS sauvss rot, decay; become 
0830 


corrupt 
HS4E 3Ls< corrosion; erosion 
= OBR £53 tofu 


O . 
{8(B) -<8(B) C8URS) KG) [BS <4 Milt decay 
Cs (6F) RT <xev [vt] rot, decay 

















| Meat (AJ) distributed to public support recipients by a government office (Hf 0247): ROTTEN. 
Do not confuse with #9 1048, which has a similar meaning and kun-yomi. 


CORE, wick tee CHROTWS LARTKAOTUS be rotten 
to the core 


xWS LACES trimawick 

Osn4e Di ZAVMOMLA pencil lead..2067, 1605 
URS Be LAMSS corer 1951, 0295 
ZiT — TW icLAe-FI duplex cable. .0003 




















| Heart (-¢») of a plant (+): CORE. As the sample vocabulary indicates, :t can refer to the 
CORE of things besides plants, such as the lead of a pencil, or the wick of a candle. Note that 
it can always be replaced by -L’ 0056. 








SOW, scatter OHE< #< sow/(seed), scatter 
HHL HERES F< SAICRAIECER< sowa 








field with oats 2.0.00... 0129, 1741, 0131 
aoe BEE #%a (gold/silver) lacquer(ing), makie 
4 & Peer ete tr ee nest a ot 0525 





(POHEC (£5 scatter; spend recklessly 














Plant (++) + time (Fe): a time to SOW. 
wa 140 








SCATTER O#%< #¢ scatter, sprinkle; cause to scatter, give 
someone the slip 

HR < AX*e*< scatter animal feed .....2173 

MACH RES HK iaetcoUEdseR< scatter 





thy aby manure over afield .............. 0129, 2023, 0758 
$(¢) OSHS T e654 scatter about, strew; 
SQUANGE, .. 2. cece eee 0808 











WOK SATU (=SoFu)) water sprinkling...0027 


ae: Hand (#) + scatter (iC 0808): let this suggest SCATTERING with the hands, as one does with 
# 64 | seeds or handbills. «= #X 0808, BL 2187, 18 2188 














0670 


4]15 


4 ob WITHDRAW 25 Toxx removal, dismantlement (ofa 
DUIIGING) eee ceeccseeseeseeseeseeeee. 0138 
: 4816] <a. withdrawal, retraction ....... 0050 
7 \ 7 483E Toixv» abolition, removal ........... 0149 
3 . 
O4@GB tok. withdrawal, evacuation, pullout 
(ofan army)...00...00... cece ecees 1091 


WARTS Conusds withdraw troops. ...0907 


You should learn this one in such a way that you can distinguish it from the entries before 
=F 64 | and after it. Unlike the one before, but like the one after, it contains B raise. When 
appears with ¥, think of a parent’s hand WITHDRAWING her child from something in which 
he has entered. AC strike suggests parental discipline. «= {FX 2188, 4X 2186 




















0673 
#15 


foe 2 GO THROUGH (with) BRIS wat IF! carry through, go 
2B through with, accomplish................... 1911 
DPA 4 OfUECRY cotuts thorough, exhaustive 
‘ SS i a RE LK oy mt MNO iE 0482, 0169 
zo —f2 vot obstinate, stubborn.....0002 
XL Te staying upallnight............. 0467 
ae ( 








3% Tots go through (with), be thorough 


Continuing from the previous entry) Here B appears with 4 go, which is our mnemonic 
clue for the meaning GO THROUGH (with). Unlike in the previous entry, this time the parent 
does not WITHDRAW the child, but instead lets him GO THROUGH with something. Practice 
distinguishing the last three entries by their variable elements. «= 4X 2187, $k 2186 



































SLIGHT, minute 








E 
at (a)* 








$AE utetu.si microorganism. ..0036, 0172 
ORRGRSE AU'SLS microscope.......1921, 1547 

PE VUES smile. 0579 
Ose 1746 


AI SLAS ws+cHAS be seen dimly/ 
TARY tt oho noe teese osseous ie 0083 


















x 4 = 
9 Fay 
0 


| As with the previous set of three kanji, the set of three that starts here will require us to focus 
our attention on the variable component. Ignore 7, LL, and AZ, which are held constant. 
Surrounded by these three, we find in this entry a form similar to JL table/tablecloth, but 

in fact more closely resembling 7 pi. We can therefore get a little irrational and use 7 as. a 
mnemonic clue for SLIGHT/minute, since despite its infinite decimal places, 7c is, after all, a 
SLIGHT number. It is easy to associate the reading E with “pi” (zz). «= #X 2190 


‘LEVY, impose 
2 SIGN, symptom 
















‘EIS ZS bs5L039F% collect taxes/payment 
Pe eR eI Att: RATED oe EN HOR Lee 1155 
ORE 61500 conscription, enlistment, draft 
wgactsan tic An astelies Maa whine Pastas tation ahead 0907 
? Bl 62525 symptom, sign;omen....... 1675 
2A Lz5649 SYMBO oc ececcee. 1277 
eee &<4x5 distinctive feature, characteristic 





















7 
LL Fay 


: (Continuing from the previous entry) This time, associate gem (¥) with valuables collected by 
a fiscal LEVY or impost. Unrelatedly, you can associate £’s other meaning of spherical object 
with M2 SIGN, as in a SIGN that one might look for in a crystal ball. «= $e¢ 2189, 42 2191 


CHASTISE 





24) C(6F) C(6LH4) 














RHE 625a< chastisement, punishment... .0546 
ORS] 4451¢> discipline, punishment......0742 
WAX bs5K% penalservitude.............. 0518 
ORNS 2B learnalesson; have had enough of 


$5 F(FHRSLOSY) 2Ht CSLH4) chastise, 
punish 








Levying (#80) a stiff penalty upon a heart (-L): CHASTISE. As a visual shortcut, you might see 
the heavy burden of four graphemes upon heart as a kind of CHASTISING punishment upon 
it. They do seem to be coming down on poor -L) like a ton of bricks. «= #8¢ 2190 


ALMOST; quite, really 








V4 FR 
IZxA,(&) 








TEFRROIE OR tavoigcara<ic most/ 
almost all countries in the world 0604, 0612, 0075 


FRC (BLAU LS almost every week 
0105, 0305 


FRE KAY BACT hardly ever comes 
0274 








| Picture the platform (£3) as an operating table or sickbed, with death (77 ) waiting nearby: 
ALMOST dead. The word 74% (t\£E AX) is used like “mostly” or “hardly,” in the sense of 
“ALMOST all...” or “ALMOST no...’ 

















EMPRESS 


OBJR 252'5 empress, queen 


SJGREP 233<up Her Majesty the 
Empress 0077, 1431, 0040 











HAJ 2525. empress dowager, queen 
mother 0077, 0294 





Let L] represent the emperor, in the sense of the “mouthpiece” or public face of the imperial 
family. See S1-3 as the EMPRESS, faithfully standing behind him. 





a9 7 
dm 








PREBLE S wHeees wash off dirt 
O¥G726'F smHSI covered in dirt, filthy 


HOUR wanes earwax 








Now observe how the empress (Ji) has gotten some soil (£) on the back of her heretofore- 
immaculate gown, an image that emphasizes this kanji’s meaning, DIRT. 


(married) PRINCESS 











Jaf =5U empress, queen 


Ogee F ucAm Herlmperial Highness 
0881, 0040 














t 
Visualize © as a lady-in-waiting kneeling before a married PRINCESS. c= #2 2196 





DAUGHTER OF NOBLE BIRTH 











42 wsbea princess, highborn young lady 





Deeb eee ee bens bye ob bbb bebe tbe cteeee es 1407 
Of wsbs& daughter ofanobleman .....0501 
HET usar princess... 1242 
VY PUP Y>FLSU Cinderella 
HFRS UHz#D smallpine......... 0094, 0242 








E@ is a retainer assigned to keep ardent young men away from this DAUGHTER OF NOBLE 


BIRTH. «= 4c 2195, 4 1125 























AS (if), like OxNZElS icxvI2 truly, realistically 0499 





; AMEO cava contrary to one’s wishes, 
Nard up oo... 0049, 0151 

es Ozedtil cous suddenly, unexpectedly ......1564 

Ze(L)* ARAM wows lack, shortage... 0277 


OIL ..OZeL be like, be as if, seem 











| Woman (4) + mouth (IJ). This kanji reflects the archaic expectation that a woman is pliantly | 
to “do AS she is told.’ 





| 6 
2 BOIL ORCS wes [vil boil 
= BICON weREZ boiled egg ............... 1141 





; ElgC met hard-boiled................ 0260 
Sy HiT #&eT boiled inacauldron.......1898 
wb (TS) HiCit TCS broth. 0756 














a 


# (Continuing from the previous entry) Making plants (++) more “pliant” so that they will do as 
(411) they are told: BOIL. Do not confuse with the name-use kanji #11 EGGPLANT. 














i a SON-IN-LAW TRS wattes son-in-law... | 
r HAUS S GIFS marry into the family of 
one’s bride... cece 0039 
; 9 r A OFM tae bridegroom... 0121 
be HEF O2LSL son-in-law adopted as heir... 
oa 0500, 0094 














A woman (4) carrying broken (JE, i.e., butchered) meat (4). Think of her as a bride carrying 
her dowry to the bridegroom, i.e., her parents’ new SON-IN-LAW. 








' DAUGHTER O— A #8 wevere only daughter....0002, 0015 
GIRL 240 o¢H7C4 girlish innocence 
2 WHR cose young girl, lass 


12 FE NUE tacuwersed innocent/sheltered girl 
of a good family 1909, 0039 





2 FESCUE (kesuETH flower girl....0121, 0353 








oe As this kanji would have it, a woman (4) is good ( 2) when she is still a GIRL, before the 
trials of life have made her bitter. 


























"WED A MAN 
? BRIDE 





vA 
km bO(<) 











——t 





‘FRE xu second marriage................ 
Og ex 4é Lowxe familyawoman has married 


WO’ cs, bike it wa eserecetae chines etoal 0134 
“RX ke wedding, marriage......... 0039 
QFE (eebm bride. ccc. 121 

EARS S tAwFS impute, lay the blame on 

another 2... ceceecee cerns 0224 





WORK, work for a living 





a 
pt (¢) 








Of§ (8) »e3 working, work; operation (ofa 
machine)...0....0000 0c 0541 
RX »¥x5 trade, business; work; occupation 
Sapaathiaks atte ae get dekimione Pema anes asec ion 8 0498 
ORFFIE EEC UrsAtmee gain time. .0383, 0448 

KX F »exe breadwinner; good/hard 
O03 0046 
WARS Thee working away from home. 0038 

















Bringing rice (#) home (A): WORK (for a living). 


MOUND, hillock 


REE opexF< pileupamound.....1635 


OBR avse shell mound; kitchen midden 
Nit dda ehcten sa cmaarsss nat led odate ves id 0082 





DM -3D 








— HK wsudm milepost, milestone 


ri seeaaetactomnn poeta MaMa Mae aed ete tone 0002, 0531 
KR eB-2y Otsuka (= Ohtsuka) [surname] 
033 














A pig (Ax) covering (*-7) himself in a MOUND of soil (£). 


"GREAT MAN 
? MAGNIFICENT 


TSERE 5it2 hero, great man 

1ogS! 42525 veteran, champion 

@geH#et: x5aye gorgeous, splendid, magnificent 
101 





07] 





2Bit&e 35%5% grand, magnificent, splendid 

1589 

$A 25ic% Australia and Japan, Australian- 
Japanese 0001 














S1-5 are the roof and second-story window from tr 0185 TALL. Picture a pig (AX) that truly 
stands tall: GREAT MAN; MAGNIFICENT. Also used as the kanji abbreviation for Australia (a 
selected list of kanji abbreviations for countries and regions appears in Appendix 5). 


















































"IGNORANCE, darkness 


OPE 45 enlightenment, instruction...1738 
? PHONETIC [ma] 


@s8th #92 Mongolia... 0254 
? tint 6322 Mongolian (language) 
0 





t9 254, 0222 


Site a sane Rem ueahiutab es nceleagr da naeees 0254, 1854 

















2205. See this as a pig(Ax) lying in the dark, covered (7 
WH 140 









$F 
s_. 


) by the grass (+) of the Mongolian 
steppe: IGNORANCE/darkness. Also used as the kanji abbreviation for Mongolia. Note the 
extra stroke between A and “. 





CLEAR LAND FOR FARMING OBRSR puca clearing, reclamation ........ 0450 
SBE CATA newricefield............. 0020 
KEM AZAOM uncultivated, wild......... 0271 
ay 




















206 | At last we meet %, the badger. See $2-3 as his beady eyes and S1 as a stripe along the top 


of his head. The act of CLEARING LAND FOR FARMING is intuitively illustrated here with an 
image of clearing new land (=k) at the limit/boundary (2) where the farmer's land ends and 
the badger’s land begins. 


‘FAMILIAR, intimate 
7 EARNEST 


TERBIS ZS xAwATS beg earnestly, entreat 
0214 


aR S x 

entreat 
OBA tpATSe cordial; courteous; intimate 
24881 xALA friendship, intimacy 0276 
@n2% AA familiar talk/chat 1977 





ay 
RAZA) 








1 





7 | (Continuing from the previous entry) This time, rather than crossing the boundary to the 





badger’s land, we cross the boundary to his heart (-L:), i.e., we become FAMILIAR/intimate 
with him. Also means EARNEST, from the idea of pursuing something without inhibition or 
pretense. 


APPEARANCE, form 


OSS \Atz3 transformation, transfiguration 
077 


#5 £51F5 looks, personal appearance. .. 1037 
325i vlF5 good looks, pretty features ....0497 
BFR AES full view, whole aspect 0078 




















61 Atthe right, white (EX) on top of legs (JL) suggests a white head. We can thus interpret this 


kanji as a description of a badger (3)’s APPEARANCE. 




























"DRIVE OUT OMB S <4<4 drive away, drive out. ..1388 
» 5 <€ y *ONEBY ONE "PUBS 564% expel, banish......... 0574 
: d @R— <u onebyone, indetail 002 
#7 2 FAK 6<U one by one, successively........ 0278 

2 ate &<x>< word-for-word translation 
ines Serine iabW atom NPautlna dditionoutenees 0222, 1505 














| Now we return to the more familiar pig (As). Devise for yourself a memorable plot climaxing 
in a town’s banishing all its pigs. Then picture here a pig being DRIVEN OUT out of town. It is 
important to picture the pigs being driven out ONE BY ONE, with special attention given to 

every individual. «= 2% 2210 








ACCOMPLISH, carry out 





WATTS Fwr5FS accomplish.......... 


FRITS PATS execute succes, 
green completion 0633 


COBRA vscasuy attempted suicide 
Tet eee RT ee renee 0081, 0522, 0271 


ORFS et¥s accomplish, carry out 
RIS uuc atlast, at length 
22ND) This character tells a completely different story, for here we have not simply a pig (Ax), but a 


crack pig commando (see %& 0586), whom we picture advancing (3_) forward to carry out/ 
ACCOMPLISH his special mission. es 2% 2209 








AA EMSS) 
DUV({Z)* 














2705 


| 12 





DROP DOWN ORR su5< fall, crash... 0793 


BEY Be uS<uz plane crash 
coeai aati dia aaten aisialneusacaaeete 0793, 0080, 0257 


FRIET A suLFS fall to one’s death.....0716 
HERES 4 (fsouFS shootdown......... 1026 





yA 











11| Here we observe a party (I) of pig commandos DROPPING DOWN from the hills toward the 
earth (=). Compared to the next entry, we should see the commandos plunging rapidly, for 
EX is mostly used in reference to plane crashes and other fatal falls. See them DROP DOWN 
like rocks with their heavy backpacks. «= M&K 0586, 8 2212 








2506 
Fe) 15 
DEGENERATE, descend OPBI% #5< degeneration, corruption, 
decadence... 0793 
PARE #xuy abortion... 1986 














2 | Here again we see something falling toward the earth (-£.). However, compared to the last 

entry's “DROP DOWN,’ this entry's “DEGENERATE” suggests a more gradual sinking. For this 
reason, it helps here to see the outstretched hand (7-) providing resistance, and slowing the 
fall to a gradual descent. es P 2211, BA 2213, Pf 2217 














al 
oy 
a) 


FOLLOW 





OSA 3.4*v. incidentto, concomitant ......0064 


ME4T $4 yw25dH attend on, accompany, 
follow 0055 











KAS guw> essay; stray notes 
MAIC Fue voluntarily, at will 0151 
BES} ¥ursiA extremely, considerably.....0088 








ATTACH, be attached to, hand over 











} The image of #4 upon (3_) is a simplification of %. We'll interpret the simplified form, 
which suggests having something on the bed of one’s truck, as a loaded vehicle. In this entry, 
the vehicle drives up into the hills (B), while the load FOLLOWS behind. s& EH 2212, #8 2215 


OBR} BH .3-*u» incident to, concomitant......2213 


Kho 3<$% beattached to, belong to 
1872 


BEI] %< additional rules, bylaw 


#3 S 36e<F% adhere/cling to, 
agglutinate; cohere 


AiHtd 4 «3+ contribute, donate......1330 








MARROW 











| This kanji was formerly used for the intransitive verb  <, while {¥ was used for the transi- 


tive (FZ. They have since come to be used indistinctly, and the present entry has largely 
fallen out of use. On the infrequent occasions when you encounter Mf, interpret it the same 
way you would 4: ATTACH/be attached to/hand over. «= {t 0064 


OB RA zou bone marrow 


RE #agu spinal cord 
HY UA% spinal fluid 
Ea LAF essence, quintessence, soul. ..0838 
HABE eg" essence, soul, spirit, pith....0976 











IDLE, remiss 








B4 


\'v ' Ny | Bo%(%) 22) 








Continuing from bi 2213) Picture the /oaded vehicle (at the right) as a surgeon's loaded 
needle, advancing forward toward the center of a bone (#}): MARROW. e& [x8 2213 


FATE (PER) AX fatigue, languor, 
weariness 


OBS wcrrs be remiss, neglect 
OBS wets be lazy; neglect 
BUF eet0 idle/lazyfellow.......... vr | 














1 Platform (£2) + mind/heart (CY): here imagine that we are temporarily relieving the mind 
from its duties by hiding it under a platform and taking it out of service: IDLE. 





182 #£% indolence, inactivity, laziness. ...0126 
TBH #4A indolence, idle slumber, inactivity 








Bi Av laziness, idleness 
HSPE zu. inertia: force of habit 0128 
EH es inertia: force of habit 0084 

















Fz looks a little like a person holding her arm against something and leaning to one side. In 
the head character, visualize | leaning over in this way upon }. Again letting heart represent 
a person’s spirit, see the idea of LAZINESS in this image of a heart leaning over on something. 


es BH 2212 








‘ASSIST OME S texts assist, help... 1598 
2FIELD OFFICER “AEFI Ale<td supporters of the shogun 
Meola Bate etd death tata se hath tiara 1339, 1367 
: 24 sma field officer... cc. 0290 
2KfE #08 (army) colonel, (navy) captain 0033 
fe AR xx% Sasakilsurnamel].............. 0028 














PLAY WITH 





WY 
LETHE (35) * 








8 “Left (7)-hand man (4 )”: ASSISTANT. M2 FIELD OFFICER is an extended meaning. 





OFA A< (-B62) toy 
SwRS S wxA&TS delightin, enjoy 
BHT S Hurts adore, cherish 


ZEW suas cherished object 
0778, 0172 
OFi3) &7H*5° play with [as with one’s pen, 
food, etc.] 











Visualize long $7 as an extended arm, rolling or tossing a spherical object (F) that is thrown 
underhand, such as a bowling ball or softball: PLAY WITH. «= ER 1099 





PLAY WITH 





uy 
ETHE (35) 








ORFS S w#ABSF~% toy with, make sport of 


tcecuchuass aside annatsusanalei ma cataiee ae 2219 
IES S <45tH mock, ridicule ......... 1878 
HAF¢ ST A iASStS make funof.......... 1512 


#5 S 45$8 playwith, playa trick on 


OF%.3\ £75 play with [as with a person's 
feelings] 








2129 
tf | 7 





1 Normally = in this position would be king, but following the previous entry, picture it again 
as a spherical object, this time being held in two hands (1): PLAY WITH. «= #F 2222 

















RIDICULE 





Fay 
HIF (A) 











BIS be25t6 mock oneself......... 0081 
WAST ZS bs5L43FS mock, deride......0579 
OWRZ #<u ridicule, mock: disdain 














RUSH, run 

















This kanji was not standardized with #J when it joined the Joyo list. To learn its meaning, 
start by memorizing the meaning of V4 JZ (2 X1F 4, ridicule, mock; disdain). Then, 
when you see [_] (suggesting something spoken) with 4H, use the latter’s kun reading (2 &) 
as a mnemonic for & X \} 4 and, by extension, RIDICULE. 


OFRFET HA 245TH bustle about, exert 


oneself for, devote oneselfto ............... 0140 
FEE (ZA'> torrent, rapids ............... 1059 
JERE tzatx gallopinghorse................. 0336 
JEFES A %£51EAFS rush around; make 

frantic efforts 000000000. 0736 
YEFED WAIEAS lewd, lascivious ......... 1844 








in order to save himself. «= 7- 2220 


1904 





EVIL PRACTICE 


Visualize a big man (X) chasing a small man (+-), who RUSHES to get under a barrier (FT) 


WEEE Avvtu. misgovernment, maladministra- 
0246 








Ba3* Av improper expression 
#EeE AvsLe [humble] our firm 











44 Take the construction at the top to mean dry: see AC striking a wet cloth (113) so that drops of 
water ($2-3 and $7-8) fly from it (note how the central line is made in two strokes, $1 and S6). 
When it appears above two hands (TT), think of compulsively drying the hands, a practice 
that leads to cracked skin: EVIL PRACTICE. ss # 2224, #& 2225 














2 q > 1 CURRENCY 1 Weil] Avetuy currency/monetary system 0708 

a) ’ | 2$HINTO PAPER OFFERING T359% 25.» coinage, mintage............. 0699 

4S apavy money, currency, coinage.....1164 

Bq A4 Ogee LAv» paper currency, bank note, Ol 
Ome AW hanging paper strips in a Shinto 

shrine, sacred staff with cut paper.......... 0862 








) | ce BE 2993 





2907 


rate 








Dried (51-12) cloth (T[3) for using in paper CURRENCY and SHINTO PAPER OFFERINGS (see V5). 








ORBMET S WANTS conceal, coverup...1312 
HALT S Leauds shelter, shield... 1740 
VERE Leavis shelter... 1740, 0172 






















| fC is the traditional form of what appears at the top of the previous two entries (the present 
entry was not standardized to match those when it was added to the Joyo list). Like them, 

it is pronounced ~\ 4. To remember the meaning COVER, let dry (AX) grass (++) suggest a 
thatched roof. «= 3 2223 













COMRADE OHA 1455 comrade, friend, associate ...0399 






Si HAR (351zu. comrade, friend, associate. .. 1855 
| RRL ARIS EBeV LAI with friends/a 
friend... oo. cecccceeees 0002, 1450 












wy 
et 
















| Two identical companions: COMRADES. 











vat SHELF OFM At& bookshelf... 0031 
eH Usoxt% cupboard, sideboard 
1 7 @ g sgt oche lacy ts ease aati alta osertatend dat ake 0288, 0295 
ae #41] 242% household Shinto altar.......0316 
ae HOW saree lugeagerack .........0........ 2072 
PALL *&44SU inventory.................. 0861 











: This time are comrades holding up a wooden (#) SHELF: picture them as two vertical 
AK 75 | boards separated by a few feet, with slots at S7-8 and S11-12 for inserting wooden boards. 
Now would be a good time to review the annotation for Hk 1471. 











0895 

12 
eee FENCE, palisade OSH Tok< iron fence... cece 0564 
’ KEMPE MST tcpica<eHst enclosea 
’ garden withafence................... 0878, 1553 

3 

MAW bSAZNDOF XeuKsvenmay 
4? Do Not Cross Fence [sign] ....... 0215, 0067, 0039 











Easily visualized as a wooden (#) FENCE, so ignore the meaning book introduced earlier for 


Hit (0824). 





NA 
wr 
Ko) 

















‘DIGIT OA steit% two digits, double-digit......0003 

2 BEAM, girder ‘VURT DABS LAWLOIALS four-digit 
0006, 0299, 0300 

TARBWO kbs way off, incommensu- 





Wee 


24EHT (tlie bridge girder 
2TLADOHT iatamtd7: sailboat’s spar/yard 
: Ie 1631, 0669 
| Recall from 47 0055 that the spaces between the parallel lines at the top represent roads or 
lines of text—that is, things that follow long, straight courses. Joined with #, this originally 
referred to BEAMS and girders. It later came to refer to the reeds of an abacus, from which 
derives its most common meaning today, DIGIT. = #7 0993 














STOPPER, spigot IMIR azA cork 


ORR t+Amx bottle opener, corkscrew, ..1951 
HLOKE VAMLA bottle stopper 
AKO THEesmxA water spigot 





0027,0158 
TPKE Lesa fireplug, fire hydrant 
1289, 0026 


0 | Visualize -E. as an upward-pointing spigot or hydrant, on top of which is placed “, a wooden 
(7) STOPPER. 




















g INQUIRY RRB HAR discussion.............0.000.0... 0927 
y ORR HAR inquity. oo. 1735 

BERS waAa<se busybody......1735, 0095 
a “LY PTBE Lata afterall... 0249 














| When this kanji was added to the Joyo list, its right-hand portion was not standardized to 
match 42 0078 WHOLE. To remember its meaning, let “words (#) + whole” suggest the 
= thorough questioning and discussions conducted during an INQUIRY. 











A 
1383 
| 13 
: p PLUG UP, obstruct FERRE e<HA embolism........000.0.00...... 2230 
3. 
i . y ORVZE Ave< stoppage, blockage: blockade 
ete iatte hiked eee ante seta att 5 tina tchenar aan ot aks 0449 
% 
8 : on ae — SKE Ussavy fortress, stronghold.......... 1298 
f x2) des (¥eB) REEC See58¢ filla hole with earth. .0397 
1 ORAS dHS be closed; be filled/occupied 














) | Review 2 0361. Here, visualize using earth (-{) to PLUG UP the space between the two 
people's legs. Note the differences—not limited to ~—between this character and 2& 
0485. The most important compound for this character appears in the next entry. «= FE 0361 





2033 


1 














OFZE =5z< blockage; tightness; infarction 
2232 


FREZE 525%< cerebral infarction, stroke 
1973, 2232 


GREE LARAZS%< myocardial infarction, 
heart attack 0056, 0392, 2232 

















}:| Recall the postal delivery horse from 5 0889. In this entry, imagine using a wooden (#) post 
to corral (i.e., BLOCK) the horse. 











PERSIMMON ZAR Ue<L ripe persimmons 
4 Otfifi Lsta& astringent persimmons ......1234 
4 7, i114 L4ili 23U8% dried persimmons. ....0206 
4&4ii_ £36°% persimmons mellowed ina sake 
= Darel see socieg ead atten silos Rocka tetgatn tone 2012 











A tree (*) whose fruit are taken to market (TH): PERSIMMON. 








2 ‘ WISTERIA AER %£5 Sato (=Satoh) [surname] ........ 















1 9 FPHE ue5 Ito (=Itoh)[surnamel............ 1406 
Wa 

F OfE#R sue@ wisteriatrellis.......... 2227 

bey FAVRE ose lupine 1053 

St KE sus light purple, lilac.............. 0528 


3 


35 | Recall the shelfimage we used for FI at AX 1471 and #j 2227. informed by this, picture 5 
here as a trellis for WISTERIA, which trails in clusters down the right side of the character. 
cx JP 0460, Hie 2236 


{ieee ae eee ees, 
, RISE, jump up Off £54 rise (in prices) 1177 

























Tea 255 steep rise (in prices), jump....0185 
FEHE (ZA£5 price jump, boom............. 2222 
be Helle (¥3£3 sudden(price)rise ............ 1346 
HHS S 0£5F% boil, seethe, bubble 1187 




















| {In the next two entries, we'll need to be more precise about how we interpret the right-hand 
portion: Recall that $5-10 represent tally sticks (see #® 0456). Now imagine striking the horse 
(5) with the tally sticks so that he will jump up and over H, a shelflike horse-jumping bar- 
rier: RISE/jump up. e= BF 0460, He 2235, HE 2237 













TRANSCRIBE, copy REAS £5lsA certified copy, transcript; oe of 
the domiciliary register 


OFS £5Le copy, reproduction, rime 














17. | This time, picture TRANSCRIBING/copying someone’s words (3) onto the tally sticks (78), 
then storing these on the shelf(H). «= F¥ 0460, Hie 2236 





NOODLES ORME ASL noodles 

ZH 5H thin wheat noodles 

BREE »AZSHA dried noodles ... 1807, 1810 
ti CH THA boiled noodles 2198 
MUPE HALES rolling pin 














: Wheat (#) NOODLES on the face (if) of a plate. $7 looks like a long noodle being slurped 
off the side of the plate! 





KIDNAP; pull OWT S 564 kidnap 
$i 5-H ramen, hand-pulled noodles 
2238 














39 Hand(#) pulls standing man (XZ) away: KIDNAP. 





DAZZLING SLX72% =525KS Drilliant, dazzling 









































AWNING, hood 





ay 
{£4 








HOME DIT <semiaremits bullup the 
hood onthe car{convertible]............... 


ERG HE ia3izLe covered wagon .....0336, 0125 
ALPE %>1€4 Sapporolcity in Hokkaido]... 1694 








Cloth (113) to block out dazzling (5%) light: AWNING/hood. 


RIN (0.001 yen) 





Yy 








—JH w6WA onerin......... 0002 











RIDGE 
9 
J 


| When we see cliff(J _) and village (#4), we should perceive a towering pile of worthless ') 


the villagers have disposed of over the years, now grown tall enough to overshadow the vil- 
lage itself. To remember the relative values of $% 1585 (0.01 yen) and J —and that the latter 
is read "J > not ')—it helps to recite the quasi-rhyme FJ-%-JH my-ey- vy. 





0 Ata 7" 








BAI > CHB HES Stale toTHAeE< SOW 


seeds along a furrow............. 1348, 0544, 2185 
WAY Staaz furrowridges............... 0920 
WARK) Saas) ribbedfabric................ 1088 
ik Cot approx. Wares... 0005 











This kanji originally referred to ridges or furrows in a farm field, and later to a unit of square 
measure roughly equivalent to 1 are, or 100 square meters. Picture -*- as a /ong ( ZK) RIDGE 
marking the boundary of a rice field (HH) of this dimension. 


MONME (3.75 grams) 











—AY v.5%AH 1monme 








f he This “kanji” was created in Japan as a contraction of 3%, a way of transcribing the weight 
unit MONME (3.75 grams). Recognize it by the presence of katakana % in $3-4, associating 
this with the kun reading. It has no on reading, does not appear in any compounds, and was 





removed from the Joyo Kanji List in 2010. 














EES 








SMELL, fragrance ORF 12335 be fragrant, smell 
HBWOQORTS rssoOrEvwss It 
4 smells of soy sauce... 2128, 0433 
L- ASE (BUCS sachet 0... 0702 
IBA) KEW) KB(btS 
(e) ) RjiwtS icebeS smell of; suggest 











: Review 4] 0166 through “J 0168. Here, see the elephant wrap up a spoonful K of fragrant | 
essence in order to SMELL it. «= 52 1560, 4) 2246 














BENT, sloping O*JME z3idur slope, grade... 0799 

AaB #09z51E steep slope......0971, 0799 

“JAS S x5~5FH arrest, detain... 1170 

‘ ry AV RAAK 25o3UE3 arrest warrant...1170,0616 
4% €## comma-shaped jewels used in 

ancient Japan. ........0.0.... ee 0073 











& Recognize the meaning BENT/sloping by the bent shape of J. It is helpful to think of 4 
here asa EAY7 = (see V5). w= GJ 2245 











2546 
A 
2 > ; GREET 
3 : T4 














| 


4 The next eight entries are for kanji that were included in the 2010 additions to the Joyo list, 
but which are used almost exclusively in four compounds. In this set, you should concern 
yourself not with learning the meanings of the individual kanji, but only with learning the 
meanings of the four compounds. (Continued in the next entry) 





0383 


{10 





GREET OsiSF S HvrogsS greet, salute, present 
one's compliments.....00000.....00000..0.. 2247 


TRIES DT svaxoemht exchange 


4 Civilities 000. 2247, 0102 
apy TFRIEIK Sux 0Ue5 greeting card ...2247, 0616 
"PRES IY HuvsoebY round of courtesy calls 





vo ccseveveevitvivievevtevisvevisvaevaviees 2247, 0050 
| RES Siu incivility........... 0048, 2247 


pdghe | This and the previous entry make up the compound 7&5 (% > 2, greeting). Note how 

F: 44 | the repeated semantic component (¥ hand) relates to the meaning of the compound. This 
pattern recurs in the next three pairs, and in numerous other compounds written with kanji 
that were not included in the Joyo Kanji List. 








1 
3 





nate | 





0336 
| 9 














NOT CLEAR 

















9 (See next entry) 





a DARK 





a hy 24h 











OBBBE 4 aurzuve unclear, vague, equivoca 


| 
2249 








0794 





LAPIS LAZULI 


. Following the same approach as with #4% above, concern yourself here only with mastering 
VI BEBE % (2% \YEVZ), using the repeated semantic component as a clue. This approach 
will serve you well when learning other compounds with unlisted kanji sharing the same 
semantic component, such as Baie (59% &, hesitation) and #LE# (27 &, friction). 














2251 | (see next entry) 





GLASSY SUBSTANCE 


Fa5% 30 lapis lazuli 
FYING, SU. lapis lazuli blue 0528 


IRF 25%" joruri, ballad drama; clear 
lapis lazuli 0979, 2251 














2 In VI S854 the repetition of F gem—and the reading 4!) —are easy to associate with 
LAPIS LAZULI. If you're wondering where you saw 7 before, it was at AE 1970. 
































} | (See next entry) 


OPEH Lot jealousy, envy 


BABER\ Loésine, jealous, envious 
2253, 1715 





k 
tare (&) 





O¥EE tart envy, be jealous of 











54) vi HEE (L >) seems to associate women with ENVY and jealousy. Disowning once more 


the sexist associations of some kanji, we might imagine a woman (4%) afflicted with this 
particular disease (&), gazing at another woman (%)'s stone (41) and ENVIOUSLY muttering 
a certain English expletive easily suggested by this compound. 


FES! U»ab deerskin 


JED »oz fawn; dapples, pattern of white 
0094 








OF HE (zm fool, blockhead: nonsense 0336 


REYEES #Ue Kagoshima (city and prefecture) 
0772, 0341 











and antlers, Et its sharply angled legs. 


DUST, trash 





BY CA 








255 | This kanji depicts a DEER hiding inside a forest shelter (J"). S4-7 depict the animal's head 


PEE SALA dust 
OREALY s0e0 dustpan 


a “alxz trash can 








“| This entry and the next two incorporate the character for deer (JE) in full. Here, we observe 


earth (=) churned up by stampeding deer. DUST. 














FOOT OF A MOUNTAIN 









BLWtRroBok svsresecoooeg 
of (I) climbed Mt. Fuji from the base 
Biden ahd sinhbbasenmlort Midian Salts 1481, 0350, 0037, 1054 


LN *A3< footofamountain............ 0037 





uz 
HHL 




























7 Deer (EE) in its shelter at the FOOT OF A MOUNTAIN, just inside the tree line, i.e., the edge 
of the forest (4K). You might think of 3.2% & as an abbreviation for “foot of a mountain’ or, 


if you prefer, SUSAODZE, 


OF GRACEFUL BEAUTY 












REA. nw va beauty, belle... 
OFF M7: enue beautiful, pretty; clean; fair 
1329 








V4 
34) (LV) 





FES uhwwve beautiful, gorgeous....... 0497 
JERE pnvve resplendent, gorgeous... 1012 
ORL 53bLU beautiful 























8 | Someone has noticed the deer (JE) and is just now admiring its GRACEFUL BEAUTY with wide- 1 
open eyes (S1-8, including the eyebrows). 











RECOMMEND OFT A Fueass recommend, nominate: 
HEAR FUeAUES recommendation letter 
si cueip ass Mee ape padl Tad at is ape Reno en 2150, 0616 
ty BE Uta self-recommendation.......... 0081 
a0) FEAS Axx recommendation............. 1247 
Off DS $+HS recommend 








9| In this and the next entry, deer (JEE) is abbreviated to its head (and the shelter it sleeps in). 
Here, a half-eaten bird (53) sticks out of the deer’s mouth. Willing to share the uneaten half, 
the deer RECOMMENDS it for our delectation—with grass (+) garnish. ca Je 2260 















FELICITATION, rejoicing 











BE SL WuLe< celebration, congratulation 1200 


OBR itus43 congratulations and condo- 
LOCOS ccteanem,ctnanath tesa eo icuis acim 1186 








| 
Th 











2739 











| This character brings to mind 4 0779, where we removed the top portion of 38 LOVE in the 
same way. Here imagine that the deer has sought refuge in its shelter in order to bear its love 
child. Picture a scene of joyful rejoicing and FELICITATION. c& JB 2259 

















HELMET 








bk bY 
DE 











SARL msceme take off one’s helmet: 


acknowledge defeat ................00.0.0... 1198 
SEORE wSLOH helmetstrap............. 1450 
FEIKO wmsicvsso helmet-shaped.......0616 
Sach wseGu rhinoceros beetle........... 0343 














| Along-legged (JL) person with a white (4) face, wearing a large HELMET. 








GLARE AT 

9. JO 

13 

o 2] ace 
(0) 








ORD cae glare at, stare hard at; keep an eye on 
ILACTIT S (csao148 glare at, stare at 


angrily/sharply..0000 00, 0064 
IAS (csaket stare (someone) down 
tid Meettianferatasiad® thease ted whe acatet, 0941 














62 | Visualize 5d as a two-headed person, whose two heads are turned around GLARING AT each 
other. Note, however, that without i at the left, 5d is the traditional form of JE. 





RAT, mouse 





tS) es 





RTA tay 








SAX tata mousehole................. 0397 
IBY) waxy mousetrap; rat poison... 1596 
OR tt aus darkgray..o 0528 
RMA Sota v rat poison........... 0522, 1261 
BEI Wt squirrel... oe 0781 














: Vaguely resembles a RAT’s teeth, furry body, and tail. 


DROWN, indulge in 








T¥ 
BIZ (M4) 











COMETS TLFS drown... 
BETIS CxHuwts be infatuated with, love 


Madly. cssvidees hee Meee, 0778 
RT S p<TsFS indulge in, give way to 
tchtdaa ein Dae eh setts iG See ontote PAINE at, Rote 1153 
Om HFS drown; become lostin 
NIE HEhnvwm drown................. 0716 












The right-hand portion of this kanji was not standardized with 53 0424 WEAK when it joined 
the Joyo list (as usual, you should recognize both forms without distinction). We thus have 

“weak in the water(¥ ),” which means DROWN. It can also mean indulge in, from the idea of 
immersion. The on reading 7°*¥ is unique in this course. 























J\ ERY 4635e% Hachiro Lagoon. ..0010, 0286 
Fi oat: mud flat, tidalflat. 0408 
OF tcuvwe7e Niigata (city and prefecture). 0275 

















TURBID 





| At the right, we have elements from both elephant (7J) and either bird (3) or horse (&5). 
One simple visual approach is to picture a large bird (an ostrich?) gyrating its head (F4) to 
shake off water(¥) as it bathes in a LAGOON. 





17 I 
J: 2(S) tee(F) 
















We <es muddystream................ 


OIL 7 CAK<LA turbid, thick, muddy 
ClOUDY ee ce cts sents sin ea'vaadves dee rnctees 1426 


WB eu7ve< purity and impurity; good and evil 
yah biida etek ame baa ouarbe dee te Pee tafe 0 0974 


OFS 1223 become turbid/impure 
SF (ccs make turbid/impure 
















; ‘RUN DRY 
~ 2THIRST 





Picture an elephant (“J) pulling a net (™) full of worms (42) from TURBID water(¥ ). 





1 10 AY 
av (4) 
















@HB7K pote watershortage............. 


"HBTS xHoss dryup, rundry; be 
exhausted, be depleted .................... 1049 


2 LIE) m2 hungerandthirst............... 1966 
OR AIR. oewh< bethirsty.......... 1674 






















1 Recall “J smell, from a few pages back. At the right, picture a mischievous elephant who 

loves to spend his days sniffing around here and there under the hot sun (H). The frequent 
‘ result, as we can see in this entry, is that he ends up desperate for water( ¥ ): RUN DRY; 
iy THIRST. Note the old form, which sets the pattern for this group. © Y 0446 


111 
6 BROWN OF pole< brown 0528 





ay 














HB bepoLe< brown, liver brown 
Berean tele Aes hudba, eas eaten 0603, 0528 

















The soiled clothes (#) of the mischievous elephant (&): BROWN. 





















KUDZU, arrowroot 








AY 
oa 








OB} m2e5 entanglements, conflict, trouble 
235 


AR <4 kudzu fibercloth................ 
eH <¥z arrowrootflour............. 1619 


BF <¥'%6 cake made from arrowroot flour 
Beth asthe Seen ante we ae htc etter ate tarts 2172 















The mischievous elephant (%) getting tangled up in a coiling plant(+*): KUDZU. This kanji 
was not standardized with the others in this group when it was added to the Joyo list. 


SHOUT AT 












NER woXu. applause, cheers.............. 


WARS mot£FS shout someone down, 
declare, pronounce......000.. ee 0596 








AY 








UB Usa thundering cry, roar.......... 0002 
OKIBT 4S £uwots shout ina thunderous 
i 0033 
















BE GRANTED AN AUDIENCE 

















OBL AoA audience... ce. 
F£8 (20%2 audience with the emperor... 1642 



















(#) something in his own defense. 


PUT UP, display 


Now the mischievous elephant () wishes to BE GRANTED AN AUDIENCE so that he can say 








rh 
DA (VFS) 














FBG S ttur.k5FS hoist, put up, fy (a fag) 

OFFA wuciza. bulletin board.....0311, 0924 
AMF S wwoauvss publish, print....... 1318 

O17 pms put up, hoist; display in writing, 
publish 

MEL IGIT S xzoxenmisS hoist the 
national flag... 0075, 0573 











Picture a hand (¢) raising a banner high up on the back of the mischievous elephant (&): 
PUT UP. As the sample vocabulary will illustrate, it is important to visualize the idea of hoist- 
ing the banner up to a high place, where it is easily visible. «= 4% 1308 




















(sign of) THE DOG 








Yay 
Ven 





OFRAE uwee Year oftheDog............... 0117 








: The conspicuous feature of this character is $3, which distinguishes it from J guided spear. 


& 62 | Simply associate that stroke with a DOG's canine tooth. To refer to the actual creature, use RK 


DOG. 




















REASONABLE, plausible 












29 
bok (b) 





0293; the present entry is only used in reference to the Chinese horary or zodiac sign of THE 






FCKE 3 plausibility, likelihood.......... 
CHL Toes Youare quite right 
RES $o€b5 Le» plausible 



















-) You might start by focusing on this character's general balance between left and right, and 
associating that with the keyword “REASONABLE.” But given that this kanji appears in so few 
words, you should concern yourself more with learning to recognize V1-3 than learning the 
kanji for its own sake. Note that this form appeared earlier in FA 1283. «= XK 0293 


‘GOOD FOR NOTHING 
7CLOGS 





wv 











TERE #a< poor piece (of writing) .......... 0152 
TERIA ven poorjoke [pun] ......0798, 0793 
‘4K: w7% no good, fruitless, wasteful 0048 
@EK wt geta, wooden clogs............... 0040 











‘HORSE, pony 
2 CHESS PIECE 





ea 3 





51 A thick(XK, ie, fat) horse (23): GOOD FOR NOTHING. You might think of M2 CLOGS as 
coming from the resemblance between the sound of a person walking in clogs and the hoof- 
clatter of a very slow-paced horse. 


@1¢ HO Hy Les¥oce shogi pieces, chessmen 
0614, 1796 

2 ENSH C&ZA (=L#EA) loss of material lin 
shogil 1595 





24865) 252% captured piece 








Picture the elephant (7J) holding in its mouth (1) a very small HORSE or pony, which it 
uses as a CHESS PIECE in a game of 4¢-# (L_&%, Japanese chess). Now would be a good 
time to review 5 1388-5i 1390. es Sef 1331 














‘SERIOUS 
Pe) 4 2KIND 














‘ge &<#x< devotion to one's studies ..... 
\ BR &<OS5e diligentfarmer..... 
fe &&< seriouslyill............ 





b7 


VY 








|28RR te cAe<e cordial, kind.............. 2207 
Ope 453 &<Lm# benevolent person; volunteer 
at aateciet oboe, Sottey te deans edn ha 0369, 0219 














le2 7 SPEAK ILL OF 


-| A horse (5) crowned with a bamboo (**) laurel for being very SERIOUS and KIND. 

















OFZ Move speak ill of, abuse; denounce 
tHe IBS P4EOQOLS blaspheme against God 
0316 














Offs? ie booing, jeering ............... 0529 
Rls 4 iret denounce, censure 0941 
INS b45i€ insult, verbalabuse.......... 2221 














Le We have long since gotten into the habit of seeing as a nef, but in the next two entries, it 
would be well to see it as an eye (H). In this entry, picture the eye looking down rebukingly 
on the horse (8) for some fault it has committed: SPEAK ILL OF. 








BEALS S LFS look downon 
O#ERE ru scorn, contempt ............. 1256 
BERR XoLs5 pejorativeterm.............. 0684 





ny 


SUF (DO) Boa (4)* 





OED aise look down on 


EAI TA wu LATS look down on, take 
lightly 











7 + 1 - 
| This time the rebuking eye (=) looks down SCORNFULLY upon a humble dog (3 2273). ++ 
suggests an eyebrow. 








ORCS 4 pecsss fallintoasnare/trap 
0793 


BER CHS ayaeheTes catcharatina 
AD airs Laanateds obtain 2263, 1596 

















| Now we revert to the usual interpretation of ", net, which we can observe here ensnaring 
the public( ER) in a TRAP. 


























RAVEN, crow OB MIBOTOS wataturcus the crows 
are CAWING 22. eee 2157 
Om AE pstownises glossy black 
(like the wet wings of a crow) ...2112, 0418, 0528 
yt EsfOR 3750L5 disorderly crowd, mob 
DoF te 0227, 1405 
ORM y-n>be oolongtea........ 0507, 0603 

















1 By now you've seen 5 enough to recognize that in this entry a stroke is missing from the 
bird's head. This is the RAVEN, whose pitch-black coloring makes its facial features indistin- 
guishable to us. «= 3 0340 




















2811 
%,'10 
DUCK HB O#EN #emen aflock ofducks....... 1408 
>‘ HBO CHILL PeO<HIEL aduck’s bill 
ANH zat duckling... 0034 
tr OBIS FS meiceS make a sucker out of 
yw Dt 











| Visualize Fl as the head of a DUCK, its long bill pointed downward. 

















PIGEON # %o3Le pigeon house 
Oni eA communication by carrier pigeon 
0890 





nnd tat TALKEE carrier/homing pigeon 
0223, 0079 


FUAOMS ee>poide nine pigeons ..0011, 0418 
283 | Nine (JL) birds (3) gathering around to show interest in your lunch: PIGEONS. 














CHICKEN OFB AY (unic< (-euIc<) chicken (meat) 
#EF8 5c chicken raising 

FEN usa (hen’s) egg 

wh BUSS civ» cockfight, fighting cock 
ar (rey) ORO chevmxe chicken feed 














G4 A husband (3) carrying home a CHICKEN by its claws (7, ice., its feet). 











604 





RAVINE ORF uz< ravine, valley, canyon 
ZA wow ravine 

BYR osu» snowy valley/ravine 
| 

















Visualize rain falling in a RAVINE and streams flowing out of it. Picture * as rain falling at 


the top of the ravine, and X as streams flowing out into a broad valley below. As aids for 
recognizing the meaning, use the combination of water(¥ ) and the narrowing of & toward 
the top. os ¥2 1844 


BUR 13543 hawking, falconry 
EVE tzmved falconer 
Off He teat hawks, hard-liners 

















5 Picture 7 as a falconer standing under a shelter(J). Then see 53 as a HAWK in his service, 
just now bringing in a small bird (#£) she has captured. 


ABARE 1a<ednv bald eagle 
KEOBE pLOv~e eaglet 
OFA pLdira clutching 
| £4 pulse aquiline nose [hook-nosel... 1558 

















Review Jt 1283. Again let the sinking trajectory of $10 suggest settling, and visualize Basa 
large bird settling into its nest: EAGLE. 


IMPERIAL SEAL Of xxv imperial seal 

















j )- ff looks a bit like a curly-haired sheep that has been tied up. Think of it as the golden 
fleece. Engraved on a round stone (=k), it serves as the IMPERIAL SEAL. 











REFRESHING Ost: z5mve refreshing, invigorating, 
exhilarating 
ORGS D2 Apemsye’ refreshing wind 
0425 





YO 


FERED XAeoxbem fluent/eloquent 
Sb PPA) in speech 1052, 0052 











} | See 3X as person who, feeling hot, holds out her arms to let a REFRESHING breeze blow over 
her body. In reference to voice or speech, 3 means “clear” or “fluent,” like a flowing breeze. 




















‘STITCH TOGETHER, bind OBS evs bind; file 
2 COMPOSE, spell VRC AR evigA bound book ................ 0031 
TERME TTA VICES THHETTTMICELS 
file away letters... 0046, 0478 
TA FI 2EF KX PLD LU23% compose poetry 
A by ace vo | (nny (greets eer rence nec rere tteer 0389, 0827 
Ok) 231) spelling [as of aname]; binding [as 
of a book] 











| eh | See all the %s as threads (i) being STITCHED TOGETHER to bind a book. M2 COMPOSE/ 
#120) spell is easy to remember as a derivative meaning. 





MULBERRY 3A 43TA mulberry plantation 0020 


<br: (=<#) Kuwata (= Kuwada) [sumame] 
OSM <pigzkit mulberry field 0129 
HHGA <bow pickingmulberry leaves... 1118 

















SILKWORM BILRORL PAA Pucidcpoly 
“ey Silkworms only eat mulberry leaves 
2291, 0605, 0288 





Hy 
Dos 











92.| Heavenly (KK) worm (#1): SILKWORM. e= 2 2293 



































OBA tales egewhite; protein ............ 0076 
BAB £Aw<vo protein............ 0076, 0318 


MHRA LasoeucAle< animal protein 
eerie Wy tea dn Pheairotietaee| 0540, 0172, 0128, 0076 


FAPERA Ls<soeUEAIZC vegetable 
protein... 0840, 0172, 0128, 0076 





2283 | Recall KE broken/deformed, first introduced at HE 0572. In this entry, think of an insect (#2) 
trying to eat an EGG but breaking its proboscis on the shell. es 4 2292 



























REO HARE icoz3e carapace ofa crab 



















Seite eae Mets Naot 1521, 0896 
OM DISXA mICOMIdxa pincers of a crab 
ay SEAR psitaic horseshoe crab............. 2261 
ac REO REE aicokzisu the crab’s sideward 
PAM; Pes Rares vin ash eterna 0916, 1554 
RE Be aicét: bowlegs oo... ee, 1990 
Here 42 suggests the broad category of arthropods. An arthropod that we must painstakingly 
take apart (Be) in order to eat: CRAB. w= 2% 1382, fit 0344 





MOSQUITO 











2p 








OR LURE wevALS mosquito-repellent 
INCENSE... eee 0059, 0216, 1781 


IY OUR REET poOe<koeTA very faint 
WICC a later, ei ween wee 2157, 0501, 0529 


WOW ae (=625) mosquito net.......... 2021 
WEMC 124% mosquito tent.......2241, 2021 









MOSQUITO. 








An insect (48) coming to suck your blood while you're studying at your writing desk (3Z): 


(sign of} THE SERPENT 








Y 
can 





OEE we YearoftheSerpent.............. 
IE. toa first serpent day of the year....0710 

















| This is the final horary sign we have to master—THE SERPENT. We can see half the serpent’s 
length coiled tightly at the top, and the other half beginning to uncoil itself at the bottom. 
To refer to the actual creature, use the next entry. Do not confuse this kanji (or Ci 0426) with 
the name-use kanji E HALT, «& E24 0527 


2873 
606 | 3 




















ki DH vems umbrella witha snake's eye 
pattern; double circle pattern............... 0021 


OnE ve<s faucet 





yx 7 
AC 








|ChEAT TS KzdtS meander, zigzag.......0055 
ORE &<AU' poisonoussnake........... 0133 


REDON BAT NUeLETSOAL The 
snake swallowed anegg............... 1141, 2174 














7) Asa shortcut, visualize S11 the same way we did the long, curling stroke in the previous entry: 
as the winding body of a SNAKE. 42 suggests a kind of worm. e= #E 2144 


OA WAL silkthread 0112 
OMeHNIS k@em45 spinacocoon.....1117 
ia ££ festive New Year's cocoons... 0073 








1230 
11 
; ; COCOON 
ay 
#u 














% 120 encloses itself: COCOON. 











A worm (48, ie., larva) eating grass (+*), whence it spins thread (i). Using this last, it 





























2107 
Hf | 18 
. 4 BUTTERFLY Oit & 615645. butterfly 
a HABE 243 butterfly 2, 0258 
Poe 23xA645 alpine butterfly...0185, 0037 
13 
c & : fay ALAKE £AL4645 cabbage butterfly 
I i) EC SD er NT ROS 1416, 0076 
: Again let S represent 32 0605 LEAF. A worm (33) feeding on a /eaf: BUTTERFLY. 
1278 
%,| 15 
‘ RAINBOW WE T5aW tis ee. 0990 
: 7 Ort (cuu% rainbow colors................ 0528 
: HT OPAC (cvMOm*ettc over the rainbow 
0597, 0173 





Irv 











a0 Our journey through the kanji began at the SUN H. It ends at a RAINBOW. This tiny worm 








(42) can only see _L from one side, so to the worm it appears as a long arch (>). Think of it 
as an arch of colors, and picture the worm inching its way from one end to the other, a fitting 
image for our long pursuit of, and present arrival at, the end of the RAINBOW. 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF STROKE DIRECTION 
AND STROKE ORDER 


Stroke Direction 


1. Horizontal strokes go from left to right: 


axe 
—_— 


2. Vertical or slanting strokes go from top to bottom: 
vy 


except in special combinations of a downward-slanting and an upward-slant- 


ing stroke: > (GR) =} (G&G) 2k (3B) 38 (8) 7 UA) 


3. Asingle stroke may change direction multiple times: 


] ] Gu y o etc. 


Stroke Order 


1. Top to bottom; top part to bottom part: 


— — — — = ~ = = = 
— — =e — aa — 
—_—_— ——/ 3 yp 


BT RB), KC MH OR), 


2. Left to right; left-hand part to right-hand part: 
DCE de a le ah NY, A; rn re, Oe 
AA At) See. Se), BL BD). 


3. When intersecting, horizontal strokes usually go before vertical strokes: 
Ate esa): SR eR), 
ee Ee ge a Fa FA) 
ee a) ee BN), ar 


oii 
4 


except in Hy, oe , and extensions thereof: 


Bim sw), Bio th ww), An fA A), 
tO 7 Se) ee ee ee 








4. Vertical stroke precedes horizontal stroke extending toward the right: 


EN Pky, JET ye se 





5. Central strokes go first when flanked on each side by no more than two strokes: 
WC) Ab), Po oy) a 
AC] 7 78), RCP OP ORR), aR GE OFF HR), 
“EC Om) RCE OR) ORE BR), 


except in KC? K)and } (°F ye 
6. Enclosing frame goes first, but “closing” line goes last: 


BA] & &), AW WA DW), 
H(t] FB), AC A AR); 


but note the writing of L, asin K (~ F & K). 
7. Right-to-left slanting stroke goes before left-to-right: 


IND? Ps. BE EB, ST) 
X(~ 7 KX), RY FH), RV 4K). 


8. Central vertical strokes that protrude at either top or bottom go last: 
YP ( ?),. eC a), CS. ee), 
ee ye ee 


but those protruding neither above nor below go after the top part: 

#3 7 #), 2(6 # 8), BC F eB). 
9. Horizontals piercing through the whole character go last: 

x(k &), BCA ), ACM Ft); 

except te (— +b YE). 


10. 3, A, and LL go last: 


ve (# 2), @(? ®), BCA B). 


3 Appendix 1 











REGULAR ON-YOMI GROUPS 


This appendix lists several hundred kanji whose Chinese-derived reading (7a 
on-yomi) can be determined with a high degree of reliability based on the presence 
of a particular phonetic component, sometimes under specified conditions. 

Because on-yomi are so irregular, it is generally best to learn them through 
the process of adding kanji compounds to your vocabulary, rather than trying to 
memorize them for their own sake. This rule does not apply, however, to the kanji 
listed in this appendix, whose readings can be learned by mastering a limited 
number of phonetic components. By taking advantage of these low-hanging fruit, 
you can make significant progress toward being able to pronounce kanji com- 
pounds and input kanji on a computer or other electronic device. 


Arrangement and Format 


Groups are arranged in the order in which their phonetic components appear in 
the main entries, so that you may consult this appendix as you proceed through 
the course. Within groups, kanji are arranged in ascending order of their entry 
numbers. The end of each group is marked by a horizontal line. 

Phonetic components appear in the left column, at the top of each group. Use 
these for self-testing. Superscript numerals following some phonetic components 
refer the user to an endnote specifying the conditions under which this component 
is to be associated with the reading shown. The most common condition is that 
the phonetic component be located at the right side of a kanji, which is the most 
frequent position for a kanji’s pronunciation marker. 

Small black circles (°) located between the phonetic component and the first 
kanji in the group indicate groups having one or more exceptions (see Selection 
Criteria, below). On readings appear to the right of each kanji. When the on read- 
ing does not match the predicted reading, it appears in parentheses, followed by 
a small black circle. When it matches the predicted reading but is not the only on 
reading for the kanji, it is followed by a small empty circle (). 

When studying groups having one or more exceptions or conditions, you 
should not only memorize the common reading, but also note the exceptions. 
Take care to isolate these in your memory from the rest of the group. These excep- 
tions require special attention, because only when these are known can one be 
confident of knowing the pronunciation of all the others. 


Selection Criteria 


This table includes groups of three or more kanji whose readings can be predicted 
with at least 75% accuracy based on the presence of a particular phonetic component. 
It also includes kanji pairs whose readings can be predicted with 100% accuracy. 
Characters containing the phonetic component but not having the predicted 
reading counted as a full exception, even those whose reading varied from the 





ee 


predicted reading only by the difference between a long and short vowel (e.g., 
Y and /"7), or that between a monophthong and a diphthong (e.g., 4 and +a 
7). Characters whose reading varied from the predicted reading only by the voic- 
ing or non-voicing of a consonant (e.g., k'” vs. }'7) counted as a half-exception. 
Moreover, characters having the predicted reading but also having one or more 
other readings were counted as a half-exception per additional reading. 

Some groups/pairs were able to meet the 75%/100% predictability standard 
only by specifying a condition as to the location of the phonetic component (these 
conditions appear in the endnotes following the table). Allowing for such condi- 
tions introduced a degree of subjectivity into the decision regarding which groups 
to include. In all cases, the guiding principle was to introduce only those condi- 
tions whose benefit in clearing away exceptions seemed to outweigh their cost in 
added complexity. 


Other Groups to Note 


In the course of your study, you will note numerous groups containing a phonetic 
component that is more or less useful in predicting the on-yomi, but which are not 
included in this table. In particular, it is useful to note the following: 


1, While the on-yomi of kanji that include 14 vary slightly, their vowel sounds 
are always short: rr, HX, fel, WH, fi, dil (2); 4A (2/7); 1A, ff (4/%); FB, HE, HE 
(+3); and TF (7). The 4% (7+) group should be considered separately. 


fy 


2. 4 and @ are read +, but all others containing # end in a short “o”: ¥, 


ii, B, ih (Fa); #8, B, B, BB (3); fH (Fa/va); and #f, BR (bh). 


3. All kanji containing #7 have the on-yomi t 4, though not always exclusively 
(additional on-yomi shown in parentheses): #7 (“3"), Ti (“a”), if (3), 
Ha, AH (a'7), on (YY), and i (37). 


4. All kanji containing “f have the on reading 7\”, though I, ff and # may 
































also be read 7\Y. 
ide hak = 0003 Ake. YI 1604 be Kt 1264 
ak = O10 | & ° dt 7° 0048 in Nt 1265 
q~ =" 10% HE 7 ot | ft ° AR 94° 0071 
a FL + 0007 Pit 7 1538 aS 94 0702 
=a + 00 | Ft 7 0064 ‘= 54 1163 
ah. s 0222 KF 7 047 |Aav A N° 0076 
+E + 0326 RF 7 0982 HH NZ 0670 
qt F297 0035 ie 7 2189 38 NZ 1182 
Ai Fay 0643 Met 7 2214 iH NJ 1183 
mo F295 «(06K | EOS Ya 0065 AA NZ 1184 
yh Fi 0645 i Ya 1123 44 N° 1185 
fe OE V7 0064 | &' Pe ne 009 | fe Fan 00% 
i v7 1603 a Nt 1263 We  F39 2019 
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re Fay 2020 ist 35 1580 | # TR 417 0292 
We Fad 2021 ass a5 1581 ag 427 0875 
ae EE 7> 00% | i * TH + 0205 | #® 2 a> 0312 
ea 7> 0097 titi Y 1205 it ay 1532 
BE AE a5 9102 Ah = (yt)? 1981 | eR ° EB Sy 0315 
ne 39 0103 Hifi Y 2234 x yy 0316 
Be (477)° 063 | B > 0207 {eH Sy 0873 
Za ay 1412 An > 0210 Sah Ly 0874 
AH a9 1413 AR +> 1983 | ee Jax wy 0327 
Be 39 144 | #° A> 0219 ak AY 1216 
Ae AG A> 0120 i vA 201 | KK ORK va 0864 
4E x 121 TK w” 2202 RK yay 1516 
at h 0593 | RS x 021 | & GE 0369 
f= w 1164 fEX 1965 ak Y 0370 
Hes Fe —E 023 |& 2 afr 0% |B & 4 0396 
Ht E 0746 $= nt, XL 0525 BB 4 1456 
5, TE ey 014 | oe & bt 029 | F °F AY 0408 
GE ty 0135 & Lb 0675 Fl pL 0409 
oe ty 2068 eg L+ 0676 iF AY 0410 
%? FE ay 0137 = Lt 0901 ae AY O4N 
5 39 2240 B& L+* 2082 HP (ay) 0691 
We Sy 224" || Se RY 0230 Re (aD)? 1648 
#° RH | Fad (015 oe RY 1700 ee AY 1808 
wl Fay (06 | KOR F~ 0251 ine wD 1980 
nei Fay” 220 $y F 2009 | f Fil Y 0412 
Ae BB AD 01% | BH’ fH Y 0264 Ai W175 
BROCK)? 0454 4H. Y 064 ral Y 1943 
SF #7 0835 fl y 1515 | FR wy 0448 
ij RO 1882 #4 y 1516 fi AY 0463 
ij #9 1883 BA y 7 | a wy a 0457 
es 7 1884 | FOB yy 0275 Ea) RO (0594 
EE AI 1886 #4 yy 0276 Fa AD 0664 
Hi RI 1996 or yy 1953 tt, 9 0665 
lal * [al Ky 0182 | BB OB Dy 0286 va MY 0666 
fA Ch) * 1838 JER ony 0287 a) *AO 1964 
ila) Ko 24 | & EE wAY 0290 Ka 1984 
All Ky 1992 ff AY 021 | FR * BR (ya )* 0460 
$i] Ko 2066 c= DY 1839 ie hy 2235 
es By a 0185 hE AY 1840 i ho 2236 
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c° 


He 3 


i ** 


Hoh) So Sy Si BH El) SF SE SE SE SE St Seah Sa SS Sa is SSE SSE Os SS ost CaS SE SE SE RE Sr aa 


Fa 
Fad 
T 


~ 00% 


7 
ve 2 
39 

(az y? 
39 
39 
al 


I 


OE 290) ae ee a 


ay 
ey 
ty 
39 
39 
me 
Fa 
F397 
Fad 
*D 
(#D)° 
a 
RI 
ay 
RY 
RD 
ay 
ED 
(bo )° 
Fd 
EY 
a] 
a9 


2020 
2021 


0097 
0102 
0103 
0693 
1412 
1413 
1414 
0120 
0121 
0593 
1164 
0123 
0746 
0134 
0135 
2068 
0137 
2240 
2241 
0145 
0146 
2221 
0174 
0454 
0835 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1886 
1996 
0182 
1838 
1842 
1992 
2066 
0185 


39 
39 


at 


ot St SH chat att 


(1\F ) 


i> NDS NPIS SE NY Ra AB 


rl 
oot 
Ve ? eg LG 


| 


ad 


wp 
o 
A 


a 
wr 3 
H 





«> 
c 
ax 


c 
oh 


a 
lp) 3 at 3 <5 <> 


Bs Se ee Net | ON 


yy 
yy 
ye 
o9 
o% 
AY 
AY 
AY 
AY 


ar ORE ETO} St | SY Sa S| PS SR RRS] RR SY BG 


ald di Ba. SS et a 


1580 
1581 


~ 0205 


1205 
> 1981 
2234 
0207 
0210 
1983 
> 9219 
2201 
2202 
0221 
1965 
0226 
0525 
0229 
0675 
0676 
0901 
> 2082 
0230 
1700 
0251 
2009 
0264 
0641 
1515 
1516 
1517 
0275 
0276 
1753 
0286 
0287 
0290 
0291 
1839 
1840 


at 


SE Ge CRBS Se BS ES AY 


+H 


Fi] 


“i 


SHB SF els ha Rt rm ma a SH HH HH 


Yaz 
#L 
=v 
YY 
yy 
yy 
Si 
AY 
AY 

719 


Yad 


Ht 


~ 
4 
~ 
Ve 


0292 
0875 
0312 
1532 


y~ 0315 
* 0316 


0873 
0874 
0327 
1216 


0364 


1316 
0349 
0370 
0396 
1456 





(Yand)° 
KY 
KY 
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0408 
0409 
0410 
0411 
0691 
1648 
1808 
1980 
0412 
1175 
1943 
0448 
0463 
0457 
0594 
0664 
0665 
0666 
1964 
1984 
0460 
2235 
2236 





































































































ie hy 2237 vs At 0612 | & 71 0778 
te nv 064 | Ova 61 IKE Ft 2249 
A A 1486 yay 606 | OE a5 0779 
a A 1487 we yay 2128 fe 2 0780 
Sut ny 1408 | A? Sg A4° 07 | & BH tay 0782 
m WM At 0469 Wy At 1523 fi kay 0783 
ik Dt 0474 ais At 1524 yi kay 0784 
ag + 0470 | @° TB 47 0620 |) @ BE vy 0802 
ie + 0471 iis 47 0621 ee ve 20 
BE + 0472 Aes 47 0622 qian vy 2012 
RE + 0473 | BN All YI 0625 | We DY A 0814 
He fe Y 0476 ARI YI 0626 Any A 0815 
fre >» 0478 iH) YF 0627 ny 0816 
R Ee sy 047 | BB #4 0637 far hw 0817 
A => 1009 Bs +4 0638 yay ” 0818 
kz 4K 74 0479 | B Hy 0639 Bay (7)* 0819 
tk Ft 0480 Hg +y 2098 HK A 0827 
Ey s¢ 081 | & SOO Yan 067 | BB + 0820 
JE Ft 0482 RE vad 0658 (il >» 821 
E EB +5 0483 | Me ° HR ANY 0671 3H + 0822 
a +a 2013 ad NY 0672 fii] Y 1823 
tp +3 2014 AE (ND )* 0673 hi 0825 
a BB Jy 0511 | Re Je J 0695 i 0826 
123 73 0512 Aigk Jo 19% | HR ° EF t% 0831 
& TH +39 63 |/a@ € yy 0696 fe 2% 0832 
BG ay 1496 fll yy 0697 (4 )* 0833 
ge BB ay 0507 | & Fe cad 0705 Ser +4 0836 
jz ay 1987 Fa Ea 1355 | MN Ya 0845 
AT F 0560 | fH Fpl +f 0708 WH Yay 0846 
nay F 1093 Dl tf 0709 BN Yay 1627 
Fa F 1941 | BI ° Fl Ly 078 | Fe OBR z 0852 
® OR Ya 0566 ~All Ly 0719 ee =z 2095 
FR Ya 1207 Bu LY 0720 pe z 2099 
Be Ya 1208 fl (ur)? 072i pas z 2100 
pe OR ay 0574 «| HFA +4 0722 | FR PBK Lb 0853 
ABE AY 1353 AY +4 0723 pe L> 0854 
ge Et >4 0587 | & Pe 4 079 | He ° Ty 0856 
RE F4 0588 Als # 0750 oe Ty” 0857 
Sy AP At 06l1 Hh # 1699 Kei Ty 1859 


> 
s 
ae) 
® 
=] 
o 
x 
ho 































































































a ° 8 77 0863 | # FE Yad 1005 ra Fe 1119 
i 77 0864 fl vad 1007 Wj (Fr7)° 1120 
(8 77 0865 | & fee YY 1013 3 Fe 1121 
7s 77 1870 ze yy 1014 BL F¥ 1122 
fe  (u)* 1071 es yy 15 | # “ fH AY 1128 
a oe 7 0877 | at yy 1021 eh) wy 29 
fe F41 0878 ait Ye 1022 #R AY 1131 
fit Ft 0879 | & ° RR zy 1029 | € #8 AIT 1132 
ORR a9 0917 Ee ry 1030 We HF 1133 
2 a9 0918 ea sy 1031 | & Te zy 1134 
He a9 0919 {& ry 1032 ist zy 1135 
if a5 0920 §il] sy 1033 | mm ° HD w 147 
x *¥ 06 | & #F ay 1037 gi (#)° 1172 
2a ¥ 0927 ve 35 1038 au w 1173 
ES ~ 0928 | #t Fe vad 1051 | B & 1212 
x * 0929 5. yay 1053 is * 2015 
#° y 0931 | He Te a5 1064 | Se > 1213 
=] yY 0932 Fe a 1065 fate ty 1214 
Hg > 19% |R Ff yy 1079 Fiste ty 1215 
aS (at) 1995 SEA ve 2060 | TE 94 1232 
ea ho 0960 | Aa AL 1081 ae 94 1239 
5 by 0941 hi Av 1082 | ® +f Ay 1269 
a HGR a 0945 ae Ay 1083 IW. AY 1270 
al 2 0946 j= Av 1084 | A Fy Yay 1288 
ra a 07 | & 1085 | vad 1289 
Jar 2 0948 aie 7 1086 Ah 2 vam 1290 
lg 2 140 |) a A => 1095 hic] Yay 1291 
g OF Yay 0952 aH => 1096 cs yay 1293 
Ee vao 0959 | Rk FE #29 1097 | ° HR Fay 1295 
ie Yay 0954 Rl 2 a9 (1098 Fe ay 12% 
$f Vay 0955 BRK xa 1099 ab a 1297 
RK +7 0987 | 28 FF vay 103 | a ° F + 1329 
3B +4 0988 fi vad 1104 ay + 1330 
TK +1 0989 vad 1105 Ey = 1331 
x2 +7 0990 fh van 1106 iat (4 )° 1332 
K Ff = ay 0993 AA va 1107 iy + 1334 
hk Say 0994 HW vay 109 | & #7 1358 
az YB yy 1002 Ha yay 1110 fe 7 1359 
as yy 1989 | Bi? FR Fx 118 | HR FR wy 1361 
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fal wy 1362 Vi Yar 1952 fa | Za 1686 
£ F% ay 139 | & 4 say 1B | k Fk It 161 
ay 35 1370 ie +a 1579 ok It 1692 
Baa ay 6271 | it ° He yy 1589 Fy It 1693 
& Ie KY 1378 te vy 61590 | A OA ao 713 
1% AY 1379 ae yy" 1591 ni ay 1724 
Fae ay 1980 «| OS * «61596 | 4> 1725 
Wes *Y 1381 8 * 1598 un 4y 1926 
| RB Sy 1382 ri] #1599 I 4y 1927 
BA Sy 1383 Weg * 1600 | # * Bh LD? 1732 
Bs Jv 1408 & * 1601 ait ty 1733 
£ 7- 1409 | we * HE ay 1609 AS fy 1734 
a TF 1418 fet sy 160 | RB RM ad 1760 
iat Ff 1419 $e yy 2077 FAN %a%9 1762 
ae Ff 1420 | Be fF hy 1615 We a9 1763 
e Ft 1423 te ho 1616 | Y 1776 
fee Ft 1424 | LL * PL Ny? 1629 4H yi 
& Be ay 1425 DL NY 1631 | ae BR yo 1809 
i ay 1426 WL Ny 1632 ee yy 1810 
we EB at 27 | Pt a9 1639 ae vy 1812 
fie nt 1428 HL 19 1640 | & Te ZY 1813 
2 At 1429 it a9 1641 if Dy 1814 
es vt 1430 | JH AR *O 1650 1 Jy 1815 
mH BL a7 1436 HA *y «62206 | WS AY) Kad” 1823 
Bh Ya7 1437 | OB Yay 1654 tii Ka 1824 
# EF vay 1459 AE ya 1655 A = Ea 1825 
BH vay 1460 | B He Yad 1662 | J SR JY 1834 
Me vay 1461 Be Yar 1663 ia 7) 1835 
mu 1478 Me sad 1664 ta 7) 1843 
ye as 1479 HE vay «61665 | FE PE NY 1853 
Be + 1480 | & oe nt 1666 Bt NY 1854 
g” Bl 27 1482 es at 7 | & @ ay 1857 
A 77 1483 | & TE a7 1673 sd ay 1858 
i 77 1484 ea a9 164 | A F4 1867 
el Sy 1489 Nee 39 1675 1A F4 1868 
it sy 140 | BO OB ay 1688 | O° OR 7 1874 
RB Ee AY 1549 ia #71687 GH 79 1875 
eR ar 150 | a Yay 1684 33 75 1877 
WB FR Yay 1551 ng Yay 1685 fet (7)* 1878 
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es ww yo 1879 Ny 29° 1973 AY wy 11K3 
3 vo 1980 | mM wy K 2047 | 2 #& > 279 
Li yo 1881 ax K 2048 we 3 2180 
ez Je 1889 ne K 2049 BS 3 2181 
ia 3 1990 | OBA cE 2007 | & FR Fy 2187 
Be ARR A 1903 he tc 2088 EX FY 2188 
ES A 1904 Wei — 2009 | & Be Fad 2190 
a Ay 1 | # ° ZS *° 2103 fe Fad 20 
1 Ay 1912 ES AD «2106 | ae | BR a> 2206 
% We *ay 1932 He (RD)? 207 3R ay 2207 
Re kay 1933 ES RO 2108 | & fe xt 2213 
fF  4a9 1934 | B Be Ja 1 ai A 2215 
Bsa +39 1935 ie Sa 22 | me Bie At 123 
BoB AY 1938 Ra Ya 2113 rive At 2204 
faz AY 1939 | BY OT 4 N24 We At 2295 
= hy 1959 fet 4 25 | &7 # > 2230 
57.8 ho 1900 | & F&F #7 1133 ah ey 2231 
Ju Fil + 1966 = #7 134 | & $8 +4 2284 
AL + 1997 | KX KR LY 2135 i re 2985 
3 J 1970 Rea Ay 2136 
Fe ) 2252 I wy NY 
a 29 1972 By wy 22 
Endnotes 


“PC” = phonetic component 
1 PC alone at right side (excludes #8, #/, %) 1’ Nothing above PC (excludes %, ##) 


2 PC is character itself, or is alone at right 2 PC not covered by X (excludes 3, etc.) 
side (excludes J, PH, etc.) 


3 PC not at left side (excludes if) 

4 PC at right side (excludes 4, fii, etc.) 

5 PC not at bottom (excludes %, etc.) 

6 PC not at left side (excludes 44) 

7 PC alone at right side (excludes ‘ff, etc.) 


13 PC not bounded by enclosure (excludes #4) 
4 PC at left side (excludes ##) 

16 PC at center or right side (excludes Hl) 

16 PC at left side (excludes #) 

17 PC at one side (excludes ) 

8 PC not on top (excludes i) 

is PC alone at right side (excludes fit, etc.) 
2 PC not on top of anything (excludes %, #) 
2 PC at right side (excludes @) 


8 PC is character itself, or is alone at right 
side (excludes 4) 


2 Clalone atop + (excludes #2) 
10 PC at right side (excludes %&) 


Regular On-Yomi Groups 





SELECTED COMPOUNDS WITH 
IRREGULAR READINGS 


The following list was adapted from the appendix to the proposed changes to the 
Joyo Kanji List (tre HSH ICBS SR, Ministry of Education, Council 
on Culture, Subcommittee on Japanese Language, April 2010). 


HAA St 
ING BHR 
ie a 
TRE 5S 
BAM O<v 
Ae wep 
KK di 
YER | 3S 
FLEE 3 
So 
POR oHO< 
SBR OARS 
WL /1AR 
BU 
KA BLE 
ak 8kh 
LEE / {AEE 
Bis 





BMY SA 


tomorrow 

adzuki bean 

woman diver 

sulfur 

pride, self-respect; 
backbone 

country, rural district 
breath 

sea, ocean 

wet nurse 

inconstancy; love affair; 
fickleness 

be fickle, be flippant, be 


restless 


smiling face, smile 


uncle (younger than one’s 
parent)/uncle (older than 
one’s parent) 


adult 
virgin, maiden 


aunt (younger than one’s 


parent)/aunt (older than 
one’s parent) 


BED SA policeman 


HAA Sas 
BEB / BERR 
BEY 
EEX A PESA 
APBE SS 
WE PL 
Sua | OL 


sacred wine/sake; sake 


main house/wing 
mother 


sacred (Shinto) music 
and dancing 
riverside; fish market 


blacksmith 





Jaa aed (common) cold 
RIE (%& HK) 
DIEF (ENT) 
(to anxiously hold one’s) 
breath 
RA D4 kana, Japanese syllabary 
bye = ae mosquito net 
AB #& Dht money order, exchange 


PEL JR 


DDS dry riverbed, river beach 
HEH «17 yesterday 
SA #43 today 
RM <M fruit 
EK <43& — expert, master hand 
AA its this morning 
= WLS scenery, landscape 
CHE 225 feeling, mood 
Ey iE Zee this year 
ACH xk rice-planting girl; girl 
Jue AR pas small fish, small fry 
FEL xUX reviewing stand, box, 

gallery 

BLMAS 

XLODAS 

hinder, complicate; object 

AA SBA rice sprouts 
FLA RY %47n early summer rain 
heasg| L<n —_ Iate fall/early winter rain 
FUE Lolf tail 
Wr JJ L#t. bamboo sword 
EAR Lict old shop 
amen Lig. lawn, turf 
tHAK Lag — pure/clear water 





SRR 


EDA 
BU 
LF 
Ax 
A 
Ein 7 


Led&#tA samisen (three-stringed 


instrument) 
Let) gravel, ballast 
Ut Buddhist rosary 
Us33° — skillful, proficient 
L5** —_~white/gray hair 
L49& amateur, novice, outsider 
Lot [LiF] 


December 


Dae / are 


HARE 
Be 
i) 3 
AW 
W538 < 


LY 


JER 


AES 
cl 
FEU 
HEH 


a 
Fiz 9 
{a Rohe 
bene 


FES tea-ceremony arbor 

Fbd sumo wrestling 

EDN) Japanese sandals, zori 

bu festival car, float 

sole) long sword 

725M _ leave, depart, evacuate; 
take refuge; vacate, quit 

tildt Festival of the Weaver 
[star Vega]; the Star 
Festival (July 7) 

EO Japanese [digitated] 
socks, tabi 

Bc infant, child 

Du*z6 1st day of the month 

D*P# artificial hill 

el) rainy season (of early 
summer) 

T2lEZ unevenness, roughness; 
imbalance 

TOF help, assist, lend a hand 


TAEtA lighter, jolly (boat) 


+I +H 


SSA 
Fat 
BCE 
aes 
MA 
ba: 
BA 
SLX A 


Cada casting net 

talte&A manifold, multitude 
téxA father, daddy, papa 

CATS clock, watch 

¢2*£9 sutra chanting 

ets friends 

%29& go-between, matchmaker 
Hw parting; memory; remains 
wren snowslide, avalanche 
(cu\SA older brother 


tii A RASA 


EF BS 
Phi) 
et 


DS 
MWe 
ld Dt 


a de 


(S725 
=+H tom 
PeiRH sas cid 
—J vey 
AA = =oosy 
ake YY fon 
=A hon 
WR Sadik 
FR «4 
pb NP 
vf SU 
HA £ve 
Hog £m 
Bo £0x5 
+E ae 
AF orc 
AR gs Dota 
wi 86S 
ALRE BAU 
THE = BA 
may bsV 
NAER 6645 
AJB bP 
KA = PEE 
ONZE. PHU 
WK | be 
{tT ii OKA 
ae  £t 
BAR pz5e 
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older sister; waitress, 
girl; miss 

the fields 

Shinto ritual prayer 
doctor, PhD 


twenty years old 


twenty days; 20th of the 
month 


wharf, quay 
one person 
weather 
two persons 


two days; 2nd of the 
month 


snowstorm 

unskillful, clumsy 
room, chamber 

lost child 

serious, sober, earnest 
deep red 


deep blue; paleness, 
ghastliness 


souvenir 




















son 
glasses, spectacles 
stalwart; veteran 

fall colors 

cotton, cotton cloth 
nearest, nearby 

rigged affair, fixed game 
greengrocer; jack-of-all- 
trades 

(old name for Japan) 


third month (of the lunar 
calendar), March 


informal summer kimono 
one’s whereabouts 


storyteller’s hall, variety 
hall 


youth, young man 








UNDERSTANDING KANJI COMPOUNDS 


This appendix lists the principal ways that kanji are combined into compounds. 
Even though these word-formation patterns are generally self-evident, it is useful 
to take time out at a relatively early stage in your study to consider the ways kanji 
are put together to create meaning. I recommend you do this right after studying 
entry 0402 4, by which time you will be familiar with all of the kanji used in the 
main examples below. 

Note that I have excluded kun-yomi compounds, whose construction tends 
to be even more transparent than that of o”-yomi compounds. For more detailed 
explanation and for lists of illustrative examples, I refer you to Habein & Mathias’s 
The Complete Guide to Everyday Kanji (Kodansha International). 


Subject—Predicate 


The first kanji (A) carries out an action indicated by the second kanji (B): 
TW LUD “city-establish” = municipal 
El Ar <9 “country-own” = state-owned, national 
AL UAZS “human-manufacture” = man-made 


Verb—Object 


B is the object of an action indicated by A (these compounds mostly come from 
Chinese and reflect Chinese syntax): 


eet EUs “read-book” = reading a book, reading 


ames £36A “defend against-sound” = soundproof 
RE tO “decide-mind” = resolution, determination 
Ae m5e<  “have-poison” = poisonous 

EA 53%< “concentrate-eye” = attention, notice 

EE 6@3\C5 “stationed-Japan” = stationed in Japan 


Object-Verb 


A is the object of an action indicated by B (these compounds, relatively few in 
number, were mostly coined in Japan and reflect Japanese syntax): 


AVE AVVX< “rice-cultivate” = rice crop 
AE IX<La<  “meat-eat” = meat-eating, meat diet 


Modifier—Modified 


A functions as an adjective describing B: 


BA LAUA  “new-person” = rookie; newcomer 
She B23 + “outside-intercourse” = diplomacy 








r BK 6&<WA  “bamboo-forest” = bamboo forest 
me AS &<lsA “read-book” = reading book, reader 
FAG 43643 “early-morning” = early morning 


A functions as an adverb modifying B: 
ANKE ov. — “not-pleasant” = unpleasant, disagreeable 
ig: A kUcS ~~ “every-day” = every day 
Fh tlE9 “in advance-defend against” = prevention, precaution 
HRD XW “most-later” = last, final 
RIED &TWM “not yet-decide” = undecided, pending 


Compounding of a Single Kanji 


A is repeated to create a plural: 
Rec “country-country” = countries, nations 
Ke bhbh “self-self” = we 
A is repeated to emphasize a meaning: 
FR 4549 (=lsPl£>) “quick-quick” = quickly, without delay 
Be bsPLOPL “former times-former times” = Once upon a time... 


Compounding of Kanji with Similar Meanings 


A and B merely confirm each other’s meaning: 

BRAK LAWA “thick woods-forest” = forest, woodland 

FILTS XALTS “prohibit-stop” = prohibit 

RESTS ULweIl5t¢S “gather-combine” = gather, assemble 
(The above pattern results in part from the need for multisyllabic words to avoid 
confusion in speech - whether in Japanese or in the original Chinese. This helps 


explain the existence of compounds in which one kanji seems to add little or noth- 
ing to the meaning of the other.) 


A and B strengthen each other’s meaning: 
KR 2aKWk “wide-big” = vast, expansive, grand 
HOD léh#hO “ten thousand-whole” = perfect, infallible 


A and B combine senses to denote a specific meaning: 


3644 (2%. “open up-clear” = invention, contrivance 
Oi 2323 “intercourse-pass” = traffic; transportation; communication 
HE Lb< “ear-eye” = eyes and ears; one’s attention 


Compounding of Kanji with Opposite or Complementary Meanings 


A and B together suggest opposite things, a choice, or a range between extremes: 
Ta S19 “left-right” = right and left 


HE eke “there is-nothing” = existence, presence; yes or no 
dese Us3alf  “above-below” = high and low; rise and fall 
Ky KWL “big-small” = large and small; size 


Understanding Kanji Compounds 














Aand B together suggest complementary things, or a general category that includes 
them both: 


5c (duvide “sell-buy” = buying and selling, trade 

DH LALA “mind-body” = mind and body 

IK xAT UN “mountain-water” = landscape 

SEE AE “father-mother” = father and mother, parents 


HLA %398< (=<&%) “grass-tree” = trees and plants, vegetation 


Three-Kanji Compounds 


A is a prefix to B and C: 


AAG = Ltn “private-life” = one’s private life 
FALE USLeA  “plain-employee” = mere clerk 
C is a suffix to A and B: 


NFR (23H <UX “school entrance-ceremony” = school entrance ceremony 
TH 250609 “construction-middle” = under construction 

A and B are a prefix to C: 
fe ER GUALS “without humans-island” = uninhabited island 


B and C are a suffix to A: 
PM kw SU< “bamboo-craftsmanship” = bamboo work, bamboo crafts 


A, B, and C combine without prefix or suffix: 
KH) ub 03L49 “big-middle-small” = large, medium, and small 
“AA RAD ov “year-month-day” = date 


Compounds of Greater than Three Kanji 


These are combinations of smaller units: 
HEE A tupArou “birth-date” = birth date 
ERASE AE SMHILPEAL “parking-prohibit” = No Parking 
BRREAR 23AGAWWAN “public safety-committee” = Public Safety 
Commission 


Abbreviations 


HA &3#v), short for RRA (£3%£5£VO<, University of Tokyo) 
Hk (c+2A, short for H ASR{T (coIFA¥AZ4, Bank of Japan) 


Repeating Graphical Elements 


Many compounds combine two kanji with similar graphical elements (e.g., 1H, 
iB, Gade, ER, SRR, UA, FAH, *#H, etc.) whose common element is often 
suggestive of the meaning of the compound. This can be used as a clue when read- 
ing, and for remembering the meanings of such compounds. 
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KANJI FOR COUNTRIES AND REGIONS 


Where space is at a premium, writers often abbreviate the names of countries 
and geographical regions using the first kanji of their old (often Chinese-based) 
phonetic spellings. For example, # +‘ 7 may be used as an abbreviation for 3/5 
= X+ 2 (Chinese pinyin: Moxige), such as in the phrase Hs (\° 5(3<, Japan and 
Mexico, Japanese-Mexican). The following table includes a selected list of these 
kanji, alphabetized by country/region name, with entry numbers in this book. 


0819 
0234 
0545 
2204 
1184 
0332 
1147 
0035 
1012 
1385 
0811 
0346 
0231 
2116 
1406 


pay 
KK 


SS He tS oe oo Nt 


ih 
EN 
ye 
{ft 


7 
At 
T 
my) 
IN\D 
If 
vy) 
Fa. 


Africa 

America, United States 
Asia 

Australia 

Brazil 

Britain, England 
Canada 

China 

China 

Europe 

France 

Germany 

India 

Indonesia 


Italy 


0001 
0236 
0145 
0662 
0336 
0179 
0536 
2205 
1489 
0123 
1907 
0795 
0949 
2105 
1112 


H 
All 


& 


it 


Ge oot OD GR Rt Oe a NE Be 


Japan 

Japan 

Korea 

(South) Korea 
Malaysia 
Manchuria 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Netherlands, Holland 
Philippines 
Russia 

Spain 

Taiwan 
Thailand 


Vietnam 














TABLE OF GRAPHEME MEANINGS 


The meanings attached to individual graphical units are introduced and reintro- 
duced, as you need them, throughout the main entries section. For this reason, you 
will not find it necessary to study the graphemes as a preliminary step to learning 
the kanji. However, you may on occasion find it helpful to look up the meaning(s) 
assigned to a grapheme, and to find the number of the entry where the grapheme 
is first introduced. The table that follows is provided to serve this purpose. 


Format and Arrangement 


Graphemes are listed in order of increasing stroke count. Graphemes having the 
same stroke count are arranged by the number of the entry where each grapheme 
is first introduced, shown along the left side of each column. When an addition- 
al meaning for a grapheme is introduced at a later point in the main entries, a 
number in parentheses to the right of the meaning indicates the entry where that 
meaning is introduced. 


Scope and Purpose 


This table is not intended to be comprehensive, but simply to be helpful to the 
user. It is not a complete list of character graphemes, nor is it a table of radicals 
according to the traditional system. It refers to “graphemes” (meaningful contras- 
tive graphical units) rather than “radicals,” because it lists these forms regard- 
less of whether they are designated by tradition as semantic roots. For a list of 
the traditional radicals, I refer you to the “Quick Reference Radical Chart” in the 
Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary, which shows all 214 radicals printed in each 
of their forms, along with their Japanese names. 

This table should also not be used for looking up the conventional meanings 
of the graphical elements contained herein. In keeping with this book’s uncon- 
strained approach to learning and remembering characters, some graphemes are 
assigned meanings that depart from tradition. For example, the form is assigned 
the simple, visualizable meaning “doorman,” in place of its conventional meaning 
“mythical emperor Yu.” In a few cases, a distinguishing set of strokes has been 
interpreted as a grapheme even though it has not traditionally been considered a 
distinct unit (e.g., -: stately crown/stately rooftop). In a few other cases, a vari- 
ant form is assigned a different meaning from its parent form; for example, the 
A in @ is interpreted as a “roof,” even though it is by etymology a variant of A 
(human being). Wherever the meanings listed in this table depart from tradition, 
they are printed in italics. Conversely, traditional grapheme meanings that are not 
used in this course, or that apply only when the grapheme appears as a stand-alone 
kanji, are shown in brackets [ ]. Graphemes that are interpreted opportunistically 
according to the appearance of the kanji they form part of are labeled “(various).” 

To keep the list to a manageable length, priority was given to those graphemes 

















that do not appear as stand-alone kanji in this book, and therefore cannot be 
found in the main indexes. Next priority was given to stand-alone kanji that were 
deemed to require special attention for one or more of the following reasons: (a) 
they were assigned a special or specific interpretation when used as a component 
grapheme, (b) they have important variant forms, or (c) they appear as component 
graphemes either in a large number of kanji, or in kanji that do not appear con- 
secutively in the main entries. 

Some grapheme variants do not appear in this table. Traditional forms are only 
listed if they appear in one or more kanji listed in this book. Variant forms whose 
stroke count differs from the parent form appear both with the parent form and 
also separately, according to their own stroke count, with a cross-reference to the 
parent form. For example, four-stroke [+] appears with its five-stroke parent 7, 
but also separately in the four-stroke section, with a cross-reference to 7X. On the 
other hand, graphemes whose parent form is not listed (because it is not used in 
this book) are listed only under their own stroke count. For example, [++] is only 
listed in the 3-stroke section, even though it derives from the six-stroke parent 
form Hh, 


If a Certain Grapheme Cannot Be Found in This Table... 


...it is likely to be one that is also a stand-alone kanji, which can therefore be 
found in the main indexes. Also, because of the way the kanji are arranged and 
cross-referenced in the main entries, users who in the course of studying come 
across a grapheme they have forgotten may wish to look in the preceding several 
entries for the necessary cross-reference, even before turning to this table. 





ee os APSTROKE ©, gant arm bent at elbow (pointing 
0160 L breast o102 oo ee) 
sharp hook (0313) ; 
0105 *- man lying flat e 
ORG (ek OEE Se AES forward gaze (with 5%) (0855) 
os 2STROKES ee {human being, person, man] 
0005 + f ten 0120 KE; spoon 
abundant, complete person fallen on his rear, seated 
cross shape, cross-shaped plant person 
needle (0556) 0149 J cliff 
0010 /\ ae 0159 VY arm bent at elbow (pointing 
[eight] forward; cf. /\) 
0015 A 4 human being, person, man pointing forward 
0015 “~ roof, covering 0166 “J wrap up, wrap around 
[human being, person, man] elephant 
0058 X hand 0231 seal 
0065 «> cover (cf. E) 
0083 JL human legs 0278 7 second(ary) 
legs ae sigs ice (0675) 
roots (1e., “legs” of a plan 296 F tai 
m8 12 power arenas foee | ag x Sela 
plow i 
0085 JJ IJ sword, knife ae 
cut, slice ; 
0089 Zs eae 0297 [oo (various) 


self, private hiding container (1803) 
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0425 J | 
0425 JL 
0437 J J 
0528 7 


0628 3 4 
0726 


114 f 
1782 J4 


0019 [1 A 


0022 JI 
0027 7 
0030 Et 


0033 A 7 
0034 7} 

0037 Ly i *™ 
0045 “> 

0046 + 

0055 % 

0056 + 

0064 


0068 § 
0068 =f 
0070 -& 
0075 [J 
0093 & 4 


0094 -S- F 
0099 *” 


o108 IC 


02 % 


Appendix 6 


wind 

wind-blown tent 
table 

tablecloth 

T-shaped intersection 
town subsection 
nail (1024) 

(various) 

numeral 5 

broken body 

[seal] 

(cf. HY) 

pointing downward 
{divination] 

pull away 
[possessive particle] 


mouth 

opening 

entrance 

box (0068) 

river 

(see 4-stroke 7K) 

soil, land, earth 

place, locality, area (0320) 
big 

small 

mountain 

roof, house, home 

(see 4-stroke F) 

(see 6-stroke 11) 

(see 4-stroke -L) 
outstretched arm 

[sun, a bit of] 

hills 

bills around edge of town 


town 

walls around edge of town 
spear 

[shoot] 

enclosure, border 
precinct 

box 

woman 

child, baby 

(various) 

[small] 

manufacture; workmanship, 


work 
construction 


child 


0114 2 & 4 (at bottom) crossed legs 


0121 + 


0137 *” 


0141 = =. 


0147 2 


0149 J 
0158 3 3 


0187 th 
0203 IJ 
0217 4 
0227 


0233 (2 
0248 FF 
0265 4 
0350 -k 


0408 —F 
0421 5 9 
0426 tA 


0469 tT 


0614 4 
0652 + 


0700 sx 
0872 2 
1539 


1629 FL 


(at top) angled rooftop (0119) 
(at top) summit (1376) 
grass, herbs 

plants 

radiate from 

converge upon 


[small] 


claw 
three-fingered hand 
pitchfork, shovel 


comb, bristle 
hair, fur 
(various) 


slanting roof, shelter, garage 
[dotted cliff] 


truck, dray 


move forward, conveyance 
scorpion 

cloth 

(see 4-stroke *) 


snugly-fitting lid 
jit 


deceased, die 
door 

buttocks (0488) 
[corpse] 
evening 

moon 


military man, samurai 
man of learning 


dry 


bow 

self 

kneeling self 

wrap up, roll up (0457) 

two hands 

twenty (1051) 

(various) 

wooden block/tablet 

talented person reaching out to 
grab something 

[genius, talent] 

(see 6-stroke *) 


stretch one’s legs 
stretch 


person relaxing on floor 
[blade of grass] 


spread widely 
carpenter’s table (1633) 
[commonplace, mediocre] 








0001 H 
0023 HAN 


0026 KW kw 
0027 7K Y °K 


0028 AK F 


0035 “F 

0036 = 

0042 1k It 
0046 + 
0056 fy Pp 
0065 JIL 7m 
0070 = 

0072 £ 

0073 £ 

0088 4 


0101 
0105 ff 
0107 % 
0116 2 # 
0126 
0147 FF 
0158 x 
071 W 
0173 A 
0193 FT 


0215 A 
0223 z 
0246 AC 


0248 Ja 





day 


sun 


moon, month 
meat, flesh (abbreviating 9) 


body part (abbreviating P39) 
shelf (1471) 

fire, flames 

water 

liquid 

tree, species of tree 


wood, timber 
middle 


(see 5-stroke /£) 

stop 

hand, arm 

heart, mind 

claw 

spear 

king 

(see 5-stroke +) 

divide 

part 

writings, learning, culture 

letter, script 

(see 5-stroke Bf) 

old, elders 

buried underground 

(parent form is 4 0629) 

cattle 

vapor 

vapor escaping from container 

Japanese torii gate 

[put together, make even] 

(see 3-stroke 3_) 

woolly mammoth, generic furry 
beast 

[do not] 

person, person running 

direction, side 

hacksaw 

cut 

[axe] 

inside 

cloud 

strike 

hand holding “the rod” 

taking direct action upon 
something 

(cf. 3-stroke ) 

door, doorframe 

roof, top part of a structure 


0277 7K 


0293 KZ 


0311 # 
0337 R 


0372 =: 
0373 & 


0487 = 
0489 2s 
0517 & 
0705 1< 
0716 7 


0856 + 
0922 Hr 


1136 CY 
1471 
1622 4 


1816 A 


0020 HA 
0021 A 


0027 2K 
0036 7E = 


0043 1b 7e 
0047 FA 
0067 WZ ¥ 
0070 1X. 
0073 -k £ 


0076 
0105 Bb: HE 


0148 ¥< 


yawning/gaping mouth 

lack, gap 

dog 

smallish four-legged creature 
(see 5-stroke 7) 

digger 

(shaku] 

courtier 

[ninth in a series] 


branch, limb 
skill 


hair 

bent arm reaching down 
lance 

(see 6-stroke 4) 


death 
bone 


(see 6-stroke 4) 
wooden block/tablet 
[half of split tree] 
(see 5-stroke Jj[]) 

coat rack 

nine 

[soldier; die] 

fang, tusk 

(cf. 5-stroke 7) 


rice field 

head 

eye 

item, subdivision 

(see 4-stroke 7K) 

life, grow 

be born, give birth to 

growing plant 

(4-stroke form: “growing 
plant” only) 

right, correct 

upright, straight 

container 

[employ] 

stand 

man standing 

guided spear 

[fifth in a series] 

gem 

round or spherical object 

white 

mother 

{do not] 

outspread legs 

[dotted tent] 
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g319 


0397 7% 7 
0403 44 fi 
0479 EX; 
0521 £ 


0559 KK 


0572 JE 


0617 7° 
0669 1 
0710 
0814 


B) awe 


0814 


0824 


= 


0993 
1042 
1136 JE 


1193 bo ot 
1243 7" 


nt 3 


1253 6 
1816 
1820 Fe 
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saw 

[suddenly; while] 

lightning bolt 

halberd 

(see 10-stroke 1) 

plate 

neatly bundled rice stalks, rice 

grain 

ladder, accumulate 

(see 6-stroke /) 

government official 

(cf. 6-stroke BE) 

show 

altar to the gods 

pointing upward 

piercing through layers 

[report to (a superior)] 

stately crown 

stately rooftop 

net 

“wide net of the law”/the 
authorities (0417) 

eye (2278) 

hole, cave 

stone, rock 

foundation, base 

pegged pole 

steps, stages 

arrow 

tools and measures 

straight 


broken, deformed 
[bolt of cloth] 


illness 
boop rolling 
(see 6-stroke 4) 


possible, approve 
“okay” gesture 


officiate, administer 
desk of an official or administrator 


bookshelf 
[counter for books] 


noteworthy tree 

sweet 

rabbit 

rabbit ears 

older brother 

glowing, shining, brilliant (does 
not apply to “7, $, or 37) 

straight 

(see 4-stroke 4°) 

fang (cf. 4-stroke 4) 


0055 77 7 15 go 
act 
either side of a road (as 4} ) (0661) 
0057 HY ear 
0079 4 hand writing with brush 
0081 A nose 
self 
0112 FR thread, string, cord, rope 
line (0210) 
continuity (0354) 
0216 FY BON meat, flesh 
body part 


(cf. 4-stroke 1) 
0234 KF rice 
0243 7 ** ~— bamboo 
bamboo instrument 
counting, figuring 
keeping records 


0250 42 arrive 
come to 
0282 # (see 7-stroke 2) 
0282 Ik ROE stop 
limit, boundary 
little boy 
0343 Hh insect, worm 
0418 14 feather 
wing 
0451 X connect with, concern 
barricade 
blossoms from heaven (1251) 
0456 * tally stick 
0490 == = F sheep, goat 
0528 color 
eros 
0547 PY Hi = box/basket with handle 
[west] 
0580 mixing cauldron 
0637 ** hand presenting sacrificial 


meat offering 


0668 Fit i small boat 


boat 
0700 # % 4 
4% + JX garment, clothing 
0748 Fi high-ranking official 
(cf. 5-stroke 3) 
0774 Dh flame-heated griddle 


[repetition] 
0786 & cabin 

[each, every] 
0912 HEE tiger 
0935 HR stab 
0961 SH: dance 


[opposite, contrary] 





1582 % 


1643 Fe # 
1756 IH 


1827 Jk 


1932 $e 
2042 ts 
2054 


Fy 
2109 Il 
2168 3+ 


0218 AX 
0282 BE 


0299 K F 


0342 #4 fi 
0484 Fe 
0510 fie 
0531 


0647 
0796 Fa A 


0300 
0995 4r 


1097 3K 


1193 bf 


vehicle unloading cargo 

[spears] 

three-blade rotary tiller 

[plow] 

three men looking at something 
that has drawn their attention 


[this] 

budding stalks 
[showing signs of] 
pinch, hold between 
relative 


(various) 
[mortar] 


roots 
{and] 


put together 


foot, leg, step 
say 

speech, word 
body 
shellfish, shell 


money, wealth 
see, look at 


vehicle, car 
wheel 


run 


carry (a container) forward 
[wall-enclosed road] 


bean, pea 

pea-sized 

pig 

good 

good little boy 
crudely tied rice bundles 
(divide, distinguish] 
horn, antenna 
retainer 

dragon 

village 

person 


swaddled baby 
liquor bottle, liquor 


ferment 

sharp stimulus 

remaining, excess 

carrying excessive load of wood 
person splashing in water 
[seek] 

(see 5-stroke Jt) 


1288 


1478 
1596 


2206 S 


0025 4 


0029 —& 


0068 % 


0091 f& 
0130 Fy 


0154 Ry 


0268 ff 
0443 FH 


0447 FY 
o4g5 


2 car al Bp 


1421 


Gat A 


1432 


tt 


1438 Z# 
1608 # 
2267 & 





sparks 


fragments 
[likeness] 


typist 
[Kingdom of Wu] 


Jishing net 
{not until] 


badger 





small bird 
metal 

gold 

money 

very short person standing on box 
long 

blue 

clear 


pure 
calm 


rain, raincloud, raindrops, 
atmospheric moisture 
(see 9-stroke ££) 

easy 

(cf. 9-stroke #) 

gate 

bind/bound 

chessboard (1796) 

not, non-, un-, wrong 
door (0741) 

Siamese twins 

straight, direct, upright 
put straight, correct 
careful study 

library 

washcloth 

stable 

exemption 

escaping rabbit 
unusual, odd 


large person in odd position 
balancing atop object 


growing child 

Lenjoy] 

earth’s crust 

fland] 

emperor buried with legs crossed 
[surmounting a hill] 

hand spraying water bose 
[slave] 

mischievous elephant 
[interrogative adverb] 
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0150 & 
0156 A 


0157 
0208 & # # 


0301 


0443 


TH 


0464 


0586 


0592 
0801 


Et 
4a 


0863 
0945 


1081 Fg 


1124 


Sp kT 
ay 


B 
1212 
1481 Fa 


1678 Fe 
1872 
1874 By 
1903 Ex 





0507 i RE 
0659 S HE 
0712 & # 
0917 3 

1132 2 
1286 fA fa 
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sound 
head 
[page] 
head 


eat 
food 


article 
(various) 
difficult 
[expand; bright] 
(cf. 8-stroke ) 


exceed, over- 
fevil, dishonest] 


pig commando 
[drive out} 
leather 


ceremonial liquor bottle 
[tribal chief] 


overlap, duplicate, double, fold 


package of sliced meat 
[hollow/scoop out] 


framed bookcase 
[flat, level] 


give 

[lead to] 

drum standing on its side 
grain silo 

[brimming liquor bottle] 


straight 
[right, correct] 


doorman 
[mythical emperor Yu] 


monkey 


(various) 
[cover with a veil] 


dragon 
leather 


Han scholar-official 
[violet (32) 


scaffolding structure 
[put together] 


long-necked bird 
tripod cauldron 


1336 5e 
1792 % 


0340. & 
0492 fA fi 
0831 Ef 


0852 JeK 
1118 Ta 


1128 ¢€ 
1134 
1222 
1434 #4 


1436 BH 


0952 


1087 HX 
1358 34 


1578 
1813 & 
2223 fie * 


0926 #e 


1466 BE 


1659 & 
1662 3 
1809 52 





bird, species of bird 





no more 
{do/be not] 


hair 





fish 

responsibility, blame 

mounting layers 

hemp 

Jruit merchant carrying old basket 

[only] 

bird pointing with arrow 

arrogant and lazy person 
crossing arms and legs 

(handsome, broad] 

build up 

[before, formerly] 

the round earth 

{cultivation] 

well-rounded child 

[wall-building] 





big fun 

[burn gradually] 

spear-bearing guard standing in 
the sun 


big servant 
[thicket] 


tall 
seashell swollen to bursting 
dry 


[be worn out] 





righteousness 

righteous ritual of sheep sacrifice 
criminal 

[law] 


grasp 

pad with fluffy lining 
fruiting tree, cotton plant 
[chirping] 





0507 HE 


(see 10-stroke #) 
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TABLE OF RELATED AND LOOK-ALIKE KANJI 


This table arranges kanji into groups that highlight similarities and differences 
in their graphical forms. Use this table for review at a relatively advanced stage 
in your study of the kanji—for example, by testing whether you can recall each 
kanji’s keyword(s), as well as a kun word or sample compound. 


Format and Arrangement 


Groups are divided by horizontal lines, but have been arranged so as to allow 
instructive comparisons among adjacent groups in many instances. Note that 
many kanji appear in multiple (often adjacent) groups, while some kanji do not 
appear in any group. 

Groups appear in ascending order of their lowest entry number. Where two or 
more groups begin at the same entry, they are further arranged by their highest 
entry number. Within each group, kanji appear in the order of their individual 
entry numbers, so a quick glance at these will allow you to determine how far 
through a group you have studied. 

Groups related primarily or exclusively by a shared radical have mostly been 
excluded; to test yourself on these, use the Radical Index. In some cases part of 
a radical-based group has been included as a supplement to what appears in the 
Radical Index (for example, the related pair & and & are shown, since & is not 
listed under Radical 173 fii). 








FL ooo? |: BA 1305 || FE 0085 | eS || C778 «| «PRE 9 
= 0220 | HA 1826 | ff = 643 | Se 080 | E23 || fe 0877 
ah 9222 | He 0025 «| HY 0bkk | E081 S| FeO «| SL CST 
He 0326 | Ye = 1328 «| sy = oes | ds | ROS S| CFL 2239 
FX 0008 «|| «1090 :«| «TE 0043 | C87 | FRE OCON2G «| «CGT 
~~ 0397 | 7K 0027 | BE 02466 | AE nose | OTs | C298 
FL oo | 7K 1690 | RE 0308 | HE 91 | LA 0066 | BR 1299 
FL rz || HKCtos| Esso | E854 | 1354 | E1300 
Fy 008s | He 0032: | «FEC | Ff dbs | Cones | FE oor 
JJ 0085 | Be 81373: | «FE ote | OF Caza? | RF nowy | BR o702 
Woe? | «R88 | HE era s| RF onyez =| HA) tzgz | EY 1183 
F 007 | 2 1689 | fe ooss | fh 2103 | BRE 1268 | FR 1361 
- 40a | SR 2062 | HE 1603 | MP 2214 | BE 1264 | FR] 1362 
HA 0o2e «| $e 2063 | FE 1604 | Ae tes | R165 | E0072 









































#0073 || KE ots | Step | BE a5 | HE oan 
7 007% «| «HWE ns | SR | FE oot BY 0155 
0075 | 3S iz | BE Oo | BE oonss | Sogn 
A 007% | 4 Os | Se one | BE 2008 | EX ots 
HA ©9670 | Ee | FA oo | BE Oona «| PY ons 
3H ez | BE Ones | «Amt || HE ose | EY ootse 
1H «1103 «| 4H ot | Zoo | FEO «| So 
44 1186 | Ye ote | Atte | Ra «| R779 
fH 85 | E033 «| ota | Eta | oor 
B07 | fe 6s | FE oma | {oom | tse 
A 078s | E572 || Hoa | FE | Ets 
4z 0078 | Pe «573 | BE oss | PE ota9 | ots 
Ke 2230 | ye sme | TK oto | GE Ot | oot 
ae 2231 | BE75 | FE ont | ARs | EO 
= 0079 | A wn | Be 0593 | Hote | th 
3 0000 | HE O9t2 | FE Otte «| AY os8 | ong 
A oz | 4 oot? | JK onta2s| sR i059 | 1325 
Fl onos3 | onsen | FRO S| «Hote | BS 2005 
A 0s37 | 0629 || AE o2t53 | WY 2221 | YH 
Ty) 008s | AE 0630 «|| «EG sont23 % 07 | FL 0160 
#5 1566 | F% 0107 | He 0746 | FA] 0722 | YR nen 
4y 90s | Se «oo7o7 | BE otga7 | AY o723 | FLL 159 
ye 0009 || 92s]: SEK SsCéi756 «| F724 «| FL tO 
f oo | SE 1443 | FR ote S| ESCs LL 
ye «0510 | heh | YR O07 | «BE Oto s | L380 
Fe «= 2019 | gus | RO] Ct S| «FLL 59 
cee = 2020 | HB = 1446 | R073 | BB t297 «|| AL s1094 
He 2021 | Fe o7 | ye 097 | BA 1306 | Be ot 
Ff 009% | FH 027 | BR 0975 | WF 1593 | BA ote 
> 063 | #h 0244 | FR 0976 | PAR 159 | BB 0513 
Fr ek | Rtas | 0977s |: CTs 
J 0958 | we 1448 | A 0978 | Tee 0620 | SE 1054 
Fe 00% | FR 1449 | FF 0130s] R021 | E1055 
3 0097 | fA «450 «| Ee 0831 | FER 622 | e194 
Ae oo | Tots | ett77?s«| PEt | 083 
woo | Be us | OTs | AE O83] F085 
7X 02 | Gy 14s | Be 0705 | BE wis | Fe 1209 
7e oe | FG to | BE one | FE 179 | HOGA 


> 
ac! 
3 
® 
3 
Q. 
x 
NI 








FE 0687 
ZF 0688 
Ai} 0166 
A] 0167 
Hy 1070 
Wi} 1090 
RJ 1045 
EJ 20N6 
AJ 0168 
HY 0169 
4 0170 
AY 2131 
$y 2132 
Ry un 
By 072 
Za 1857 
Va 1858 
FR 073 
See 
z 0454 
Sh 0835 
te 1882 
th 1883 
PE 1884 
Fe 1886 
Hh 19% 
ty (0175 
[a] =—0176 
jij = «0177 
[ii] 0178 
Yigg «0179 
Ba 0180 
Z 1928 
a] 0182 
ln] 0189 
fj = «0184 
wy] ©0820 
Ej 1288 














PF 1293 «| Gh e7 | AS 0208 | AS ons Ae 0563 | EL 1477 
Fl o1e2 | JT 0201 | 4 0ne9 | foe | JE 865 4 2200 
fe] = -1838-« | «zz | Ae 0232 || Esa | East ‘0290 
lel = 1842, | $073. | fee | BY oom | SET ‘ee 1242 
Hie] = 1992 | Sto | 4 oe | oom | BE oT ‘0290 
$e 2066 | Ff} ©0203 | {= tom | BE 1505 | Roane | Aan 
my «(0185 || ARK | E0226 | Best | zone | E1839 

my «1580 «| Hf 1636 | E0525 | R209 | BE on2s0 | A tan 
fey 1581 «| Thy 0205 | e027 | Faas | Huan '| HRD 
Hh = 0187 «| «if = 1205 | AS sae | ye | FE tsa «| R85 
yt = 0188 | i; t981 | A> 0229 | Pye | Bos | Seong 
ft 0189 «| «fifi «= 2234 «| HS 0675 | Jee ote34 | B02 | AR ets 
Fe 0571: | SA 0207 | RS 0676 «| YS 260 || E1753 || BR 0703 
010 | fe ont | Hot | os | oes | R187 
1058 | AR 1983 | SA t922 «| RS oez | BR 089 | AR 50 
Fr 093 | JER ozog || BS == 2082: | SB] 2079 | He = ooss9 | tes 
Jr 0194 «| YR 0209 | AR ono | Ros) || Ange | Koz 
2) 05 | Woz | PR ooo S| RSC dT Rts | Rona 
Pr 0269 «| ozs || «T0233 | A023 | We 1764 | DX] 0296 
Mr 0275 «| 4B 022 | EF toes | Ae | YR one «| «R097 
FR 03a | Fe 0218 «| R062 «| FAC | E1105 0298 
ry 0640 | FY oats | AC 1063 | Botan | 1308 | EK 0297 
ir = 0g49 | PY ooze | SE toes | AROS | Sosa | PR 1385 
Fe 09s | P1523 | E155 | FA O1516 S| BAR 1638 || AK 1386 
Hr 1697 | FR «ont?_s«| AA O03? || RAL? | e039 | RE 1387 
dy 1698 «| «PRR Ooate «|| {Ast | Atta | «Senso | BR 1388 
Hy 861706 «| BE Oo2t9s || «sta | «0263 | FRR 0279 | ong 
Fe 1707 | We O21 || ssa | AR Osta | EE oozgo | Et 
Fe = 1802:«|«FRSOC202-s«|:«sSCiéi8TsSé| “CtT9s«|s Ess} HET 
He «0199 «|| «Ge O2203: || BR 065 | SCO |«#R1739«|s Be 
tie = 1282,—«| «FE Cats'| A029 || 0289 | HE imo | (0300 
7299 || SE ngs | MH oem | Ooms | BR one2 | 00628 
ie ©0200: | «fe «905s |: RBA S| CH 1546 «| «OA oz86 | = 58 
ye uke «| fe «(0228 «| Ems | KK o0270 | SBR 0287 || nes 
72099 | Hie ee | Et80 | Ee | «B08 | 5 tow 
BH 1306 «| SE 0225 | BE 1283: | FE o0272:| «BR 0286 | AG (1048 
i 40199«| «SS S| Yee 8h | HE 0h S| ECB S| CGH 1050 
age | A ona7 | fie = 205 | Ze 0559 | BA ote | KE 0302 


























Table of Related and Look-Alike Kanji 





























Appendix 7 
































0303 | E0328 | ae | «0385 «| AR O91 | Zena | At 
JE] 0304 | WE 0329 | SE nase | R08 | Be 456 | A193 
Sel 0305 «| ye 0330 ok 0357 | Hz 0375 | We o0397 | Sonata 
an «©0306 «| E331 | VE oosse | BR 0378 | Ze ooa98 | HE 1085 
Fy 0309 «|| Be n332_s | FAR Otas | Roa? «| PE t952 | B02 
ei 03d | 0333 | PE ngss | se nama | 03899 || 1219 
PE 1957 | ME ines | PE tor || A Onna | Ae Oma | SE ata 
mE siz | $4 0338 | Esse | Ae 0923: | «Adon | Yat 
#e 1532 | Be ooms | HE 128 | A oo92h | AGO? S| eI 
HH o3ts «| 2B on3as | Ez | «Aes | Gm | 038 
sh oats «|| PE ams | E1220 | RE 0379 | HE = 0nne | Eta 
(0873 | CE] oma | SE ota2t | RE t622 | Ro? || FECT 
sh 0g74 | BE |= 1404 | AR 0360 | AE 623 | F899 | HE oat 
HH 03s || E078 «| AB 1676 S| HR Ct624 «| FR Ot951 «| at 
Hy 0432s | RR oaa7 || E36 | E1625 | Aono || ona 
E1521 || FR 0338 | BE 2232: || Post | FE oat | naan 
B 037 | & 0360 | PR 0366 | Se 0382: | AG ooso2 | Bay 
 o0352_-' | «ER onsa9 || AA i316 «| «ARR o383 | ote | AE O74 
B 07 | FR 1503 | =F 036s | FR Ones | eas | 
He 594 | YR 504 | FE 0866 | AE 385 «| ode | BR (0k24 
fe 595 «| GR 505 «| «EE 0367 | fF 0388 | FI] «009 | Hy 2264 
se 60319 «| «oP C1506 | YE 0368 «| RE 0388 | FF OOKIO | CL 0d26 
tr 60320 | BS 0340 | FE Onkss | a9 | AE oom | BO 0427 
e 0371 | E034 | FE 0867 | SF 0393 | HF = 061 | FS 28 
0322: || Somer | FE nee | ORE 03883 | e648] Kaa 
fe 0323 :| F342 | FE 0371 | BE 2185 | Hi 1807 | 040 
= 0324 | ft = ogae | FE ooa72 | FR 03s S| HE 808 | «0799 
ee 0325 | #0345 | Roney | FS 0387 JA 1980 | ER (1864 
me 0377 || ME om | BE oos7o | FE 0870 | FY oma | A295 
te 1216 | SR 0347 | Be 0427 | BI) ©0390 | FA) ©0722 | F042 
eX 0327 | 038 | Se os7a | Af) 0733 | FI) ome | fy 1528 
ym | 148 | e849 | 87H | C0734 Fost | R529 
we 9] ER 1266 | Fe 0399 | BY 0390 | y+ 0756 | FR 1530 
By oso | #E 1267 | Roose | Roam | S77 | 1531 
BY 52 | - 0350 | Se ooa73 | BE 1820 | E758 | FE Kah 
Be 153 | te 0371 | RR 096 S| 031 | E0759 | «BAY 035 
ti 56 «| E0353 | FR ones | 0392 «| E999 | E36 
bi 1298 «| Esa | FR one? | AS 0395 | A] oma | J 07 














«860498 «| A «= 0665 «| «AR to09 
My ©0439 | yA) ©0666 =| ER 0a79 
Ky 0440 | fay 1966 | FEE 0480 
Fr ost | A984 | ERS 
By 04s2 | AS 458 | EE 082 
3 1024 | FR 0459 | EX 0483 
Fy 1025 | S78 S| FB 2013 
= 1423 | PE 1501 | FB 2014 
f= 4h | BE 1502 | Gr 0484 
$y 2078 | Fe 0460 | A 21% 
FB, 0463 | PR 2235 | FE ones 
HA = 04e4 | Fe 2236 «|| BY 0ses 
BA 04ua | FE o2037 | E0573 
Hea 1227 | «HAR oust | E1757 
HB naa | SHE 1075 | R795 
0446 | FH 1076 «| FL C1796 
4 6 1308:«| «BR ouez | FE 1797 
i 1309 | Be oon | 4G 04s 
i 1310 | A 2087 | Fe 0nge 
1965 «| Sy KGA | C0489 
BB 1985 | 1486 | HR C«1058 
F5  o4a7 | yeh 1487: | =e 0490 
fe] 0448 | $e see | E049 
AA 0452 | ep 0405 || E95 
Gr 0453 | ye 1493s] RE 496 
fj 0463: | BY 2102 «|| SE AIT 
By 1489s] B20 
Ha apo | Cue? | E99 
i] 1491] 0468 | E500 
3& 0455 || FAG 08) | RE 0ST 
BE 1a | PROTA S| G09 
Fe use | HE 0470 | AE_—si0926 
AR 0use | AE onal S| E0927 
PS} 0459 | HE 0u72 «|| fe CCi928 
ee 0460 | RAE 0473 | E0929 
Ay 0457 | FR 0476 | FEE 0987 
Hig = 0594 | AAG 478 | GOB 
iy 0664 | GATT | Ae O0989 











VE 1h | YT 
HE 1408 | Be 0520 
se 1470 | FE 022 
32 1475 | R067 
$1513, «|« S881 
a 1671s | PRs 1387 
fy 092 | E1942 
fe 0493 | AY 1990 
He 0694 | Fee 2052 
i 0765 «| ee 2053 
fii = 1285 «| «(2055 
HH 0503 | Be 05a 
HH 0504 | He 2064 
fe 05 | Re 0522 
Hsia, | fl] «(0523 
we 1879 | Al) «0524 
3 1s80 | EL! 0527 
ye ise) | AEE 2023 
0505 | FB 2024 
Fl 0506 | EL 2296 
Fe «0507: || «f= 0528 
Ys, «©0508 | fr; 0726 
#6 9509 | $1272 
E1849 | Fr 0529 
fe 0510 | J 0530 
pa 05 | HA 0531 
ye 0512 | FH 0532 
RE 0902 | FH 0533 
He 0903 | BP 0534 
He 0905 | Be 0704 
ire 1846 «| “JER (2282 
Jee 187 | R055 
Jee 1848 | BA 0536 
Ty 05a «| BR 0782 
ae 05s «| Fe = 0537 
fe 0516 | Et = 1459 
He 0517 «| S208 
fe 0518 «| fg = 2084 


Fae 


2085 
0538 
1618 


0539 


1004 
0539 
0544 
2022 


0540 


See eR ES A ae TN i 


ze 


OE YE Dk YE 


¢ 
ly 


e mble 


0541 
1732 
1778 
0542 
1243 
1244 
1245 
1246 
1247 
1248 
0543 
1496 
1993 


0545 


Bl RSS TS S| 


i Hie 


c 


(S| NIE NB 


any 
cA 
& 


vw 


CA 
wT 
” 


SS ISSN DA 


0546 
1938 
1939 
0547 
1455 
1987 
0549 
1384 
1894 
0551 
0552 
2174 
0553 
0554 


0555 
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$F 0556 | Se 0579 | Henson | Be 0632 | BF 0661 | FS 1908 
ar ©0555 | Fe a2 | RTs | Etats | Hts? || ARs 
wy ©1023: | E1443 | E0599 | ES 1473 | E0863 | 0g 
ay «61024 :«| BE seo | HE oatat | 2036 '| Enso | CK 
we 205 | Bi oer | Be ooo | PE 27 | SE 1087 | Boze 
RS = 0557 | fee «0983 | BRE 2122: | «SE 0633 | Fal 0644 | R895 
Ze 0558 «| Fee = 0984 | Tk «= 604 | E0634 | Hy = 1070 «| “SeC974 
Sy) 0560 | fe =e «| BE tos | AS 0635 0667 | < 0696 
#1093 «| «FR ee | ME 2139 | E0836 «| «CFE nee «| Al] «0697 
P| 1941s | E190 | HE 2299 || E086 | «OL t629 | Se oe 
Pe 056 | SH se2 | BE «060s «| 322:« | AY ses | 0899 
DC 1801 | He 0583 | BE 0606 | Se 1645 | Ys 1348 | BE 1628 
e102 s« |: SCBA | P= 1232,:« | «SS 0837 «| Sy 2067 | E700 
He 1803 | je 0505 | He 0607 | PR 0638 | WE oor | FE 0701 
2% «©1804 -'| Ff 0933: | «SE «Os | BS Onsa9 || HR One72 «| «SE oor 
Ae 0563 «| HR 0934 «| «Hl «= nso9 | R098 | A 0673 | E0703 
FR 1210 | PR 0586 | Fe 0607 | FR 0046 | BE 06739 | BS 0706 
sR oi s| «Bola | Hm Ott | Ca? | C13802—s«| E891 
Ae 0666 «| 0587 | AP Oe | SF 0648 | By | 067h | 705 
Re 0567 | Fe 0588 | Fe 0612 | AY 0649 | Be 0676 | R155 
Fe 1207 | BE 0589 | 2 2098 | SF 064s | MBG 1852 «| el] = 0708 
WE 1208 «|| FE) 678 «|: PRI «| RF CTHHSY|«SA Sit? | RL o709 
Fe 0568 | FE 0590 | FF 06 | HF 0650 | A one7a | BR 20 
Fie 0569 | HE smn | tote | OPT | Ronee | Cl] «0935 
we 0570 || e592 | AE Ones | SP 8ST | FE Oks | BE 
Fie «00571: | «Esa | BE on28 | RF 085A | HOH | 1730 
He 0572 | Hy 05% | AR one | RE 0 S| tee | E1731 
HE «00573 || R595 | Eto | 8B | ms | 1732 
He «057mm | Rss | HE 590 | BCC | 16 | BR 1733 
my 0575 «| FR som «| E1591 | Oe nes2 | tus | 1734 
He 1353 | YR 0598 «| ey et7?s| «0853 | e750 | E713 
By 1507 '| e948] «P1523 | AF SA | AR Oe79 | ETT 
fi 1508 | BE 149 | A154 | TS | AR Cs8D | FE Tt 
x 1509 | He «950 | «Bl 0625 | Ess | A923 | BR o7t7 
Hr 057% «| te 1951 «| AB) 626 | SC 0887 | HG t924 | ZR 0728 
Re 1095 | E0599 | GB) «0627 | 0B | «AA o0be2 | He 0729 
yr 0578 «| HE oso | FE one30 | fee = 0859 | FEL noes | He 0730 
ye 020 | BA oor | «SEE nsat | see «= 060 | FA 1815 | 0731 
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be 0732: | FF 0768 | AR 929 | WE 1333 PE 2099 | ee ose 
Fl] oe | Fe 077 | Rone | T1334 PE no | A oosee 
Yi oony | fH o768 | PG oo795 | a] 0820 | PR esa 0889 
Be 0720 | BE 0769 | FR 0796 | fa] «= oezt | Resa ZB 0884 
fal 0721 | BE 0770: | FPR 0797 | Ba] ze | «BR 085s | 3 oses 
fe) ova) | ER 1813 | PRS Coo79e | fin] 23 | BK 2026 Se 1892 
J 0725 | State | ABE ogo | fa) «=— 0825 | Enon? || nae 
fe 0726 | FR 195 | FE aso | WR 0826 | 4 2028 Adi 0887 
ei 0727: | BE 0769 | WE 1a | 0829 | HE ©2029 | ones 
ZU 0735 || i810 | FPR ogor | e830 | E2030 | Eons 
AE 0736 | [A oov7) | Poon | E1867 | BE 2031 | AB ns90 
gr 0737: | YA oor72 | Wee =o | oss «| FR onng2'| HR 0891 
JE 0738 | WN 0773: | MR aot2s| ABE 832 | BF 2033 | AR 2033 
HE 0739 | BS 077s | egos | fs | «oe | E0892 
HE 0739 | BR oo776 «| «EL ooeoa | Tee 8a | BX ang | AE 0899 
GE oo | AL 0777 | Se ons | fee 0834 |) RY nese | AE 89 
JE om | ph 1321 | BE ogos | fee «= nea | Seog? | BB 0895 
Bl} 0742 | gp 0776 | BE gor | FH 1220 «| Fee 859 | E06 
qt 07s | ee 1320:'| «08 «| «eG = ogaa | sae 57 | SE 097 
1055 | 0778 | FR O2t86 | YAR 097A S| CBee 550 | SRN 
AR ese «| EE 2249 | feos? | ye on78 «| SE) ope | «Fe 0906 
Bib 077 | Se 0781 | fa 2198 «| A og37 | fez | oar 
fii 0748 «| 3B o7e2 | fe 2189 | EX nese | HE onkss | «Eons 
BE omy | FB 0783 | Be 2190 | GA 0839 | Atom | HE 909 
AB 0750 | 22 o7en | Be oat | AA oos4o | FE 08s a= 0910. 
fe 1099 «| C78 |: He 8D9 | HSCs | Feo | FE t072 
ZR ost | BE 0781 | fe = ont | fez | tat | AR to 
as 0752 | (E176 | Toes | 83s | FE naa S| 9 
Az 0753 | 4 = 0786 | {my «oats | «WEL ooeue | FE ees | SR oont 
“0754 | Fe 0787: | Tap = oats «|| YS 0845 | FE 08s | E095 
0752 «| Pe 0788 «| «Aap «= 0817: | HY «0846 | FE = ok70 «| AE ot 
me 1736 | HE 0789 | jay ose | BAY 1627 | SE oem «| HE On7 
PR 0760 | HS ~=—-0790:'| fay §=osi9, | AK «gus | FE = ong72 | «oot 
PR 0761 | W& 0791 | HR 0827 | by 0849 | ge 0876 | HAE  ogtg 
BR 0762 | FR) 0792: | AF 1329:«|s CTS] E877 | GE oa20 
BR 0763 «| YR 0793 | FE O1330 | «R851 S| see) a78 «| «Bat 
A = 0704 «| «A 1229 «| «1331 «| BR Cs2s | RE = os79 || E1662 
i 0765 «| Be 8601907:«|:sAySCé332—«|s ssid] Reto | 931 
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He 0932 | Se 0987 | HR 1092 | Hg 058 | th Ota | A173 
HA 194 | SE oes | 1013s] E1059 «|| BRO | Be om 
eR 1995s} R989 | 10K Ac 1060 | FRO | L175 
Rl] 0935 «| RZ «0990 | Ft ss HEY Rts | E78 
wf 0936 % 0991 | fe 1016 | HR 1005 | FR ose | FE 1440 
ag }|«=«0942 «| fey = 0992 '| ae «= 07. |’ FAt077—s«dt| SSCs | ET 
Ae = 0963:«) «Heh 7s | e108) ARH 078 «| BE n20 «| TER78 
ii; = 0944 «| Hy )«=— 0993 :'| «eS 19s| FH Ot079 «| RCSsCitkdsd|s SEC 
iiay «60945 «| oh 0994 | se ton || HR ons] OCtn22sd| Hn 
ay «0946 «| fy = 2229: || «Ett | tos) | Ong «| 3B oI 
Wy 097 «| Az 0995 | BA to22 «|| eter | Oto «|| GLa 
fax «0948 «| «BR nme «| E1026 «| sf «= 1083 | RE S80 || 188 
Ie 2140 | X97 | E1576 | Stes | R81] 1187 
009 | BX | RR toz7 «| toes | HB 92 | B89 
i 0950 | 999 | BR toz8 | BAe tobe | HE 1133 || BR 1190 
‘0951 | se 1000 | sae «SS 1299:«|«SRRSste7 | tue | SI 
0956 | Ae «1001 «| e029} PR toe | 35 |B] 192 
wy «1348 «| So too2_s|| «E030 | AR Ct089«| «O36 | 119 
AG 1986 | YS 1346 | to | At | Os? | A otn% 
mm ao | PR 1989 | foe 1032 | BA 109% | fT 138 | A 1195 
ye 0952 | BE 205 «| «l) «033 | Motes? | 389 «| B98 
Re 0953 | FE 1006 | 4 1034 | HK 1097: | MM otto | E97 
HEE = o9se | HE) 1005 || BR O05. | «Pe S098 «| «BN ota | ORE 1198 
SF 0955 | He «1006 || 086 «| BR Ot099 «| SH tn3e | FRY 199 
7 ons | HE tore | 039 | tons | ttf EL tz00 
we 0960 || HE | 1004 | AR Ot S| ttn | tts} et 
ame 1741s | RES) | E087 | See tto2 | tts | E1202 
we 0961 | we «61000 | YR 1038 | «HE 920 || BR tga | 1208 
WE nge2 «| SHE =| EP Cta2s|: Cts | HRCSs| CBR 1204 
Be 0963 | Te 1401 | AP 1043 | Fh toe | tke | OE ot77 
Be 96h | FE 1005 | BE oan | YH tts | SE | B02 
Ie 0768 | Se) 1007 | BE ozee | AF 06 | SA 1186 fm = 2015 
He 0969 | $e 1006 | WE 2123 | BA 107 | GA 1637 | BR 2018 
& 0971 | BR 2056 | FF 0st | AB oto | 7s | 017 
S 0972 | Be 257 | FP 1052 | HA ino | A ou | Ae 2018 
4% 0979 | Be 2058 | F 10593 | #8 mn | 4B | Be . 1213 
0980 | ae 089 | FRCS S| FACTOR | «YM | fee 124 
mH 1558 | HR 1009 | $e 1057 | $5 1786 | WL 1769 | fe 1215 


























1222 | tam | eta? | WE oae | BR tae 32 1470 
PH 1203 | 1275 | Rte | Sota) || Buse | OE 
JB 1224 | RF 1276 «| PR = 2008 || BE t380 | Bota? | OAR oar 
fa 1205 | R174 | Be t331 | Ege | aa | tar 
(8 1226 | Se ota77_—s| Ey | BR gen | thee | B73 
WG 17 | fe ame | A t336 «|| Rages | Rus | Rta 
Wo = 1230 '|| Be 1280 | R337: | Songer | TER twas | ER tar 
FR 1231 «| Stet | E338 | Em, | BE yar | ER ta79 
vy © 1232:'| fee = 2086 | e339: | «A ota92 | Eta || BR rato 
va = 1233-«|| BE 1283 | BE 1340 | FA 1393 | BE tang | 200 
a 1418 | R326 «| BE 3H | FA 1394 | BRE u30 | at 
Ay «1036 «| E2287 | Etta «| 958 | Etat |) ta 
A 1237 :'| “Bj 1286 «| E1343} «ote | Ba tag | a8 
ZS 1238 «| 1287 | S846 || 195 | RE ota3a | Hts 
Be 1239: | FR i288 | AE 1345 | F398 || BA tga | L498 
re 1260 | 7A 1289 | Fe 1346 | S397 | BR ous | BE 2290 
Hi (1 | A 1290 «| Rtg | 1398 | Be | B91 
‘e162 | AH 91 | E338] OS 1399 «| tag? | Stagg 
Re 1009 | Fil 1292 | BE 1730 | sto | BE tae | YF 1500 
% 1250 | FF 1293: | E1349 | ME too | Eta | Et 
me 1251 | PR tam | BE 350 | Ear | SS | OD 
Ae 1252 | $B 1295 | e351 | BR tga | BE ose | 1005 
= 1253 | BE 1296 | He 1352 | WE oa | YE 15a | HE 10806 
4% 1254 | BB 1297 | fe 1356 | Ene | Eta | Ett 
PE 1255 | S| 1306 | e357 | Eto? | SE tas? | 1525 
HE 1256 | 1307: | « E1358 «| Eas «| Ease | HH 1526 
ee «1257 :'| $y O1308«|| «1359 | BR soo | BE aso | FH t527 
Fy «158 «|| «Hh o2272:'| R366 || HS tt | Bo tuso | Ft a7 
F159] 1310s] e367 | Rta | Btn] F597 
wy «1260 | PRB | R368 «|| SE te98 | BE t4sr | BE 1534 
FA) 2s] R312 | FB 389 «| HROCédt899 «|| 1403 | HE 1535 
Hil 1262, «| R313 | BC1370 «| RE] Rte | He 1538 
(it 1268 «| FR 1314s] sae S137 | tsi] Eth | BE 1539 
fay «1567 «|| A315 s«|s«B) 0372 «| My 2295 | RE tute | E50 
+ = 1269 || AK ose | BR t373 || Rms | BE tae? | 1541 
a = 1270 | 1677 «| RR S0374 «| RRs] REBT C1542 
$i 1272, | «AK O87 Ss} s#BEO1878 | R420 «| Et | SE 1543 
sé 1273,:«|| BR 1318s«|| «BE O377: | SE twat | Esa | FR 18S 
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Ge 1565 | fH 1597 | Bt toss | WA 1687 | OR 1769 A 1821 
Be 1585 | Rte | Eto | EL tee | eto | BE ta22 
Be | 1547 | HF 1599 | fe te51 | 1685 | E166 | P1823 
re 1548 | UF 1600 | fat 1652 «| 1686 | IH ter iy (1824 
Be 1549 | F601 | E1053 | et | I o770 | Ft 
Se 1550 | SE 1605 | Rts | tk 2 | om | SK te27 
JR 1551 | E1606 | 2226 | Bk Oa || BRO1773:«||sBK 1828 
fa 1552 | E1607 | HA 2227: | He | BE tm «| BK 1829 
fA 1556 | E1608 | HAY 2228 | Eton | R775 |S 130 
BA 1957 | BE otot)s| fee 1652 «| E1702: | «S778 S| BK t831 
5 «61558 | ptt? | E1900 | PE 703 | HA oa777' | BK 132 
FL 1560 || Fe 2056 | E901 || 704 | tre | HH 1833 
Me = 1561 «| FE 1609 «| YE) 1902 «| HY t705 | He o1779 | 1834 
Ba 1562 -| fet = 100 | E1654 «| F706 «| AEs | HR 1885 
4: 1563«|| $e 2077:'||s E1655 «| «R07 «|| AS O782«| Da s1836 
Ze 1564 1613 | #1656 | AR O1708-« | AECt783s| RCs 
Ze 1565 | sta | Ets | PEt | E785 | Rn 
#5 «1566 «| «FF Sts | E158 | PE Os | HE 1786 | 1838 
FE ind | ABE oe | FE 1059 «| Potts | Eta | F189 
321568 || BE 1617—s«|:«sEs«édt60s|s PERSCst7tg)s«| SE Sst787 «| HSC 
Be 1569 | RY 1619 | BE 1661 | SA i719 | PE 1708 | SE 1900 
yA 1570 :| «ey = 1620:« || «3B 1602 | «<tot7z0 | BE 89 | R18 
Se 1575 | fe 1621 | Be 1663 | «(AY o1722, | SR 1790 | P2085 
BX 1576 | A, 1629 | AE 1604 | R723 | Rts] E185 
BX 2035 | Jil 1630 | Ee 1665 | A 1726 | B2 1792 | He 2176 
pe 1577 | WL 1631 | «FE t666 «| «GAY 1725 «|| «BZ t793-« |S E1853 
FE 2279 | YL 632_s| E87 «| C726 «| «BES Cd798s«|)s RES 
FG 1578 | RL 1633 | FR 868 | I) O727:«|«$EYSCd1799«|s sé 60 
fe 1579 | 3% 1695 | He 1069 | PY oi7zg | HE 1800 | FE 1861 
Se 1582 || Se 636 «| E1673 | BEC735—«|:s RCO «| ECs 
Re 1503 | $y 1639 «| “WM 67h | 736s | Rta | FE 1863 
FE 1584 «| AL | 1640 «| BE 1675 | A 1787:'|| RT| CBA (1865 
$5 1585 | be 1641 | fe 1678 | % 1755 | Fe 1812 | fet (1866 
Be 1586 | FE 1643 | FR 1679 | SB 1758 | FH 18 | EX (1867 
e587: | FE = 1646 | HE tgs | 789 | SH C817—«d|s (1808 
1588 «| HE 90s | eSCiT8s|«CCi760«|s Este] e872 
YH 2006 || PR 1646 | E182 | Fe O761s«|: ARC1819 «| «S873 
tH 61596 | pe 1647 «| «C1683 | eSC762:«|:«BBEC1820:«|s {BR s«1874 
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iy 1875 «| «AL t997 | Rms] eee | OE | OB o2213 
3 1877«|s«siSt971 | Es | Eats HE otto | Rots 
fey 1878 «| iy 1972:«| BR 201 | HE oan | HE ost | Sonat 
ye = 1889 «| “Hy 1973« | fee 2052 «| ste = | AE ota «| S220 
90 || E97 | Eons | «AY ontam «| Eons «| AE 2000 
Hee «= «1903. «| ae 1977s«| Sa} 2069 | at ona | Eos | 2093 
fe «1904 «| e978 «| «P) «2070 || Od | ME onde | E2004 
Fi 1908-—«| «SE 1979S} A} Ss 2071 | te | Sots | E2225 
Kei 1909 «| «#1990 || 2072 | BE oss «| BE anes | BB 2055 

# 10 | AR 1991 | HR 2087 | PK 2136 | HR 29 | E05 
ME 1925 | ep 998 | E288 | AR ona7 | BR onto | FE o2as7 
El] 1926 | Jee 1999 | Jet 2089 | Ge a2 | HR 2171 | BE 2058 
wl] 1927 | ee 2001 | G00 | «2a | BE ata]: 2059 
E1930 «| «002 | Bom | 85 «| FRO | «BB o22eo 
He 1931 | e004 | PR 2092 | Hose | ME one | HA 2265 
Ie 1932 | RE 2003: | Be = 2093 || Yl) «2159 || BR ond | Ry 2266 
KR 1933:«|| «R007 | WAS 2098 | HH «= oa2t40s|| BE ngo | YES 2207 
fe 1934 | HR = 2008:«| «RAE 2095 «|| ARO «| BR Ota S| «ER o2288 
RE 1935«| «E2009 | 2096 | FReO2102_-« | «sot | BS so2069 
KG 1937, | WEE 2000 | AS 23 | WK 03 | HR one «| Oona 
Fe 1938 «| «fp = 2037: | AS oe | BR Oe | A O97 | BB oN 
1939 | AR 2038 || BeOS | HOH S| oR Ozma «| «HY 
FE 1953 «| RE 2041 | S106 | HK | S04 | E2077 
+k 1954 | 2042 | FSO? | HE ota «| E2005 || 2278 
HE 1959 | AM = 2043 | fA 2108 «|| «RE = o2297 | AR 2206 | BE 2279 
f& 1960 | GA 2044 | ft = 2109 | SJ ozs | AR onze? || F220 
fJL 1966 «| Fae 205 | SE otto | BA 6 | SR o2209 | F084 
AL 1967 | PF 2066 | SF 2 | Sy may | Be 220 | FR 2285 
wT 1968 | Wl 2007 | ee one | Hy zoo | BE oon | AE 2292 
me, | 1969 «| Roa | ft] HE 28 | BA ante | Ae 2293 
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TABLE OF NONSTANDARD FORMS 


The table that begins on the facing page lists nonstandard forms of kanji intro- 
duced in this text. Most are traditional forms, which you will encounter in proper 
nouns, in texts written prior to 1946, and in words containing kanji belatedly 
added to the Joyo Kanji List. Familiarity with them will also help you read many 
non-Joyo kanji, which often appear in their traditional form. 

At an intermediate stage of study, use this table to get a general idea of the 
relationship between the standard and nonstandard forms. At an advanced stage 
of study, use it to test your ability to identify the meanings and readings of the non- 
standard forms. When practicing writing, however, always use standard forms. 


Arrangement and Format 
Characters are grouped by the stroke count of their nonstandard forms. Within a 
stroke count section, they are arranged by the stroke count of their radical (as it 


appears in the nonstandard form), then by the entry number of the corresponding 
standard form. 


Nonstandard forms appear to the left of the arrows, standard forms (with their 
entry numbers) to the right. 


Traditional Forms That Have Not Been “Standardized” 


By contrast with the kanji listed on the following pages, those listed below appear 
in the main entries section in their traditional forms, which have not officially 
been replaced. Most are kanji that were added to the Joyo Kanji List in 2010 (unof- 
ficial standardized forms in parentheses): 


He (SE), I Ca), & CA), BA CAD, Me CR), 5B (Se), HA CA), SE GBD, 
(8 (8), RL CRY), ak CGE), BH GN), aE CEB), ee GE), HL GED, es (HA), 
mee (Hat), BE CBE), BF CBD, WA CU), Hike CBO), eat CBE), va GH), Bh CEH). 
The rest are Jinmeiyo or unlisted kanji: 
iat (iat), BL (¥), fis Ci), XL GE), BE AB), 3 GE), fit Chie), dav GD, 
ja (3), XE (GE), J OS), WE CHRD, 4 CHD, The (We). 

When writing any of the previous two sets of kanji, it is both common and 


accepted to use the standardized forms, even if they have not officially replaced 
the traditional forms. 








AS — fi 0261 
“S — AE] 0262 
{({ > JI] 0022 
A> L 0108 
i] > FA 0447 


BR 1760 
th) — 48) 0541 
WA 0215 
Ft — F 0667 
Fu —> FR 0751 
A> FA 028 
+ > = 0365 


ttt — te 0604 
Wt — tit 0824 
4S — [a] 0102 
#0, > ‘a, 0457 
MN] > Ol 1136 
[e] — Je] 0050 
50 > 70 1968 
Ax —> AR 0031 
7P —> PF 0334 


 6STROKES © 
te > & 1212 
A. => B. 1395 
F> > & 0078 
{$ > {E0366 
HR — PE 0330 
Ht — yt 0645 
DK > 9K 1690 
iA > A 0192 
hij — FPR 0452 
A > ZB 0267 
We > We 1155 
AA — FY 0418 


© 7 STROKES 
Ye — BF 0080 
lif > FE 0912 
fii > {L, 0811 
> $6 1272 
ij — Xl) 0524 
TE > 7E 0368 
te > fn 0301 
Hs} —> Th 1769 
FS — AE 0478 
He — FE 0140 
Ak — tb 1589 
FF —> HE 0606 
GS — #Y 0651 
He > HR 0679 
45 —> 4H: 0105 
HA — HAT 0439 
Ea > Hi 2208 
RL — ipl} 1621 


‘8S STROKES |. 
Pa — fy 0177 
BR — Fr 0906 
TH — af 0545 
Sz — 4 0910 
5d — Je 0772 
A. —> FL 0837 
BE —> FR 0456 
AR > AB 0458 
HA —> BA 2087 
74 > YR 1020 
#5 — F/, 0812 
F > 45 1784 
TK > FR 1951 
BF > FF 1817 
lik — 3K 1693 
SL > Wt 2177 
Jz — JR 1528 
76 > {E 0479 
HE —> FE 0866 





Bt —> 4 0972 
Bt > Pr 0249 
Fe Be 1019 
AR RS 0242 
AE — SE 0274 
RK —> AF 0654 
ZN > BE 1176 
HK AR 0616 
HK — FR 0851 
BB 1683 
mt > 4 0314 
i — & 1170 
Fy — FF 0130 
FA — FR 2203 


Bl Bt 0245 
ty: —> fie 1571 
jo] —> J] 1713 
fy, —> $9, 1274 
El] — Ef) 0390 
4] — Ef 0733 
4H > FH 1185 
We > PE 1255 
Th. — TE 1396 
RE — WEE 1845 
Alt — Hl 2228 
Ff — FF 1042 
ph — BE 1829 
ER > EE 2166 
> FF 0107 
Hh — IR 1366 
it — #7 0640 
mk —> 4k 1485 
Bt > A 1329 
Ar > FR 16% 
> Fe 1133 
ys —> FR 0612 
BE > HE 1643 
HA > BK 2243 


FE —> FE 1564 


90 STROKES - 
Fe —> FE 1005 
fF — GF 2168 
Ue — YR 1284 
Us: — HE 0106 
w — ws 0680 
vA —> YR 2006 
FR — PK 1934 
HE > SE 1253 
HF — FE 1590 
HS — BR 0286 
Tee — Ti 1202 
Ps. —> Pie 1573 
TR — FE 1933 
2. — IE 1378 
Ie — se 1932 
3% —> G8 0424 
f& — FE 1254 
IY: > 5% 2240 
RL > RY 1413 
i > i, 0126 
Ki —> tH 0768 
Fx > Fy 0414 
in > FL 0838 
iif! —> Fi 0316 
mie. —> 4H. 0641 
WL —> #1200 
HW —> Bs 1384 
vr > VE 0333 
x —> #1762 
Hit > Hh 1670 
Fi > FL 1560 
fh —> 7 0277 
fs —> FS 0669 
BS > ZS 1898 


-VSTROKES - 
WE > Z& 119 
fEe — ARR 0921 
BOE 1481 


is —> DX 0297 


Be — F 1238 
iat — i 0979 
it > BE 1458 
iR) > id 1492 
He —> Pe 1587 
WN — HA 1826 
Kea — BA 1375 
AAS —> HEF 0534 
—> [] 0075 
Ha] — Pl 0459 
Hi — Hi 0580 
te > 4H 0614 
EA —> 4 0601 
BE > BR 2170 
WE —> j= 1052 
we — a 1232 
HE > FE 0869 
HX —> BL 0632 
ye —> iy 1108 
i —> HBL 1574 
BE — JR 0466 
Hes —> HG 1275 
Het — Abe 1198 
BA > BH 1476 
Kee —> Fes 1847 
AX —> BL 0998 
RL —> RE 0522 
> PE 0181 
i: —> FE 049% 
3a — WE 0791 
Wt — fF 0724 
AA —> 4A 9419 
4-020 
Je > WL 0553 
iB — KE 2003 
ja > & 0318 
HY — HF 0653 
Fl — BA 0449 
 — 0185 
BE —> FE 0131 
5 — Fl 2238 


Table of Nonstandard Forms 











~A2 STROKES 
fer — Pe 1227 
Fel] — #2) 1007 
NB — BR oueo 
BE —> FF 0542 
ee aT 
Uys > SA 0207 
Us > BE 2180 
Be >A 0018 
5 > SF 0707 
> E 1303 
# > #6 0246 
WE > RE 1376 
ligt > Ty 097 
TS —> DH 1972 
FH — BA 0462 
ae —> He 1402 
> B 15 
jt — fi] 0178 
HE > HS 2199 
BH > WF 1333 
sf —> Oe 1273 
38 > E1475 
HE —> HE 9546 


aN ae 


Hi — Ha 0581 


Psa) 


iE — fit 1068 
He —> WL 0329 
Hg; —> Hep 0975 
HY — BAL 0145 
FS —> FAR 1584 
FE — FE 1796 
Fe —> WE 1583 
ye — FE 2052 
> FB, 1236 
= — [Hy] 0176 
a —> Je 2089 
HH —> BE 0704 
BS —> FE 0148 
BR 1304 
Fit —> Bi 1195 


Appendix 8 


fai —> 2 0558 
wh > FH 012 
Se —> FE 2040 
EE > BE 1820 
HL > =k 0110 
ib, —> #4 0623 
AHL _, FA 9535 


PaaS 


i — EY 0915 


. 13 STROKES. 
aL — GL 0380 
 — Z 0226 
{8 — {z, 0223 
hy > Bh 1732 
ba > 7 0127 
Yin. —> Unt 0199 
iy —> Vey 2267 
YR — JR 2285 
+ > F¥ 1369 
#2 — F2 1527 
dij —> Fi 1597 
Hy > Fe) 2272 
3EK —> 9B 1295 
{i > 1B 1718 
We, —> WE} 2270 
[EB] — FY 0013 
— PA 0435 
IK > I 2203 
BA — DAL 1562 
JER — JES 0287 


JX — Fe 0327 
ee —> 2% 2179 


ON Gy 


> Be hhh 
Wis — bg 1973 
BE —> HE 1572 
ik — JRE 1577 
> E1188 
Fi — HR 2169 
RE > FE 1623 
i — FHL 2088 





- 


— 4 0141 
i — Ba 1613 
te > fH 0985 
fil > Fit 1618 
HE —> OE 1257 
A > FF 1408 
BE — -S- 0300 
jz — SB 2004 
AE —> BE 1591 
fi: — RE 0345 

—> 5. 0858 
fix — fk 0289 
Ay — fiZ 0377 


iJ — TA 15% 


- 14 STROKES © 
A — 488 1226 
4B —> 18, 1237 
ie —> ity 0179 
ie — Tae 1233 
YE — JE 1730 
+] — FH] 1602 
ba — Be 1876 
BE — 1B 1239 
[> TE 1731 
Wee —> WE 2010 
—> BX 0298 
[i] — fx] 0649 
HE > 0465 
ee — UE 2171 
AS —> AE 0615 
Ef > SE 0499 
t —> YS 1015 
‘> BE 1041 
ET > ep 0650 
ae > FF 1544 
IES —> FS 0341 
3% 3 8 12371 
SE > SHE 1555 
BR —> OR 1245 


# > RK 0338 
Re HAT 0948 
JES —> JER 1947 
ffi — BR 0684 
His > Fe 1484 
mi —> 4 1486 
> B 14h5 
i, —> EF 0489 
HH —> He 0976 
PE —> RE 1622 
RR — ARK 0607 
> & 0949 
ie —> ai 1197 

> se 1480 


HIN 


os — FX 1962 
HE — HE 1256 
Bt — BR 1142 
fii] — fia] 0823 
we — BE 2016 
HE —> FF 1258 


~28'STROKES . 
(Hi — (i 0548 
18% — 1% 1032 
gl] —> sl] 1033 
fii > BS 1601 
UE 1055 
> 171 
ihe —> (E1234 
Het —> PPA 4995 
WE — BE 1822 
ie —> BS 0536 
tet — TS 1223 
ka — BE 2212 
fe > JS 1224 
€z — ‘5. 0859 
fe JA 0238 
itd —> GH 1075 
Be — By 2190 


RK K BR 1035 








mit —> 88 1957 
BX —> RL 0309 
S88 —> BS 0302 
Be —> Be 0501 
Hi —> AK 1386 
HE —> PE 1957 
lak —> Pe 1385 
fine —> DEY 1387 
Fei > Fig 1315 
i —> FS 1580 
a > 1053 
i —> #8) 2268 

1) —> fifi 0391 
Hie —> #8 0211 
HE — HK 0610 
i — fe 1450 
ik — FH 2062 
ii) —> app 0977 
B > FE 0353 
Be —> BR 1586 
Pe —> PE 1625 
Bt — BE 2129 
Gt —> Bhi 1196 
fae] —> fH] 1199 
2 > 3 1792 
Hal —> BR 0674 





TG STROKES — 
an —> fit 0291 
fl] — Fl) 1201 
i} —> Hy 1778 
i — A 1930 
Bh) — Ih 2037 
i 1504 
+e —> FL 0554 
He — FH 1394 
fe — FR 1503 
mK — BRE 0962 
bat — [gz 1031 
BS — BA 2213 





He} —> FH 0346 
2x > He 0295 
fel — Ba] 0856 
EB. —> © 0099 
we —> Be 0417 
HAR —> HAR 0461 
He — TBE 0770 
FE — FR 0854 
Kk > Fit 0916 
HE — HE 1821 
JE > JE 1144 
& — JRE 0853 
KE —> KT 0440 
Ig —> IE 0769 
Ff —> PK 0364 
AE > FR 149 
HK — WAL 0844 
a > de 14h 
fis] —> (0661 
a —> Bay 0946 
2H — Ile 1399 
a —> at 1448 
Ee —> AR 1325 
itigy —> Higy 0945 
jz > 0163 
BE —> BR 0217 
fk — HK 0608 
$e — BR 1585 
at — Ae 0978 
fE > FE 0995 
fy — fifi 1963 
HE —> BA 1923 
BR —> BR 0762 


dayne 


HE — #0507 


—TT'STROKES — 


ye — ie 0200 
7A — ye 0909 
VBE —> YEE 1168 


Pt — iF 1260 


a —> Ee 1779 
Ke —> hel 1312 
JFK > FE 0186 
Fh > TF 0908 
i) —> 57h 0685 
KE > JS 0850 
eX — ER 2007 
BE — HE 1026 
SEL —> AS 1247 
Hf — HA 1982 
Hse — Fez 1029 
eS > EP 1243 
iii —> FH 1076 
Fil — FH 1314 
He — AE 2148 
Bi FE 1267 
i — FAX 0557 
HE — HE 0871 
RX —> BE 1575 
BS — 4 0703 
= — Fe 0529 
#2 —|H 0771 
aay —> BK 0827 
ii —> fa 1370 
i — TE 1400 
ity —> fey 2271 
Ha — BS 1326 
DE — HH 2063 
a — 2050 
BE — rt 0349 


ANN 


HE — FF 1259 


~ 18 STROKES 

HE > QL 1498 
dik > PL 0813 
HN > S= 0225 
SHE —> SBE 0303 
i — Jes, 0695 
Hi — FR 0764 
llisj —> Up 1852 


es —> 52 0885 
Est — Er 0849 
He — HE 1446 
HE —> Ay 2038 
Be I 1018 
ie > FL 0313 
Be HA 0343 
ee — all 1733 
> BE 0513 
Hl —> iy 0224 
BE —> Fe 0561 
AE —> AE 2178 
$a —> $H 1719 
AE —> WE 379 
BH — BA 0180 
46 — f& 2061 


49 STROKES 
iE) — #1129 
ie — ie, 0508 
EE —> yh 1931 
fa — BR 0494 
Te —> E1667 
id —> 1 1666 
fx —> KE 1191 
Fa —> BP 0763 
3 > J) 0195 
jee —> Pai 1941 
FS > FS 1313 
He — #2 0525 
Hx — ER 1576 
it — RR 1614 
HH — AH 2073 
i? —> BR 2294 
ie —> fill. 0550 
7 — FF 1166 
He — BS 1227 
Be — RE 1465 
Bal — BY 0451 
HE —> BE 0712 


4 — #4 0310 


Be —> BB 1489 
HE —> HE 1665 
IBE — 1BE 1663 
> 007% 
fee — Jee 0810 
HE — TF 1896 
48 —> He 0929 
RR > BR 1157 
iis — AE 0848 
a —> 3té 1213 
PE EP 0325 
fgg —> fit 0344 
FAL —> 2% 1246 
Be > ah 1505 
He — AR 1506 
[sl — [eg 1363 
Ee — ES 1390 
a > Fr" 0319 


His — HS 0676 


21: STROKES. 
fig — FH 1235 
te — HE 1786 
J — Je 1872 
HE > HE 1130 
BR — Be 1249 
Hel —> Fal 1490 
BK > #R 1131 
# — foe 0354 
ft — FP 1052 
$y —> PE 0564 
Er —> EK 1388 
Gk — #1512 


BE —> PE 2984 


- 22 STROKES 


His, —> Hise, 1974 


Ha —> FP 1520 
$8 —> 5 1566 
Hott > FE 1669 
Be —> 2026 
ae — Bye 0355 
$e —> Ge 1545 
7A —, 88 1997 
#2 — #8 1132 


gt —> IS 0775 
ieee —> 7 0777 
eX — HR 2008 
HE > 4 1368 
$e —> $F 2065 
BH —> BA 1921 
Ee — ER 0339 
Es —> Ee 1030 
He — 4A 0062 
fi —> Bai 2215 


24 STROKES" 
Ng, —> We, 1873 
Ei — Bi 2178 
eH — fH 1128 
ie —> BE 1662 
Pe —> PRE 1664 


ge > SE 2110 


i 3% 1500 
a — Fy 0461 
Ea —> Ti 1306 
ef — B 0776 


26 STROKES — 
e — 2 
Be & 2292 


Table of Nonstandard Forms 











SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO 
THE JOYO KANJI LIST (2010) 


In June 2010 the National Diet of Japan approved changes to the official Joyo 
(regular-use) Kanji List (7 Hi 2). One hundred ninety-six kanji were added to 
the list, an act that recognized not only the usefulness of these kanji, but also the 
growing convenience of using kanji since the advent of keyboard input. The crite- 
ria used for deciding whether to add a kanji to the list included (a) its frequency of 
use, (b) its overall functionality, especially its capacity for generating compounds, 
(c) its importance to culture or daily life, (d) whether it is used in compounds that 
are ambiguous if written in mixed kanji-kana form, (e) whether it has an om read- 
ing, and (f) its importance as a component part inside other kanji. Kanji used only 
in proper nouns were excluded, but an exception was made for kanji used in the 
names of Japanese prefectures (e.g., J and [ti]) or in other geographic terms of 
similar importance to the Japanese language (e.g., # and i). 

The 196 newly listed kanji, with the numbers of their entries in this book, 
appear below. 


c& 2 tf k Re Hh # FX HEH B fw 
2247 «2249 «0730 «1651 «2096 §=1456 = 1332) 2120) 2039) «1727-1844 «0828 «2141 = (0728 
ge Mh Re € F F KOH BR 
1125. 2178 «1301-0178 «06211356 «0816 = 1816 = 2167, 1428 «1178 )=— 1429 1652 1303 
eo H 8 2 ek eh Kk & eB Am 
2162 2234 «61936 §=2269 1898 «2057 «0662 «2219 «0967 «2061 §=2055 «0471 «2054 = 1561 
0 ff 8 ho ® @ oR Hh eB 
0203 1734 0213) «1717 «1938 «1843 «0894 «1995 2086 =1494 «1876 §=2229 «1248 = 2077 
oe By Re ee tk Bl be 
2143) 1990) «0912 «2079 «2246 §=2233) 1674 = 18051508 )9=— 2276 )= 1916 = 1323 1747 = 1699 
Rex o fH AS Hh & Be Mm Mm mh mR if 
0987 2232 1334 2228 0523 2248 1704 1454 1474 2173 2255 1768 2253 = 2022 
hk ow # Bf HR Rh oS RA RE Me F 
2177, «1531 16711324) = 2085) 1027, 1895) 2184 = 2033) 1928 = 1534 «1458 = 1626 = 2153 
k we RR Se i Hh Mm Mw Be ie 
2042 1749 2040 1983 2231 1582 1215 1518 1776 1222 2289 1947 1322 1603 
ik Mm i mh Me BR ft & At Ay mw He 
2060 1748 1401 2151 1914 2155 1392 2081 2009 2130 «1266 §=2221 1924 2152 
KR i i Hh hh HW A HF i 
0201 1132 1420 2264 1720 2254 1447 2235 2084 2038 1920 1159 0436 1410 
A MR Hoo We & B We Bw 
0635 1175 1774 1488 2245 2300 1700 2278 0609 1443 2119 1632 0376 1854 
A Mm Moat Bm & fF HB Bom me sm 
0530 1989 1988 1115 0970 2225 2172 1467 2279 1600 1381 2208 1935 1433 
iL kk fof *k BM BR w RK 
2036 2249 0656 1382 1592 2238 0951 0685 1364 2140 2006 2176 1945 2175 
i k Ew ee oe eB BF fh em 
2239 «1464 «2031 «2252 «1716 «= 1241 «0954 «2251 «1240 «1229 «2220 0509 §=2257 = 1993 


x rte ae 








The following five kanji were removed from the Joyo Kanji List (entry num- 
bers in parentheses): “J (0168), $# (1011), BE (2068), He (2019), 20 (2244). 
The new Joyo Kanji List also recognizes 28 new readings (entry numbers in 


parentheses): 

1. & (0396) 72 (ta) / BRS 15. HE (1702) \.(<) te 

2. FF (0489) 106 (2) ABD 16. HH (1833) Dev) /H 

3. Its (0850) 22% (24S) /IZS 17. 4 (0078) F(T) /ET 

4. 4H (1493) ay 18. BI) (0697) 2< (4) /Bl]4 
(e.g., HIRE / Calta) 19. #R (1143) (ke (EB) / HES 

5. BA (0451) aa(4) /MdbS 20. $i (1824) 2(<) Fie 

6. fH (0291) -Paze fE 21. fi (0189) leat 

7, Sai (2028) DAMW(AS) HAS 22. FP (0035) Yay (eg. -H/ bic 

8. HE (1426) C(O) WBC 59) 

9, FA (0237) DEL 23. WL (0574) 129(S) /HRS 

10. & (1560) cB) 4/85 24, #% (0687) Dk (FA) “BES 

11. J (0107) Yay (ag, YOM /LwA 25. HE (0948) (24) /HEZS 
OX A7R) VOT) AREF 

12. 1 (0873) D(~4) /M~S 26. B2 (0547) pare / 

13. He (0903) 3\(4S) HENS 27. #% (0790) D(H4) /#EDS 

14, PE (1622) wR 28. #8 (0310) #20) 7 


The new list has also eliminated three readings: 


1. HA (2243) 


“to, HE (1948) 


and changed one reading: 


1. 8 (0626) 


Ai — AA 


Nonstandardized Characters 


DD(HF) JHE F 


3. 7F) (1599) os 





Among the 196 characters added to the revised Joyo Kanji List, several were sim- 
plified or “standardized,” if you will, to match kanji already on the list (for exam- 
ple, was listed as '', so as to match J§ and 4%). A couple of dozen other newly 
listed kanji were not standardized in this way (for example, # was not standard- 
ized to match jfk and $k). The policy was not to impose these non-standardized 
forms on the public as the only acceptable forms for these kanji, but merely to list 
these kanji in the forms in which they are used most often (you should thus feel at 
liberty to use standardized forms for these kanji in your own writing). While the 
inclusion of these non-standardized forms creates an additional challenge for the 
learner, it also serves to highlight the importance of learning to recognize kanji _ 
variants. These will continue to exist for as long as people use kanji. 

The following are newly listed characters that were not officially simplified/ 
standardized (unofficial simplified/standardized forms in parentheses): 


2 (GS), # (AD, % @), FA GD, WR RD), 3S (BS), HA CED, Be GED, (2 (CD, BY CRO, 
ak (Sek), BD), HE GA), 4 PS), I ORD, HA GD), Mee Cat), BF (BA, BF CHD, HH (GD), 
Be (WO, 32 (HE), BH GEN), HS eS). 

The following are newly listed characters that were simplified/standardized 
(non-simplified/standardized forms in parentheses): 


Gt (St), & (4), S (), BE Ce), al Gl), on GA). 


Summary of Changes to the Joyo Kanji List & 














TABLE OF JINMEIYO KANJI 


This table lists the Jinmeiyo (name-use) kanji arranged by stroke count (those 
introduced in this text appear with their entry numbers). I have excluded kanji 
recently added to the Joyo list, which, based on precedent, can be expected to dis- 
appear from the Jinmeiyo list. I have also excluded traditional forms of Joyo kanji, 
which are included in the Jinmeiyo list because of their use in names; these can be 
found in the Table of Nonstandard Forms. 

The Jinmeiyo list recognizes standardized variants of some kanji within its own 
set, shown below in parentheses (those introduced in this text are shown with 
their entry numbers): #4 (#4 0217); (1222); 3 (sa 1371); A. (EL 1395); BY (BH 1826); 
BE (5& 2240); Be (like); 2 Cea); BK AN); ith CH); Tb CAR)5 TR ABD); BE CBD); BE (ED); 38 a); 
4 (KE); HE CED; GH (ON); i (4%). In some cases, the Jinmeiyo list does not include a 
kanji’s standardized variant. Of these, four appear in this text, classified as “off- 
list” kanji (3% 1576, di] 1602, #§ 1614, and # 2128). When used in words (rather than 
names), such kanji are more likely to appear in standardized form. 











-2STROKES | SSTROKES | = Ay ARH fd 1885 
Jy 754 | OY) 136 |) fF i Hk: a 
k | NK 0202 | eeSs1756 «| BE Py 0796 «| Sh 
OLR if fil it ¥ 
-gstaoxes. | ft 17 | yy 0268 | & At 
L af Ee rsa KE PF 
ws | BL mh B KR FE 
2% | AE Ay 1569 | SE Wy Wk 
iw nl — 1630) FE ir Hi 
& Fi | at K xe 1806 | pis 
a iJ xh | zen | FG ie 
“a STRO JE JE EK ES ia 
v0 x K By zs AL 

FE 0590 | 0773 | AB 0750 | AF Ze 1857 
aa STROKES | 4 BF # eS 

=o JH 139 | Ah sa EGE 1789 
tt fF 1406 | IE “BSTROKES. | 
EL 0527 | HB 1395 | FE 0658 | Pay | ogtg | A 

By on |} KB 2158 RR By 652 | ES 1684 

Kum | He fe 0500 | 4 HE 1757 
Fa 3 we —0729-:«| «BE 














fos Ot 


(est oe Be dU} OH SRF SS BN SH SES EE I Peo oa 





1713 


2226 





7 





0411 


1533 





0258 


0846 


0156 
2192 


LS RASS oa RS MESS CHKAMSS RMA 


i GF ot oe ee SS 


> 
TO) 


1891 
0781 


2240 


1790 


1637 


2078 


SRE aE SEE SSPE SR BE Be 


gy 


am 2 a SOS i St at Se 





0754 


2261 


1736 


ah = 


0 


Be OE es 


ly 


ly 
IF 


Sh SEF GF SG HE IM SS} SE NE ARH NE Unt SIS Sct OB) RE SK BE aE SSS ee DB St OH 


S 


1858 


oe UG as BE SE OS 


0 


= 


1291 


2076 


1742 
2144 


0217 





0913 


1554 
1439 


SAREE FERRERS HHS RSS SS 


2108 
1826 


1068 


To 
_—} 


wap SE EP 


Table of Jinmeiyo Kanji 








By Bs is we E he 

[ire wind “sy ies Ja Re 

EG en Hd vie # 

ee = 1399 | se a7 | 5a Ey Ri 

te #E V8 HL 5 13 

1) HK via} file Be HE = 1538 
We AK El] = 1926 | Hd 0594 | BRK Ae 

EE i hy SE 1900 | ey FS 1084 
Ui He WS = 2283 -| it ail 

i fits Atay VE He a 

Re FH 1513 | Hil Til ia i 

if mill WE 2201 | BB rio zs 

ae ze se = Hf Wie 

et Te Lis ge ie 

i ee i ‘ABSTROKES | 24 

Bi “ABSTROKES. | 3B Re Re 

12 He Wi Be Mer 20 | 

day 1537'| ie 0415 |B 44 o ae 

KK Hite # fi fo 

Ei me = 1400 | 7 | OB ie 2015 | 16STROKES 
ibe ii He if BL fi 
1093 | Be DR ifr i FA 

Si es HE 0585 | HES 45 zs 

ii ial FS =m #L 

WE = 2139 | Ie Wie ©0731 «| «BK Hi we 1744 
as A Heh i = 1309 | Fae oko | HK 

Eu Ai ils BE i HES 2282 
BL Hy = 2185 | BE J vis i 

a Hh jes ie © 2290 '| FB Hi 
ei | HE i & ES Bil 

aE Sig LI He = 0905 | Mig B27 

a =A Z $4 WE 2299 «| (1581 
Ail a Ms Ee Ba Dy 

ef 3 - ae fi i 

Hil = 492 | S4STHOKES: | 3H fa A 

BE 1752 | Be 1389 | ap a +t HE 


Appendix 10 





& oH oe ee le i 

We ie fi} ie 

fe 2012 | BE “AQSTROKES | 20STROKES. | [BE 

ip oy ‘WWSTROKES | FE 779, | BE lags 

HE Bie iB Ae Wik 

Be ses a} te 0494 | SE ‘23 STROKES 
‘Bh (3 ae i Bil fe 

vi Be 1s fe He 87 
4 He = 1446 | E2154 | HR Be 

ae yea hey Be 21 STROKES 

# fe ib is ti ‘2a sTROKES 
LB ii ce i 
TERSTRORES: | i 22 | JE fie ‘aie WE 2286 
RE 0472 | BN f7§ 1449 «| PR a fife 

fe =so904'(| «BAe | He lize 

7h He ey fae 22 STROKES” 

By rl Li oR Fe 1096 


Table of Jinmeiyo Kanji 





TABLE OF HYOGAI KANJI 


Kanji that do not belong to either the Joyo or Jinmeiyo lists are known as #24} (Os 
Av, off-list) kanji. This table lists all the byogai kanji introduced in this text, 
arranged by stroke count and shown with their entry numbers. 

Included in this classification are four kanji, marked with an asterisk, that are 
standardized versions of kanji included in the Jinmeiyo Kanji List (3% 1576, 4] 1602, 
if 1614, and #§ 2128). When used in words (as opposed to names), such kanji are 
more likely to appear in standardized form. 
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STROKE COUNT INDEX 


This index lists each kanji by its total stroke count. Use this index if you don’t 
know any of a kanji’s readings and are not confident that you can quickly find it 
in the Radical Index. 


Format and Arrangement 


Within each stroke count section, kanji are arranged first by their radicals (dis- 
played along the left side of each column) and then by their entry numbers. Radi- 
cals appear in ascending order of their own stroke count. To make it easier to lo- 
cate the radicals, radical variants that differ significantly in appearance from their 
parent forms are listed independently, according to their own stroke count. For 
example, jf} is listed with the four-stroke radical H, even though the parent form 
of its radical is six-stroke J. To determine a kanji’s traditional radical, consult its 
main entry. 

If you do not find a kanji listed here under its stroke count, you may be looking 
for the standardized version of a kanji that has not officially been standardized. 
Check for it under an alternative stroke count, or in the list of non-standardized 
forms appearing at the bottom of the Table of Nonstandard Forms. 


Counting Strokes 


To make it easier to use this index, memorize the stroke counts of the following 
graphemes with easily mistaken stroke counts: ¥ (3), B/ 6 (3), i (3), & (3), X (3), 
Xt (4) and Et (7). 

It is also useful to memorize the stroke counts of frequently encountered, high- 
stroke-count graphemes, such as ** (6), # (6), # (7), H (7), @ (7), B (7), & (8), * (8), 
H (9), and & (10). For detailed information on how to count strokes, refer to the 
Appendix “How to Count Strokes” in the Kodansha Kanji Learner’s Dictionary. 
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RADICAL INDEX 


This index lists each kanji by its traditional “radical,” or semantic root grapheme. 
It may be convenient to use this index when you do not know any readings for a 
kanji and can identify its radical. The radical most often appears at the left side of 
a left-right kanji, at the top of a top-bottom kanji, or as an enclosure. Important 
exceptions include 


(a) Radicals that often/always appear at the right (radical number in parentheses): 
ds) [1(26) (76) (66) =§ 063) f£072) dsl) 


(b) Radicals that often/always appear at the bottom (radical number in paren- 
theses): 
JL(l0) +2 (61) = (86) ~~ (54) 


For many kanji, identifying the radical is straightforward. For example, we can 
easily guess the radicals of 4 (I), 4 (7), and & (I~) by following the basic rule 
of using the left-hand, topmost, or enclosing grapheme. For many other kanji, 
however, this rule does not help us correctly identify the portion of the kanji tra- 
ditionally designated as its radical (for example, the traditional radical of [#] is not 
the enclosure FJ, but the enclosed element ). Because of this unpredictability, it 
is best to use this index only when you do not know any of a kanji’s readings but 
are reasonably confident you can identify its radical. When you do not know the 
radical either, use the Stroke Count Index. 


Format and Arrangement 


Each section heading displays the radical’s number and parent form, followed 
in parentheses by an important abbreviated form, if any (abbreviated forms that 
do not differ significantly from their parent forms are not likely to appear). The 
numbers running along the left side of each column indicate each kanji’s residual 
stroke count (the stroke count after excluding the radical). The four-digit numbers 
at the right side are entry numbers. 

Radicals are arranged by the stroke count of their parent forms, using their 
conventional numbers from 1 to 214 (missing numbers belong to radicals not des- 
ignated as the root grapheme of any kanji in this course). Within each radical 
group, kanji are arranged in order of their residual stroke counts, and then alpha- 
betically by their readings as shown in this text—first any om reading(s), then any 
kun reading(s). 

Because this index has been prepared in accordance with the traditional radi- 
cal system, it lists radicals according to the stroke counts of their parent forms. 
Note the correspondence between the following abbreviated and parent forms, 
listed in order of their radical numbers (stroke counts in parentheses): 








61. f (3)=- 4) 96. 3(4)= (5) | 162.4. (3)- € (7) 

64. ¢ (3)= #(4) 113. % (4) = 7B (5) 163. [5 (as in #8) (3) = & (7) 
85. ¥ (3)=K(4) 130. fl (4) = A (6) 170. B (as in Bi) (3) = = (8) 
94. 3 (3)=K (4) 145. % (5) = * (6) 


Lost Radicals 


In the orthographic reforms that followed World War II, some kanji were simpli- 
fied so as to lose their traditional radicals. These kanji can be found here both 
under the traditional radical (with the traditional form of the kanji shown in pa- 
rentheses), and under a replacement radical drawn from the simplified form (with 
a cross-reference to the old radical). In both cases, the entry number is followed 
by a superscript circle (°). 
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READINGS INDEX 


This index lists the kanji in a-i-u-e-o order by their on (Chinese-derived) and kun 
(native) readings, This is a convenient index to use whenever you know at least 
one of a kanji’s readings. When you do not know any readings for a kanji, use the 
Radical Index or the Stroke Count Index. 

When a kanji has both an on reading and a kun reading, it is generally more 
convenient to start with the kun reading, which is less likely to have homophones. 


Format and Arrangement 


This index contains all the readings given in the main entries, listed in the order 
of the kana syllabary (described in the appendix on kana in The Kodansha Kanji 
Learner’s Dictionary). On readings precede kun readings (=, <), ordinary readings 
precede prefixes (<, <-), and prefixes precede suffixes (=-, -2). Readings are di- 
vided into sections by their initial syllable. In this division, readings that start with 
voiced sounds Ce. o; 7, ix, etc.) have their own sections; e.g., readings that begin 
with 2 or 2 appear in one section (under the heading “=”), while readings that 
begin with 2 or = appear in the next section (under the heading “=”). 

Homophones appear in ascending order of their stroke counts, then by their 
radical numbers, then by their entry numbers in this course. When more than ten 
kanji share the same reading, the stroke counts are indicated by small numerals to 
the left of the kanji. The four-digit numerals to the right of the kanji are the entry 
numbers. 

As in the main entries, on readings appear in katakana and kun readings in hira- 
gana. Unlike the main entries, okurigana readings do not appear in parentheses. 
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HOW TO LOOK UP A KANJI 


Three indexes are provided for your convenience. It is generally fastest to use 
them in the following order of priority: 


1. Readings Index 


When you know at least one reading of a kanji it is most efficient to use this 
index, which for this reason is placed closest to the back. When a kanji has 
both an on (Chinese-derived) reading and a kun (native) reading, it is gener- 
ally more convenient to start with the kun reading, which is less likely to have 
homophones. Homophones appear in ascending order of their stroke counts. 


2. Radical Index 


This index lists each character by its traditional “radical,” or semantic root. It 
may be convenient to use this index when you don’t know any readings for 
a kanji and can identify its radical. The radical most often appears at the left 
side of a left-right kanji, at the top of a top-bottom kanji, or as an enclosure. 
Important exceptions: 


Radicals that often/always appear at the right 
(radical number in parentheses): 


(1s) (26) (76) (66) § 63) £72) H (181) 


Radicals that often/always appear at the bottom 
(radical number in parentheses): 


JL(10) -D (61) » (86) F154) 


Because this index has been prepared in accordance with the traditional radical 
system, it lists radicals according to the stroke counts of their parent forms. 
Note the correspondence between the following abbreviated and parent forms, 
listed in order of their radical numbers (stroke counts in parentheses): 


61. f (3) = 0 (4) 96. £ (4) = # (5) 162. i_(3) = € (7) 
64. # (3)=F (4 113. % (4) = *R (5) 163. B(as in #) (3) = & (7) 


85. Y (3)=K (4) 130. ff] (4) = W (6) 170. [ (as in B§) (3) = FF (8) 
94. 4 (3) = XK (4) 145. % (5) = * (6) 


3. Stroke Count Index 


Use this index if you don’t know any of a character’s readings and are not con- 
fident that you can quickly find it in the Radical index. 

To make it easier to use this index, memorize the stroke counts of the fol- 
lowing graphemes with easily mistaken stroke counts: £ (3), f/f (3), (3), 
LL (3), eG (3), XL (4), and Ea (7). 

It is also useful to memorize the stroke counts of frequently encountered, 
high-stroke-count graphemes, such as ** (6), # (6), Hi (7) H(7), & (7), A (7), 
€ (8), ** (8), A (9), and § (10). 








“The most effective kanji learning tool 


available today.” 
—Jack Halpern, CEO of The CJK Dictionary Institute and editor in 
chief of The Kodansha Kanji Learner's Dictionary 


sWattswaoleiccreu opcoyigle (=icer-Meeyanle) cious) icc\tsamceyar-(ueleluanel = all the characters needed 
for genuine literacy. The 2300 entries summarize each Kanji's meaning(s) 

with concise, easily memorized keywords—conveniently cross-referenced 

with sample vocabulary to illustrate how the kanji is used in typical words 
and phrases. Mnemonic annotations for each kanji help you remember its 
meaning(s) and distinguish it from other, similar-looking characters, 


Basic meanings, each with a Officially recognized and 

capitalized keyword for easy supplementary readings, including 
gulevanteav/cloloyerr-lelemelsvealel-icae readings newly recognized in the 2010 
for cross-reference with the revisions to the Joyo Kanji List 


sample vocabulary (at right) 
Superscript circle indicates a word that 
is useful to learn as an illustration of a 


Head characte! 
reading, a meaning, or both 


with stroke order 


‘ROLL UP, wind VAL #< rollup; wind erevagye) {= 
?VOLUME Ye xtAt: ¢ece roll (up), wrap: involve drag, vocabulary, 
alranged in 
2 [-1f PA Lssseot MA setol three volumes ale order of 
Ra) te Characters 
2 4s Ao*A separate volume, exlra issue 6090 avebasleraiae 


TA SAS pAtIEA scroll, rolled book 0094, 0031 


Entry 
number § | 
In ancient China, long records were kept on fally sticks | ¥<) bound with string. To store such meanings 

+! records, the Chinese simply wound them up into a ROL i—represented here by U (roll 
' up). When referring to a bound work, 7 corresponds.to the English “VOLUME,’ which itsell i Bean 

derives from the Latin word for “ROLL” volvere-@®* 7* 0456 Note on how 

to remembe! 
the character's 
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the Kodansha Kanji confused characte! 
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